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PREFACE. 



Dsifi Fbibsd — Ton bave in jonr hand " The History of 
the Bushmen's Club of South Australia;" a book intended 
to do good, compiled by an humble man, of very humble 
pretenBions, iu a very plain style, so that it may be under- 
stood by all. 

The subject discussed has now become familiar to most 
persons in South Australia ; atiU it is not so well imderatood 
as it ought to be, and this book is published in the hope 
that the facts it contains may be generally instruotive and 
interesting. 

Many erroneous impressions are prevalent with regard to 
the Club, whioh have hitherto deterred many bushmen from 
joining it; but a desire is now apparent in this colony and 
elsewhere for a more acciu^te acquaintance with its general 
cfaaracteristicB than a few scattered letters and newspaper 
articles are able to furnish. A perusal of this volume may 
possibly meet this reasonable wish, and will satisfy all of the 
importance of the movement on the Bushmen's behalf. 

The reader is requested to view this institution as what it 
will be (D.V.) rather than what it now is, and to treat its 
importance rather as regards its prospect in the future than 
as a fact of the present. 

Much of the subject-matter was published in the news- 
papers, but as it appeared at different times it would involve 
• a2 ' 
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OF DtTBHMEN'S CLUB. 

iiLUch labour to hunt it up; and then very few pereons get 
t)ieir papers bound or even iiled : in tbis volume they are 
collected together and put in a permanent form for preser- 
vation. 

Great ptuna have been taken to render its contents accu' 
rate and interesting. The newspaper reports, the general, 
annual, and monthly reports, extracts from correspondence, 
and other documents, have been examined and copied with 
great care : the design being principally to trace the pn^resa 
and remarkable prosperity of the Club, and to g^ve exact 
tTiformation upon points likely to interest colonists generally. 
It. will be found to contain simple and valuable information 
about the actual operations of the promoters and Com- 
mittee, and will be interesting to all classM of the commu- 
nity, but especially to the bushmen of Australasia and their 
bust &iends. 

It is not too much to say that a large circidation ia 
uiiticipated {to which end the first edition is publiahed at an 
unusually low rate), especially as the profits arising from the 
sale of the work are to bo devoted to the extension of the 
Club and its objects ; and in this simple way a number of 
iulberents and fellow-helpers may be raised. 

The compiler's principal task has consisted in selecting 
^' ud arranging the materials, letters, newspaper articles, 
i.stracts firom correspondence, &c., &c., liberally placed at 
Ilia disposal by friends who are for the moat part personally 
acquainted with the contents of them, and but for whose 
assistance the work could not have been compiled. 

In a few more years the information which has thus been 
.■•eoured and is here placed ,on record would probably (in the 
;>rdinary course of things) pass into oblivion. As it is, the 
compiler feels that there are many gaps yet to be filled up ; 
but the field of history is a wide one, and ia open to all who 
wUl labour in it. 

The amount of tiids employed and the pcuns takea to 



render this work worthy of the apprabati'nt of the bash 
people and their Menda it is perhaps prudent to conceal, 
until it iB known whether that approbation will ever be 
bestowed upon it. 

The, reader will find some subjects treated of in this work 
about which there has been much controversy in the Bush ; 
but nothing has been introduced that is not most oonscien- 
tionsiy believed to be true, nor has anything been omitted 
that is believed to be true for the purpose of adding popu- 
larity to the work. If the reader finds sentiments here that 
, are new to him or that are contrary to his former views od 
this subject, he should weigh them well before he either 
receives or rejects them. 

The compiler writes &om long and familiar acquaintanoe 
with the bush and bushmen and the different phases of 
bush life, having visited nearly all the colonies and enjoyed 
specif advantages for arriving at a just estimate of it. He 
does not, however, pretend to infallibility, though ho chums 
to have spared no pains in his investigation of facts, and to 
have lumed at impartiality in liis judgment. 

There is a heroism of skill and toil belonging to bushmen 
worthy of a grateful record. Their lot in hfe is indeed often 
a dull and solitary one, and it is doing a public service to 
endeavour to cheer it by a record of their struggles and 
triumphs in the cause of human advancement. The com- 
piler has learnt much from others, and feels grateful for 
many important thoughts and suggestions herein; yet he 
has done hia work as the Lord's freeman; hence no one is 
accoontable for the thoughts and principles set forth In the 
following pages but himself. Being confined by his duties 
to the Club in Adelaide, and still feeling anxious to labour 
as far as he can in the cause of Christ and humanity, he 
resolved to prepare and publish this volume, desiring it to 
supply in part the place of hia personal appearance ; believing 
that if any person is benefited by hearing a discourse on any 
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to^io he may also bo benefited by reading the same, and if 
one perBon be thus benefited others may bo. Hia object is 
to Jo good (the Lord kno^s hia heart) to tho full extent of 
Mb power; he haa spent the best days of his life in the Ber- 
-i)ce of his Lord and Master and tho bushmen; and although 
Ut^ haa been a very weak inatrumeut he has some reason to 
Relieve that his labours have not been in vain in the Lord, 
lie loves the cause of Christ as truly and sincerely as ever 
ha did, and feels as deeply concerned for the elevation of 
man, peace, harmony, and purity as ever he did ; he is as 
w llling to labour for his Divine Master as ever he was ; but 
\'",aB is short, our days are swiftly passing away, his time of 
active service in the cause of Christ will soon close, and he 
wishes therefore to leave thw record in a permanent form. 
Vi'hile expressing gratitude that he is permitted to tell the , 
history of the first Bushmen's Club in Australia, he humbly, 
I hankfully, and joyfully attributes all ability therein to the 
l)ivine Author of all things. May He be pleased to extend 
hl.iU further the usefulness of this labour of love on behalf 
ot t.he bushmen, and to Him alone be all the glory ! 

Tt remtuna for the compiler to acknowledge his many 
'.■bligations to beloved friends, whose advice and instructions 
lie counts among not the least of the blesainga his God in 
wisdom and goodness has given him. He therefore embraces 
fliis public opportunity afforded him of paying a laatirig 
tj-ibute of thanks to all those who were mainly instrumental 
•.V establishing the Bushmen's Club. Among them he is 
'"M'l? ^ rank one, the soundness of whose judgment and 
thv disinterestedness of whose motives, as well as zeal to 
ill! good among men throughout a long and useful Kfe, 
Ji.ive not failed in his declining days to secure the highest 
vnueration and respect of men of almost every shade of 
thought and opinion in this colony. The gentleman alluded 
•'• is tlie venerable, faithful, Christian philanthropist, George 
Fife Angas, Esq., who from nearly the commencement of tho 



labours of the oompiler in the cause of Christ ia thia colony, 
has to this day, directly and indirectly, taken him by the 
hand as a Christian, manifesting the most generous confidence ; 
and (under Qod) has benevolently supported the cause of the 
Great Master through him (the compiler). The name ot 
that gentleman will descend to the remotest posterity aa that 
of a promoter of any really good thing — who has been 
the untiring advocate of measures in the world calculated - 
to promote social, moral, and religious advancement. To 
Mr, Augaa the compiler owes no small portion of that 
consolation which for .many years formed his support in 
his trying and (humanly speaking) hazardous missionaiy 
journeys in the wilderness of Australia. Had it not been 
for the disinterested countenance thus afforded him for 
Christ's sake by men above reproach the work must have 
sunk prematurely. 

To another friend, J, H. Angas, Esq., son of the gentle- 
man alluded to above, the compiler is also equally indebted, 
not only for some of the original documents respecting the 
formation of the Club, but for kind Christian courtesy, coun- 
tenance, and support when needed in his labours. He feels 
in his conscience that any thanks emanating from him can- 
not repay these gentlemen for their kindness to the bushmea 
as a class, as well as to himself as an individual. 

To His Excellency the Governor* and the late Lady Edith 
Ferguseon, and the gentlemen forming the preliminary Com- 
mittee, its Secretary, and its Treasurer; to the Trustees — 
Messrs. J, H. Angas, D. Murray, W. K. Thomas ; and Board 
of Man^ement — Messrs. C. B. Young, Neville Blyth, and H, 
Giles — as well as others high in authority and public estima- 
tion, he has also been indebted. They will, he trusts, never 
escape his memory or his gratitude; the. approval of a good 
conscience will he feels sure be a sufficient reward for them. 

* Sir James FeigoMon. 
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I iiBt, but not least, to th6 Press of South Australia he is 
V6vy much indebted for the sucoeHS of the movement so far ; 
especially to the Editors of the Register and Advertiser. He 
19 glad to be their debtor, for he feelB that wherever it can 
bo Bbown that we are not altc^ther original, bo much the 
better ; our desire should be to enter the circle of the great 
dependence of all things on God. 

In a succeeding portion of the work (should his God spare 
h m to see its completion), the compiler trusts to render 
uitditional servijM to his adopted country by an attempt to 
ijisduce from past experience of buah life the best means of 
''idncating the children of shepherds, busbmon, &c., and also 
ilie best means of improving the social and moral condition 
I't' the Australian bush people generally. Should even the 
;i'ti)mpt to do this be the means of awakening publio 
;itr.ention on those two very important points, affecting as it 
tlrca the best interests of the colony, he will feel well 
fiwrirded for all his labours. The gratification will (D.V.) 
T-lieu be his, when he lies down to die, of having left no 
iiiisvorthy legacy to the busbmen of Australia. 

And now, Lord, to Thee is this work oommended. It 
'in nothing with Thee to help with few or many, ^an's 
isftbleness cannot hinder if Thou wilt work. Work Thou, 
O Lord, to Thine own Glory. 

Adelaide, 1872. 
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In the month of June, 1866, the Bush MisBtooary "William" 
wrote a note to a friend of hie (Mr. G. S. Allsebrook, of Wil- 
lowie Station, belonging to J. H. Angas, Eeq., and situated 
near Mount Remarkable, South Australia), representing to 
him the desirability of establishing an institution of a social 
nature ae a home for buahmen, somewhat after the pattern 
of the Seamen's Homes, and requesting his sympathy 
and help. Mr. Allsebrook rather discountenanced the pro- 
ptffiition, considering it at that time impracticable. " Wil- 
liam," however, continuing his Evangelical labours through- 
out the bush, still collected more information on the sub- 
ject, until about the middle of June, 1868, when a com- 
bination of circumstances brot^ht the matter to an issue 
in the following manner: — "William" was resting for a 
short time at Wiltowie, as was usual for him to do occa- 
sionally in his peregrinations, through the kindness of Mr. 
Angas. That gentleman happened to be staying there also 
with his family for the winter. " William" felt driven by 
his conscience to make another effort on behalf of his long- 
cherished scheme, and made personal application to Mr. 
Angas for advice in the matter and support for the move- 
ment, stating that a number of buahmea were in favour of 
it, and would subscribe towards the same providing a ro- 
aponsible person was appointed to receive the money. Mr. 
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Angaa at once entered heartily into the matter, and the first 
pmotioal step was taken. He presented a book to "William" 
to get the signatures of all bushmen in favour of the home 
throughout his journeys in the Gawler Ranges, Port Lin- 
coln, and Fowler's Bay districts, on the first page of which 
was written the following address : — " It haa been su^ested 
that the establishment of a Bushmnn's Home at the Burra 
or some suitable locality (on the same principles as a first- 
class Sailors' Home), together with a savings bank and labour 
office, would be of great benefit to the labouring classes of 
this colony. The object of the present application is to- 
ascertain the views of all parties interested in such an 
undertaking, who are requested to enter their names in 
this book, with any suggestions they may think proper to 
make, so that, should the general feeling be favourable, 
measures may be taken for founding the institution ; no 
subscriptions to be collected for this purpose on any pre- 
tence whatever until the affair ia properly organized and 
made public and duly authorized agents appointed. Persons 
desirous of making further communications on this subject 
are requested to address to ' William,' Poat-Otfico, Angas- 
tOD. Note — The column for 'Remarks' to include opinions 
as to the locality suitable for the home, its desirability or 
neccMity, amount of annual subscriptions to constitute mem- 
bership, and other siie;geations." Almost simuttaneonsly 
with the latter movement the following article appeared iu 
the Advertiser bearing upon the manner in which bushmen 
were treated in the city by loose characters : — 
"BusHHEK IN Town. 
" A correspondent informs us that in going along King 
William-street a few days f^ he accidentally heard one of 
the follen sisterhood address her female companion thus — 
' I miiat try to get hold of a bushman, and clean him out.' 
Of course, this was a confidential communication — a revela- 
tion of private plans and purposes intended for the ears of a 
bosom friend, and not for the public. It indicated an indus- 
trial scheme not very original in its conception, but intended 
to be profitable in its results. Our correspondent thinks 
something should be done by the authorities to protect as 
far as possible those silly fellows who are preyed upon, mal- 
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treated, and robbed when they viait town by oonHciencelesa 
harpiea who lie in wait to ' clean them out ;' and he calls 
upon the Press to direct public attention to the question, 

" Now, we need hardly say the subject is one which it is 
not easy to deal with ; and the evil is one which it is not 
easy to remove. No newspaper pretending to respectability 
covdd disGusa the subject in all its bearings without calling 
fbrtb. a howl of indignation &om a large portion of its 
readers. By tacit consent society has agreed to taboo any 
except the most indirect reference to an evil which is eating 
into its heart like a cancer and polluting the streams of 
healthy existence ; and, perhaps, from one point of view 
society is right. Pitch cannot be touched, however gingerly, 
without defilement. The open discusBion of some questions 
of social economy would do more harm than good ; but, in 
the case to which our oorrespondeut refers, there is a sys- 
tematic course of action suggested with which both the Press 
and the authorities can deal without offending the nice pro- 
prieties of the moat festidiouB. Here it ia clearly indicated 
that there is a class of our population who deliberately lay 
schemes to rob the unwary and simple. The thing looto 
almost like a business. Just as a young man might say ' I 
will look ont for a Government billet which will provide for 
me for hfe,' the person to whom our correspondent refers 
aajd ' I must try to get hold of a bushman and clean 
him out.' 

" Unhappily, we all know how this is done. The records 
of our Pohoe Courts afford too many illustrations of the easy 
process of ' cleaning out a bushman,' A man goes shep- 
herding in the bush for a few years, living a hard and 
Bolitary life, seeing but few of his fellow-creatiu-es, and in 
many cases deteriorating morally and intellectually — not 
necessarily, we are glad to aay. 

" There are some shepherds who, by books and the study 
of nature, manage t-o keep their minds in a healthy and 
living state ; but a large proportion of shepherds in uie far 
bush get degraded and brutish hy their solitary life. Having 
no mental resources of their own, they sink lower and lower 
until they live only an animal life. Now the great ambition 
and deaire of these men's lives is to ' pile up' a cheque for 



wages vhioh they may have the pleasure of ' kaookiug dowa* 
in a few daya of druokeii dis^patioa and debauchery, 

" We have been told by equattera that there are men who 
will live mouth after month on their stations as shepherds, 
spending nothing but what is absolutely neoessary, in order 
that they may have the Batiafaction of knowing that their 
wEtgea are accumulating to a given amount which will enable 
them to purchase a ' glorious spree,* as they call it, and to 
spend their all in a few days in those fancied delights which 
their imag^ations hare pictured. When these men have 
saved eighty or a hundred pounds they start for town, bent 
ou Btnpid, drunken indulgence. The first thing done is to 
get drunk, and then they become the prey of dose harpies 
who prowl about the streets ' like roaring lions seeking 
whom they may devour.' In a week or two they have 
' knocked down' their cheque ; they have been plundered on 
all sides and at all hands. Publicans of low character have 
got their share, 'ladies' like the one to whom our oorro- 
Bpondeut refers take them under their gentle shepherding, 
buUies and loafers get them to ' shout,' and very soon the 
money is gone, and the poor stupid oreatures, weakened by 
dissipation, on the verge of incipient delirium Iremeita by 
excess, are cast out and left to find their way as best they 
can to the bush again. 

" Now, the question which arises in view of this atate of 
tliinga whioh is going on under our eyes is, can the authori- 
ties do nothing to prevent iti Of course, if a man is 
coarsely robbed, and can-identify the robber, the police will 
hunt him or her up and bring the guilty person before the 
Magistrate ; but can nothing be done in the way of preven- 
tion 1 A bushman ' on the loose' is as easily recognized as 
- a sailor ashore ; and in every instance where he is attended 
by suspicioiis-looking harpies of either sex the police ought 
to keep an eye upon him and warn him of the dangers to 
which be is exposed. A hint to the harpy, too, might not 
be amisa. Some time ago a suggestion was thrown out for 
the eatabliahment of a Bushmen's Home something on the 
principle of a Sailors' Home, where men from the country 
could be received into comfortable lodgings and respectably 
boarded on moderate terms, where their hard earnings 
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might be taken care of, and their material and moral in- 
terests watched over. Such an institution might be made 
of very great use to the more respectable class of busbmen 
hy preserving them finm temptation and guarding them 
against robbery. It would, of course, miss its aim with a 
cert^n section of them, wlio would neither submit to the 
restraints nor be satisfied with the quiet comforts of a 
respectable institution — who come to town purposely for 
dissipation, and -cannot rest content while a shilling re- 
mains in their pockets. Suoh men must go to the bad, 
and it would appear aa if nothing could save them. 

" Still, for a large class of men now living on stations, an 
institution of this kind would be of great service. Perlutps, 
when pastoral matters begin to look up again, our wealthy 
squatters will torn their attention to the question of a . 
Bushmen's Home."— July 29, 1868. 

" WUliam" desires to give publicity to this part of the 
proceedings to put ■ the origin of the Club beyond dispute. 
He feels that he has no right to absorb all credit of the 
undertaking, and desires to give honour to whom it is due, 
believing this explanation will supply the missing link (about 
which ^ere has been some little controversy among bush- 
men) in the history of the Bushmen's Club. Having now 
discharged his conscience in this matter, the rest of the pro- 
ceedings for establishing the Club will be introduced in their 
regular order as far as practicable. 

It may not be out of place to mention here that '" Wil- 
liam" returned to CoUingrove from'a sis months' journey 
through the western parts of the colony, bearing with him 
the signatures of 174 proprietors and managers of stations 
and 651 bushmen who heartily approved of the movement. 
On the strength of this Mr. Angas gave bim letters of 
introduction to several leading gentlemen in the city, 
and furnished him with the names of others, who were con- 
sidered favourable to the busbmen, and it was thought 
prudent to enlist the services of Mr. H. Huasey in the 
matter. The first resolve was to get up a preliminary meet- 
ing, and to do this the following advertisement was pub- 
lished in the Advertiser and Reyister of the 33rd Decemlier, 
1868 : — "Bubhmbit's Homb. — A preliminary meeting of per- 
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HonB interested in the erection of a Home for Bushmen will 
be held (d-V.) at White's Arbitration Eoom, King William- 
atreet, on Wednesday, December 30th, at half-past 2 p.m., 
to adopt meaetires for the attainment of that object." Im- 
mediately after this advertisement the following leading 
articles appeared in the daily papers : — 

[li'rom the Advertiter of December 25, 1868.] 
"Some few months ago we called public attention to- the 
importance of establishing a Bushmen's Home, in order to 
keep poor fellows who come down from the country out of 
the hands of harpies who prey upon them on their occasional 
visits to Adelaide. We are glad to find that a movement 
is about to be made to carry out this desirable object. An 
advertisemeot in our business columns announces a prehmi- 
najy meeting to be held on the 30th instant with a view to 
the establishment of a Home. We believe the matter is ia 
good bands, several gentlemen personally interested in the 
northern aheep-runa having taken it up. We understand 
that a somewhat estenaive scheme wiU be suggested, which 
will include important provisiona both for bushmen and 
their families. The idea is to have a Home in one of the 
northern townships large enough to accommodate some 200 
or 250 men and a certain proportion of married women. 
Such a home would form a rendezvous for unemployed 
bushmen, and a place to which they could always resort 
with the certainty of finding comfortable board and 
lodging on reasonable terms, where they would be out of 
the way of those who at the present time so often rob 
them of their property and then cast them out of doors, 
and where their money could bo taken care of for them. 
It would be an easy matter to have a branch savings bank 
connected with the institution for this purpose. A friendly 
society might also be established for the assistance of the 
afflicted. It is also suggested to have a boarding school for 
the children of shepherds living in the bush, where on 
reasonable terms they would have the comforts of an ordi- 
nary home with the cidvantagea of an elementary education. 
We are not sure whether such a branch of the establishment 
is feasible. We are afraid that the limited means of shop- 
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herds would preTent their paying for their childrea'a board 
and edacatioD, however much the charges might be cut 
down ; still, if by outside assiatance this could be accom- 
plished, it would be a groat advautage. We are afraid, from 
what we hear, that many of the children in the far biish are 
growing up little better than' heathens, and 'for them such 
an institution as is proposed would be an incalculable bless- 
ing. Theo we belioTC it is proposed to have a coffee-room, 
with library and news-room, in connection with the Home. 
It must be admitted that the scheme is an ambitious one, 
and will probably require years before it could be carried 
out in all its parts ; but something would be gwned if a be- 
ginning were made, and we trust the meeting to be held on 
Wednesday will at least load to this result." 

[Prom the Segiater rf December 26, 1868.] 
" From the very infancy of squatting there have been 
apprehensions entertained by the thoughtful as to its moral 
effects on labour. It places men (masters aa well as ser- 
vants) at a very great social disadvantage, and demands of 
them sacrifices which human nature cannot undergo with 
impunity. The similar experience of sailors had established 
this fact long before bushmen were recognized as a special 
class. Their few months' isolation on board ship exhibited a 
demoralizing effect upon them which few could resist. Their 
absolute withdrawal from social enjoyments excited their 
passions, weakdnod their self-command, aud at the end of a 
voyage returned them to society in a half-brute, half-childish 
state. They became the easiest victims of temptation, aud 
the most unmanageable offenders against the public peaoe. 
Jack was always popular with landsmen, but rather as an in- 
ferior animal than as a fellow- citizen. Sailors' Homes pre- 
sented themselves, not as a merely philanthropic idea, but 
as a moral and economical necessity. Their success has been 
an incalculable benefit both to Jack himself and to hia em- 
ployers ; he has become a new man through their influence, 
and he can now maintain on shore the high character he has 
long possessed at sea. The tone of the English mercantile 
marine has been refined and elevated throiigh these simple 
institutions — Sailors' Homes. The bushman's case is exactly 



16 HISTOBT OP 

analogoua to the sailor's, and if there be any difTerdnce it is 
stronger. The longest sea voyage now-a-days does not ex.^ 
ceed six months, and very few swlora indeed are not able to 
spend some part of every year aehore ; but men sometimes 
live in the bush for years together, and their long^t spell 
only allows them time to rush down to Adelaide and 
squander their accumulated savings iu a few weeks' de- 
baudieiy. Bush life is also more lonely than life at sea, 
and has more numerous disadvantages. Bush society 
(where there is any at all) is very scanty, very widely- 
scattered, and its iotercourse very hmited ; the routine 
altogether more monotouous than that of the forecastle — 
the breaks in it are fewer, and the opportunities of 
utilizing them are more difficult. The sailor ia discharged 
at a port teeming with life and bustle — the bushman at his 
station, which may be hundreds of miles away from any 
settled district. We, living in the gay cities which adorn 
this pleasant fertile seaboud of Australia, cannot possibly 
realize the dull existence which thousands of our fellow- 
countrymen are dragging on in the interior. Surrounded 
as we are with every form of oivilizatiou, we cannot conceive 
the semi-heathenism, or the dismal, often maddening solitude 
that prevails in the bush. The more the white race spreads 
and the further its ofbhoots (u« separated from the main 
body, the lower it must sink toward the level of the in- 
ferior race which it has supplanted. The only civilizing 
influence that oan be exercised on white men in the bush 
is their connection with centres of population along the 
coast. Where that is weak, as in the remote distriote of 
Biverina, not only the ties of civilization, but the higher ties 
of morality and religion, are invariably reiaied. Crime 
assumes a savage, brutal type, as in bushranging. The 
process of degradation is very manifest in the older settle- 
ments ; its results render it undeniable. Time after time 
we have warned the squatters of the demoralizing tendency 
of bush life, and of the still worse reaction which drives the 
bushman back into town bent on debauchery. Frequently 
we have alluded to his humiliating appearances iu the Police 
CoTirt, fleeced, fooled, penniless, and friendless. The occa- 
sional contact with civilization which ought to refine him is 
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perverted into the meatiB of hie niiD. ' Great fool, not able 
to tek.e care of himself,' ia the aelf-complaisaot reflection of 
those who know neither bie temptatiouB nor his weakneeses. 
Society bas rendered it practically impossible for him to 
take care of himself. Thirty years' experience in our 
colony, and eighty years' experience in New South Wales, 
have proved t^t he cannot take care of himself. He must 
be helped and encouraged, as the sailor was in a former 
generation. His employers must take bim by the hand, as 
the English shipowners set tbem an example many yeara 
E^. The Press may advise and counsel, but theory is fruit- 
leas until it can be brought under practical infiueuce. This, 
which has been bo long wanting in any movement on behalf 
of bushmen, appears to be at last attained. The squatters 
themselves have begun to stir in the matter. A well-revised 
and comprehensive scheme has been submitted to them indi- 
vidually, and it is about to be considered by tbem in a col- 
lective form: A meeting is advertised to be held oa Wed- 
nesday next {30th inst.), at which we believe full particulars 
wLU come before the public. A prospectus has been pre- 
pared, the leading principles of which have received the 
approval of many hundreds of persons in the squatting 
districts — not only employers, but bushmen of all grades 
and 'classes. Numerous promises of subscriptions have 
been obtained, and the general desire to see such a useful 
object realized has been so strong that success is almost a 
positive certainty. The originators of the scheme (Mr. O. 
F. Angas and others) are sufficient guarantee for the sagacity 
and prudence of its execution. They are not men who will 
ask others to help without doing their own share ; nor will 
their example in such a work be without stimulating effect. 
The scheme has also other zealous promote]:s in a humble 
sphere. The well-known bush missionary ' William' has 
during the past year been advocating it from station to 
statioD through the Far North and Port Lincoln districts ; 
he has explained it to the various settlers and their em- 
ployes, consulted them about the most convenient site, and 
obtained from tbem a long array of signatures in its favour. 
Some, not satisfied with verbal approved, have entered them- 
Klves as subscribers in anticipation. The attitude of the 
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pastoral community ia general is exceedingly favourable ; 

and nothing remains to be done but to secure a good central 
direction and to test tke liberality of the public. A de- 
tailed description of the scheme ought to come from ita 
authors rather than from us, but its main features may be 
indicated without forestalling any of the proper business of 
Wednesday's meeting. The institution will be made a home 
in the fullest sense of the word, with every attainable requi- 
site for enjoyment as well as for business. Attached to tho 
boarding-house there will be a coffee-room and library. The 
commercial department will consist of a labour office, and 
possibly also a savings bank. The men will be encouraged 
to form a friendly society for themselves, and no doubt some 
of the existing orders wUl be veiy willing to relieve the 
management of any trouble on that score. There will 
further be kept in view as an ultimate object the esta- 
bUshment of a cheap boarding-school for bush children. 
Putting all these together, they form a total which may 
probably deserve the character which has been applied to ' 
it of being ambitious. It should be remembered, however, 
that the institution is intended to be progressive. Its pro- 
moters will have sufficient common sense to restrain them. 
from attempting to realize their ideal all at once. A suffi- 
cient beginning may he made with a lioarding-house and a 
labour office; then, as the self supporting principle is car- 
ried out, the more applicants who present themselves the 
faster will bo the growth of the institution. It is reckoned 
that accommodation will ultimately be required for two or' 
three hundred single men and a dozen or so of married 
couples. The masters will have an apartment to themselves, 
suitably fitted up, and conducted on the model of a club. 
The first point likely to cause any difference of opinion ia 
the site, there being two rivtd claimants — the Burra and 
Port Augusta, Practically, that is a much less important 
qu^tion than it seems ; for, whichever town has the honour 
of possessing the first Bushmen's Home should it prove suc- 
cessful, the other will very soon after obtain one of its own. 
We hope, as a result of this movement, soon to see comfort- 
able bush hotels both at Port Augusta and the Burra ; there 
would then be fewer bushmen to be seen rtnnpant among the 
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drunken orgies of the back elunos of Adelaide or penitent in 
tbe stem presence of Mr, Beddome," 

The before-mentioned advertisement having appeared in 
the daily papers, and slips of sanie having been sent to 
several gentlemen in the colony, a preliminary meeting was 
held on Wednesday, December 30, 1868, in While's Arbitra- 
tion Room, of which the subjoined is a fviU report, copied 
from the South Australian Regi$ler oi the Slat December, 
1868 :— 

" A preliminary meeting of persons interested in the esta- 
Uiabment of a home for bushmen was held on Wednesday 
afternoon, December 30. There were present the Hon. T. 
Elder (in the chair), the Hon. W. Morgan, the Revs. G. 
Stonehouse, S. Mead, and J. C. Woods, and Messrs. J. H. 
Angaa, H. Scott, F. W. Stokea, H. Giles, M. Goode, W. K. 
Thomas, C. Sabine, W. A. E. Weat, H. Hussey, and several 
others. Tbe Chairman remarked that the object of the pre- 
sent meeting was to consider whether something could not 
be done to ameliorate the condition of the pastoral popula- 
tion, and to endeavoiu: to initiate an arrangement of a 
domestic nature for their social comfort and improvement. 
Tbe idea suggested was to establish a Bushmea's Home in 
one of the northern townships, where comfortable board and 
lodging could be obtained on reasonable terms, and where 
the inmates would be removed from the snares and tempta- 
tions which beset them on coming into town. The object 
caa a praiseworthy one, for the evils which the proposed 
undertaking was intended to cure were patent to every one 
"bo gave the subject the slightest reflection. It was not in 
(he po'wer of tJie employers alone to carry out this desirable 
improvement ; they must be supported by the men them- 
ielves, and assisted and encouraged by the public at lat^e, 
itherwise their scheme would not succeed. Individual exer- 
'ions could be of little aviul in such a case, but an earnest 
>Dd combined effort would in all probability result in a 
"Sal and permanent advantage to aU. The working men 
engaged in their pastoral districts might be divided into 
-tree classes. First, those who worked regularly and laid 
ip their savings remaining frequently for years in one 



employ, or removing to a neighbouring station for the Bake 
of a change. These, he was sorry to say, were comparatiTely 
few in number. Second, the men who, forming a Iwga 
majority of the whole, worked regularly for a time, but as 
regularly left the station to spend their earnings in a few 
days' ' spree,' and then returned to their work. It was for 
the benefit of this class more particularly that the Boah' 
men's Home was designed. The third denominatioa were 
the loafers — a set of lazy, useless -vagabonds, who prowled 
about the country like wolves in sheep's clothing, and were 
a positive nuisance instead of being any benefit to the 
settlers. He feared a Bushmen's Home would be of little 
service to them. The men belonging to the second class, as 
a general rule, drew the whole of their wages once or twic« 
a year, left the station, went to some public-house, drank 
till their money was all gone, and then returned or else 
travelled in search of new employment. It might be sfud 
in palliation that much of the drinking habits of these men 
might be attributed to the solitary existence they lead for 
months together, visited by no one for weeks at a time, and 
also to the fact that living upon meat and damper without 
vegetables created an ungovernable craving for stimulants 
which rendered them an easy prey to artful and designing 
knaves. When they went to a public-house in this state 
of mind and body, it was no wonder that they should give 
way to drink, foolishly spending their money and recklessly 
inuring their constitutions in riot and debauchery. It was, 
as he said, to rescue these unfortunate persons irom. such 
contaminating Influences, which led to misery and degrada- 
tion, that the present movement had been set on foot ; and 
he knew of nothing that would contribute more to this de- 
sirable consummation than the establishment of a well-con- 
ducted Bushmen's Home, where cheerful society, respect- 
ability, and all the advantages of social and domestic life 
could be secured. He might here mention, as a melan- 
choly proof of the necessity that existed for such an institu- 
tion, that one of their leading medical gentlemen told him 
not long ^0 that the Lunatic Asylum was largely supplied 
from their northern sheep stations ; and really it was not to 
be wondered at if the poor shepherds, living in seclusion, 
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and afterwards giving way to intemperance — in some cases 
dragged by the publicans, who fleeced them of their hard- 
earued wages — should become insane. This was another 
terrible aggravation of the evils complained of. What a fine 
field for the exercise of Christian philanthropy, if they only 
knew the right way to go about it 1 He trusted their meet- 
ing that afternoon would stir them up to their duty in this 
matter, and that, with the blessing of the Almighty, their 
efforts to assist their fellow-creatures would be crowned with 
success. Mr. C. Sabine consented to undertake the duties 
of Secretary pro tern, in conjunction with Mr. H, Hussey. 
Mr. Angas moved — ' That this meeting hereby affirms the 
desirabihty of establishing a Bushmen's Home, and pledges 
itself to use its best endeavours for the attainment of that 
object.' There was no doubt as to the necessity of this in- 
stitution. It was estimated that there were about 7,000 
persons connected with pastoral pursuits occupying the 
north, north-east, and western districts of the colony ; a 
great proportion were single men having literally no home, 
and destitute of friends or connections resident in the colony, 
their possessions consisting mainly of a pair of blankets and 
a few articles of clothing. Their time was occupied when 
not at work in travelling from station to station ; and when 
those who were at work drew their wages they spent them 
in drink, which was worse than throwing away their hard 
earnings. It was natural to suppose that the employers had 
very little sympathy with such men, and objected to accom- 
modate them when travelling sometimes for months during 
the year. To meet the wants of callers, eating-houses had 
been opened in various places, but they did not meet the 
case of the bushman, who required a place where he could 
enjoy the intercourse natural to human beings, and where he 
would be protected from those who followed him in town, 
knowing he had money, and relieving him of it, left him 
to beg his way back to the place where he could get em- 
ployment. The money expended annually by bushmen 
would be aufBcient, he believed, to erect homes iu many 
of the principal country towns. The mode of life pur- 
sued by many bushmen was most injurious. It unfitted 
them for earning their livelih<wd, and ultimately j^nsigned 
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them to the Hospital, Destitute or Lunatic Asylum; while 
many perished in the bush. The promoters were of the 
opinion that the Home should be a commodious building 
in a healthy situation near some large and central town 
in the northern district, within easy aocess of Adelaide by 
r(ul, and having facilities for t«legraphio and postal com- 
munication. The institution should be under the control 
of a Board of Management, with suitable officers, and 
should provide accommodation at least for 200 or 300 
single men when travelling or out of employment, also for a 
dozen families, and a section of the building to be appro- 
priated and fitted up for the use of employers when required. 
It was also considered very desirable that there should be 
connected with the Home a savings bank, labour ofBce, 
reading and coffee rooms, and a friendly society ; and, if 
sufficient funds were obtained, that a boarding-school should 
be opened for the children of shepherds and others re- 
siding near the institution, also au evening school for the 
instruction of adults. A little land would be required 
for purposes of recreation, and to afford paddocking for 
horses. It might be asked how many men would pa- 
tronize such an institution ; and he might mention that 
'William,' the well-known indefatigable and benevolent 
bush missionary, had obtained the names of 171 sheep- 
fiirmers and overseers and 6S1 men engaged in the bu^ 
who heartily approved of the scheme, and bad informed 
him that had time permitted hundreds of other names 
would have been collected, Tiie cost of such an establish- 
ment would necessarily be very considerable ; but he was 
fully persuaded that if the sheepfarmers and others inte- 
rested came forward and assisted, the least difficult part of 
the work would be the raising of funds. If such an insti- 
tution was not established, they might look forward to 
a veiy bad state of things for the social couditioa of 
the bushmen ; New South Wales afforded an index of 
what they might expect. Mr. Sabine (for Mt. Scott) 
seconded the motion, expressii^ his opinion that it would 
be found desirable to erect more than one Home, as aa in- 
stitution which would benefit the northern people would not 
be convenient for those in the neighborhood of Port Lin> 
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coin. These institutions must to a great extent be sup- 
ported by the bushmen themselves, who would thus pro- 
vide themselves with a home when old and incapacitated 
for ■work. He eu^ested that it would be a good plan for 
the masters to giva the men certificates of character when 
leaving their service, so that they would not find difficulty 
in getting other employment. The motion was carried. 
Mr. William Kyffin Thomas briefly mo\'ed — ' That the 
following gentlemen form a Provisional Committee for 
making the neceaaary preliminary arrangements : — ■ 
Hon. Captain Bagot, Hon. Thomas Elder, Dr. Brown, 
Messrs. S. Davenport, J. H. Angas, Thomaa Giles, C. 
Sabine, H. Scott, R. B. Smith, James Smith, H. W. 
Stokes, C. Smedley, Saml. Tomkinson, W. Kyffin Thomas, 
John Williams, C. B. Young, H. Huasey, and " William," 
Bush Missionary, with power to add to their number.' Mr. 
Giles seconded, and the resolution was carried. Mr. Stokea 
moved — ' That in the opinion of this meeting the neigh- 
bourhood of the Burra is the most suitable locality for a 
Bushmen's Home,' Mr. West seconded, expressing his con- 
currence in the object of the meeting and the selection of 
the Burra as being the most suitable place for a starting- 
point, as that place was the centre for the transfer of stock, 
and was now very prominent in consequence of the general 
use of the Barrier route. Mr. Angas supported the resolu- 
tion, pointing out that the buildings at the Bon Accord 
Mine there might do for the purpose, since they possessed 
also the advantage of having a good supply of water. There 
■were 200 or 300 acres of land connected with the property, 
and it was probable that this could be rented or purchased. 
One of the fundamental principles of the institution must be 
that it should be self-supporting, and another that it should 
be conducted on temperance principles, otherwise the object 
of the promoters would be frustrated. The resolution was 
carried. The Kev. J. C. Woods moved— 'That the Com- 
mittee draw up a prospectus, obtain the names of persons 
willing to act as officers for the institution, and arrange for 
collecting subscriptions.' He thoroughly agreed with the 
object, and promised his hearty support. The Bev. G. 
Stonehouae briefly seconded, and the motion was carried. 
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Mr. Hussey proposed — ' That a public meetiog be called of 
all persons interested in the establishment of the proposed 
institution so soon as the Committee have completed the 
preliminary arrangemeuta.' He mentioned that he had been 
commissioned by Mr. G. F. Angaa to say that he was un- 
avoidably prevented from being present ; but he took a deep 
interest in the movemeat, and though he could not take an 
active part in it he would feel a pleasure in giving it his 
liberal support. Mr. D. Murray seconded the motion, which 
was carried. Mr. AngEiB thought the matter only required 
to be put before the men in a proper light, and they would 
cheerfully subscribe to it. He suggested that the subscrip- 
tion-list should be published from week to week in one of 
the papers, so that the swhscribers would see that their 
donations were received and acknowledged ; also that the 
sheepfarmers might subscribe a small sum, say a halfpenny 
or a penny, per head on their sheep ; and as there were 
about a million and a-balf of sheep in the north, they could 
easily see what a fund would thus be available. The reso- 
lution was carried. Mr. Thomas moved — ' That the Secre- : 
tary put himself in communication with the members of the ; 
Provisional Committee and ascertain if they are willing to [ 
act ; if so, to ask them to attend a meeting to be held on 
Monday next.' Carried. The meeting then closed with a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman." ' 

Agreeably to the resolution moved by Mr. Thomas at ' 
this meeting, the following Circular was at once sent 
to the gentlemen nominated to form a Provisional Gona- 
mittee :— 

" Bushmen's Houb. 

"Adelaide, December 30, 1868. 

" Sir — At a preliminary meeting held this day to consider | 

the best steps to adopt for the speedy establishment of a 1 

Bushmen's Home, it was resolved to apply to you for your ! 

concurrence in forming one of a Committee to cany out the I 

object. I 

" The first meeting of the Committee will be held at | 

White's Arbitration Room on Monday, January i, at half- j 
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past 2 p.m., vhen I E^iall be glad if you can make it couve- 
Tenient to attend. 

" Tlie &Toar of a reply will oblige, 

" Yoors fiiitifiilly, 
" Clehsht Sabine, Temporary Hon. Sec 

" To . ■ ." 

In dne course the first meeting of the Committee of the 
Bushmen's Home was held at White's Arbitration fioora 
on the 4th January, 1869. Present— Hon. T. Elder (in 
the chair), Messrs. D, Murray, J. H, Augae, W. K, Thomas, 
C. B. Young, H. Hussey, C. Sabine, H. Giles, and " William," 
Bush Missionary. The minutes of the meeting held 30tb 
December, 1868, were read and confirmed. 

Mr. C. Sabine proposed, and Mr. J. H. Angas seconded — 
"That the Hon. T. Elder, M.L.C., be the permanent Chfur- 
man of Committee." Carried. 

It was resolved that the Bank of Australasia be the bank 
at which the Bushmen's Home account be kept, and the 
most fovourable terms applied for as to deposits in the first 
instance. 

It was resolved that Mr. C. Sabine be Honorary Treasurer 
in addition to his appointment as Honorary Secretary. 

Letters were read from Messrs. S. Tomkinson, H. Scott, 
and J. H. Browne, consenting to act on the Committee. 

Letters were read from Messrs. S. Davenport, C. Smedley, 
and M. Goode, declining to act on the Committee. 

A draft prospectus vaa read, altered, added to, amended, 
and finally adopted as follows ; — 

" Committee. — Chiurman, Hon. T. Elder, M.L.C. ; Hono- 
rary Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. C. Sabine. Members— 
Messrs. J. H. Angas, J. H. Browne, S. Corniah, H. Qilea, H. 
Hussey, D. Murray, H. Scott, W. £. Thomas, S. Tomkin- 
Bon, C: B. Young, and ' William,' Bush Missionary. 

" Bank — Bank of Australasia. 

" It is proposed to erect a Home for Bushmen at the 
Burra or some other northern township, with a view to 
promote the social and moral improvement of that class of 
persons whose occupation deprives them of many of the ad- 
Tantages and comforts of civilized life. The institution, 
whilst furnishing a temporary home for the unemployed. 
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is likely to become a favourite place of resort for others 
living in the bush when occasionally visiting the settled 
districta. It is iuteaded at first to provide victuaUing and 
sleeping accommodation for &om 50 to 100 pereona, the 
place being so arranged as to admit of enlargement. There 
will also be a reading-room and hbrary supplied with news- 
papers and periodicals, baths, smoking and Tefreshment 
rooms, cricket and skittle grounds, aad stables and paddocks 
for horses. The Home will be under the direct manage- 
ment of a superintendent, who will . be under the control 
of the Committee. The ntmost freedom of action consistent 
with the proper working of the establishment will of course 
he aSbrded to the inmates ; but it will be necessary to 
adhere to fiied regulations for the preservation of order, 
decorum, and cleanliness. Contributions received in the 
first instance will be devoted to the purchase or lease of 
a site and erection of buildings. The amount of annual 
subscriptions will be fixed when the place is built. An- 
nual subscribers will enjoy all the advantages of the insti- 
tution, and l>e charged a reasonable amount for board and 
lodging. NoQ-aubscribers frequenting the Home will be 
auppUed merely with board and lodging at the usual rates. 
No bushman who is orderly will be refused accommodation 
and meals for at least one day if he require them, even if he 
has no money ; but in such case he must give an Order foi 
the amount due to be presented to his next employer, TheiB 
will be facilities afforded to masters and men in one part of 
the Home for the engagement of labour. There will be a 
branch post-office and a savings bank in connection with th' 
Home. No intoxicating drinks will be permitted to be 
used or introduced into any part of the building. Any 
measures taken to organize such an institution must reeeivf 
the largo and hearty support of bushmen, for whose benefi 
as a class it will be estabhshed ; but the Committee also 
appeal coniidently to the public of South Australia for 
assistance, it being understood that when once the eate 
bUehment shall have been put in working order it must Ix 
self-supporting, and its continued .existence must depend on 
bushmen themselves, who are eaniestly requested to sub- 
scribe. ' William/ the Bush Missionary, will supply form: 
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irhich can also be obtfuned at the various stations in the 
country, or from the Honorary Secretary in Adelaide. Suh- 
Hcriptions will be duly ackuowlec^ed once in every month ia 
the Observer and Chronielt. It is not proposed to com- 
mence operations until a sufficient sum has been sub- 
Boibed. 

"Adeltude, January 4, 1869." 

It was arranged that Messrs. C. B. Young and C. Sabine 
be a Sub-Committee to revise the same and put it in proper 
order for being printed, with the names of all those who 
consent to act on Committee. 

It was resolved that the prospectus be advertised in the 
Oherver on the 9th and 23rd of January, and in the CAro- 
ntcle on the 9th and 30th January, and in the two daily 
papers on the Ist February. 

It was resolved that 3,000 pnrapectiuea, 300 circulars, 
300 subscription-liats, and 300 envelopes be printed, and 
that the distribution take place as early as practicable. 

The following brief articles bearing upon this subject are 
taken from the Register and Expresi of January fith and 8tb, 
1869 :— 

"The Peoposbd Boshkbb's Rous. 

" A meeting of the Committee of the Bushmen's Home 
movement waa held in White's Arbitration Room on Mon- 
day, January 4. The Hon. T, Elder presided, and there 
were also mesent Messrs. J, H. Angas, W. K. Thomas, C. 
Sabine, C. B. Young, B. Murray, H. Hussey, and the BuBh 
Missionary ' Wilham.' The Honorary Secretary (Mr. Sabine) 
laid before the Committee a draft prospectus, which pro- 
vides for the erection of a Home for Bushmen at the Burra 
or some other northern township with a view of promoting 
the social and moral improvement of that class, and which 
would also be a place which is likely to become a favorite 
place of resort for others living in the bush when occaaion- 
ally visiting the settled districts. It is intended at first to 
provide victualling and sleeping accommodation for from SO 
to 100 persons. There will also be a reading-room and 
library supplied with newspapers and periodicals, batba, 
smoking and re&eshment rooms, cricket and skittla 

'=' ■ - s- 
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groiindn, and Btables and paddocks for horses. The Home 
is to be under the managemeut of a superinteudent, under 
the control of a Committee ; and whilst freedom of action 
consistent with the proper working of the establiahment wiU 
be aUowed, fixed regulations will be framed for the preser- 
vation of order, decorum, and cleanlinMS. Further proTi- 
Bioa is made for a labour of&ce, savings bank, and In'anoh 
post-office ; and au appeal ia made to the bushmea and the 
the pubHc for aseietance, ae the institution is desigued to be 
Be1f<Bupporting. The Chairman produced a plan of the 
buildings on the Bon Accord mining property at Koo- 
ringa, referred to at the previous meeting as being suit- 
able for the purpose of a Home, and the plan was approved 
of by the Committee, Other matters of detail, such as 
arrangiug terms of subscriptions and providing for the dis- 
tribution of prospectuses and printed subscription-lists on 
the stations and elsewhere, were considered and settled, and 
the meeting then closed." 

[From the Expreit and TeUgrapk of Jaanoiy S, 1S69. ] 
"Bushubn's Home. 
"The prospectua of the proposed Bushmen's Home has ; 
been issued by the Committee. The idea for which we have 
long contended is now hkely, with the generous aasistanca of 
the public and the help of bushmen themselves, to become 
an accomplished fact. It is intended to commence opera- 
tions at the Burra or some other northern township. The 
object of the Home is to promote the social and moral im- 
provement of that large class of persons who are employed , 
on the sheep stations in the northern part of the colony, 
and who are now on their visits to the settled districts ex- 
posed to great temptations. Thou^ the scheme in all its 
parts contains a good many praiseworthy objects, it is in- 
tended at first to start with provision for boarding and lodg- 
ii^ from 50 'to 100 persons, arrangements being made for 
future enlargement. We are glad to find that the necessary 
elements of health and amusement are not forgotten by the 
promoters. There are to be a reading-room and hbrary sup- 
plied with newspapers and periodicals, baths, smoking and. 
refreshment rooms, cricket and skittle grounds, and stables 
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aud paddoc^a for horses. So tntoxioating drink will bo 
aUowed in the establishment The whole arrongemeDtB wUl 
bo under the management of a superiiitendeQt, who will be 
responsible to the Committee, aa every effort will be made 
to preserve good order, decorum, and cleanliness. As it is 
intended to make the Home entirely self-supporting when 
the buildings are erected and got into working order, annual 
Bubscribers will enjoy all the advantages provided and will 
be charged a reasonable amount for board and lodging, 
while noQ-eubsoriberB firequenting the institution will be 
supplied only with board and lodging at the usual rates. 
Travelling bushmen, too, if orderly, will be supplied wiUi 
one day's accommodation and me^, even if they have no 
money, on giving an order on their next employer for the 
cost. The Home will also afford the advantages of a labour 
office for masters, and in connection with it there will be a 
post-ofGce and savings bank. We have already intimated 
that the institution is intended to be self-supporting ; but 
the preliminary expenses for'the purchase of land and the 
erection of the necessary buildings will be considerable, and 
to meet these an appeal is made to the general public, espe- 
cially to those interested in pastoral pursuits. We heartily 
wish success to this benevolent scheme. Its advantages, if 
fairly started, will be very great to the persons whom it 
wishes to serve, and who at the present lime too often fall 
a prey to the designing and unprincipled. Influential and 
energetic gentlemen are at the head of the movement, and if 
they are well supported by the public success is pretty cer- 
Udn." 

Agreeably to the resolutioa passed at the Committee 
meeting, 3<>7 subscription-lists, accompanied by the follow- 
ing Circular, were sent to the managers and overseers of the 
different stations throughout the colony : — 

"Committee-room, Adelaide, January 4, 1869. 

" Sir — The Committee of the Bushmen's Home have re- 
quested me to forward to you a subscription-list, and hope 
that you will use your liest endeavours in canvassing your 
run and obtaining the subscriptions, and trust every facility 
will be given to tiie men in your employ for this purpose, 
b3 
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" Will you kindly return the list to me when oompleted, 
t&kiug core that uader no circumstances ahall it be seat 
later than bv the last mail in March. 
" 1 am, Sir, yours, &c, 

" Cleuent Sabine, Temporary Hon. See." 

At this stage of the proceedings considerable agitation 
was occasioned by self-interested parties vho sought to infuse 
prejudice into theminda of the buahmen and raise opposition 
to the inatitution, as the following extract taken from one 
of the daily papers will show ; — 

" Fboposxd Bushmen's Hohb. 

" ' An Old Bushman' writes in strong terms against the 
establiahment of the above institution, believing that the 
promoters hope through ita agency to keep down the rate of 
wages. He warns his mates againat Buffering themaeives to 
become objecta of charity, and_ urgea them to help them- 
selves by always having a ' friend,' and ' let that friend be a 
good horse and a pound or two to carry you in search of 
the highest wagea and the best station. Support none but 
the best inns and respectable landlords, and then you re- 
quire no " home" save what your own good honest character 
wiU provide you with, and which may be had anywhere in 
the colony by all respectable men.' 

" We quite agree with the writer in recommending every 
bushman lo lay up a little money and to keep where he can 
a good horse ; but he is scandalously cynical, and does gross 
injustice to the motives of those who are endeavouring to 
provide for the bushmen's further comfort. He appears to 
forget the number of those who now come into the settled 
districts with money, and perhaps horses too, but who leave 
them on foot and with empty pockets." 

About the same time another letter of a similar character 
was published as follows : — ■ 

"TO THB EDITOR. 

" Sir — A swagsman, and not ashamed to own it. I have 
done the ' wallaby' for years past in search of a billet. I 
don't suppose that a tenth part of the time I have been in 
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the couDtry hea been spent in idleneaa, yet I am one of 
tliose unfortunateB called ' knave and vagabond.' 

" Well, ^ I can say is that if an eameet desire on the 
part of at least nine-tenths of the bush working men — who 
prefer their own legs as the means to cany them in search 
of work to the more espensive one of riding in Cobb & Co.'g 
coaches — ia to be considered a proper qualification to entitle 
them to the abusive epithets heaped upon them, then so 
much the worse for squatters, as it is well known that a 
majority of ns swagsmen are the very ones from whom they 
derive their principi supply of hands. 

" The true state of the case is that certain large sheep- 
owners (there are only two or three) are extremely un- 
popular with swagsmen in consequence of their harsh treat- 
ment of the hands in their employ, and are only too happy 
in taking every opportunity to vent their spleen on those of 
us who want neither their ' tucker,' work, or money ; and 
now, in order to save themselves the expense of getting 
hands up from Adelaide, think of starting a depdt or home 
in order to have us m their power. Depend upon it, it 
won't do ; we prefer to sail upon our own bottom. I don't 
deny there are several good men and true connected with 
the movement whose good wishes are sincere, but they are 
being misled in thinking a Home is wanted. A decent 
home can be had anywhere in the country if a man is not a 
loafer and unwilling to worL We are not of the ' social 
evil' class, or tramps on the look-out for plunder, and there- 
fore require no home or reformatory. We are a respectable, 
hard-working class of men — not ' knaves' or ' vagabonds.' I 
have not been a swagsman all my life, hut, like other colo- 
nists, had to do in the colonies the very opposite of my call- 
ing in the old country. ' Knaves and vagabonds,' as is well 
known, sometimes sit in high places. Let those who do so 
look to their own conduct before venturing to cast the first 
Btone. 

" 1 rely on your medium for the publication of this injus- 
tice to a maligned class of men, and the working men will 
thank you. 

" I am, Sir, &c., 

"A SWAOSHAK." 
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[We publish tbia letter, umitting the name of a perEwa 
specially meutioned, as we cau see no reason to doubt the 
ffood intentions of all parties concerned in promoting the 
Buahmen'a Home. Of course, no swagsman or other person 
need go to the " Home" unless he thinks fit ; and we have 
no fear of so iadepeudeat a class as South Auatraliau bush- 
men being coerced in any way whatever. — Ed.] 

The following refutations, written by anonymous friends 
of the cause, need no comment from the compiler, aa they 
will speak for themselves :— 

" TO THH BDITOB. 

" Sir — Tour correspondent ' A Swagaman' is quite in error 
when stating that ' certain large sbeepowuers, to save them- 
selves the eipeuse of getting hands up from Adelaide, think 
of starting a home or dep8t to have the men in their power.' 

" The idea of the Bushmen's Home was, I believe, first 
publicly suggested by the Expreaa nearly twelve months 
since. The active origiuatiou of the present scheme is 
entirely due to the Bush Missionary ' William,' the work- 
ii:^ man's beet Mend, who, as stated by Mr. J. H. Angas at 
a meeting recently reported in the papers, has since last 
June, during a journey on foot through the west and parts 
of the north, obtained the names of ' 651 bushmen who 
heartily approved of the scheme.' 

" The plan is being taken up by and on behalf of bush- 
men, without whose contributions in the first instance and 
support afterwards it must f^U to the ground. You will, 
therefore, pardon my saying that the EditoricJ foot-note 
appended to ' Swagman'a' letter about coercion, &c., hardly 
meets the case. 

" The praetical test about to be tnrown out in the way 
of prospectuses and subscription-listS will in a few weeks 
prove whether the 651 who have in some parte of the 
colony already promised co-operation do or do not represent 
the feeling of the main body of bushmen ia South Australia. 
" I am, Sir, &c., 

" Jason." 
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"TO THE EDITOB. 

" Sir — I was surprised the other day on reading in your 
paper a letter signed ' Sw^snum,' on the subject of the pro- 
poaed Buahmen's Home, to find how far bia statemeuta are 
from beiug correct. He indignantly scouts the idea of hush- 
men wanting a Home, and says they are quite capahle when 
in town of t^ing proper care of themaelvea, and that they 
do so. I have not the paper before me, and therefoi-e cannot 
quote his exact words, but the foregoing is the import of 
Uieni. 

" Now, how often we read in the police reports of the 
way that bushmen get rid of their money in town ! They 
meet with some questionable characters who, beguiling them 
into getting drunk, or by other means, get hold of their 
victims' money, which of course they don't intend to return. 
The unfortunate man aometimoa tries to recover the money 
in the Police Court, but very often, in absence of sufBcient 
proof, the guilty ones get off free. Such cases are not rare 
in the papers ; and almost every day we may see in the 
streets men, unmistakable bushmen, ' knocking down' their 
cheques in various escesses, drinking or in other ways spend- 
ing or wasting their hard-earned wages. 

" ' Swagsman' says bushmen, as a class, are intelligent 
and sensible. If so, their intelligence and sense certainly 
hes latent when they indulge in the excesstes I have men- 
tioned. Of course, I don't deny that many are so. I have 
known in the bush we1t-«ducated men, classical scholars, 
shepherding or bullock-driving. 'Swagsman' himself (to 
judge from the style of his letter) probably uses his good 
sense and keeps within prudent bounds in town ; but why 
does he affirm that all or even the mc^jority do so ) He must 
know it is otherwise. 

" I think that the gentlemen who have started the matter 
of a Bushmen's Home deserve credit for their endeavours to 
benefit a hard-working portion of the community ; and I dis- 
agree alt<^ther with ' Swagsman' when he says it is done 
with an eye to the benefit and convenience of the squatters. 

" If the promoters of the Home can induce bushmen, in- 
stead of coming to town, spending their cheques in ' spree- 
ing,' to lay it by in the branch savings bank (which I sup- 
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poae will be eatablished in connection with the Home), in 
that way much good may be done, besides the fact of men 
being away from the tetnptatioiiB of Adelaide, to which, if 
exposed, they would probably yield. Of courBB the pro- 
motera of the Home will not Attempt to coerce bushmen 
into liying there, as ' Swai^man' thinks ; nor will the insti- 
tution be for the benefit of any other than bushmen. 

"Hoping that bushmen will give it the support it de- 



[We think this letter may properly close the discussion. 
It is absurd for any one actively to oppose the establish- 
ment of a hushmen's lodging-house. No one need go there 
who does not like it, and no one need stay there an hoar 
longer than he pleases ; it is purely voluntary through- 
out. — Ed.] 

About this time the subject began to press itself upon the 
attention of persons in the sister colony of Victoria, as will 
be seen from the following extract, which is taken from the 
Australasian of January, 1869. The writer of the article 
be^ns thus : — " A movement has been commenced at Ade- 
laide towards a much-needed reform. A public meetii^ has 
resolved to establish a home for bushmen upon the same 
principle as a Sailors' Home. The constant tendency in 
bush labourers to waste in reckless and insensate extrava- 
gance the hard earnings of many months or even years, and 
the wild orgies in which they indulge, are too notorious. 
This tendency arises mainly if not altogether from the pecu- 
liarity of their employment. They are withdrawn for a 
lengthened period from every form of souial enjoyment. 
They lose from disuse the power of, so to speak, measur- 
ing their wants, and those habits of Bolf-control which even 
the worst of those who live among their fellow-men in- 
sensibly acquire. They have no opportunity of spending 
their wages, and therefore never draw them. At length 
the time comes for a spell. An ignorant, simple man, 
with plenty of money, with the higher wants of tus nature 
undeveloped or repressed, eager for enjoyment, yet not 
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knowing what enjoyment is, and unreraed in the practices 
of social life, sets out upon hia travela. Wtiat he does 
whea he reaches town, and what becomes of his money 
and who profit by it, the police reports sufficiently record. 
Very frequently, however, he is not allowed to proceed so 
far. The local grog-shop is on the look-out, and the poor 
fellow finds that he can have the pleaaure of being hocuBsed, 
■ dragged, and robbed without going to Melbourne or Ade- 
laide for these enjoyments. It has been well obsorved that 
the conditions of bush labour resemble in many respects 
thosojof seafaring Ufe ; and that, as experience has shown 
that the sailor needs peculiar care, a similar experience 
points to a similar result for the poor hushmen. The suc- 
cess, too, of Sailors' Homes has encouraged the philanthropio 
gentlemen who have inaugurated this movement in Ade- 
Mde to try in the present case the effect of a correspond- 
ing remedy. We learn with pleasure that the plan has 
received the warm support both of employers and of bush- 
men. It is time that some measures should be taken act 
only to improve the condition of a useful body of men, but 
to check the encouragement which their weakness gives to ■ 
thieves and prostitutes, and, worse still, the keepers of low 
public-houses. We shall effectually prune the luxuriance of 
these vicious parasites of the great social tree by depriving 
them of one large source of their present nutriment." 

The foregoing article was reprinted in the Register, and 
proved the means of stirring up the bitterest feelings and 
animosity of the opponents of the scheme, who, finding that 
prejudice failed to do their work, commenced a system of 
ridicule of which the following is a specimen, taken from the 
Licensed Victualler: — 

" The Bushmen's Home — A visionary scene. 
"Outside the 'Home,' 12 o'clock at night — A bushman 
slightly affected by colonial ale — A policeman, mild, 
but -dignified, 

" Policeman— ' Come ; you can't be kickiug up a row 

" Bvmhman — ' You shut up, gttv'ner ; this is my home. 
I want 'er get in ; I wan'r go bed.' 
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" Policeman — ' Come along with me. Yon see you can't 
get in. 1 won't have you disturbing " William." This ie a 
quiet houBe.' 

" Bushman — ' Not a bit on it. I am one ov the prop— 
rop — rioterH. 0, blow "William."' (Kicka atdoor.) 

" Policeman — ' None of that, I say ; you come with me.' 

" Bushman — ' You jus' keep y'owa company. Whar right 
you stop a man going his home 1' 

" Polioeman — ' You should have gone home earlier. What 
right has a bushman to be in the streete this time o' nigbtj' 

" Bushman — ' Been Theater. I am Warraby Jack. Jack 
all right. Got in the Jolly Boy — respectable hotel Why 
shouldn't I get my home ) Paid for it. " WUliam" got 
cheque an' swBg.' 

" Policeman — 'You've been drinking, old man,' 

"Bushman — 'Whar o'thati you didn't pay my drinks, 
(Shouts out) I say. Bill Chiffles, let a feller in, will yer 1' 

" Bushman No. 3 (puts his bead out of window) — ' Is that 
you, Joe)'' 

"Bushman No. 1 — 'Yes. Here's a bobby says can ger 
in. Jus' come down help punch his head.' 

" Bushman No. 2 — ' We're all locked in here since 9 
o'clock, and " William's" out at a prayer meeting, or I'd do 
it willing.' 

" Policeman (indignantly) — 'Punch my head ! would you, 
my man 1 Come along.' (Claps twitches on bim, and vio- 
lently escorts him to Police Station.)" 

In the early part of the month of January, 1869, "Wil- 
liam" (in addition to his Evangelizing work in the bush) 
took in band actively to distribute prospectuses and gain in- 
formation as to the amount of support likely to be given to 
the Home. To further the work and interest bushmen, aa 
well as to give them an idea of the internal working of the 
Club when formed, he prepared an address of his own to 
read at the different stations, which he did after placing the 
following notice on the door of the kitchen or shed ; — 
"Bushmbn's Club, — Special Notiof, 

"An explanatory address will he read (d.v.; after supper 
in favour a£ the Bushmen's Home or Clubi 
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"AH objections will be aoBwered, if possible. 

"All hiuida upon the etatiou are respectfully iDvited to 
attend, as a great work is ia progreaa, which, if completed, 
will, it is believed, do good to all. 

" William." 

The foUowiag ia a copy of the address :— 

" To the Bnshmeii and Public of South AmtraJia. 

"All of you who an in the habit of reading the uewe- 
papors muat have observed that a movement was set on foot 
(first in the country, and afterwards in Adelaide) by persons 
deeply interested in the welfare of the bush population and 
of die colony generally for the establishment of an institu- 
tion of this kind. The result of this movement was a raeet- 
iug, called by advertisement, of all patties interested in such 
ut undertaking, and held at White's Arbitratiou Booms, in 
Adelaide, on the last day of the year 1B68. The following 
are the names of some of the gentlemen present at that 
meeting :— Hon. T. Elder, M.L.C. (in the chair), Hon. W. 
Morgan ; Revs. G. Stonehouse, S. Mead, and J. C. Woods ; 
Messrs. J. H. Angas, H. Scott, F. W. Stokes, H. Giles, H. 
Husaey, C. Sabine, S. Tomkinson, C. B. Young, W. K. 
Thomas, and ' William.' In the first instance the Burra 
wits considered the most desirable spot, but it has been since 
decided (iu accordance with the wishes of the majority of the 
buahmeu, &c.) to h*ve the first Home iu the neighbourhood 
of Adelaide. The result of a second meeting was the framing 
of a prospectus (since published), arranging for the collec- 
tion of subscriptions, and the distribution of prospectuses 
Hnd printed subscription-lists on the stations and elsewhere. 
The work of collecting is now going on throughout the 
country, and, as far as I can yet learn, favoiurably. 

" I will now proceed to give an idea (as I have been pre- 
Beat at all the meetings) of what the Home is likely to be if 
funds can be raised. * 

" First, let me remark that I never did think a Bushmen's 
Home or any other good thing would please all men or 
could be established without opposition, nor is it possible 
while there are conflicting opinions in this world. 

" I remembmr that the seamen — or, I should say, the low 



publioane, brotliel-keepers, crimpa, spongers, and others — 
strongly opposed (professedly on the seamen's behalf) the 
establishment of Seamen's Homes by raising a hue and cry 
about bondage, wages, && It was not the benefit of the 
poor sailors they cared for, but their own loss, for Sataa 
never g^ves up his prey without a struggle. The result of 
many years' experience in the working of these institutions 
in various parts of the world has shown that those self-intft- 
rested alarmists and supposed friends were entirely in the 
wEODg, for the Homes have proved themselves to seamen 
one of the greatest blessings of our day and generation. In 
a good work we must espect slander, misrepresentation, and 
opposition, as it is impossible that all men will see what is 
for their good. We do not expect reproach from good men 
or right-minded men, neither shall we get it ; but from the 
classes I have referred to we do expect it. For myself, I am 
much surprised at the Bushmen's Home sailing on so calmly, 
and I thank my God for it. 
■ " Respecting the temperance principles of the place, there 
are many more bush people ia favour of its being a quiet, 
sober retreat than otherwise — a retreat from the before-men- 
tioned undesirable charaoters. I have issued myself the 
greater part of 500 abstinence pledges in the bush, and these 
people {or as many as kept it), I have no doubt, appreciate 
and will avail themselves of the advantages which the Home 
will hold out. These pledged men are, or ought to be, 
according to their promise, influencing others to follow their 
example ; and we cannot say to what an extent temperance 
principles may eventually reach throughout the bush. 

" From my own intimate knowledge of this Home busi- 
ness, I can assure the men in the bush and the public at 
large that it is purely philanthropic, and not, as it has been 
infamously asserted, to the dishonour of aJI parties con- 
cerned in it a squatters' affair, designed to bring down wages 
or the men into bondage. I, for one, scout such an infa- 
mous, base insinuation ; and I believe it to l>e the invention 
of those who have kept the bushman ia bondage to drink 
long enough, and to be designed, if they can accomplish their 
purpose, to overthrow the work by prejudice and stop its 
progress. But it will not do, depend upon it. Bushmen 
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and others, I dare a&j, can give a guess where such indnua- 
tions come from. Wlien thej remember and reflect on the 
many cheques which have enured to their benefit, these in- 
dividuals may well be enraged and Indignant, for in tho 
establishment of a Bushmen's Home they see an end of theit 
ill^tten gains through the knooking-dowu cheque system. I 
asaure the bushmen that the squatters will have no more to 
do with fixing the rates of wages than at present, or with the 
disposal of the members of the Home, and that every person 
would be as Iree in the place as out of it. All that squatters, 
in conjunction with other gentlemen, have to do with it is 
simply as trustees for its establishment ; and I think they 
are the most fitting and proper persons to look after the 
comfort and interest of a class which is so valuable to them 
— viz., good men. Remember, most of the bush labour is 
employed. by the squatters.' 

" I ask you one question — Will those who set at variance 
employers and thetr men, and make them dissatisfied and dis- 
contented, g^ve the men and their families bread to eat when 
they are out of employ, without means to pay for it "i You 
know very well they will not. There is very little sympathy 
between bushmen and any other class of people in the 
country. Few will tolerate a bushman at all but for what 
they can get from him whilst he has the money. After his 
money is gone he wanders about liiie a stranger in a strange 
land, and Ls often driven by sheer necessity back to the buah 
even for a meal of food (old bushmen know that this is true), 
fur in the thickly-settled districts he is shunned and oft- 
times almost despised. 

" My friends, alhiw me to observe that there is more time, 
talent, and interest required to establish an institution of 
this kind than at first sight appears, or than many are dis- 
posed to think necessary ; and what labouring man — or, I 
may say men— have the time, even if they had the means, 
to do it 1 I think it extremely kind, considerate, and credit- 
able to the gentlemen of the Committee and others who have 
devoted so much valuable time and taken so much interest 
(to which I can testify) for the welfare of this dnas of colo- 
nists. 

" The Home, to oommence with, will probably contain 
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apartments as follows : — Bining-Foon], restaurant and coSee- 
room, dormitory, reading-room, library, kitchen, store-room, 
labour office, branch savings bank and post-office, wash and 
bath bouse, smoking place, stables, eheils, keuuels for shep- 
herds' dogs, &C. This will be increased when needful as 
funds permit and as it becomes patronized. 

" I propose that the funds raised be appropriated as fol- 
lows : — First, for building, purchasing, or leasing a Home ; 
second, furnishing and fitting up ditto ; third, to pay wages, 
debts, and incidental expenses ; fourth, a fund for keeping 
the Home in repair and in general good order inside and 
outdde ; fifth, a benefit fund for relieving cases of necessity 
amongst bushmen. If built, it should be in such a way that 
it oen if necessary be extended in every department. 

" The complete establishment miost be built as funds can 
be raised ; but there can be no objection to be^n, in the 
first instance, on a small scale. Let the main building be 
erected and extended as funds permit, and opened as built. 
This is the beat plan for progressive institutions of this kind. 
It will not only by its profits materially assist in extending 
the building, but will also be a great present benefit and 
blessing to the long-neglected homele^ and wandering bush- 
men. The Home can be built and subscriptions collected at 
the same time, always keeping the latter in advance of tbe 
former. 

'* I now come to the more pleasing part of my address — 
viz., as to what the Home will probably be if funds can be 
raised to carry it out. You must be well aware that no in- 
stitution can prosper, or its inmates be comfortable, without 
proper and explicit rules and regulations. The following 
suggestions, subject to such alterations and modifications 
as times and circumstances necessitate, I now make, with 
a view to give an idea of the working of the proposed Bush- 
men's Home. 

" In an establishment of this kind care should be taken 
that a portion of Scripture be read, with prayer, daily ; but 
it must be left to the consciences of the inmates whether 
they like to attend such morning devotions or not — all 
should be advised and kindly invited to do so. There are 
many pious bushmen who will gladly avail themselves of 



THE BUSHKBN's OLUB. 41 

such a privilege. The Lord's De>7 must be strictly observed 
according to law ; none but absolutely necessary work can 
be permitted or tolerated on this day. Men will afber a 
little while begin to respect the Sunday, and feel that they 
are really at home. There should not be permitted at any 
time brawling or distnrbanoe or any soandalouB actions dero- 
gatory to the honouf of Ood, the corruption of good morals, 
or the discredit of the institute (such aa obscene songs, filthy 
talkii^ or jesting), as these things are not only insulting 
to right-minded persons, but unbecoming the character of 
decent men. 

" Such rules, at first sight, may appear a little strict ; but 
they are certainly very necessary, considering the OEireleBa 
way in which many at present live in the bush. 

" For all this the greatest liberty should be permitted 
comustent with reason and the proper working of the insti- 
tute. Working men themselves (even the most vicious) 
know that order is necessary ; and when the advantages of 
the institution become generally known the rules will com- 
mend themselves to every thoughtful mind. There is, I 
think, little fear that it will sufier by its strictness in these 
things from any lack of patronage. 

" Inmates should be advised and encouraged to conduct 
themselves in a fraternal, clean, quiet, and orderly manner 
for the sake of peace, comfort, and happiness. 

" If any one is dissatisfied with the rules, regulations, ser- 
vants, victuals, attendance, or on any other just or reason- 
able grounds, he should quietly make it known to the super- 
intendent, that a remedy may be applied if it can be had. 
This would prevent grumbling or murmuring about the 
place, and also keep other inmates from becoming dissatis- 
fied and miserable. 

" In the event of any just cause of complaint against the 
superintendent, it should be made in writing (signed by the 
compliuning party) to the Committee (^ree forming a 
quorum), or no notice should be taken of such complaint. 
It would then be the duty of the Committee to invest^te 
the matter and set it right. 

" The daily routine should be somewliat as follows : — First 
bell at 7 am., to awaken the inmates j second bell at 7.30 



a.m., morning reading and prayers (to all who like to 

attend) ; tiiird bell at 8 a.m., breakfast {grace always before 
meala by superintendent or other) ; fourth l>ell at noon, 
dinner — the tables to be cleared by 2 o'clock ; fifth bell at 5 
p'.m., tea. I would suggest that for the instraction and 
amusement of the inmates, to fill up the space of time 
between tea and supper, there should be lectures, a 
debating club, preaching or reading, scientific amusements, 
adult schooling, music and singing classes, a notice of which 
should be posted up in some conspicuous place after break- 
fast, BO that the people may know what will be going on in 
the evening. Sixth bell at 9 p.m., supper. 

" The labour office, saviugs bank, and post-office should he 
open every working day at specified times, subject to such 
rules as may be found necessary. 

" Notice-boards and printed forms should be provided, 
and every application for hands or work (whether contract 
or otherwise) from the country, &c., should be posted up 
daily, with, if possible, the wages to be given or price of 
such contract, in a public place inside the Home, that the 
men may choose their own situations or work, and not, aa 
the enemies to the Bushmen's Home movement have wrongly 
and slanderously asserted in the , papers, be compelled to 
accept any kind of work or place contrary to their incliho- 
tion or judgment. 

■ " Bushmen should be advised and encouraged to transmit 
their wages or savings periodically to the Home savings 
bank, that their interest may he going on, and receive 
their bank-books, or, perhaps better, a receipt, for their 
money, and have their books kept at the bank to prevent 
fraud or loss, without leaving their places or stations at such 
short intervals and continually shifting about as some do, 
Nothing is ever gained by this line of conduct ; and when a 
man knows that he has an account at the bank it makes him 
feel that he is really living for something, and will, in nine- 
teen cases out of twenty, induce him to try to add to hia 
little stock of savings, 

" Every boaxder should be requested (thoiogh not com- 
- pelled) to deposit what money he does not want for imme- 
diate use on his arrival at the Home bank (instead, as has 
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too often boon the case, in the publican's till) for aafo keep- 
ing, aud &aj oibex valuables he may posseBS io the store, for 
which he shoold get a store receipt. He should be able 
to draw out diulj, at the proper ofBce hours, what money ho 
may need, as long as it lasts, if it is deposited for safe 
keeping only. 

" The reading-room and library should he open daily for 
the sale and exchange of good books, &g. A supply should 
be selected by the Committee and kept at the Home for dis- 
posal at a low charge. The reading-room should be well 
supplied with newspapers and approved periodicals. 

" Befresbmont-room. — No intoxicating drinks of any kind 
or description to be kept or drunk upon the Home premises. 
The following should be permitted : — Tea, ooffee, chocolate, 
milk, syrups, currant and raspberry riuegar, kali, lemonade, 
ebdawater, gingerbeer, or any other harmless, sober drinks ; 
fruit, confectionary, &c., &c ; and these to be sold at the 
lowest possible charge— in fact, a kind of restaurant for the 
men to sit down and to enjoy themselves as rational beings. 

" Besides the regular holidays there should be two annual 
entertainments at the Home ; for if unemployed men are 
not found some innocent amosementa, they wiU probably 
find some vicious ones themselvoa. Let there be one at the 
anniversary of the founding of the Home, and another after 
ahearing — these to he duly advertised. There should also 
be occasionally excursions, picnics, tea parties, cricket 
matches, or any innocent amusements or recreations that 
can be devised to keep up a lively feeling amongst the 
people. 

" The pious and grave should also be able to spend their 
time at the Home in a way congenial to their peculiar habits 
of life, and with profit to their minds. 

" Such a state of things would be found much better 
for buahmen than being plundered on almost every side, 
bocussed, robbed, locked up, brought before ma^strates, 
heavily fined, getting diseased, lying about in public- 
houses, sometimes drunk end delirious for days and even 
weeks at a time, wasting tbeir hard earnings, wandering 
about the stations and huts sometimes almost starving, 
losing their self-respect, and ofttimes dying in the bush. 
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Qf course, I know that this does not apply to all (Ood 
fbrbid !) ; but I know eiso that this is ihe case with far 
too many, who after their debauch return again to their 
work (if they can get it) in a depressed, shattered, and d&- 
biUtated condition, neither wiser nor better men. Somo 
bushmen do this repeatedly to the end of their lives, and 
not only do no good in their day, but show an evil eiaoiple 
to the riaiug generation — actii^ more like the brutes that 
perish than responsible and accountable beings. Any 
careful single man might, if he chose, reside comfortably in 
the Home three months in erety year of his labours in the 

" I apprehend some arrangements mil be made by 
which any boarder may invite an old mate or friend 
(travelling or otherwise) to stay at the Home with hTm by 
paying his expenses whilst there. This would enable bush- 
men to assist a companion, as they readily do under such 
circumstances, when ho is out of work. 

" A provision should be made for distressed bushtnen. 
by the establishment of a club or friendly society, some- 
thing like that of the Masons, Oddfellows, or Bechabites. 
They will be able to arrange this matter wbeu they get to- 
gether at the Home, and make proper arrangements for 
raising a fund for assisting the unemployed. 

" I would remark here that men cannot expect to be ad~ 
mitted to the privileges and benefits arising from this Insti' 
tution if they squander away and waste their means in 
riotous bving, drunkenness, debauchery, &c., and then 
think to fall back on the sober, steady working men to 
support them. This would not only be unwise, but de- 
cidedly unfair to the honest, industrious man, and would 
also be giving countenance and encouragement to profli' 
gacy and vice, which it will be the chief cum of this in- 
stitute to counteract and suppress. 

" By a little wise management and prudent common sense 
the working man who is sober and has his health need not 
want in this country. Remember that it is wages well spent 
that will effect good. A fund should be established for the i 
support of aged members unable to work, instead of sending \ 
them to the Destitute Asylum. Consider, youth is the 
Bowing-time for old age. ; 



" There should also be a fund for vidows and orphans, 
who are sometimes left in a deplorable state in the bush, if 
means could be obtained. To the married people I would 
say — The most of you have families, and there ia a sugges- 
tion recorded for a free boarding-school for bush children, if 
funds can be raised. This should be borne in mind, and is a 
matter of great importance to the future generation. Tour 
forefothers did good for you, and you must do the same for 
your ofispring. Tour families w^l probably grow up and 
reap the advantage of your present generosity ; therefore, if 
you get no benefit from it, yonr children will. 

" The working staff, to commence with, should be as fol- 
lows : — First, a permanent standing committee of trustees ; 
second, a committee of buehoien (being members of the 
Home) to act in concert and cOKtperate with the trustees 
for working the institution, to be called the ' Bushmen's 
Own Committee.' These should be chosen by ballot or 
otherwise from none but working men. Only annual sub- 
scribers should be permitted to nominate, vote, or sit as 
members of the said committee or as representatives thereof, 
and no person should be entitled to more than one vote. I 
think this is a very fair arrangement for all parties, and no 
bushman or labouring man can find fault with it. Third, 
superintendent to act as accountant of Home, &c., and clerk 
of labour office, until the work grows sufficiently to admit of 
assistance ; fourth, caterer or steward ; fifth, good cook ; 
sixth, under-steward or voluntary help from distressed bush- 
men. The services of a medical man^should also^ obtained 
if possible. 

" No hired servant of the .establishment should be per- 
mitted to receive from any member, boarder, or other per- 
son visiting or staying at the Home any present or money 
without the consent of the committee ; and notices should 
be posted up conspicuously to this effect. 

•' Members of the Home should have, when the proper 
time arrives, a card of introduction to agencies or Homes of 
similar character that may be established in other places 
that they may require to visit, in order that they may secure 
comfortable and respectable accommodation When away from 
tbo parent Home, so as not to fall into the hands of design- 
ing persona. I V.OUVK 
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"All ftDDufil Bubscriptiona (when Euranged} and weekly 
board must b« paid and kept paid in advance. 

" The Home should be open to all comers who choose to 
submit to 'its mles- and regulations, the charge being as 
low as possible, compatibly with the current prices of prori- 
sions, good attention, cleanliness, and comfort. All profits, 
however made, to go to the benefit of the Home, and aU 
officials to be paid by salary as the committee may decide. 

" Any communications addressed by subscribers or others 
in the country to the superintendent should be carefully and 
punctually attended to, and everything done to promote the 
welfare, comfort, and happiness of the people belonging to 
this institute. 

" Members going into the country to their work should 
have the privilege of storing any of their effects, which should 
be taken all possible care of ; also of corresponding with the 
Home, whioh would be a kind of agency for obtaining and 
sending necessary letters, books, &o., to any laushmen or 
others on the stations, and for transacting any needful buai' 
nesH for them, and, if possible, without eitra charge or ex- 
pense. 

" A cabinet or museum should be placed in a conspicuous 
part of the Home for the reception of bush curiosities, speci- 
mens, or works of art. 

"It is impossible to over-estimate the importance of snob an 
institution as this to bushmeu and labouring men, phyaicallj, 
socially, morally, and religiously, and these are the cardiual 
points ai^^ at in the formation of this one. It will cen- 
tralize the men if conducted on sound, broad, liberal princi- 
ples, with a consideration to their comfort: and happiness, 
and provide for them the great desideratum of an uncorrupt 
labour office. It would cement in proper bonds the em- 
ployers and the employed, and would prevent many diffe- 
rences which at present eiist It should not be a cramped 
affair, but be made as attractive as possible in all its rela- 
tions ; for (under God) its vitality depends upon this, and 
scrupulously keeping all kinds of intoxicating drinks (even 
colonial wine or hop beer) out of it. Most bushmen are 
easily led to drink to excess — sometimes the smelt of liquor 
will do it ; and a single glass of wine or beer has led many 
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men of this class, to my certain knowledge, to min. It must 
be excluded, however hard the case may be, ia every shape 
and form (except iinder the handa of a medical ms-u or for 
religious ordinaiices), or it will not only kill the men, but 
will be the death of the institute. Through these means the 
long-negleoted biisluuaa will feel that he is a brother-man 
and member of society, and treated like one. This very fact 
realized will tend to keep him (under God) from those vices 
and besetting sins which have been the ruin of thousands 
temporally and spiritually, and may, by the favour of God, bring 
him yet to feel that he is a Christian also. Of course, if any 
person cannot place himself under the rules of the Home, 
both for his own good and the good of others, he cannot be 
admitted to the benefits aud privileges arising out of it, 
which may be many. 

" The rules and regulations (when framed) should be 
printed and hung up about the premises, so that all per- 
sona may have access to them at any time. 

" Now, my friends, I want you to view with unpr^udiced 
minds the usefulness of such an institution as this. I ask — 
la there not something noble in it 1 We are placed here in 
this world to do good one to another, and we cannot do so 
without it costing us something. It now remains with yoii 
to say whether you will help us or not. I pray God, for 
Christ's sake, to give you both the will and the power to do 
BO. Let us hope there is a better time coming, not only for 
bushmeu, but for all classes ; but you must each and all of 
you individually put your shoulders to the whtel and add 
your share of the contribution (one good effort does it all), 
and then we sh^ by the blessing of God on our joint efforts, 
succeed in this great and benevolent undertaking. 

" f must now strongly urge upon the holders of subscrip- 
tion-lists or collectors the necessity of at once opening their 
lists and soliciting subscriptions, which should lie open until 
the expiration of the extended time — viz., after shearing, 
if they are not filled before ; if filled up previously, let 
them be forwarded to the Secretary. This will agitate the 
matter, bring in advocates for the cause, and keep the clainis 
of the institution before the public. Contributors can give 
any amount they please ; and where there are no regular 



48 BISTOtlT OP 

Bubacriptioa-liBts tbey can Bend a donation or post-office 
order direct to the Treasurer and Secretarjr of the Buehmen's 
Home (Mr. C. Sabine, Adelaide), who will return a receipt 
for the amount or advertise it in the usuEtl way. 

" After the first or parent Home has been set going in 
good order it would be well to erect branchea or receiving 
bomea in the outlying districts, if found needful, and pro- 
Tided fnnds can be raised under the same organization. 

" The first year or two will be the most trying time, pro- 
bably, for the Home, until ita praotioal advantages become 
known and appredated. 

" If the money collected is not applied to the purpose for 
which it has been received, it should be returned back to the 
Bubscribera, less the expenses. All contributors should givfi 
their names in full, and place of residence, that they may be 
found if needful. 

" Friends, I must now leave the matter with you, feeling 
that I have not done the subject half the justice it deserves. 
I should be glad to see an abler person take the matter 
up on behalf of the bushmen. There are, or soon will be, 
Bubsoriptiou-lists lying at every head station in the colony 
(as per resolution passed at the last meeting) ; and I oannot 
close my address in a better way than by asking you to cast 
aside all prejudice, to go forward generously, add your namea 
to the list of contributors, and show the colony at large 
that you are not only able but willing to do good for your- 
selves when you see the way clear to do it. Many say that 
the bushiMn never will make an effort to establish them- . 
selves and gain a footing as a class. Now, bushmen, it 
remains with you to answer this practically and show theta 
they are mistaien, 

" Many thanks to those kind and zealous friends wlio have 
already contributed to so noble a cause. 

" I now ask your kindly feelings and generous donations 
towards the proposed Bushmen's Home. Mind, I do not 
not receive money for it myself ; but I will (d.v,), in con- 
junction with my evangelizing work, do all 1 can to open the 
lists, and to induce others to do so, by visiting all the 
stations 1 possibly cftn on foot during the coming shearing 
season. 
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" It any person has any objections to make to thia address 
or any part of it, tbey are respectfully requested to make 
Buch objections verbaUy known now, or they can do it bj 
letter ; or if any one 1ms an amendment to suggest, I shful 
not oijy be glad but very thankful to hear it. 

" Any communication addressed to Mr. H. HuBsey, care of 
Mr. Sabine, during my absence from Adelaide, will receive 
cupful attention. 

" 1 will now conclude by saying the more I think on this 
subject the more I feel constrained to say God bleea the 
vork, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

" WiLLIAK. 

"Adelaide, May 6, 1869." 

We will now endeavour to follow " William" in hia arduous 
joumcyings on behalf of the Home through the country. 
The first letter reaeived from him after hia departure by ^e 
Hon. Secretary respecting thia movement was written from 
Canowie, and dated January 29, in which he spoke of the 
Home as everywhere popubir, excepting in the north-east, 
where considerable opposition was manifested, as the follow- 
ing advertisement emanating from the Committee in Ade- 
laide will show : — 

" Advertisement. 

" It has been represented to the Committee that a report 
has been oiroulated in the north-east that certain employers 
are interesting themselves in this movement ageuuat the 
benefit of the working men, and that on this account some 
bushmen are declining to co-operate. 

" The Committee take this opportunity of informing bush- 
men thereof, so that tbey may take steps to counteract any 
effect such a report may have on the progress of the insti- 
tution. " Clement Sabine, Hon. Sec 

"AdelMde, February 19, 1869." 

After this it was also tho\igbt expedient to issue the fol' 

lowing explanatoiy address in consequence of the prospectus 

being considered rather obscure, viz. ; — 

" Bcshubn's Home. 

" What advant^es will bushmen derive from subscribing to 

erect a Home 1 

■ - s- 
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" Notice to Buthmen. 

" The Committee have been requested, on the ground that 
the published proapectua is obBCure on the point, to state 
what benefits are likely to accrne to bnshmen by eatabliehing 
Homes in the colony. 

"To thia question the Committee can only reply that, 
having at first taken action at the instance of some 600 
residents on stations who personally represented to ' Wil- 
liam' the necessity for a Home, their work at present is 
only initiative. 

"The bushmen who subscribe will have a voice in the 
election of a working committee and local committee, which, 
when the thing b ready to start, must be appointed ; and 
it will rest with themselves to develop at a future time 
various plans for their own comfort and the general im- 
provement of their condition in the same way as do clubs 
and societies of a more pretending nature. The success of 
the institution will depend on the manner bushmen them^ 
selves support it. 

" It is for bushmen to come forward and represent to 
the Committee their views on a subject in which they 
have somuch interest. This can be done by letter or other- 
wise. 

" The Committee would point out that ' William,' the 
Missionary, is now traversing the north and north-east, 
&e., giving addresses to the men on this vety sutgect; 
and he is conferring with the subscribers and inducing 
others to subscribe by pointing out the advantages of the 
Home, and, having leamt the opinions of bushmen, he will 
report to the Committee the result of his labours. 

" South-eastern subscribers will, of course, expect, when 
the trial Home shall have been erected at the Burra and 
found to answer, that anotJier shall be erected at or near 
Adel^de ; and it is expected that other homes under the 
Game organization will afternarda speedily be erected else- 
where. 

" Wages Question. — The Committee distinctly af&rm that 
they do not intend to deal with the question of wages in any 
shape or form. Of course, there will be a labour office — 
merely a department iu every Home where men can meet 
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Tith mastera, and each party suit themselyes on their own 
terms to the best mutioal advantage. 

" Genera] Agency. — Members of the Home will be able to 
avail themaelvea of the services of the superintendent in 
tranaacting matters of business or money affecting them- 
selves. 

" Place of Abode. — One object aimed at by this institu- 
tion is that buehmen may know that whenever they are 
traveUing from one employ to another, or are taking a hoU' 
day or looking for work, they may (if members) have one or 
two fixed places which they have a right to make use of as 
their own (aubjeot merely to ordinary regulations) where 
they can stay aa short or as long a time as they please at 
moderate charges, and feel in every ecEse of the word ' at 
home,' where they may keep themselves respectable, meet 
their fellow-bushmen, indulge in rational amusement, and be 
as independent though more comfortable than if stopping at 
any ordinary boarding-house or inn, enjoying also the privi- 
leges named in clause 2 of the prospectus. 

" Representation and Protection. — The working men may 
rest satisfied that when the affair is in working order sub- 
scribing members will have their fair share of voting-papers, 
so that their interests will be protected to the utmost, as the 
Committee are taking the matter up solely on the bushmen's 
behalf to accomplish for their comfort and improvement that 
which bushmen, without any present oi^auization of their 
own, would by themselves be unable to accomplish. 

" Clement Sabine, Hon. Sec. 

" Adelaide, February 24, 1869." 

After the publication of this address the following remarks 
appeared in the Olaerver of the 27th February, 1869 : — 

" In another column the Committee of the Bushmen's 
Home have adopted a wiso and politic course by striving 
• — and we doubt not the result will prove successful — to set 
before those who must be most immediately concerned the 
advantages anticipated from the establishment of this insti- 
tution. They at the same time meet in a fair spirit and 
courageous tone the objections which have found their way 
into print j whilst they have not hesitated to grapple wili 

02 , ....UUgK 
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those wlaob may have not been so prominently urged, but 
axe rather being quietly insinxiated, of which, agtun, are 
merely lurking unseen, unspoken, in the breasts of men who, 
from long-enforced isolation in the distant bush, far from 
friendly counsel and companionship, may cherish doubts as 
to a project for their benefit begun amidst the busy hum of 
the metropolis. Bushmen, however, must not forget that, 
although the meeting at which the project was broached was 
held in Adelaide, information had been collected long before 
by those whose hearts were set upon ameliorating the condi' 
tion of a class the appearance of members of which in any 
centre of population with a cheque representing the labour 
of twelve months, and requiring to be ' melted,' was the 
signal for 'crimps' and 'spongers' — words not to be found 
in Webster, but wofully significant— to be on the alert Who 
that baa travelled in pastoral districts in the Far North, 
South-Eaat, Western Plains, Yorke'a PeninBula, or other 
directions, has not enjoyed the rough but hearty hos- 
pttaliy of shepherds and stockmen without being able to 
fill his note-book, if so disposed, with stones but too true 
of the visit to town, no friend there, the apparently kind 
attentions of one who by some means catches sight of the 
order on a mercantile firm, notes, or draft, and sets himself 
gradually to lead the victim step by step, till some morning, 
with blanket and billy, the tramp has to be resumed bade 
from some classic part of Adel^de, where casinos and worse 
are plentiful, to the flock of aheep on a wide brush-bordered 
plain or bare hillside 1 

" It would be a fatal mistake for the public, however, to 
suppose that the objectors are many, or the arguments urged 
and difficulties raised are cogent. The bush apostle ' William,' 
who before the city meeting was held had travelled nearly to 
Euola in one direction and far away in others, brought 600 
proofs in signatures of as many men that the Home 'waS 
desired (longed for) ; and all who know aught of shepherdom 
can tell that the feeling is very general. A letter from 
< William,' dated Arkaba, Feb. 22, lies before us, in which 
there is abundant evidence that in the north and north-east, 
while on foot he journeys like a Peter the Hermit, on a 
m<xre prosaic but iar more noble crusade, he, not forgetful 
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of his main work, from vhioh nothing tuma him aside, it 
ever rec«iving freeh proof trf the popularity of the Biuhmsu's 
Home movement, whilst persoiul appeal and explanation 
clears away the bulk of any remaining prejudioe or diffi- 
culty. 

" The second proepectiis, for such it may he termed, deals 
with the Advantages to be secured, the wages question, 
general agency, representatjon, and protection ; and we 
oannot do better than invite attention to it. Meantims 
we may add that the BubHoription-Usto are rapidly filling 
up, the number of adherents increasing, and many are ex- 
pressing that species of gratitude which is described as 
thankfulneBs for favours about to be received. 

" From ParEitana, on Feb. 6, one of the gentler sex sends 
us the following welcome acknowledgment in return for our 
advocacy of the movement >— ' May you succeed with the. 
Bushmen's Home. All men on this station will subscribe to 
it willingly, and many thanks you have received from 
them.' " 

The Chronicle, also of the same date, published the follow- 
ing remarks on the ^orementioned explanatory address : — 

" The Bushmen's Home seems now in a fair way of being 
established. It is making its own way in an unpretending 
manner in the country districts. The Committee has not 
thought it desirable to call the attention of the Adelaide 
public, nor to solicit help from resideuts in town, until after 
an expression of opinion from those outlying runs, and the 
test of the amount of subscriptions receLved show a gua- 
rantee to the public that buslimen are interested in this 
great work of self-improvement. We would especially direct 
the attention of bushmen to an advertisement addressed to 
themselves from the Committee of the Bushmen's Home, 
which seems to imply that the Home is making itself 
known and its privileges felt outside the settled districts, 
although little or no stir is mado as yet near town." 

At this stage of the Club's progress " WiUiam" thoi^ht it 

pmdent and necessary to publish the following address to 

the bushmen of South Australia, with a view to stir them up 

to action and awaken their sympathies on behalf of the 

o3 
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inOTeiiient. It was written at the Blinman Mine, and eent 
to the Hon. Secretary (C. Sabine, Esq.), who kindly under- 
took to get it inserted in the Obterver c^ Januajy 23, 1869, 
aa will be seen by the following note : — 

" TO THH EDITOR. 

" Sir — Enclosed I beg to hand you an address from the 
Bush Missionary ' William' which has been forwarded to me, 
and I shall feel obliged by your permitting it to be inserted 
in your columns. 

"I am, Sir, &o., 
" Clement Sabine, Hon. Sec Bushmen's Home." 
[Addsxss, per Ibtodt of the Oiurtw.] 
" To the Bushmen of South Australia, from ' William.' 

"Dear Christian Friends and Brother Bushmen — I ven- 
ture to make this appeal, knowing that there are a great 
many perBouB in the bush d^rons of leading a steady life, 
saving their hard earnings, and doing good for themselves ; 
also that the number of sober men is largely increasing in 
the colony. As the greater part of these have no home or 
friends in this country, and no place to resort to, I think the 
Bushmen's Home just the needed thing fur them. I am 
constrained to make this urgent appeal on behalf of the in- 
stitution (I know full well its aecesaity), having travelled for 
years amongst the bush people and seen all the phases of 
bush life. I remember that our Lord Jeeus Christ went 
about doing good to the bodies as well as the bouIb of men, 
and commanded His disciples to follow Him as an example. 
If any class of people in this world want a Home (Uke the 
one proposed). It is the hush people. 

" Bushmen, I beseeoh you all, for your own good, to come 
forward oheerfully, zealously, and prayerfully, not only to 
assist in the building of this thrice-blessed institution, but to 
support it by patroniaing it when it is built. Many leave 
the stations with good intentions, but are unable to cany 
them out through so many temptations being thrown in 
their way (for all have not Christian power) by undesir- 
able characters who are ever seeking to entrap and prey 
upon the unwary. Bushmen generally are honest, open- 
hearted men, {I do not say they are all Christians — &te 
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froDQ it ; nevertheless, God has many of HU people in the 
hush.) Their open and frank demeanour is the oause, I fear, 
of their being so eaaUy duped and imposed upon by ejisrpers 
and others. 

" And now, brother busbmeu of South AustraLa, I make 
my appeal especially to you. Many of you know well that 
you have offered me on different occasions generous and 
valuable presents (many thanks for them, just as much as if 
I had received them) ; but, like the Apostle Paul, I take no 
man's money (as pay) in the Lord's work, that I may make 
the Gospel of the free grace of God without charge, and I do 
this that I may stop the mouths of the enemies of the Crosq 
of Jesus, the Christ. You have, almost without ezceptiou, 
been kind and considerate towards me for the Lord's sake. 
Tou have fed and in a measure clothed me, and that is all X 
can or do expect ; and I ask you now to be as kind to your- 
selvM, now you have the opportunity, as you have been to 
me. Cast aside all prejudice and pride, and as one niaa 
come forward and contribute generously to build yourselves 
a home and a name. Surely, if a man would expend money, 
it should be in such a good cause as this. 

" I feel sure that much greater good will grow out of this 
undertaking than has yet been anticipated in the shape of 
school instruction, provision for the aged, infirm, and desti- 
tute, and general improvement of your social position ; and 
when you have a central place of resort you will be able of . 
your own selves to devise means and ways of benefit which 
are at present hidden from your sight. 

" Awake and begin now to take care of yourselves ; and I 
pray God, for Christ's sake, to give you the deaire, the will, 
and the power to help us. 

" I am, your servant, for Christ's sake, 

" January 14, 1869." " WiLLLur. 

Immediately after this the following letter appeared in the 
Chronick of February 20, 1869 : — 

" EnSHJCBS'S HOMB. 
" TO THE EDITOR. 

" Sir — In an address I formerly published I expressed a 
wish to see a Home, so much needed, buUt for the comfort 



of buahmen, so aa to preserve them from being preyed upon 
by some of the publicans and a few lodging-house keepers, 
and I am very proud to see that it is likely to be carried 
into effect ; but my object now in addreaeing you is to point 
out vbere I consider this scheme is likely to lack support. 

" In the first place, then, it ia proposed to establish the 
Homes in central situations, such as the Burra. Now this, 
I think, will be found eventually to be an error, as the bush' 
man, on leaving a station, does so to see a little recreation 
and amusement, so as to enliven him after a long stay and 
the monotony in a bush life. This he cannot, of course, see 
in a little township ; there is nothing but the public-house to 
resort to — no amusement whatever. 

" I may he met with the argument that he will not feel 
this, as he will have everything comfortable, and a library, 
&0., provided. This is all veiy good ; but how many are 
there who cannot read or do not give their minds to it 1 

" I will give you a slight sketch of the manner I adopted 
on the Melbourne side. First then in settling up ; I drew 
my money in two cheques — a smaller one for the road, and 
the remainder in another. This I enclosed, addressed to 
myself, to the care of my news-agent, to be left till called 
for; so that if I spent or lost the smaller one on the road, 
I was forced to go to Melbourne or elsewhere to get the 
other. On reaching town, I first sought a respectable 
' lodging-house ; then went out and bought whatever 1 might 
require in the way of clothing, bedding, &c. ; then I put £2 ■ 
into a party's hands, to give me when I had my swag on my ' 
back, ready to leave town. After this I knew what money I 
had to spend. In the morning then I arose (bush fashion) 
early, went and had a walk before breakfast, and my glass <^ 
ale on the road, I then returned, and cleaned myself, and again 
went out to see anything worth seeing, and calling in any- 
where for a glass when I felt dry. Thus I passed the day, 
taking care, whilst enjoying myself, to keep sober. Then in 
the evening, if 1 felt inclined, I went to the theatre or other 
place of amusement. This, Mr, Editor, is- what I think will 
be found needful to get the Home supported — to build it 
where amusements can be found. 

" The second objection relates to the labour office. If 
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the squatters imagine that the whole management of 
regulating w^;ee ie to lie with them (that is to say, that 
they are to offer such, wages only as they think fit, and the 
buahmen bound to accept them), then, I think, few buahmen 
will be found subacribers ; that is, if they are not for their 
eubBcriptiona to be entitled to a voice in ita rules and 
regnlatioDS before they are put in force. 

"As r^ards myself, I shall be willing to subscribe 
annually if the Home is built in Adelaide, and I do trust it 
may be raised, as I feel assured in time it will do much to 
elevate a class so much secluded from the enjoyments of 
most other olaeses. 

"I am, Sir, &c., 

"Now OB Never. 

" February 20, 1869." 

To show that the Home was at this time gMuiug popularity 
in the pastoral districts, the following is copied from the 
Chronicle : — 

"Blinman, March 6, 1869. 

"A meeting was held in Blinman Chapel on Saturday 
evening last, R. G. Lawrence, Esq., in the chair, to hear the 
missionary ' William' explain the advantages of the proposed 
Bushmen's Home, at the Burra. 

" Mr. Lawrence, having briefly opened the meeting, intro- 
duced ' William,' who proceeded to explain in a most 
elaborate manner the objects of the institution, and entered 
most fuUy into the minutiae of its proposed every-day life. 
The meeting, which was a crowded one, listened in a veiy 
attentive manner to his address. A subscription -list was 
presented by the temporary hon. secretary, Mr. Morley. It 
was most generously responded to by the parties assembled, 
no less a sum than £24 lOs. being subscribed in the room. 
The prospectus of the scheme being fully before the public, 
it would be needless to describe more particularly the 
address, which is, of course, an elaboration of t)ie prospectus. 
. All listened attentively to the speaker ; and after the usual 
votes of thanks to the lecturer, chairman, and hon. secretary, 
the meeting was closed by singing a hymn, accompanied on 
the harmonium by Mr. Thorn. Immediately after the close, 



a &^Ii meetitig was announoed, to give ' William' an oppor- 
tunity of canvaaaing the total abatinenoe oauae. Tbla be did 
in a Bomewhat lengthy addreas, and aiicceeded in gfuniog 
four diaciplea." 

The WcdUiroo Times fiirniabes the subjoined interesting 
references to " Williftm," the Buah Misaiooary. 

After referring to ihs Budunen's Some movement, the 
writer says : — 

" About ' William' there bangs a tale. We believe no one 
in the colony knows his surname, or much more of his 
history than that he has been for years engaged in the noble 
work of traversing the vast AustraJian continent, visiting the 
outlying stations and ebepherd'a huts, distributing tracts 
and other small boots. All the journeys he accomplishes 
on foot, and to him distance appears to be a matter of 
not the slightest conaideratioa. He will start on a walk of 
fifty, sixty, or even a hundred miles to visit ooe shepherd's 
hut. The tracts and other religioiia books he diatributes 
are, we believe, supplied principally by Mr. G. F. Angas, of 
Angas Park, who keeps 'William's' dep6t in town always 
supplied. After a journey, ' William' ocoaaionally roats a 
day or two at Angas Park, although, we believe, Mr. Angas 
knows not much more of him than there is contained in this 
paragraph. It may easily be imagined that in some of bis 
joiuneya, which extend from south-east to north of theBurra 
into Queensland, ' William' has sustained hardships of no 
ordinary description ; but from his own account of himself, 
he almost rivals the camel in his power of endurance under 
a scarcity of water. From the natives be has learnt that by 
various ways life may be sustained in the absence of better 
food, and armed with his staff and package of books, he will 
make his way over districts that would beat a well-appointed 
caravan. 

" Sometimes ' William' quaintly observes, ' This old body 
likes to give in ; ' but I say, " No! No! You must come on" 
— and come on it has hitherto done — -so much so, that 
' William' sees no fear on undertaking any journey. More 
than once he has talked of walking across the centre of the 
continent to Western Anatralia, but from this he has up to 
the present time refi^ned. What will probably be the 
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finale of EHioh a career, it is easy to say. Under some gum- 
tree in the lone bnah, the dust of the Bush Misaionory will 
probably return to duat, and the spirit to Glod that gave it. 

" Sudi are a fev of the particulars we bare been able at 
times to glean respecting this remarkable man, of whom 
our contemporary, the Regitter, in its isaue of the Ist inst., 
remarks : — ' On foot he journeys like a Peter the Hermit on 
a more prosaio but far more noble crusade, and &om which 
nothing turns him aside.' 

" We believe there is reason for supposing that ' William' 
has travelled over a large portion of the globe, and he has 
been heard to refer to ttie Crimean war. Could his history 
be published, it would undoubtedly surpass in interest a 
work of fiction. We have at times almost been tempted to 
regret that, through the reticence of the chief actor in the 
scenes, particulais of a life ^most apostolic in its simplicity 
and in the devotion exhibited to a work little known of his 
fellows should be lost ; but they are the well-earned property 
of the man, and as such, although we confess to a wish to 
know more, we shall regret if we have infringed in tbla 
notice upon a right that we can but respect." 

Still keeping pace with the march of events connected 
with the Institution, it will be necessary now to introduce 
the following correspondence from the Jtegisler : — 

" TO THK EDITOR. 

" Sir — If not troubling you too much, the insertion of the 
following lines may throw some light on the reasons why the 
Bushmen's Home is so unpopular on muny stations in tbe 
oorthem districts. I may here remark that my avocations 
having taken me up north not long since, and being brought 
into direct communication with that much, but undeservedly, 
abused class — the bushmen, I have gathered tbe following 
objectiona in course of convereation from worthy fellows : — 
First — That the squatting interest being opposed to the 
independence of the hands, it is evident to them that the 
lai^e squatters on the Committee are combined for a ptu^se 
of their owu. Second — The great unpopularity of the 
Chairman and Secretary among buahmen is a death-blow to 
the movement in any form. Tbu^i — That, aa in this country 
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all men (tre of one rank in life, respectability and industry of 

individuals being accepted as a fact, bushmen do not like 
being singled out ea a class requiring reform ; and that such 
an establishment as a Home is likely to stamp independent 
men with an inferiority, which they do not feel, suppoaiug 
they were to resort to aucb a practice. Fourth — That many 
of them have noticed that, while one or two comments 
favourable to the movement, from persons not busbmen, 
have been prominently inserted in the newspapers, many 
letters from bushmen themaelvea, strongly coudemning the 
Home, have^if not altogether aiippreased — not had jus- 
tice done to the writera, as the letters, instead of being 
inserted in the open column, only an extract or two has been 
given in the notice to correspondents; therefore it looks as if 
the same freedom granted to the squatters to discuss the 
matter ia not being extended to the men, all of which has a 
tendency to create distruBt in the minds of such men as 
bushmen, who lead a, solitary life, and are generally deep 
thinkers. Fifth — That with the cessation of immigration, 
the new chum was merged into the ranks of the colonists, 
and, therefore, a patt'onising condescension on the part of 
some would-be aristocrats is insufferably out of place in these 
days of progress. 

" Such, Sir, are the objections urged against the Home ; 
and I may here add that there is also a powerful opposition 
to be found in the ranks of the respectable northern store- 
keepers and innkeepers, who regard the attempt to supply 
any portion of the public with stores and accommodation by 
the squatters (as it will be doing if the Home is started) as 
an unwarrantable competition with the private enterprise of 
respectable tradesmen. 

" I have now fulfilled my promise to some of those 
bushmen, who conversed with me on the subject of the 
Home, in writing to your paper. It now remains for me to 
rely on your kindness to insert it. 

I am. Sir, &o., 

" H&WKBIt. 

"March 13, 1869." 

[The writer^ of course, takes a hawker's View of the 
questtou, and perhaps d publican's view also j but we have 
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not the least objectioa to publishing Lis letter, aa it is 
temperately -written, and expreaeea hia reasons for what he 
advances. The letters we refused were intemperate, and 
dealt only in assertion, or rather insinuation. Their publi- 
cation could have done no sort of good. — En.] 

This captious or querulous letter was not left long 
unanswered, a kind anonymous friend undertaking a reply 
of which the following ia a copy : — 

"TO THIS BDITOB. 

" Sir — In your impression of yesterday, a letter appeared 
signed ' Ha-wker,' and I was in hopes that this day's 
Register would have published an answer to the veiy illogica! 
reasonings of 'Hawker.' I will take hia letter leriaiim. 

" His first objection to the formation of a Bushmen's 
Home is, that ' squatting interest being opposed to the 
iudependenee of hands, it is evident to them that the large 
squatters on the Committee are combined for a purpose of 
their own.' Now, Sir, if the squattere had any designs 
against the buahmen, instead of endeavouring to protect 
them irom imposition and extortion, and, I may say, their 
own imprudence, they would rather encourage the present 
practice of squandering their wages, as it cannot be doubted 
that the sooner a bushmau's money is spent, the more he 
will be at the mercy of the squatters. 

" Secondly, ' Hawker" says, that 'the great unpopularity of 
the Chairman and Secretary among buahmen is a death-blow 
to the moTcment in any form.' This may be a valid 
objection to these gentlemen personally, but it does not touch 
the merits of the question. Besides, it does not follow that 
either of these gentlemen would retain their positions after 
the formation of a Bushmen'a Home ; indeed, unless they 
were ubiquitous, 1 do not see how they could act ns Chairman 
and Secretary to the many Homes that would most probably 
l>e established. 

" Thirdly, ' Hawker' makes a most astounding assertion 
even in this democratic colony. He says, ' that aa all men 
in this country are of one rank in life, respectability and 
industry of individuals being an accepted fact {whatever that 
may mean), bushmen do not like to be singled out as a class 
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requiring reform, and that such an establiabment as a Home 
IB likely to stamp independent men with inferiority, vhioh 
they do not fuel, auppoaing they were to reBort to Buoh a 
practice.' I will not go into the queBtion of the grammatical 
construction of the latter purt of the above, as ' Hawkffi' 
may not have Lindley Murray quite at his finger ends, but I 
wonld point out the absurdity, not to say arrogance, of 
saying, that all men are of the same rank in this countiy. 
In no civilized countiy in the world are all men of the 
same rank ; there are and ever will be diatinctions, and tho 
low, ignurant, brutalized bushman (and there are such) does 
not and cannot hold the same rank as the well educated 
moral man holds. That eveiy man should be equal before 
the law is perfectly just ; but equality before the law caa 
never be supposed to place all men upon a level. Whenever 
' Hawker* himself sh^ have a fortune sufficiently large to 
enable him to retire from business, he will, no doubt, discard 
his present opinion with something like a glow of indignation 
at such an absurdity. It is a well known fact that 
bushmen, as a rule, are — like sailors — the moat careless and 
improvident of men. They say this themselves; and to 
establish Homes for their comfort and security is a laudable 
undertaking. There are no doubt many exceptions, but it 
is too true that bushmen of the lower class are improvident, 
drunken, and immoral. It is well known that after receiving 
wages — sometimes a considerable sum — they will go to a 
public-house, and give the owner their money, on the under- 
standing that they drink it out ; and it is no less true that 
theBe unfortunate men are fleeced in the most shameful 
manner. No wonder that publicans and storekeepers oppose 
the movement ; it would deprive them of their large ill- 
gotten gains. In all changes there are some whose interests 
must clash with the new order of things. When first the 
idea of the ' Sailor's Homes' was broached, the low lodging- 
house-keepers were al! in arms, and a great deal of trash 
was said and promulgated on the subject ; but the plan has 
succeeded. The sailors are men like bushmen, and, according 
to ' Hawker,' are of the same rank as all others, and yet 
nobody says they are degraded by frequenting the Homes. 
On the contrary, as they are not exposed to gross and 
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immoral temptationa, tbef muet be improved, and might 

perhaps become better men hereafter. Surely the same 
influence acting upon the buBhman could not tend to make 
him more dependent than he is now ; indeed, far less so, as 
hia money would be better taken care of for him, and he 
would not have the temptation of indulging in the groas 
Bensuality bo dreadfully prevalent at present. Any one 
conversant with the low-class bushmen knows how shocking 
is the life led by them. ' Hawker* truly eays that the 
buafaraen lead a solitary life ; but if he made a slight 
alteration in the word 'thinkers,' he would be nearer the 
mark. 

" You have answered the fourth objection ; I therefore 
leave it unnoticed. And the fifth is really too absurd to 
require any answer. Englishmen are often very republican 
while they work for their daily bread ; when they become 
employers of labour, it is astonishing bow conservative they 
become. I am not a squatter, nor am I in any way connected 
with that class, but I cannot resist my desire to refute such 
arguments as 'Hawker's,' based as they are on Buch erroueous 
notions and one-sided views. I should be glad to see an 
abler pen than mine take up the cause, not of the squatter, 
but of the bushman, whose elevation and improvement 
should be an object with every right-thinking person. 

" In conclusion, I would observe that a Home is much 
more wanted in Adelaide tbau at the Burra, where not half- 
a dozen bushmen would ever think of spending their holidays. 
It is chiefly to the capital that the bushman looks for what 
he calls his ' spree,' and it is there that be reqiiires care and 
protection more than anywhere. 

" I am. Sir, &o., 

"A FaiBND TO THE BuSHHEN. 

"Adelaide, March 10, 1869." 

A clipping from the Aualralasian, inserted here, will show 
that in our sister colony, Victoria, they clung to the hope of 
a successful progress for this undertaking of ours ; and 
trusted that, in spite of the prejudice thrown out against it 
in this colony, we would not let any obstacle hinder us in 
giving at least a fair trial to our projected scheme. The 
Editor of that paper remarks : — 

, ...V.OU^K' 



" Wa regret to observe that the project of the BuBhmen's 
Home in South Aiistralia, irom wluch so much was not 
unreasonably expected, seems to be less popular among the 
class it WBB intended to benefit, than the friends of that class 
could have anticipated. So far as we can understand, the 
objections raised against it are the results, acme of mere 
prejudice, and others of personal interest. It ia snid that 
the chairman and secretary are unpopular, that the bushmen 
do not like to be patronized, that a Home implies something 
humiliating, and that 'the northern storekeepers aud inn- 
keepers regard the attempt to supply any portion of the 
public with stores aud accommodation by the squatters as 
an unwarraatable competition with the private enterprise of 
respectable tradesmen.' Here, we suspect, lies the sting. 
The publicans will not without a struggle loose their beat 
customers. We trust that the promoters of this truly good 
undertaking will not be disheartened by any such interested 
opposition. We observe that it has been ui^ed that the 
place where such an iuetitutiou is really wanted, is in 
Adelaide, aud not at the Burra. It is to the capital that the 
bnshman goes for his ' spree,' aud it is there that he 
particularly requires protection and advice. These con- 
siderations appear to us to have great weight. The truth 
probably is, that there ought to be a Home ia each place. 
We trust, however, that no care will be withhold, and no 
effort spared to give this project a fair trial under fair 
conditions of success." — Australasian, March 27, 1869. 

The next letter is a voice from Port Lincoln in favour of 
the Club, written by a rather eccentric, but well known 
bushman ; — 

" TO THE EDITOB OF THE ' ADVEBTIBBR.' 

" Sir — Several months ago, long before the idea of a 
Bushmen's Home had been thought of, or steps taken to 
initiate the same, you, Sir, first drew attention to the subject 
by an article written in the Advertiser, entitled " Cleaning a 
Bushman out." This rose from your hearing one of the frail 
sisterhood of Adelaide lamenting the hardness of the times, 
their own impecuuiosity, and the desirability of oatobing a 
bushman aud cleaniog him out. 
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" The idea of Bushmen's Homes, then started, has now 
become developed, and bids fair to be aa accomplished fact 
and one of the institutions of the colony. But, like all 
other phikntbropio efforts for the amelioration of huaumity, 
it has been met at the outset with feelings of antagonism, 
and letters have been written to the Prosa deorying the 
movemeut, and even assailing the motives of those who have 
cocne forward so liberally, giving their exertions, time, and 
money, in order to accomplish so desirable an object. These 
letten, I believe, have not genernllj emanated fi-um bona f,da 
busbmen, but have been writt«n at the inducement of those 
whose sources of livelihood are not the most un exceptional, 
and who now begin to see that their craft is in danger, if a 
consummation so devoutly to he wished, as the establishment 
of Bushmen's Homes, is arrived at, A great number of 
shepherds, butkeepers, knock-about hands, and other busbmen 
in this locality fully appreciate the desirability of having a 
Bushmen's Home, are ready to become subscribers, support 
it to the utmost of their ability, and hope soon to see a 
branch Home established in this isolated and far away part 
of the colony. Search the English language through, and 
scarcely can you find one word more desolate or terrible than 
the one ' homeless.' 

" To fully understand the loneliness of the bush in the far 
away settlements, it must be felt ; it cannot faithfully be 
described. It has been compared to a sailor's life at sea ; 
but what is the monotony of a few months spent at sea, 
where there is always something to vary the scene and 
attract the attention, compared to the complete isolation, the 
years of utter weariness spent in the far away wilderness % 
There the solitary bushman oasts his watchful eyes around, 
gazes from earth to sky, but finds no relief to cheer him ; 
bis flock of sheep, his dog, himself, are all that break the 
vacancy. 

All hashed above, beneath, aroniid. 

No itiiring form, no haman sound. 

TtuB ii a lonelineaa tliat folia 

Upoa the spirit sDd appals ; 

It is a silence makes one aHrink 

As from a precipice's brink. 

And yon will rwely meet it, save 

Id tlie for bnsh, or the oold grave. 



" Patieuoe, which is stud to be a virtue, is here taxed to 

the utanoBt powers of endurance, and it requires the concen- 
trated spirit of a dozen Mark Tapleya, amalgamated with 
the same number of Robinson Crusoea, to be at all jolly 
under auob circumstances, 

" So depressing, bo almost maddening are the influenoes of 
this solitude, that men lapse Bometimes into almost imbeoility, 
and occasionally show symptons of incipient idiotcy, become 
shy if spoken to, and nervously afraid of the society of their 
fellows ; or else nature seeks a reaction, and the cheques for 
arrears of we^s are drawn, the solitaire rushes into 
Adelaide, and in the novelty of the exciting change, feels 
lost and bewildered. Then he is marked out and spotted by 
the crimpB, the keepers of low, dirty, vermin-haunted 
lodging-houses, the emissaries of the inferior public-bouBea, 
or the bullies of the hoitses of ill-fame, and, helpless as one 
of hiB own eheep when rushed by wild dogs, he soon falls an 
easy prey. 

" First flattered and ' cleaned out,' then bullied and 
' turned out,' he re-shoulders his swag (if that by a fortunate 
ohance has been left to him), and returns to the bush, a 
sadder, but not often a wiser man. It is the same old tale 
80 often told ; aud who is to apply the remedy, who is to be 
his brother's keeper % Are not the efforts of those who have 
now come forward so nobly, in aiding and sucoourii^ those 
now erring and suffering at their own doors, as worthy of as 
much commendation as if they bad encompassed, the utter- 
most parts of the earth and seas in ameliorating the 
condition of the benighted heathen abroad t 

" And look at the different class of men that compose 
bushmen now, to what it was a quarter of a century ago j 
the old overlander and the Vandemonian element, then 
all prevalent, has disappeared, and among the ranks of 
shepherdom are now to be found men of all claraes — artiste, 
architects, clerks, doctors, tutors, ex-military men, clergy- 
men's sons, Uterary men, university men, &c., and what is 
the cause of this 1 Because Adelaide, like Melbourne, 
Sydney, and other large towns, is overstocked with men of 
education and talents ; they meet you in every comer of 
the street, jostle one in the highways and byways, can be 
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known by their laxikeQ boots and eeedy apparel, and their 
aniious faces looking helpleady, and too often hopelesBly, for 
that employment to give them bread, which they never find. 
If a Eiituation is advertised, a hundred applicants rush to fill 
it, and many of the disappointed ninety-nine try the bush as 
a demier reMort. A contemporary of yours lately waxed 
merry at their expense, and recommended the unauoceBsfuI 
cuididates to follow the profitable occupation of rag and 
bone collecting for the home markets. Boooado wrote his 
love tales whilst Florence was desolated with the plague. 
Nero played the fiddle while Borne was burning. And this 
same facetious writer, like a new but petty Democritua, 
can see nought hut joke and merriment in the sorrows and 
misfortunes of his fellow-colonists. 

" One gigantic evil felt in this remote part of the colony 
is, there is no school to be found for 'the ohildren of bush- 
men. You may travel for hundreds of miles and find the 
rising generation growing up altogether uneducated. The 
pui^nta keenly feel this, and would most gladly g^ve a 
moiety of their earnings to see their ohildren taught. The 
proposed school in the Bushmen's Home would meet this 

" Bushmen, as a class, are a very hospitable race— gene- 
rous in their sympathies, fond of practising the virtue of 
lenodochy, entertain strangers with a rough but ready wel- 
come ; and it is a pity to see men of this stamp tossed about 
as they are. In the north of this province, for instance, 
there are, to my own knowledge, from time to time, men to 
be met travellii^ for months together, with a heavy swag on 
their backs, on the waUaby track, seeking work, sleeping in 
draughty old woolsheds or deserted huts, their garments In 
tatters, their money all gone — ' cleaned out' — and they 
themselves enduring Mith manly resignation hardships and 
privations that would fill the soul of a London workhouse 
casual with supreme disgust. 

" As the cold and wet of winter are now fast approaching, 
a renewal of this state of things is sure to happen ; and wise 
and happy is he who has the foresight to perceive the coming 
evil and make provision against it, qiialifying himself to 
become an inmate of the Bushmen's Home, so that, should 



necessity require, that may be opea wlien &11 other homes 
vill be shut against him. 

" I am, Sir, &o., 

"J. BoiTD Phtpson. 
"Lake Hamilton, Port Linooln, Maroh 27, 1869." 

Wa now turn our attention to the work which "William" 
undertook to do in the bush on behalf of the Club. Some of 
his operations will be gathered by die perusal of the follow- 
ing publio reports : — 

[From the Obtervir of Uarch 20, 1869.] 
" * William,' the Bush Mbsionaby, and thb Bubhubs's 

HOUB. 

" We eitract the following from a letter written to a 
fHend by a gentleman in charge of a considerable station 
in the fiu- north : — 

" ' " William," the Bush Mlaaionaty, stayed here a few 
nights sinoe, and has been resting himsdf for a day or 
two at a neighbouring station. He intends returning to 
Adelaide, going down the eastern side for the purpose of 
explaining at the different stations the object of the Bush- 
men's Home. I think (as all must who give it due cun- 
sideratioa) that this a grand and laudable work ; but I 
have great doubts of its immediate success. It will re- 
quire time to conrince the class it is intended to benefit 
of the great amount of good it will unquestionably do them 
if they avail themselves of its advantages. " William" is 
extremely zealous in the cause, and feels sure of its success. 
Wherever he goes be reads a long address of his own which 
enters into minute details connected with the Home ; and 
though he will not himself take a sixpence by way of contri- 
bution towards it, he makes most anxious enquiries as to 
wheliier a subscription-list has been sent by the Honorary 
Secretary, and in the event of overseers (as in my own case) 
not having received one, he writes to town requesting that 
one may be forwarded at once. You know that I am not 
a very strong admirer of irregular clergymen ; but I c 
speot a person of " William's" evident sincerity and ,e 



[Prom the Siguier of April 2, tS69.T 
" We hear that a large number of Bubscriptioa-listB have 
been returned to the Hon. Secretary of this inatitutioQ, and 
that they represent in the aggregate a considerable amount. 
The list &om the Blinman Mine contributed the Bum of £30, 
and several others are not far behind ; but as we understand 
the entire amount of contributions from the bush will shortly 
be published, it is unnecessary to give any details on the 
present occasion. The lists aiready received show that the 
bushmen are in earnest about their Home, and that they 
are determined to have one or more of these places of resort, 
in spite of the attempts of some few captious persons who 
have, endeavoured to raise an opposition to the movement. 
So soon as the bush has been thoroughly canvassed, we un- 
derstand a public meetii^ wUl bo held in Adelaide for the 
purpose of bringing the daima of the proposed institution 
before the notice of the colonists generally in town or 
country. It appears that ' William,' the missionary, may 
be expected in town in the course of two or three weeks, toe 
chief object of his viut being to represeut the bushmen and 
furnish such information as bis exten^ve knowledge will 
enable him to do as to t^e situation and management of the 
Home." 

A Burra correspondent, writing to the Chronicle of April 
10, states that general ^mpathy is expressed there with the 
proposed Bushmen's Home movement. He eays — " Doubtless 
a branch establishment at the Btirra would be productive of 
most beneficial results, and be the means of providing com- 
fort end good accommodation to bushmeu arriving from 
stations situated in the north and north-eastern districts, 
without presenting the usual temptations inseparable from 
the ordinary means generally available. It must be highly 
complimentary to bushmen to think that at last some 
earnest and influential persons are endeavouring by their 
exertions to do something to alleviate the vicissitudes and 
hardships attendant upon the isoleted nature of bush life by 
providing institutions of this description." 

The 'Treasurer, being desirous of ascertaining the exact 
state of the finances prior to a public meeting being held in 
Adehude, issued the following advertisement : — 
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" The time for returmng the subseription-lista in cud of 
the above institution ia extended to 28tb April, by whioli 
date it iB hoped they will all be sent in, whether filled up or 
oWierwiae." 

Matters having now been brought to an isBue, steps were 
taken to make arrangements for a public meeting. The fol- 
lowing Circular was sent to each member of the Committee 
on April 23, 1869 :— 

" BnsHMEN'a Home. 

"Adelaide, April 23, 1869. 

" Sir — ^Tou are respectfully requested to attend a meeting 
<^ the Committee of the above, on Thursday next, at my 
office, Greufell-Btreet, at 2.30 p.m. 

" Clembht Sabime, Hon. Seo." 

In response to the aforesaid Circular, a nieeting of the 
Committee was held on Thursday, April 29, at 3 p.m. Pre- 
sent — Messrs. H. Scott (ChauTnan), J. H. Angaa, H. Husaey, 
R. B. Smith, C. Sabine, and " William." 

The minutes of the preceding meeting, held on January i, 
were read and confirmed. 

The Honorary Secretary stated that, besides the subscrip- 
tiou-liats handed to each member of the Committee, 267 lists 
had been sent to stations in the bush, of which number 45 
had been returned with .£316 6b. 6d., eight had been sent 
back from the dead-letter office, and seven had been returned 
without subacriptiona ; leaving 207 lists besides those in the 
hands of the Committee still to be sent in. ^ 

" WiUiam" said he had visited 37 stations since the Com- 
mittee last met, and that he had read at each an address to 
the men prepared by himself entering fully into the de- 
sign and ol^ects of the Home, and that the address had 
b«n well received, and the men had no objections to make. 
The speaker then read his address to the Committee for 
comment. 

It was resolved—* 

<" 1. That in consequence of so many suhscription-liata 
being still out, the Committee considers it inexpedient to 
hold a public meeting at present." 

" 2. That the Secretary communicate with parties still 
holding subscriptioU-Usts, requesting them to return the 



The BDBHitmi'9 cltib. fl 

B&me without delay, in order that the result of &U the apr 

plications may be ascertained." 

" 3. That, with a view to meet the wishes of the majority 
of the subscribers and others interested in the proposed in- 
stitution, it is desirable to establish a Home, in the first in- 
stance, in or near Adelaide ; and that any subscribers object- 
log to this be requested to communicate with the Com- 
mittea" 

" i. That the address read by ' William' be revised by a 
Sub-Committee and printed, and copies thereof be forwarded 
to the various stations and parties interested in the Home." 

"6. That all subscription- lists in future be advertised 
■weekly as received." 

" 6. That supplementary Bubscription-Usts be issued, re- 
turnable after shearing." 

"William" intimated his intention to make another- long 
tour through the stations advocating the cause of the Home 
in addition to his mission work. 

Mr. Sabine {Hon. Sec.) stated that having fulfilled the 
duties of temporary Secretary for the time be had under- 
taken to do so, he should be unable, from press of engage- 
ments to act much longer, but would continue nominally to 
act until a Secretary could be found willing to undertake the 
work. At the same time he acknowledged the valuable 
assistance rendered him by Mr. Hussey. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman closed the proceedings. 

In accordance with the resolution passed at that meeting 
of the Committee, "William's" address to bushmea was 
revised, and 2,000 copies were printed, the greater part of 
which were circulated in the bush. The address was also in- 
serted in the leading daily and weekly newspapers gratuit- 
ously in May, 1869. Pursuant to resolution, supplementary 
subscription-lists were prepared, of which 441 were aent out, 
addressed to managers and overseers of stations, small sheep- 
fermers, and others, with the following Circular accompany- 
ing them : — 

" Bushuen's Houb or CLnB. 

" Sir — On behalf of the Committee of the above institu- 
tion, I enclose you a subscription-list and address, respect- 
fully soliciting your contribution towards its erection, and 



also that you will use your influence to obtain subecriptions 
from otiiers favourable to the movement. 

" Please return the subscription-list (blank or otherwise) 
not hiter than the end of October, together with a cheque or 
money order for the amount subscribed, to C. Sabine, Esq., 
as addressed, to prevent unnecessary expense in collecting, 
and to enable the Committee to make the neoessuy arrange- 
menta for effecting the object contemplated. 
" Yours truly, 

« H. HussBT, pro Hon. Secretary." 
Circular to Sheep Station ; — 

"Burhuen's Hokb or Club. 
" Commitf«e-room, Adelaide, May, 1869. 
" Dear Sir — The Committee of the above desire that you 
will kindly read or give the enclosed address to the pem)le in 
your employ, or nail it up in a conspicuous place ; and also 
that you will set before them the advantages to be derived 
from the establishment of such an institution. 

" Please use your besit endeavours to induce the people to 
Hut»cribe to this desirable object. A subsoription-list will be 
forwarded herewith ; and if you have previously received 
one, have the kindness to return it at once, blank or other- 
wise, and open the one now forwarded. (See heading to 
Bubsijriptiou-liBt ) 

" The cheque for the amount contributed should bo sent 
in with each list to C. Sabine, Esq., to prevent unnecessary 
expense in collecting, and to enable the Committee to make 
the necessary arrangements for effecting the object contem- 
plated. "Yours truly, 

" H. SussiT, pro Hon. Secretary." 
Form of subscription-list sent with Circulars in May, 
1869 ;— 

" Bushmsn's Houb or Club. 

" Subscription-List No. — . 
" To Bushmen, Shearers, and Others. 
" [Care should be taken that subscriberB' names are given 
in full, for purposes of registry and acknowledgment. 
All subacriptioos will be advertised, and should sub- 
scribers not see their names they had bett«r at once 
communicate with the Secretary.] 
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"William" also, as previously intimated to the Com- 
mittee, started ou another long tour through the bush, 

advocating the cause of the Home, during the shearing 
Beasoa of 1869. 

To prove that much interest began to be manifested by 
the bushmen themselves in this movement, the following 
letter from Melrose, dated April 26, 1869, and signed "A 
Subscriber," was addressed to one of the leading daily 
papers. It ia here introduced for perusal : — 
"to the editor. 

" Sir — In reference to the Bushmen's Home, the which 
haa been the principal topic of conversation lately amoi^st 
tho so-called class, allow me, as a bushman, to offer a 
BuggestioQ that, I think, will prove beneficial to its progress. 
I see in the prospectus that it is proposed to erect a Home 
at the Burra, or some other northern township. Allow me 
to give my opinion, and {dso the opinion of the generality of 
bushmen, whom I have conversed with on the subject, that, 
if BO, it win without a, doubt prove a complete failure ; and 
if in Adelaide, or within an hour's walk, I firmly believe it 
will answer, and become a useful institution. 

" My opinions are drawn from an eiperience of twenty- 
four years' bush life, and some of that as far ea inhabited ; 
and previous to that, an apprenticeship to the sea ; so I think 
I may be allowed to give an opinion of the wants of such a 
class of people. I ask, for example, if after two or three 

■ - s- 
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yeare, or say a twelTemonth's living in the for north on hard 
fare, you will feel the vant of a o^nge, and a bit of a apell 
— ' as all do at stated times' — who would choose such a bole 
as the Bon Accord Mine, or the Biura, to enjoy themselves 1 
I am sure I would not ; and 1 am also sure that a very few 
will. What enjoyments will a man get in such a place 1 
whereas iu town he will be able to see the little that is to be 
seen. Allow me to state that the generality of bushmen are 
a shade above the natives, some of them being well educated 
and intelligent men, and know full well the enjoymente of a 
civilized life, and at intervals will have them, cost what it 
will. It is all very well for ' WiUiam' — not that I wish to 
speak disparagingly of euoh a man, as I believe him to be a 
true Christian, though rather au eccentric character — ^to go 
about with his ideas, but it is contrary t« human nature to 
find many like him. Sailors' Homes have proved a success 
for the very reason that they have been situated in or close 
to the principal city, so that the inmates could go out and 
enjoy themselves according to their different inclinations. 
You might as well try to form a Stulor's Home in such an 
island as St Paul's, or some such lonely spot, as to form a 
Home for bushmen in the bush, where they cannot get their 
desires. Bushmen are not all drunkards (&r from it), and 
at the same time are not water-drinkers ; but can sit and 
enjoy themselves as well as some of our leading men in 
Adelaide, and their doing so does not lower them any more 
than the Member of Parliament. It would be a pi^ afler 
BO much being done, if the Home, as proposed, be started at 
the Biirra or anywhere in the bush, and dien prove a failure, 
as it is bound to do, as it would also at once damp the 
undertaking. First form it where it is bound to be a succesa, 
and then at some future time, if thought expedient, try a 



"To conclude, I consider the Home a most splendid 
proposition, and should like to see it prove a success. 
Hoping that I have not taken up too much space in your 
valuable columns, 

"I am, Sir, &c., 

"A SUBSCRIBEB. 

" Melrose, April 25, 186^." 
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"The Bushmen's Hohb. 

"to the EDITOB. 

" Sir — In reference to the above subject, your correspon- 
dent, ' A Subscriber,' gives us s. few would-be apparent 
Ic^obI and sentimental statements. Now, Sir, I concur with 
him in part of his letter. He Tery properly asks who would 
choose suoh a hole as the Bon Accord Mine, or the Burra, to 
enjoy themselves ) but further on he says, " whereas in town 
he will be able to see the little that is to be seen." Now, 
what is there in town to be seen, I should like to ask himt 
For my own part, I know nothing of Adelaide town, nor do 
I want to ; but if the newspaper reports of the Police Courts 
he true, it is a place abounding in rogues and prostitutes — 
a fine place to encourage bushmen or any who, according to 
yoxir correspondent's own acknowledgment, are a weak- 
minded lot of individuals, only a shade better than the 
natives. 

" Now, Sir, I have seen a good deal of the faushman, 
and I know of none of that class to which your correspon- 
dents belong, except ' A Subscriber' and ' A Friend to the 
Bushmen,' who have covered themselves with animosity, and 
are ashamed to see their own names in print. But this I 
will be bold to say, Mx. Editor, that there are amongst the 
bushmen many more inteUigent and better-educated men 
than some of the South Australian M.L.C.'s, M.P.'s, and 
J.P.'s. But to return, however, to the subject of the Bush- 
men's Home, Has either the Committee or 'A Subscriber" 
advanced any reason to induce buahmen or any one else to 
subscribe to the funds 1 I presume not. The Committee in 
their reports say, that even if a bushman has uo money, he 
will receive one day's accommodation, and that they mast 
have an order upon his next employer ; but they forget to 
state that he must take whatever employment they like to 
offer him, and that at any price they think proper. It is 
this that has induced so many of the greatest opponents of 
the bushmen (we omit the names. En,), who are their 
admowledged enemies, to support the establishment. They 
imagine that by those means they will be able to get then: 
work done for little or nothing ; that when the busfcman's 
money is gone, he will be glad to seek the Home for the sake 
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of one day's acoommodation, and to get employment, say tiro 
hard days' work for half a day's wages. They likewise forgot 
to state that certain squatters had issued orders to their 
employed, informing each of them, that if they did not give 
Bometiking towards the Bushmen's Home, their assistaoce 
would be no longer needed. 

" Bushmen, in general, are open-hearted people, in fact too 
much BO, aft«r the treatment they have received at the hands 
of some of the squatters. But, of course, there are 
exceptions amongst squatters as well as any other class. 

" In concluding, Mr. Editor, I can say without hesitation 
that the Bushmen's Home movement is one of the most 
trivial and mahcious ever put in motion. 

" I am, Sir, &c., 

"Ambbobb Edwabdbs. 

"Western Plains, May 4, 1869. 

[This ia the first letter we have received in which the 
objections of certain bushmen to the propc^ed Home have 
been put in any tangible form, and therefore, though not 
i^?«eiug with the writer's statements or inferences, we suffer 
him, upon the simple principle of fair play, to speak for 
hiTOBelf.— Ed.] 

It is needless to say that the friends of the bushmen 
could not allow such a letter to pass without correcting the 
many miastatemente made therein. 

The following is a copy of the reply to the letter which 
Ambrose Edwardes wrote in opposition to this movement on 
the bushmen's behalf. 

"to the editoh. 

" Sir — In a recent issue of your paper, I observed a letter 
Bigned ' Ambrose Edwardes,' in relation to the above insti- 
tution, which calls for a few words of eiplaoation. The 
writer is evidently labouring imder a total misapprehension 
as to the objects contemplated ia establishing a Bushmen's 
Home, and also as to the motives which have prompted its 
promoters in setting it on foot. He appears to think that 
the squatters are the prime movers in the matter, and also 
that it is intended to make the question of wages a leadiag 
feature of the proposed Home. Having carefully watched 
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the proceedingB &om the first, and haTing attended all the 
meetings whioh hare been held relative thereto, I can con- 
fidently affirm that the question of w^ea on no occaaioa 
formed any part of the ddiberationa of the Committee ; and 
that, ao fai: from the squatters seeking to make it an engine 
of oppression to the men in their employ, they hare hitherto 
rather held themselves aloof from the movement ; but if 
they see, after a thorough canvass of the bush, that the men 
are really desirous of having a comfortable Home for them- 
selves in town, many who have not subscribed will, no doubt, 
contribute liberally towards the institution. 

" Mr, Edwardes will see from the prospectus, and from the 
recently-published address of 'William,' that the labour office 
in connection with the proposed Home is calculated to afford 
reciprocal advantages, both to employers and to those seeking 
employment. Your correspondent seems to think that men 
will be coerced to take any kind of employment at any rate 
of wages which may be offered ; but Ike may rest assured 
- that men will be as free to act in these respects in the 
proposed Home as they are at the present time. So much 
for the labour question. 

" As to the movement for the establishing of a Bushmen's 
Home being a 'trivial and malicious' one, as charact^Ked 
by your correspondent, I am inclined to think that he is 
either ignorant of the import and meaning of these words or 
else has grossly misapplied thein. If he had used the words 
' important and philanthropic,' be would, I conceive, have 
been much nearer the mark, unless he regards the comfort 
and welfiire of his brother buahmen as a ' trivial' affair, and 
any effort tending to amehorate their condition a ' malioioua' 
undertaking. 

" Mr. Ambrose Edwardes winds up bis letter on the Bush- 
men's Home with a statement which certainty is not boi'ne 
out by facts — viz., that some squatters have threatened to 
dismiss those in their employ who refused to contribute 
to the Home. Such a report as this, if unfounded, should 
be severely reprobated ; and if true, which is very impro- 
bable, tbe parties concerned cannot but be r^;arded hj the 
friends of the Home as its greatest enemies. 

" Muob might be said here as to the advantages of the 



proposed Home ; but as they are fiilly Bet forth in the 

reeently-publiahed addreas of ' William' previously referred 
to, I shall not occupy any more of your valuable space on this 
subject at present. 

" Hoping that your correspondent will allow his mind to 
be divested of all prejudice agEunst the proposed Home, and 
that he may live to Gnyjy some of its oomifortB and advan- 
tages when estAblished, 

" I am, Sir, Ski., 

" H. HussBi. 

"May 20, 1869." 

Ambrose Edwardes, not beli^ satisfied with this reply, 
again rushes into print ^— 

"to the edttor. 

*' Sir — In the Observer of the 32nd of May there appeared 
a letter of Mr. Huaaey, in which he writes In rather a warm 
spirit, and puts a heavy stress upon the words ' trivial' and 
' malicious,' and says the words ' important' and ' philan- 
thropic' should have been used. It may be important, aa 
fiu- as the squatters are ooncemed, but no further ; and as 
for aa squatters' goodwill goes on behalf of the busbmen, it is 
most trivial. The word ' philauthropio' cannot be justly 
used, and bb far as the squatters are ooncemed it is a most 
malioious moveveut is the Bushmen's Home moyemeat. 

" Mr. Hussey sajs the question of wages has never been 
mooted at any of the Committea meetings. Perhaps not ; 
nevertheless it is not likely that any member of the Bush- 
men's Home Committee would publicly own it if ever it had 
been, because they know it would be a death-blow to the 
movement. 

"Mr. HuBsey's remarks about the address of 'William' 
pves me Ml opportunity to reply thereto, 'William' has 
carefully selected his cards. He has pointed out the popu- 
larity of the Bushmen's Home amongst some of the bush- 
men, but he carefully avoided or utterly neglected to state 
that it was so amongst the minority, and that the majority 
acorn with di^ust the very name of a Home. 'WiUiatn' 
likewise accuses aU who oppose the Home of being an in- 
famous lot of low publicans. I can confidently assure him 
tiiat there are a great many who oppose the Home, and who 
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are not nor ever were in an; way connected vith nor do 
they sympathize vith that class ; therefore that fact of the 
address is as unjust as it is untrue. And what rehance can 
be put apon the other portion of the address, whilst one port 
thereof is so utterly false t 

"As Mr. Hussey puts so much reliance on ''^i^liam's' 
address, allow me to refer him to the said address. It says 
these pledged men are or ought to be, according to their 
pronuse, influencing otheri to follow their example, AsBum- 
ing that these men are squatters, and that they subsoriba 
toward the funds of the proposed Home, are they to influ' 
ence others to follow their example 1 If so, can Ur. Hnssey 
inform me of any greater influence that could be brought to 
bear on some of the bushmen than that mentioned in my 
last t — although I am happy to say that it is not all the 
bushmen who would be so bamboozled. 

" Furthermore, Mr. Hussey says the squatters have 
hitherto held themselves aloof from the movement, which, 
to twe his own words, is certainly not borne out by facta. 
Does Mr. Hussey mean to say that there are no squatters on 
the Committee t — that the position of Chairman or that of 
Secretary to the said Committee is not filled 1:^ persons in- 
terested in squatting 1 — that a meeting held some few 
few months since, at which the Bushmen's Home move- 
ment was first mooted, the mover and seconder of the reso- 
lution to the efiect that the establishment waa necessary are 
in no way connected with aquatting ) 

" When Mr. Hussey can assure me that the above has 
been done without the assistance of squatters, he may rest 
assured that the opposition which is now held out against 
the Home will be withdrawn, and that those who now oppose 
the Home will exclaim — ' Behold a paradise on the eartn in 
ihe shape of a Bushmen's Home 1' 

" I am, Sir, &c., 

" AUBROSB EDWABDEB. 

" Western Plains, May 25, 1869." 

[We have now given ample space to writers on both sidea 
of the question, and are compelled to say that any further 
letters on the subject of the Bushmen's Home can only 
appear as advertisements, — Ed.] 
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To expedite the return of the subacriptiou-Jists and to 
give notice of the determination to change the site of the 
Home from. Ihe Buira to Adelaide, the following advertiae- 
ments were imerted : — 

" BusHMBN'a HouE OR Club. — Persona to whom aubscrip- 
tion-lietB have been sent vbo have not returned them are 
reqneated to send back Buch liBts without delay, together 
with the amounts collected, bo that the result of all the 
applications may be ascertained. 

■ " Clembnt Sabikb, Hon. Sec. pro tern. 

" May 1, 1869." 

" Bushuen's Homb OB Club to bh Ehbotbd ih Adelaidb. 
• — Notice is hereby given that, in deference to the wishes of 
many contributorB, and to meet the views of those who 
declined contributing but promised to do so were the site 
changed, the Committee, at its meeting on the 38th April, 
unanimously resolved to establish the first Home or Club in 
Adelaide ; ateps will therefore be taken accordingly, and a 
firesh oanvaaa made. 

"Any ooutributora who may be dissatisfied with this 
alteration will please communicate Buch objection at once 
to the Committee. 

" CLEUEifT SiBiHE, Hon. Sec. pro tern. 

" May 5, 1869." 

A Bdbh Childbbn's Hohb. 
To the Editor of the Register. 

Sir — I see a number of good and beuevolent gentlemen 
have attempted to aet on foot a Bushmen's Home — a most 
worthy object ; though how far it will be responded to by 
the class it is intended to benefit yet remains to be proved. 
Aa a busbman, 1 value the intentions of the projectors of 
the scheme, but at the Bame time doubt its proving a suo- 
' cess. However, if it fiiils we shall be no worse off than 
before. Many of ue have paased the beat years of our lives 
in the bush, aud have done without auch an institution ; 
but there are those to come after ua now growing up in the 
bush in tgnoranua 

, .. .v.uuyK- 
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Sir, can nothing bo done for them t We who came from 
homo had a small amount of learning ; they, poor things, 
ataxt worae in the race of life than their fathers. However 
anxious a shepherd may be to educate his children, it is 
quite out of his power to do so. I have known ansioua 
parents leave the bush and settle down and try to get woi^ 
in the neighbourhood of a school for the sole oligect of having 
their children taught ; but their necessities have driven 
them back to the bush, and to the sorrow of seeing their 
children reared to misery. 

For the credit of the colony and for its well-being it is 
most desirable some steps should be taken to prevent ths 
evils that must be expected to result from en ignorant popu- 
lation. 

Sir, I think something might be done to save our little 
duldren from becoming a disgrace to South Australia. Why 
could we not have a Children's Home, where they might be 
taught and boarded at a low ratel With the little their 
parents could afford and the subscriptioos of the benevolent, 
subsidized by the Government (the same as other schools), I 
tliink much could be done for the rising generation. 

If some good Christian gentlemen would take the matter 
up, the whole of the bushmen, masters and men, would alike 
heartily join in the movement. It is a want we daily see 
and feel. It is sorrowful to reflect on the position of these 
poor children. The Scriptures are a closed book to them ; 
they know not their Creator; the tracts " William," the good, 
leaves are but as waste paper. With such a state of things, 
what can we hope for ) — what may we not expect 1 

To some more able advocate (but not more zealous) I 
leave the glory of working out this great Christian charity 
to a Bucoeesiul issue. Suoh a man will be a benefactor to 
his race, and will have the blessings of generations yet un- 
born. 

That this question of the education of our bush children 
may be taken up in the manner it deserves is the earnest ■ 
wi^ of 

A SOBBCBIBEB. 

North, May 31, 1869. 

d3 
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The Bpshmbn's Home. 
To the Editor of the RegUUr. 

Sir — In your impressioii of the 5th inet. a letter appeared 
headed " Bush Children's Home," and signed by " A Sub- 
scriber." 

If the writer of that letter carefully read through my 
address to the bushmen and public of South Australia which 
was published 6th May laet, he would have observed a refe- 
rence in it relative to the same subject, which has been a 
source of very serious consideration and apprehension with 
me. If the writer will join heart and hand with other mar- 
ried people in the bush to raise the much-needed and long- 
desired Home or Club in the first place, he will move a step 
in the right direction to consummate his own wishes for the 
said home aud school for bush children. 

The school, no doubt, will grow out of the proposed insti' 
tution, and our plan must still be to establish that first. 
Looking to the parties he has mentioned in bis letter for 
support is very precarious, and good in theory only, I fear. 

If a free boarding-school does not grow out of the pro- 
posed Home, I cannot at present see where it is to oome 
from. We must begin at the beginning, and in the right 
way, especially now that steps have been taken, and kind 
and Christian friends have given ua a start to establish a 
Home in the first place. There will then be an organization, 
but at present there is none whatever amongst boshmen. 
When this is done it will, like a goodly tree, produce' good 
fruits, and a school for children will no doubt be one of the 
fruits thereof. 

What we want to get is a central place or head-quarters ; 
and I believe we shall then not only have a school, but, 
I trust, a fund also for assisting bushmeu's widows and 
orphans, as well as the sick and destitute. But we cannot 
have fruit and flowers without the root The Home I look 
upon as the root. 

The result of the canvass to be made throughout the bnsh 
during the coming shearing season will demonstrate whether 
there is to he a Bushmen's Home in South Australia or not. 

I can assure you. Sir, that the sister colonies are watching 
ithe result of this movement almost as anxiously as ourselves. 
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A Ttsry Biuall proportion of married bush people, bo fer, 
have come forward to help the Home. They seem to forget 
that their children are gromag up, and will probably need 
an iostitutiou of this kind, if they themselves do not, in tho 
future, aa well as school now. 

Truly both eetabtiabmenta we very much needed ; but 
they must oome in their r^^ular order if they are to be per- 
manent. The school will, I apprehend, work better under 
the eye of the bushmen's own committee, for I fear there 
are many parents here in the bush who would positively not 
suffer their children to leave them without having their oon- 
hdence strengthened. 

Depend upon it, they wOl work best connected in the way I 
have shown. The Home or Club is not iutended to benefit 
single men only, as many of the married people suppose ; but 
all bush people, married and single, will reap reciprocal benefits 
from it. Ctuldrea, also, who are growing up will need homes 
of this description when they leave their parents to gain a 
living in the worid. 

I can assure your correspondent that if he had travelled 
the bush as I have done, and iu the work I have been 
engaged, that he would not have fouud that unity amongst 
bushmen of which he speaks even to establish a sohool under 
the present cironmstauces, let alone supporting and work- 
ing it for any length of time. There is, I r^et to say, a 
shyness — I niay say a backwardness — amongst some bush- 
men to subscribe for building their own very needful and 
much-to be-desired Home. Theory ia one thing, aud practice 
another ; and your correspondent would admit this if hia 
mind had Itecn eserciBcd as mine has been of late. He says 
" the whole of bushmen, masters and men, would join in the 
movement." How does he know this t I can and wilt in- 
dulge the hope that we should have the sympathy of a great 
many. That would be something, and we should probably 
at first get a few contributions from Christians and kindly- 
disposed persons. I must say I rather doubt that they 
would all come forward ; there woidd be no difficulty iu 
doing it if they would. As I said before, theory ia one thing, 
practice is anotber. The desirability of the thiug no one 
can doubt — so far, so good ; but oan it be put into practice 
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ill any better way than I have already several times sug- 
gested t 

If your.oorrespondent will take to himself a share of the 
work, and the gloiy of establiahing the much needed Home 
or Club for the bush people gonerally, he will not only be 
conferring a benefit on the rising generations, but will also 
be indirectly helping to raise the school he needs. 

Did space permit, I might show how the Home will 
probably maintain the school with the help of the bush 
people ; but more anon, as I fear I have already encroached 
on your valuable space. However, this shearing season will 
no donbt decide whether there is to be a Home and school, 
or no Home and no school for bushmen and their families. 
, I pray God, if it is His will, to favour the work we have 
in hand, for it is a great work, for Jesus Chiist's sake. 
Amen, 

I am. Sir, &o., 

"William." 

Willowie, June 22, 1869. 

The Bushuen's Home. 
To the Editor of the BegisUr. 

Sir — A "Bushman's" letter in your paper of Monday last, 
pointing out the harsh treatment the working classes in the 
bush receive at the hands of some squatters, in the shape of 
filthy flour, sugar, and other rations, totally unfit for human 
food, is, I grieve to say, to our coat too well known to na 
bushmen. And, Sir, these are not tho only impoaitious 
which B^e practised on us on some stations. There is a man 
in town with his family at the present time, who has been 
charged as high as £2 5a. per bag for seconds flour in the 
Port Lincoln district, when the rate payable for first quahty 
flour in Adelaide, according to the papers, was only .£1 per 
bag. 

Now, Sir, I ask, are we not justified in strongly opposing 
a bushmen's so-called Home, when we are impudently asked 
to trust our interests and lit)erty in the hands of such men 
as these 1 When I was last up Noith, I met men on aeverd 



THE bushmkn's OLca 85 

Btationa who told me that they were compelled to aubBcribe 
to lists for the Bushmen's Home, aa they knew if they 
refused to do so they would get the " sack." One poor father 
of & lai^ family told me, with tears ia his eyes, that ho 
hsd given ten shillings, after being pressed by the overseer, 
as he knew he dared not refuse to subscribe, for fear of 
havii^ to take the " wallaby" with hia wife and five children. 
At the very time the ten ahillingB were forced &om him, hia 
children were in want of boots. 

The whole affair of the Home ia a squatters' movement 
for their own benefit, which is proved by the fact that it 
originated in the private office of the largest squatting firm 
in the colony, and the officers are all connected with squatting. 
Are we bushmeu weak enough to be blinded by the pretence 
that it is for our benefit ? Time will prove that those bush- 
men who, like myself, have warned their brothers against this 
afbir, are the truest and beat Mends in the colony. 

I ahall now conclude by encloaing my real name and 
addresa, so that if any disinterested person (not a squatter) 
requires proof of my statements, he can communicate with 
me, through you, when I and others will produce such 
evidence to satisfy any reasonable man that the pretended 
good intentions of the promotera of the Home are nothing 
but a sham, and it is all being done tfi get buahmcn under 
the thiunbs of a certain clique of the squatters. 

I trust, aa you have expressed a desire to admit the 
working man at all times to a free discussion in your paper, 
on any question of importance to his class, that this poor 
attempt of mine, to open the eyes of the public to a real 
state of the case, will appear in Monday's Register and neit 
week's Observer. 

I am, Sir, &o., 

A BusHUAK or Ten Years. 

[The publication of the above letter — one among many 
that has been sent to us— will afford the speakers at this 
evening'a meeting an opportunity of answering the objections, 
which, however unjustly, are very prevalent among bush' 
men, — Ed.] 
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Sir — I wish to say a few worda in reply to a letter in to- 
day's BegitUr, signed " A Bushman of Ten TearB," in which 
he complains of " the harsh treatment which the working 
classes receive at the hands of some squatters, in the shape 
of filthy rations, totally unfit for human food," and also 
insinuates that the proposed establishment of the Bushmen's 
Home has originated with the squatters, whose interest, he 
says, it is to play into their own hands hj keeping down the 
rate of wages. Now, Sir, I am a bushman of fourteen years' 
experience in station-work in the north, and have found good 
and bad masters during that time. The same remark will 
also apply to the working men themselves ; but, escept in a 
■very few instances, I have never had to complain of i-atiouH. 

This is the experience of others also, and therefore " Bush- 
man's" reflection, which he evidently intends to refer to the 
majority of the stations, is utterly unfounded. I should 
like to ask him upon what station he has been employed, 
and where he earned his money, in order that he may 
suhetantiate the statement he has made, and the reflections 
he has cast upon the employers. 

With regard to bis second objection, my opinion of the 
proposed Bushmen's Home is, tiiat it must be supported 
principally by bushmen themselves, assisted by the con- 
tributions of the mas^rs. Bushmen do not want charity. 
What they require is to have a comfortable home provided 
for them — at their own expense — as a refuge from destitution, 
and where they may associate with the respectable of their 
own class, and have their money taken care of — a great 
desideratum. They require to be treated as if they were not 
an isolated class of beings, whom nobody cares for ; to be 
regarded as men possessing the same inteUigence and gifts aa 
those who move in a more civilized state of society, and the 
Bushmen's Home is to be established on this principle. 
From the very nature of their occupation, buahmen are 
sultjected to great temptations when they come within the 
bounds of civilisation ; and it is my opinion, as one of that 
class, that the Home will counteract the evils to which they 
are tiiere exposed. When established, the institution will at 
once show the difference between the real hard-working 
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conscientious bufihmou and the loafer, whose only interest it 
is to get a living by the eaaisBt means, and whose object has 
been to cast reflections upon those of the employers who are 
working in this good cause. 

I am, Sir, &o. 

Hbnrt Stephens (of Oladdie). 
Adelaide, December 20, 1869. 

An s)ttempt has recently been made in New South Wales 
to establish a Buebmen's Home, in accordance with the efforts 
with which our readers are familiar, as having attracted 
much attention in South Australia. We regret to learn that 
tlie attempt has been unsuccessful. The promoter of the 
good work was Captain Scott, a, police magistrate. Bitt, 
itfter aU his exertious, he found that at his first public 
meeting only five persons attended, of whom three were 
officers of his own department; and at hia adjourned meeting 
the attendance was reduced to one. He sent applications to 
the various banks, but received only one donation, and his 
Bubscription-list only showed a sum total of £i 10s. In 
tbese .circumstances nothing remtuned but that Captain 
Scott should return the money he bad received, pay the 
preliminary ezpeuKes out of his own pocket, and abandon 
the project. Such a termination to such an undertaking is 
indeed melancholy. It is notorious that bushmen, from the 
nature of their occupation, are subject to peculiar tempta- 
tions, end are liable to peculiar incapacities to resist temp- 
tations. Even if the best and kindliest endeavours to assist 
such peraons are often received in a spirit very different from 
that in which they are made, those who have entered upon 
the good work ought not to be cast down. In this case 
perseverance brings with it its direct and material reward. 
It b to the direct pecuniary inler^t of all employers of 
labour, and of stockowners among the rest, that their work- 
people shall be sober, honest, respectable men. It is their 
inter^t, therefore, and it is their duty, to do all that is in 
their power to put an end to that lamentable waste and 
drunken riot that too often, under crafty guidance, takes the 
place of inuocent and cheap recreation. — Chronivle, August 
21, 1869. 

, . .V.UUgK- 



The Bushmen's Home movement is very quiet, but let ua 
hope that this promises good rather than evU. It would bo 
a sorry affair if it should not succeed as well as the Sailors' 
Home, which now bids fair to be a substantial institution, 
with good buildings aud excellent promoters. — Observer, 
August 21, 1869. 

Homes por BrsHuzK. 
To the Editor of the Australasian. 

Sir — It was with a feeling of regret I read lately in your 
paper, that a movement, initiated by Captain Scott in New 
South Wales, to found a Bushmen's Home, had signally 
failed to enlist the sympathies of labour employers. Insti- 
tutions of this kind throughout the bush would confer a 
great boon on the labouring classes, and relieve employers, 
who are tormented by the present system of feeding travellers 
At first a small outlay would bo incurred in the building' 
and maintaining of each Homo, and surely no settler or 
farmer would object to contribute a little for this purpose, 
seeing that by this means a stop would be put to the vagrant 
system — at any rate there would be no excuse for it. 

Eventually, I am confident they could be made to be self- 
supporting, and whatever abuses might creep in at the first 
go-off would speedily disappear as the advantage of Homes 
came to be recognised by the men themselves. 

All honour to such men as Captain Scott, or those in 
South Australia who have attempted, however unsuccessfully, 
to arouse the sluggish aympatbiea of the squatters, and to 
make them understand that what is good for tho labouring 
man in this instance, as in most others, would be most 
beneficial to themselves. 

Id the hope that you. Sir, may help to ventilate this vexed 
question, and as you nearly always do aid a good cause by 
honest writing. 

Yours, &c., 

A Sfbctf^iob. 
[Adtrrtisbubkt. ] 

BnsHUBN's Hour ob Cldb. — Notice to Holders of Sub- 
9erq)Uon-lAsis.--'1h» time having expired for returning the 
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Bubscription-Iista on behalf of the Buahmeii's Home, you are 
respeotfuUy requested to forward as soon as possible the list 
which was sent you Ifist May, with whatever amount has been 
subscribed, to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. C. Sahine, Adelaide, 
as the Committee wish to ascertaia the total amovmt con- 
tributed. 

In uases'where lists may be atill blank, it is requested that 
such also will be returned immediately to the Hon. Treasurer, 
or if the list has beeu lost or mislaidj that a atatemeot to 
that effect may be forwarded, as each list sent out has been 
numbered and registered, and until all the lists have been 
returned, the Committee cannot give a complete statement 
of the result of their appeal to the bushmen at the public 
meeting, which it is intended to hold in Adelaide as soon as 
arrangements can be made. 

H. HuBSBT, Hon. Secretary. 

C. Sabinb, Hon. Treasurer. 
November 18, 1869. 

" William" having returned from his journey from can- 
vassing the shearing sheds, the Committee thought it 
judicious to hold a meeting on the 2nd December, 1869, to 
receive a report of progress. The meeting was held in 
Grenfell-street at iialf-past 2 p.m. 

Prwent— J. H. Angas, Esq. (Chturman), S. Cornish, H. 
Giles, D. Murray, C. Sabine, G. B. Young, H. Hussey, and 
" William." 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 
The Secretary read the following report : — 

" 185 subscription -lists have beea returned ; 48 with 
subacriptionu amounting to X268, and 137 blank, leaving 
25lj still out. In order to secure the return of as many of 
the outstanding lists as possible, a circular has been sent to 
each station, requesting the same to be returned immediately, 
filled up or otherwise. 

"Several short letters have been received with the re- 
turned lists, but there is scarcely any reference in them to . 
the principles of working the institution, leaving it probably 
to 'William' (who has visited many of the stations and 
afforded a large amount of infoi-mation) to state the views of 



the bush people generally on the above subjects so far as he 
was able to ascertcuu. 

" No steps have been taken to raise funds for the Home 
Ax>m any other source than from the bushmen since the 
laat meeting of the Committee, it being understood that an 
appeal should not be made to the public generally until aftec 
a public meeting had been held in Adeltude." 

The Hon. I^easurer (Mr. Sabine) read a financial state- 
ment, from which it appeared that the total amount received 
on behalf of the institution was £590 lis., and the expendi- 
ture had been £50 la. 5d. The past appeal to bushmen re- 
sulted in iGi sulfficribers, the amount of whose contributiona 
averaged 12b. 3d. each. The second appeal was responded 
to by 520 subscribers) with an average amount of 9a. 5d. 
each. Total, 984 subscribers ; average subscriptions, lOs. 
lOd. each. 

" William," the Bush Missionary, read a statement detail- 
ing his labours in the bush on beha^ of the Home since last 
Committee meetii^, as follows : — 

" Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen — I beg to state that since 
our last Comniittee meeting, held on S9tb April, thanks be 
unto God, I have, in con)unction with my evangelizit^ work 
in the bush, travelled on foot about 1,600 miles on behalf of 
the Bushmen's Home or C3ub, and visited about 160 diffe- 
rent places or stations in the north, north-east, and western 
plains of this colony. Whilst the shearing season lasted I 
visited 37 voobheds, and opened the subscription -lists lying 
there. I have also read 56 times an address compiled by 
myself from what has from time to time appeared in the 
papers what I know to be the desire of the promoters of the 
scheme, the operations of the Bushmen's Home Committee, 
and my own experience of bush life (which address I am pre- 
pared to read before the Committee if they desire it). It 
seta forth the many disadvantages that the bush people (at 
this time) labotur under — many of them by their own impro- 
vident way of living — as well as showing to them the advan- 
tages and benefits to be derived by the establishment of such 
an institution as the one proposed. I have also distributed 
throughout the colony between 1,500 and 1,600 printed 
s (authorized by your Committee at its last meeting) 
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ant«:iDg into detail of the proposed rules, regulations, manage- 
ment, general working, and other matters connected with 
the Home. To show with what suoceas this baa been done I 
must refer you to the Tredsurer'a and likewise to the Secre- 
tary's reports. The total sum of £590 lis. given there 
is not so great aa was probably anticipated at the outset ; but 
there is much cause for thankfulness and gratitude to God. 
We must remember, gentlemen, that the most of this amount 
of money has been gathered from amongst a hardworking, 
self-denying class of men, many with numerous famiLes and 
rather low wages at present. If we look at the large number 
(984) who have subscribed this sum, and then add to these 
the names of SOO more who signed my book in favour of the 
movement — making a total of 1,484 — it will, I doubt not, 
be a sufficient evidence of the necessity of some auoh place, 
as well as a kind of guarantee for its future support when its 
benefits and advantages become practically known to the 
bush people. There would have been, no doubt, twice this 
number in favour of it but for the pemicioua effects of preju- 
dice which has been excited in the minds of large numbers of 
bush people through slander, misstatements, and miarepr&- 
sentations by those who are its secret or avowed enemies, 
and who see that their questionable craft is in danger. This 
prejudice I have had (in some places) to stem like a torrent, 
and to counteract it has cost me much labour and aniiety ; 
but I think I have, by the grace of Ocd, succeeded in placing 
the Home in the minds of the hush people on a firmer basis 
through it than it wna before. Many bushmeu have said to 
me, after the meetings 1 have held at the stations had been 
closed, ' When we see the Home going on as you say, and 
that it is the intention to really conduct it on the priuciples 
you have just laid down, we will gladly help it all we can.' 
Some who would sTibsorihe said, ' Well, I will give 10s. now, 
and if it goes on ajl right I will give some more another 
time when I see what the Home is like ;' and I believe that 
eventually they will add much more to the general fund. It 
is purely a question of time to disarm their prejudice. They 
have so seldom had anything of a philanthropic nature done 
for them, and so little interest tt^en in their af&irs, that 
many of them are shy and very suspieioua about this move^ 



ment on their behalf ; but by conceding to their vishes as 
for as practicable, and hj judicious oianagement, we may 
succeed ia raisiug the requisite amount. My opinion aa 
to the best way of accomplishing this ia to call a meeting 
OB Boon aa oonvenient and soHcit help from a generous public, 
and to start a model Home on a email scale oommensurato 
with the amount contributed. Looking at this undertaking 
in a pecuniary point of view, "the Adelwde public should be 
interested in a morement of this nature, especially all par- 
ties whose business is in any way connected with the pastoral 
interest ; and, indeed, all branches of trade, more or less, will 
be benefited by the first or parent home being in the neigh- 
bourhood of Adelfude, for it will probably centralize a great 
portion of the busb people (at any rate, oocaaionally) in Ade- 
laide, and people must be fed and clothed somehow. This 
will increase trade in some degree, and, moreover, it will pro- 
bably (after a little time) bring a great part of the £150,000 
or £200,000 paid in wages annually into the city, not to 
mention the social, moral, and other good results which must 
accrue to society at large and the men themselves ; for it 
will certainly take out of tbe hands of undesirable charao- 
ters the major part of this large sum, and set it going in 
its proper and legitimate cbannels, and this will do good to 
trade, to society, aod to the bush people aa well, and not 
(as it is now) to just a few individuals only, who monopo- 
lize a great part of this large sum for a' worse purpose 
really than throwing it into the River Torrens. I have 
not the slightest doubt (nor ever had) as to the success of 
the undertaking when once it is organized and started — that 
is, if the bushmeu themselves are consulted and properly 
represented, and each one bas his fair share of tbe intemu 
management of the place either by a committee or directors 
of their own. To carry this out, I would suggeat that a few 
buahmen (say about ten) from different parts of the colony 
be nominated to act with the committee of management 
that may be chosen at the public meeting to he held in 
Adelaida They should have the privilege of doing this 
whether they avail themselves of it personally or by letter, 
or not at all. I also surest, on behalf of the bush sub- 
soribers, that when the property is ready to be conveyed 
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there should be six trustees in all — via., two settlers, two 
citizens, and two bust people appointed, if possible. I 
now come to another stage in the proceedings — viz., when 
the Home is ready (d.t.) for launching, the directors and 
superinteDdest wJl pFoba,blj be selected and appointed ; 
and I suggest that before these ataps are taken Ein appeal 
should be made by advertisement (in consequence of the 
bush people being bo scattered and migrating) to all sub- 
scribers for their approval, and all who do not answer 
tha Sfud advertisemeut after a sufficient time has been 
given for that purpose to be considered as approving 
and actmg in favour of the parties so nominated and 
appointed. I mention this, because the bush subscribers, 
being so unsettled as they are, mauy see a diffiiculty here. 
But we can and we must reach them through the usual 
medium, the newspapers, or circulars, for any purpose that 
may be wanted of them, until they have an oi^nization of 
their own, which it will be desirable to form as soon as 
possible, for the better working of their society. I also 
suggest that the bush people, as mauy as choose, become 
members of the Home or Club, by the payment of an annual 
Club-fee, as members of other Clubs do, to defray the 
necessary working expenses, this fee to be fixed when the 
Home is lawfully established, but in no case to be above one 
giunea per annum. The benefit and privileges of being a 
member should be set forth in due time in a proper 
prospectus, to be prepared for that pturpose, and a copy sent 
to all bushmeu likely to become members thereof, soliciting 
their membership. The prospectus should ha advertised for 
a season in the principal papers, and I think it but fair to 
the present, subscribers, that all future non-eubsoribers, 
wishing to become members of the Qub — not boarders of lie 
Home remember — should pay an entrance-fee, to moke up for 
their non-subscribing to build the place, the amount of this 
fee to be decided hereafter, and to go to the buildit^ or 
exten»on fund ; this does not apply to the boarders at the 
Home, but only to those who wish to become members of the 
Bushmen's Society, and he entitled to certain privileges, to 
be yet set forth at the proper time in the proposed prospectus. 
I su^fest also that the members make their own by-laws for 
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tha working of their own Club, or Euahmen'a Friendly 
Society which wUl probably grow out of it — such by-lawa 
and such rules subject, of course, to the approval of the 
trustees, and according with the truat deed. Their Directors 
may be chosen from among themselves, at any rate they 
should have the privil^e of choosing them if they wish it ; 
this will also give them something for their membership ; or 
else let the trustees or directors frame the rules and by-laws, 
agreeably to the trust deed, and subject them to the approval 
of the annual members. Perhaps from all sources, after a 
publio meeting, we may realize about £1,200; this will 
prolmbly be supplemented by a little more yet from the 
country, as there are still some stations to ba canvassed. I 
have hope also that we shall get part, if not all, of a piece 
of land given to us by a few generous philanthropic friends, 
to build the Home upon. There is, I believe, a gentleman 
of the Committee in communication with parties about this 
matter. With these prospects the Committee would, I think, 
be fully justified in beginning to build a Model Home on a 
small scale. There is one great benefit connected with such 
arrangement, that if it is small it will be ft«e ; that wQl be 
fkr better than a large fine building encumbered with debt \ 
indeed, it must be untrammelled to succeed on a paying self- 
working principle, and to g^ve it a fair trial on its own merits 
and profits. If found necessary after a while, it can be 
easily extended, and if not found practicable as a bushmen's 
Home or Club, it may make a good ' home for aged bush- 
men,' a ' free school for bush children,' or be disposed of in 
any way a legally authorized meeting may think fit. To 
prove a success, it should be started at once with the means 
at the disposal of the Committee. A sufficient be^ning 
may be made with well-arranged boarding apartments and a 
labour offic^; then, as the self-supporting principle is carried 
out, the more applicants who present themselves the faster 
will be the growth of the institution. When opened, if there 
are only five men in the place, there will only be that number 
to provide for ; or if there are 50 or 600 it will be the same, 
for the boarders will clear their own way as they go, aa there 
will be no rent or interest to pay, and the membership will 
probably after a little while pay all the working expenses. 



THE BUSHKEN a CLUB. 9o 

except actual viotuaUing, and leave something over. The 
object in the undertaking is not so much to make it an 
extraordinarily profitable institution, as to benefit labouring 
men ; ooosequently the charges for board, ko., should be 
made as low as possible. I suggest that three-quarters of 
the amount already subscribed, after all preliminary expenses 
are paid, be expended in land fuid building, the remajning 
one-fourth in furnishing and fitting up the Home, and giving 
it a fair start, keepii^ a small reserve fund in band. I 
desire now to make a few remarks with reference to the 
management of the proposed Home in the first iustance. In 
deference to the wishes of many of the subscribers, and in 
consideration of the somewhat small amount of funds at 
present collected, and having no money contribution to ofier 
myself towards this grand and good work (for I possess 
none), I have (d.v.) resolved, after much thought and mature 
consideration, to offer my services for this purpose without 
pay, and try to give the Home a start and get it in good 
working order. This I (d.v.) will do if the Committee think 
it desirable, and request it of me, and will put this 
resolution to the vote of all the subscribers for an expression 
of their opinion in the n[iatter. This can be done by adver- 
tising for all objectors to this arrangement. I especially 
desire this, as I have informed the bushmen in my address 
on my rounds through the country, that all subscribers will 
have a voice in the selection of their superintendent, and in 
making their own by-laws, &c., and faith must be kept with 
them. It must be taken for granted that those who do not 
reply to the advertisement, after a sufficient time allowed 
for that purpose, are in favour of this offer. This decision 
vhioh I have come to, though it will, if my offer is accepted, 
occasion a great loss of personal liberty to me, I do not 
conscientioi^y consider a sacrifice of principle, as I believe 
it to be the Lord's work to do any kind of good in a lawful 
nay ; and in this case it is peculiarly justifiable, considering 
all the circumstances, for I am persimded that the establish- 
ment of such an institution will not only add to the comfort 
of the men, but to the social and moral improvement and 
elevation of the bush people generally, to whom I owe a 
large debt of gratitude, haying been for years at the Lard's 
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charges tuuongst them iti these colonies. SIdco I have been 
in South Australia, I have been sustained in my labours by 
Ghiistiaa friends, without whose kindness I should have been 
unable to prosecute so well the trying work given me to do, 
or accomplish bo much for the salvation of souls, the glory 
of God, and the good of my brother-men. May it please the 
Lord to rewnrd them all for ti>eir dieintcreated kindness to 
me for Christ's sake. Under these circumstances, and to 
cany out this proposition, it will be necessary for me to be 
provided with an apartment entirely to myself, as also the 
means and ways to carry out the business of the institution 
in a proper manner. This arrangement will probably save 
the infant Home two or three hundred pounds at starting, 
which will be a great consideratiou, and will, by the blessing 
of God upon the work, in a great measure give confidence, I 
think, to the minds of many of the bush people, and will b6 
as good a contribution as I can under my present circum- 
stances possibly give. If the course I have mapped out is 
pursued, I firmly believe the thing will work. The bushmen 
will prolDably enter into the matter with more zeal, and a 
better spirit will, I trust, prevail. Let them experience the 
benefits to be derived from it. This will be the best 
argument that can bo used, and the most successful advertise- 
ment which can be put forth, as the bushmen will listen to 
their own mates before they will to anyone else. It will 
also prove to them the falseness of the miarepresentationa 
that have been made, and so ii-eely circulated among them, 
and that the movement made in their behalf is truly a 
philanthropic and praiseworthy one ; and all that is really 
wanted by their best friends is their social and moral comfort 
and elevation. It will also prove the Committee's earnest 
desire to cany out the wishes of the subscribers and bush 
people (if they can understand them) in this matter to the 
fullest extent of their power and ability. I cannot conclude 
without reference to the goodness and lovingkindness of the 
the Lord my God, and to the hospitality and valuable 
assistance I have almost everywhere met with from managers, 
overseers, and old bush fi-iends, high and low, throughout 
the pastoral districts, in behalf of my work. This has con- 
Biderably lightened my labours, made my yoke easy, and my 
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burden light. I wish more especially to refer to the kind 
considerate Christian gentlemanly courtesy di^layed by 
friends, who are my fellow-Iabourere in this great and good 
work, who have devoted bo muoh valuable time gratuitously, 
and taken so much interest for the busbmen's greatest good 
and welfare, and this through much misrepresentation, 
prejudice, and opposition. Many, many thanks to the press 
of South Australia for their invaluable asaistauce on all 
occasions, which, I trust, they will still continue towards this 
truly benevolent work. I doubt not but they will reap their 
&uit3 in due season. I have often had to confer with mem- 
bers of the Bushmeu's Home Committee, and also personal 
friends, and am much indebted to them all ou the busbmen's 
behalf as well as my own, for their very valuable assistance, 
counsel, and advice, ou all occasions, early and late, in season 
and oat of season, wherever it was needed. 

" May it please our Heavenly Father to bless the work of 
our hands, and establish it upon us, for our liord Jesus 
Christ's Bake. — Amen. 

" God save the Queen I 

" William. 
"Adelaide, South Australia, December 2, 1869." 

On the motion of Mr. D. Murray, seconded by Mr. C. B. 
Young, it wsa resolved that the report read by " WiUiam" 
be adopted and embodied in the minutes. 

On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Miirray, 
it was resolved that a public meeting be held in Adelaide on 
behalf of the Home ; that the Chairman (J. H. Angas, Esq.) 
and Mr. Young communicate with His Excellency the 
Governor, to ascertain if he would cousent to preside at a 
meeting any evening during the week after next ; and also 
that Mr. Sabine see the Mayor of Adelaide and solicit the 
use of the Town Hall for the said meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Sabine, seconded by Mr. Young, it 
was reeolved that the following gentlemen be applied to in 
order to ascertain if they would consent to take part in the 
proceedings of the public meeting : — Dr. Short (Bishop of 
Adelaide) or Dean Russell ; Revs. Binks, Cox, Lyall, and 
Parsons ; Captain Bagot ; Messrs. J. H, Angas, N. Blyth, 
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J. H, Barrow, 3. H. Clark, S. Davenport, S. Tomkinson, J. 
M. Solomon (Mayor), and " William." 

On the motion of Mr. Murray, seconded by Mr. H. Giles. 
it waa reaolved that Mr. H. Huasey continue to act aa Hono- 
rary Secretary. 

The Secretaiy waa requested to write to Mr. Thoa. Elder, 
to ascertain whether the lady having au interest in tho piece 
of land near the Compamy'8 Bridge, North Adelaide, would 
consent to give up her interest ; also whether, in the event 
of Captain Hart not being disposed to surrender his share, 
the other two-thirds — viz., that of Mr. Elder and of the lady 
referred to — oould and would be made over for the purpose 
of the Bushmen's Home. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the meeting. 

A gentleman deeply interested iu the movemeat, writing 
to tlw WaHaroo Times, makes the following pithy remarks 
respecting the intentions of the Committee to change the 
site of the proposed Bushmen's Home :— " I perceived that 
a proposition was agreed to that, instead of the Homo being 
in the bush (where it would probably be as much frequented 
as might be reasonably anticipated in such a locality, and no 
more), it should be established in Adelaide. The project of 
making the Home in the bush waa about as aeoaible a one 
as it would be to make a Sailors' Home on board ship. 
When Jack has his holiday he likes to be ashore, aud when 
the bushman has his holiday it may be taken for granted 
that he does not want it in the bush — that he requires some 
change, and that he will make his way into the streets of a 
town, if possible." 

Matters having now arrived at a culmtnatiDg point, it was 
Teeolved at the seventh Committee meeting, held on the 8tb 
December, 1869, to hold a public meeting on the 20th De- 
cember, 1869 ; and pulpit notices as follows were sent to the 
ministers of the various denominations, and also advertised 
in the daily papers : — 

" BnsHMBN's Home. — ^A public meeting on behalf of the 
abovenamed institution will be held (d.v.) in White's Room, 
Adelaide, on Monday evening, December 20, 1869, at half- 
past 7 p.m. 

" His Worship the Mayor of Adelaide will preside. 
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" ' William,' the Bush MiBsionary, will state the result of 
his visit to the bush on behalf of the Home ; and & state- 
ment of what has already been done towafds establishing the 
institution will be made on the occasion. 

" Addresses will be delivered by the Lord Bishop of Ade- 
laide, Dr. Short ; Revs. J. G. Millard, F. W. Cox, J. Lyall, 
and J. L. Parsons ; Hon. J. H. Barrow, M.L.C. ; Messrs. N, 
Blyth, M.F., S. Davenport, J. H. Angaa, and other gentle- 

" The public generally and bushmen espeoally are invited 
to attend. 

" There will be no collection." 

A Committee meetii^ was 'held on 8th December, 1869, 
to report progress. Present — Messrs. C. B. Young (Chair- 
man), C. Sabioe, J. H. Angas, " William," and H. Hossey. 

Mr. Young reported that Mr. J. H, Angas and himself 
had w£uted upon His Excellency the Governor, to invite him 
to take the chair at the proposed public meeting. His Ex- 
cellency st-ated that as he was at present residing in the 
country he could bot promise to preside at an evening meet- 
ing, but would do BO ii it were held in the afternoon. 

The fact of His Excellency declining to attend an evening 
meeting rendered it necessary to call the Committee together 
at the earliest opportunity, which was done accordit^ly. 

Mr. Sabine reported that he had waited upon the Mayor, 
who had agreed to waive the usual preliminaries for pbtein- 
ii^ the gratuitous use of the Town Hall for such a laudable 
object as the establishment of a Home for bushmen. 

On the motion of Mr. Sabine, seconded by " William," it 
was resolved that the Mayor (Judah Moss Solomon, Esq.) be 
requested to preside. 

The following resolutions to be initiated at the forth- 
coming public meeting were adopted, and the movers and 
Beoonders arranged as follows : — 

Bushhbn's Houb or Club. 
Order of Business, Resolutions, &c., for Public Meeting to be 
held in White's Rooms on Monday evening, December 
20, at 7.30 p.aL 

1. Ohcurman's (the Mayor of Adel^de) address. 

■^ ■ - s- 
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2. Hon. Secretary (Mr. H. Husaey) — Report of proceed- 
inga to preaeut time. 

3. Resolution. Mover, Lord Bishop of Adeltude ; Beoonder* 
S. Davenport, Esq. ; supporter, Rev. J. G. Millard — 

" This meeting, recognizing tlie faot that the bushmen of 
South Australia occupy an important position in the com- 
munity, regrete that hitherto sufficient consideration has not 
been paid to their requirements, particularly when absent 
from their employment." 

4. "William" will give a statement relative to the pro- 
posed institution. 

5. Hon. Treasurer's (Mr. C. Sabine) financial statement. 

6. Resolution. Mover, J. H, Barrow, M.L.O. ; seconder. 
Rev. J. L. Parsons — 

"That, considering the success which has attended the 
efforts already made for establishing a Bushmen's Home, 
this meeting is of the opinion that the time haa now come 
when it is expedient to provide such an institution in or 
near Adelaide." 

7. Resolution. Mover, Rev. P. W. Cos ; seconder, J. H. 
Angas, Esq., J.P. — 

" That this meeting, being of opinion that the estabUsh- 
ment of a Home should not be left to the unfuded efforts of 
bushmen, earnestly solicits the aid of the citizens and resi- 
dents of the settled districts generally to assist in providing 
a Home in or near the oity." 

8. Resolution. Mover, N. Blyth, Esq., M.P. ; seconder, 
Rev. Jas, Lyall — 

"That the following names be added to the existing 
Committee :— Hon. J. H. Barrow, M.L.C., N. Blyth, Esq., 
M.P,, S. Davenport, Esq., T. Magarey, E^q. ; and to repre- 
sent the bushmen — Messrs. Evan McKay, Wm. Coleman, 
Wm. Roberts, John Ganham, John Quayle, Wm. Bradbury, 
John Gilles, Samuel Loverii^, T. Lilly white, and — Pelton." 

9. Resolution. Mover, Rev. C. Manthorpe ; seconder, C. 
B. Young, Esq. — 

" That the thanks of this meeting be given to His Wor- 
ship the Mayor of Adelaide for presiding on this occasion." 
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BnSSUBN'S HOHB. 

[From the Bimfl AtutraUan AdverHter, Deoamber 21, 1869.] 

A publio meeting to farther the movement for the eata- 

blighiaeiit of a Bushmen's Home was held in White's Boom 

on. Mouday, December 20. The attendance waa lai^, and 

the Mayor of Adelaide (Mr. J. M. Solomon) occupied the 

His Worship commenced the prooeedinga by remarking 
that they must all be aware that in a colony like this — one 
of the main interests of which was sheepfarming — there wag 
a considerable number of men, known as bnshmen, who re- 
quired that some persons should take an interest in their 
welfare when they visited large centres of population, and 
that t^kis should be done they would all admit was both 
necessary and proper. The Home should he established 
on much the same principles as the Sailors' Homes which 
bad been erected in various places and found to confer so 
many benefits. Taking into consideration the heat of the 
weather, and the fact that the object of the movement was 
one that needed nothing, he was sure, to recommend it, he 
hoped the gentlemen who bad to address them would curtail 
their speeches as much as possible. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. H. Hussey (Hon. Secretary) then read the following 
report : — 

" In stating what has been done towards the establish- 
ment of ft Bushmen's Home, I have to report that at a pre- 
liminary meeting held in White's Arbitration Room on the 
30th Decemlier, 1868, the desirability of founding such an 
institution was unanimously affirmed, and the gentlemen 
present on that occasion resolved to use their beat endea- 
vours for the atteunmeut of the object. A Committee was 
appointed to make the necessary arrangements, consisting of 
the following gentlemen :^Chairman, Hon. Thoa. Elder, 
M.L.G. ; Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, Mr. C. Sabine ; 
Messrs. J. H. AngaB, J. H. Browne, S. Gomiab, H. Giles, H. 
Hussey, D. Murray, H. Scott, W. K. Thomas, S. Tomkinson, 
C. B. Young, and ' William,' the Bush Missionary. 

" Mr. Elder having left the colony, the Committee have 
been deprived of his valuable services. I may also state 
that as Mr. Sabine could not conveniently oontijiue to act 
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both aa Treaaarer and Seoretaiy, he conBented to fill the 
former office, and at the request of the Committee the dutlra 
of the latter office devolved upon me. 

" One of the first steps taken by the Committee WM the 
issue of a prospectus, briefly setting forth the kind of 
institution it waa thought decurablo to eatablish. This, 
accompanied with citculajs and subscription-lists, was for- 
warded to the various stations throughout the colonj, as well 
as to small sheepfarmers and others. Seven hundred lists in 
all have been sent out ; of these 318 have been returned, 
— 204 blank, and 114 with subscriptions — leavii^ 382 still 
out. The Treasurer's statement wiU. show the monetary 
result of this appeal to the bush people. 

" The Committee having decided to canvass the buah for 
subscriptions in the first instance, in ordertotest the feelings 
of bushmen themselves towards the proposed institution, 
no systematic efforts have been made as yet to obtain con- 
tributions from the citizens of Adelaide, and from residents 
in the settled districts. 

" At the preliminary meeting above referred to, it was 
proposed to erect the first Home at the Burra, or some other 
northern township; but at a subsequent meeting of the 
Committee, it was resolved, in deference to the wishes of a 
majority of the subscribers and others interested in the 
institution, to establish the first Home in or near Adehude. 

" A large number of addresses prepared by ' William,' the 
Bush Missionary, have been circulated throughout the colony, 
setting forth the principles upon which it is proposed to 
conduct the Home, and the comforts and advantages bush- 
men are likely to derive from the establishment of such an 
institution. ' William' has also undertaken long and arduous 
journeys in the buah, for the purpose of presenting its claims 
to those it is intended more particularly to benefit, and as he 
will furnish all needful information as to his proceedings, it 
is unnecessary to say more on this subject." 

Mr. Clement Sabine (Hon. Treasurer) read the financial 
statement, f^om which it appeared that the receipts amounted 
to £Gi& lis. 8d., made up as follows i — To subscriptions 
from 1067 persons on 117 stations, £567 lis, 6d. ; to con- 
tributions from overseers or owners, £i 9s. 3di ; to sub- 
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Horiptioii'liat at Bank of Anstralaaia, £12 ; to intereet from 
Bank received, X6 ; and to balance duo to Treasurer, £2 
17b. 2d. The expenditure amounted to £59 18a. 5d. The 
number of buahmen who had contnbuted towards the 
erection of a Home vas, he remarked, a test of the extent 
to which the movement was appreciated. Although the 
contributions were InBignifioant, and the total amount small, 
still the number who had contributed had altogether 
exceeded the expectation of the Committee ; and ho could 
say that those who had subscribed might be expected to 
give the institution their support. At first he entertaitied 
doubt as to the success of the Home ; but from what he had 
since ascertained, he was satisfied that it would succeed. 
The difficulty would be raising the first funds. They would 
require £3,000 before they could do anything in the way of 
erecting or renting a place suitable for a Home, and it waB 
not intended to borrow. The present then was the time to 
place the matter before the public, and invite their assistance. 
He had been given to understand that the bushmou would 
have subscribed more liberaUy, had they believed the Home 
would be erected. Now that the matter had gone forward, 
they would receive additional subscriptions from the men. 
He had every confidence in the Home being built, and, more^ 
over, that it would be well patronized. When once erected, 
it would be its own advertisement ; men living in the 
institution would attract others there. (Applause). 

His Lordship Bishop Short moved — " This meeting, re- 
coguising the foot that the bushmea of South Australia 
occupy an important position in the community, regrets that 
hitherto sufBcient consideration has not been paid to their 
requirements, particularly when absent from their employ- 
ment." He observed that when they considered that 700 
circulars had been issued, and over 1000 buahmen had 
subscribed, and further how the property and interests of the 
proprietors of ruus were united with the well-being of the 
men who went there to labour, the class was certiunly an 
important one on whose behalf they had met on that 
occasion. (Hear, hear.) The question arose — Did these 
men form a class who deserved the assistance of the public 
in the manner proposed 1 Assuredly they did. (Hear, hear.} 
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Some time since he used armu&Uy to take ft journey into tlie 
bush, and he had never ministered with more pleasure or 
satisfaction to himself than he had to buahmen — fine honest 
and hearty fellows^ — in the woolshed, or in the kitchen. He 
felt a great intereat in the class ; and there vas, he thought, 
something ia their life that should evoke sympathy. Tlunk 
of men following silly sheep for a long period of time, 
deprived of communion with their fellow-creatures. He felt 
that if these men came to town at the end of the year, and 
were t«mpted to break out and knock down their drafts, it 
was not surprising they were made a prey of, and in many 
instances they went baick ruined and bewared to labour for 
another year. What wonder then if they became what were 
called archangels ruined. (Applause.) Sailors, it was scud, 
earned their money like horses and spent it like asses ; and, 
in his opinion, much the same might be said of buahmen. 
He believed if there was a Home where their eamii^ would 
be taken care of, and their comfort looked after, many of 
them would be saved from that prodigality and waste of 
life and substance of which they had seen numerous 
instances. He had no doubt as to the propriety of establish- 
ing the Home. Hitherto, to his mind, the men for whom it 
was intended had not been snf&ciently considered by tho 
public. Having pointed out that some years ago certain, 
squatters established schools, and otherwise endeavoured to 
educate and improve the children of their employes, he 
remarked that diese arrangements had ceased to exist by 
reason of the droi^ht, which, like a flood of ruin, or like a 
tidal wave, had passed over ibe pastoral intereat. In con- 
clusion he stated that it was to the advant^e of the com- 
inunity generally to help forward the movement to save thia 
important class from furtiier deterioration, further poverty, 
fiirther loss of everything that rendered life valuable. 
(Apptoe.) 

Mr. S. Davenport seconded the motion. He had had, he 
s^d, the pleasure of meeting His Lordship in the bush for 
the period of twenty-one years, and from his zeal and 
devotion to his sacred duties, there were few better qualified 
to speak on this subject as he had done. Referring to the 
recognition by the resolution, that the bushmen were Vt 
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iniportaiit part of ths commmuty, he eaid, this was repeating 
a simple proverb, becai.\se it was bushmen who atarted the 
colony — huahmea with capital, and bushmen with labour. 
If there was anything striking in the establishment of that 
city and colony, it waa during the first five years of their 
history — nothing was exported, save what had been raised 
by bushmen. There was no produce exported in the first 
year. In the second, £770 worth of produce reared by 
boshmea, was exported. In the third year it decreased to 
£321. Next year the produce amounted to £8,480, and the 
next year it reached £35,485 17s. This showed the benefit 
of the bushmen, who gave life-blood to the oommniiity. It 
-was natural to conclude, that to those who had done so much 
for them they owed a great debt of gratitude. Sociably it 
waa very desirable that the interests of the taushmen should 
be attended to. Last year bushmen produced a miUion's 
worth of produce ; but why should not a million or half a 
million more have been raised during that time J He might 
bo pointed to the drought for an answer, but he demurred to 
this, and said sufficient inducement hod not been given to 
the buflhmen to encourage the settlement of the country. 
It had not been properly recognised that the bushmen were 
a clear profit to the country, for they occupied land beyond 
the settled districts, and there were many hundreds of miles 
of country in the colony still unoccupied and unknown. If 
they treated their public property as they would their private 
estates, they would know the colony more familiarly than 
they did. Socially this movement for the benefit of bush- 
men was important, because he saw no reason why in a few 
years these bushmen could not purchase small properties in 
various parts of the colony, and he was pleased to see that a 
Savings Bank waa to be established in connection with the 
Home. (Cheers.) This was not an act of charity, for the 
bushmen did not want their charity, and they would be sorry 
to offer charity to them. He was glad to see that the 
management was to be carried on by a Committee of the 
bushmen themselves, because this was very wise and proper. 
He spoke of the advantages of Clubs, and as professional 
and mercantUe men could have their Clubs, why should not 
bushmen have a Club, Bushmen, however, were so scattered 
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as not to have that strength which followed from unions.. 
He spoke of the analog; between bushmen and sailors. 
Bushmen spent a life of solitude, monotony, and hardship, 
and on these grounds they claimed their sympathy. The 
effect of these circumstances on the bushmen's minds made 
them easy victims when they came into the settled districts, 
and were met by people who, in a sneaking underhand 
manner, sought to take their money from them. He con- 
cluded by referring to the benefits of a Bushmen's Home, 
and wishing it every success. (Applause.) 

The Rev. J. G. Millard supported the resolution. He 
thought the previous speakers Imd thoroughly eshaustod the 
subject, but as a minister and a citizen he felt it hie duty to 
respond to the call of the Committee. Anything which 
benefited man deserved their warmest sympathy and support. 
He expressed sorrow that there was anything like opposition 
or antagonism to this movement in the community, but after 
iConsidering the arguments used against it he had come to 
the conclusion that the persons who had written on the sub- 
ject were either very ill-informed or else that they were inte- 
rested parties who looked on the movement with prejudice. 
It had been asked why they should select a particular class 
■of people for their social, moral, and religious care^why not 
take care also of the shoemakers, tailors, smiths, masons, and 
others when they came into town! Well, much as he should 
like to see a movement made for each of these classes, they 
could not compass everything at once, and they had better 
begin with the most pressing cause— that of the buahmen. 
He referred to the special peculiarities of bushmen, and the 
proportionate need there was to meet these peculiarities. 
He S|>oke of his experience in the bush of New South Wales 
and Queensland when he commenced hia ministry twenty or 
twenty-one years ago, and then said he aincsrely hoped this 
Home would be a great success, as it would be a great dis 
credit to the whole community if it did not prove so. It 
had been said this was a squatters' affair, and let tbem look 
to it ! No doubt they had the largest interest in it, but it 
was a matter in which the entire community was interested 
also. (Cheers.) He congratulated the promoters of the 
movement on the success which had followed their efforts. 
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He was sure there were better times in store for the Home, 

He BEud "God speed these better times, and God bleea the 
men who sought to advance them." (Applause.) 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

" William," the Bush Miseionary, then gave the following 
statement of hia personal experience among bushmen and 
others with reference to the Home, including portious of his 
report to the Conunittee on his return to Adelaide, which 
said report was not at that time published, and it was necea- 
sajy to repeat it for the information of the public : — 

" Your Worship, Ladies, and Gentlemen— Being fully sen- 
sible of what may reasonably be expected from me by an 
audience such as the one I have now the honour to address, 
I thought it better to prepare a statement, which, with your 
kind permission, I will now read. I beg to state that for 
sever^ years i have, by the grace of God, been travelling 
tlirough the bush in these colonies, doing the work of an 
evangelist among the stations, huts, and bush people, and 
whilst doing so I have had opportunities of making myself 
acquainted with their habits and have been enabled to study 
their peculiar characteristics, whiob persons accustomed to 
the comforts of a city life can hardly understand. 

" The scattered population in the bush have a strong 
claim upon the i^mpathy of those residing in more highly* 
&voured localities. Bushmen (as a correspondent of the 
Press observed) often endured hardships and privations of no 
ordinary kind and with a resignation deserving a better 
cause, sleeping about in draughty old woolsheds or dilapi- 
dated huts, travelling at tiroes hundreds of miles on foot 
seeking for employment ■sometimes four or five months, often 
carrying a heavy sw^ under a scorching sun or heavy rains, 
and sometimes very badly cleid, their garments tattered and 
torn, and they themselves debilitated and (to use a bush 
phrase) ' cleaned out' — that is, without a penny to call their 
own in this wide world, 

" Almost every one who has travelled far into the interior 
of Australia can remember the rough-and-ready but liearty 
and sincere hospitality of shepherds, atockmen, bushmen, 
and employers ; and a note'book might be well filled with 
tales which they recite of their unfortunate trips to the 
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variotiB townships. There ia not, I believe, a more gene- 
rously-disposed class of men in this world (in their own way 
and amoi^ themselves) than Australian buehmen. I have 
always found them willing to help liberally a real oase of dis- 
tress when it has been presented to them in a proper manner. 
They sometimee live in the bush for years together; but 
when an opportunity offers, too many of them, I am sorry to 
say, as the fit takes them, rush off to some place — pro- 
bably to Adelwdo — and there squander away their hard 
earnings in a few weeks' or days' debauchery. Some of 
their greatest difficulties bog^n when they visit the thickly- 
settled districts. Very freq[uently, however, they are not 
allowed to proceed so far as the city, but get ' bailed up,' 
as they call it on the Sydney side, before they reach their 
destination ; and the poor men often find, to their own and 
sometimes to their families' cost, that they can have the 
doubtful pleasure of being hocussed, dru^ed, and robbed 
without going to the city for these lamentable inflictions. 
Should they, however, reach it with their cheques, how often 
we may read in the public police reports of the way in which 
bushmen get rid of their money when in town ! They meet 
with certain undesirable characters, who beguile them with 
driuk, and lead the poor bush victim step by step into all 
kinds of riot and eicesa, until in a very short time their 
spoilers succeed in flattering them and cleaning them out, 
and then they bully them and turn them out of doors. 
Finally, many find themselves in the lock-up or before the 
magistrates, fleeced, fooled, penniless, and friendless sure 
enough ; or, if they still retain their -swag, it has to be shoul- 
dered again for a tramp through the bush, and sometimes 
they do not know where to go or which way to turn — poor 
prodigals indeed. This mode of life is not only injurious to 
many of our bush people and to society generally, but sete a 
very bad example to the rising generation, and ultimately 
consigns many to the Hospital, to the Destitute or the 
Lunatic Asylum, or to prison, while many perbh in the bush. 
Such is tho reward of sin and folly ! The tendency to these 
evils arises in Some measure from the peculiarity of bush 
life. Men are withdrawn from nearly every social eiyoy- 
raent| and lose, &om disUse, tho power of measuring their 
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wants vbich those who asaodate more with tbeir fellow-crear 
turee insensibly acquire. In these young colonies there is a 
great proportion of men destitute of friends or coanections, 
and having literally no home, but who are yet desirous of 
leading sober, steady lives, and of saving their hard earnings 
to do good to themselves and at the same time benefit society 
at lai^. I may here observe that the proposed Home is 
well calculated tj> supply this want. 

" Of lata years my mind has been led to study the practi- 
cability of erecting a Bushmen's Home or Club, the estab- 
lishment of which we have met here to-night to consider. I 
know of no better remedy for the state of things I have 
described than to erect such an institution, as it will (d.V.) 
be the means of preventing many of the evils alluded to, 
which all right-minded men must condemn and deplore. 
It will also promote the bushmen's comfort whilst redding 
there. It will certainly have the effect of raising them 
ia the social scale ; and I feel convinced that the Home will 
materially benefit the whole colony, espeoiiJly the men them- 
selves and their employers. The institution ahould be made 
a Home in the fullest sense of the word, with every requisite 
for innocent amusomont and enjoyment as well as for busi- 
ness. 

" I feel peimiaded that the time lias now come for afford- 
ing bush people visiting the city and other large townships 
that protection and comfort which are calculated to make 
many of them t>etter men, and that the good influence they 
will exercise directly on other bushmen will assist them to 
become more truly moral and independent than they now 
are, as their money will be better taken care of for them if 
they wish it, and they will not constantly have the tempta- 
tions before them of indulging in the gross sensuality and 
drunkenness to which they are, under existing circumstances, 
so frequently exposed. Such an institution would not only 
centraUze the men and cement in proper bonds the em- 
ployers and employed, but would also prove highly beneficial 
to the settlers, stockowners, and sheepfarmers, as well as to 
those employ»l by them. What is good for the labouring 
men in tlus instance, as in all others, must be beneficial to 
employen also ; Indeed, it is to the direct peoumaiy interest 
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of all employers of labour — stookowners and Bheep&nueni 
aroong the rest — that their workpeople should be sober, 
honest, respectable men. 

" The good fruits that will (d.v.) grow out of this institu- 
tion, such as makii^ provision for the aick and unemployed, 
for the instruction of the young, for the preservation and 
comfort of the aged, &o., are more than I can possibly show- 
in a statement of this kind, and in the short time usually 
allowed at pubhc meetings for detail. Now let tne ask, Why 
should we not establish such a Home 1 

" There are between 8,000 and 9,000 people at ordinary 
seasons employed in pastoral districts alone, and at shearing- 
time this number increases to between 13,000 and 14,000. 
There is also (at a roi^h calculation) between £150,000 and 
£300,000 pEud annually in wages. Surely it is high time 
something should be done to improve the condition of this 
long-neglected Ihi^ pastoral population, hundreds of whose 
children are now growing up in the outlying country in the 
grossest state of ignorance and vice, and some effort made 
to induce bushmen, instead of spending their cheques in 
spreeing when they come to town, as so many of them do, 
to lay their hard earnings by for seasons of distress and 
adversity. One very desirable object in the establishment 
of such a Home is, that buahmen will know, whenever they 
are travelling, or taking a spell, or looking for work, that 
they have a fiied place, which they have a right to make use 
of at any time as their own, at low charges, and there be far 
more comfortable and independent than if stopping at public- 
houses and such like places. In the proposed Home they 
will be able to keep themselves sober and respectable, meet 
their fellow-bushmen and friends, enjoy the intercourse 
natural to human beings, indulge in rational amusements 
and cheerful society, store any of their effects, deposit their 
savings, get employment probably, and feel in every sense of 
the word at home ; being at the same time protected from 
those who make it their business to reheve them of their 
money, often leaving them to beg their way back to the bush. 

" One of the fundamental principles of the institution is, 
that it must be made, f^er it is opened, self-supporting ; and 
if properly managed and patronised by the working men, I 

, . .V.UUyK- 
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believe it will become bo. Another ia, that it must be oon- 
ducted on purely temperance prinoipleB. With reference to 
thie, I can confidently affirm that the majority of the buah 
people are decidedly in &Tour of its being bo; and, fi^m my 
own experience of the habits of buehmen, I am equally con- 
fident that, in order to ensure its success, intoiicating drinks 
(in any shape or form) must not be allowed on the premises, 
however hard the case may be, or depend upon it drink will 
be the death of the Institute. 

" The meeting may now desire to know with what favour 
this scheme has been met by the bush population generally. 
I b^ to state that, in conjunction with my regular evan- 
gelising work, I have been collecting information and 
maturing a plan to remedy some of the existing evils in the 
bush. This plan having assumed a definite form, I have 
latterly been obtaining Bignatures and raising subscriptions 
towards the object. In doing all this, I have well traversed 
the colony of South Australia. My journeys have extended 
more than once as far west as the Great Australian Bight, 
to the north beyond -Mount Margaret and Lake Hope, 
eastward to the Barrier Ranges, to parts of the Darling 
and Murray rivers, Yorke's Peninsula, Cape Jervia, and 
the extreme south-east, to the Gawler Ranges, and to the 
Western Plains— a distance of over 19,000 miles on foot 
(Loud applause.) Whenever I had an opportunity, I brought 
the claims of such & Home as the one proposed before the 
people, invited discussion, and enlarged upon the contem- 
plated rules and regulations, also the necessity of forming a 
Bushmen's Friendly Society, and the mode of conducting the 
Home, the details of which I will not now take up the 
valuable time of this meeting to recapitulate. I may here 
remark that all these matters have lately been rendered 
more familiar to the bush population and others by the 
distribution of a large number of prospectuses, addresses, 
advertisements, &c. In some few instances I have met with 
prejudice and discouragement from captious individuals, but 
a little explanation has generally deared it away. The 
opposition to this movement has been made chiefly by self- 
interested parties travelling about the bush vilifying it. 
Letters also have been written to the press, and there is an 
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especially Htter one in this moruing'a Renter, decrying thia' 
good work, and assuling the motives of those who have so 
liberally given their time, talents, and exertiong, in order to 
acoomplish 80 deairable an object, These lettors, I believe, 
did not emanate generaliy from real bnshmen, but were 
written at the instigation of those whose sources of liveli- 
hood are not the most unexceptionable, and who began to sea 
their questionable craft in danger, In all great changes and 
reforms of a social and moral nature, there are some whose 
interest must clash with the new order of things ; and in a 
good work, such as this, we must expect much slander, 
misrepresentation, and opposition, as it is impossible that all 
men will see what is for their good. The result of my 
experience is that the men with whom I have come in contact 
do, as a rule, require such an institution ; and those who 
will make use of it when built are fer more numerous 
(since the matter has been rightly explained to them) than 
those who oppose the scheme. 

"I must now refer to the Secretary's and Treasurer's 
reports for practical results and for further information. 
We must remember, ladies and gentlemen, that the amount 
subscribed has been collected witliin the last twelve months 
from amongst a hard-working class of men, many of them 
with numerous families and rather low wages. If we con- 
sider the large number of 1,050 who have autwcribed this 
sum, and then add to these the uamea of 500 more who 
signed my book in favour of the movement — making 
altogether a total of 1,550 — we shall have, I doubt not, 
sufficient evidence of the necessity for the Home, as well 
as a guarantee for its future support. There would pro- 
bably iiave been many more names returned in favour of it, 
but for the pernicious effects of the prejudice alluded to, 
which has been excited against this movement by its secret 
as well as avowed enemies, who have instilled into the minds 
of some bushmeu that the Home is being got up by the 
squatters to the meu's disadvantage ; and it is purely ft 
question of time to disabuse their minds entirely of this idea. 
Let them experience the benefits to be derived &om such an 
institution, and this notion will soon disappear, for this will 
be the best argument that oan be used and the moat suocass- 
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fal adTerHsement which can be put forth, as the buahmen 
will listen to their own mates before they will to any one 
else. Ab a class of the community, they have bo seldom had 
anything of a purely philanthropic nature done for them, 
and so little interest taken in their welfare, that many are 
shy, and even suspicious, about this one on their behal£ 
Looking at this subject in a pecuniary point of view, the 
Adelaide public will be particularly benefited 1^ the first or 
parent Home being in the neighbourhood of Adelfude, for it 
will centralize here a number of bush people, and will 
probably bring into the city a great part of the £150,000 or 
£200,000 paid annually in wages to the bush people. ThuB, 
apart from the social, moral, and other good results to the 
men themselves, the sum alluded to wUl not fall into the 
hands of undesirable characters, who now monopolise it for a 
fiir worse purpose than throwing it into the River Torrens, 
but will be conveyed into its proper and legitimate channels 
to benefit, and not to injure, the men who have worked so 
hard and so long to earn it I have not the slightest doubt 
as to the auocess of the undertaking, if the course 1 have 
mapped out is pursued, and if the buahmen themselves are 
consulted and properly represented. When they have an 
oi^anization of their own (which for this purpose it will be 
desirable to form as soon aa possible), the men will become 
members probably by paying an annual fee as Club-money, 
such fee not to exceed in any case one guinea per annum. 
Of course this is not to apply to boarders at the Home, but 
to members of the Bushmen's Club. Further particularB 
will be given on this subject hereafter in a prospectus to ba 
prepared for this purpose. To prove a success, I am of 
opinion that a Bmall model Home should be started without 
delay (after a canvass of the city, suburbs, and settled 
districts has been made for Bubscriptions) with the means 
then at the Committee's disposal. The scale upon which the 
first experiment will be made must depend on the total 
amount of contributions towards this object. A sufficient 
beginning may be made with well-arranged boardii^ apart- 
ments and a labour office ; then, as the Bolf-eupporting 
principle is cairied out, the more applicants who present 
themselves the fester will be the growth of the inatitutaon. 
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The desire Is not ao laucli to nmke it a profitable niidertaking 
as to benefit the labouring men, consequently tbe cbargSB for 
board and lodging, &o., should be made aa low as possible, 
compatibly with good living, comfort, &c There is abua- 
dant proof that the institution is much required, and it will 
undoubtedly commend itself to tbe support and inteUectual 
approval of tbe public generally, and to those interested in. 
pastoral pursuits particularly, for it should be borne ia mind 
that the colony ia laigely indebted to the class called bush- 
taeo for its mat^ial prosperity, pastoral pursnite having 
done much for opening up the country. 

" Tbe coat of such an establishment will necessarily be con- 
adorable, though, if all hands help, it can be easily raised ; 
and it is bigh time that some measures should be taken to 
improve tbe condition of such a useful body of men. So 
deeply do I feel the importance of such a movement that, 
after much thought and prayer for Divine guidance, I have 
resolved (d.t) to comply with the wishes of personal Mends, 
the Committee, and others (if tbe busbmen do not object to 
this arrangement) to undertake tbe first superintendence of 
tbe place without salary — (applause)— for a time, until it 
gets into good working order. I will do this to help the 
infant Home, and save the expense at the beginning of 
having to pay a large salary for this purpose, which can but 
be ill afibrded. This will be aa good a contribution aa I can 
^ve. (Loud cheering.) Those only who know my- habits of 
life, and the evangelising work to which I have devoted 
myself, can at all understand how the temporary abandon- 
ment of this line of Ghriatian work will prove (not a sacrifice 
of principle, but) a discomfort to me. I merely mention 
this now to show the meeting bow much faith I bave in the 
cause. Still individual exertions can be of Uttie avail in 
suob a case as this ; but an earnest and combined effort will 
in all probability result in real and permanent benefit to all 
who get a living, or who are connected in any way whatever 
with the bush people, if the proposed Home is thrown open 
to all who agree to conform to its rules and regulations. 
The Committee have not hitherto called the special attention 
of the Adeliude pubLc to this undertaking, nor solicited help 
&om. stotioq-bolders, nor from residents in countiy towns. 
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as they have been waiting for an expreesion of opinion from 
the bushmen tbrot^h the medium of the subaoription-lists, 
some of which have been Bent in and advertised in the 
weekly papers ; and those lists have realized the eum of 
£625, colleoted from the labouring men alone. This, I 
think, proves that there is an earnestness about them in the 
matter ; and surely no settler or citizen who wishes well to 
the bushmen would object to contribute to the noble work 
we have in hand, for the evils it is intended to oure are 
patent to every one who has given the bushmen's case serious 
reflection. I would remark here that this great movement 
cannot be carried to a succaasful issue if only the bushmen 
take an interest in it ; and as it is directly or indirectly for 
the good of the commumty at large, the public generally, 
and the employers of labour particularly, must please assist 
us, and if this combined effort is put forth, success is almost ■ 
certain to be the result. I canuot conclude this statement 
without reference to the goodness and lovingkindness of the 
Lord ray Ciod, in conducting me safely through this dry and 
thirsty land so many thousands of milea, prraerving me from 
dangers seen and unseen, and makii^ me so useful to my 
brother-men in my day and generation. I must also refer to 
the valuable assistance and hospitality I have almost every- 
where met with from managers, overeeers, and old bush 
friends — high and low — throughout the pastoral districts 
in behalf of my work. This has made my yoke easy and 
my burden light. Many, many thanks to the press of South 
Australia for their invaluable assistance which, I trust, they 
will still continue towards this truly benevolent work. They 
will reap their fruits in due season, I doubt not. I have 
often had to confer with the members of the Bushmen's 
Home Committee, and also personal friends, and I now take 
the opportunity of publicly thanking them on the bushmen'a 
behalf as well as my own, for their very valuable assistance, 
counsel, and advice on all occasions, early and late, whenever it 
was needed. The uommendation of their own consciences will 
be the beat reward for them, I am sure. All friends of the bush- 
men, and all true philanthropists are earnestly appealed to, 
and respectfully solicited to contribute towards the funds for 
the erection and establishment of this noble institution wheo 
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waited upon by the collector hereafter to do bo. I must 
now leave the matter with you, feeling that I have not done 
the subject half the justice it deserves, and I shall be very 
glad to see abler persons take tip the cause on the bushmea's 
behalf. And I pray to Ood, for Jesua Christ's sake, to give 
you all the will, and the desire, and the strength, and the 
power to help ua build the Bushmea'a Home, for ' Except 
the Lord build the House, they labour in vain that build it.' 
— 1 Peter, ii. 17. — Amen. ' God save the Queen 1'" (Loud 
applause.) 

The Hon. J. H. Barrow moved — 

"That, considering tho success which has attended the 
efforts already made for eHtabtisfaing a Bushmen's Home, this 
meeting is of opinion that the time has now come when it 
is expedient to provide such an institution in or near 
-Adeleude." 

He said he looked upon this Home as an experiment, for ho 
waa not by any means sanguine of its entire saocess. There 
were many difficulties in its way, and many of the best 
causes were thwarted, and often defeated by the dif&cultiea 
in their way. When the Home was first suggested he never 
thought it would be opposed by any persons calling them- 
selves hand fide bushmen, although he thought it might be 
opposed by two or three scrub-publicans, and men of that 
sort. If bond fide bushmen really did oppose it, he believed 
that it must arise from misoonceptjon as to ita object and 
purposes. If bushmen were to be coerced he could under- 
stand their objection; and if, when they obtained admission 
to the Home, they were to be debarred free egress and 
ingress, he could understand it; for, unless this Home waa to 
be a sort of Club in which the bushmen could go in and out 
voluntarily, and be their own masters from first to last, then 
he would have nothing to do with it. (Cheers.) They had 
no right whatever to put any sort of pressure on men, even 
though they might say it was for their good. They must 
accomplish that good with their own free consent, and he 
supported this movement only on the clear and distinct 
understanding that bushmen should be as &ee in the Home 
as any gentleman who went to the York Hotel and called for 
what he wanted. (Applause,) They must endeavour to 
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impress buehmen with tlie feeling that the; were to make 
themselves entirely at home in their Club. They did not 
wish to insinuate Uiat bushmen could not conduct themselves 
properly without vexatious rules and restrictions, but they 
desired to establish a Club, an institution where the better 
iHasB of bushmen could feel themselves thoroughly at home. 
(Applause.) It had been stated that in the Bushmen'a 
Home intoxicating drinks would be excludei Of course it 
was not to be supposed that the bushmen who were not tea- 
totallers were to be locked up from morning till night, so as 
to prevent them getting a glaas of beer elsewhere j but in an 
institution of this kiod regulations were neceasaiy, and the 
Committee bad determined that it was best to conduct this 
Home upon temperance principles, in which bethought they 
had done right, (Cbeera.) If, however, bushmen thought 
they would be compelled to sign themselves teetotallers 
before they could enter the Home it was a great mistake, 
because nothing of the sort would be reqniired of them. 
They would be required to conduct themselves in a decent 
way, and would not be at all coerced in their movements, so 
that he could not understand any opposition on the part of 
bushmen. He, hke a previous speaker, bad read letters in the 
papers, and he should like to know where those letters came 
from. With reference to the remarks made that this was 
simply a movement on the part of the squatters to oppress 
the bushmen and lower their rate of wages, it was his opinion 
that that excuse was either hypocritical or ridiculous. 
(Applause.) He could not see how it was to operate to 
reduce the rate of wages. He thought it would rather have 
the contrary effect. If a man, by habits of trugality had 
saved a little money, be was not bound to take the first job 
that offered itself at any price ; but it waq the man who bad 
knocked down bis cheque, and had not a shilling in the world, 
who was obliged to take the first job that offered. (Loud 
cheers.) He should like those who said that tho tendency 
of the Bushmen's Home was to knock down wages to explain 
how that could be. (Hear, bear.) If they were right, be 
was mistaken ; but he could not see how a man with £1 in 
his pocket was less independent than a man who had not a 
penny. With regard to the statement that this was simply 
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a squatting tnOTemont, he thought that an ungraciouB iray 
of putting it. A rev. gentleman had to]d them that the 
squatters should take more than an average amount of 
interest in the movement ; and then when the squatters did 
take an interest in it, an objectioQ was raised that it origin- 
ated with the Hheep&rmers. It was the duty of the squatterB 
to lend this institution a helping hand, but it was absurd to 
call on them to do so, and then object to the movement 
because they helped it. (Hear.) He hoped this institution 
vonld be established, if only as an experiment. He agreed 
as to the analogy between bushmen and sailors, and as there 
were Sailors' Homes, why should there not be a Buahmen'a 
Home i Mr. Davenport called himeelf a bushman, though 
be (Mr. Barrow) did not say that Mr. Davenport would live 
in the Home. (Laughter.) He dared to say that a great 
many bushmen like him, although they might not take up 
their lodgings permanently, would however identiiy them- 
Belvea closely with the interests of the institution, and seek 
to carry it out succesafullj^. The resolution stated that it 
ma desirable to have a Home in or near Adelaide, He 
knew this bad been a moot point, but if this Club succeeded 
they would soon require a similar institution in the north 
and in the south-east. He felt that if the movement was to 
become popular, a beginning must be made near the city. 
If they build a Home twenty or thirty miles firom town, 
bushmen would naturally say — " You think us such children 
that you can't trust us in Adelaide." Bushmen, however, 
trfter spending years in the wilderness, liked to come to 
Adelaide, if it were only to aoe Burton's Circus. (Laughter.) 
And let them come. Then this institution, he observed, 
should not only be self- supporting, but self-governed. This 
would give the men an interest in the Home, and it was wise 
to do so. He hoped they would do their best to launch the 
Home, and he would only say that if any bushmen would 
give him particulars that would justify the assertions made 
that this scheme would lower wages and oppress bushmen, 
and if they would give kim the names of the parties who 
were carrying on the plot, he would do his best to expose 
.them to the whole colony. (Loud applause.) He believed, 
however, that the attempt was made by all parties in good 
faith, and from no sinister motives whatever^ ^(^^^rs.) 
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The BeT. J. L. Parsons witb great pleasure seoouded the 
resolution. The opposition to the movement, he said, was 
just that which might be anticipated. The class that was 
offering the most serious opposition was the one who would 
be injured by the establishment of the Home, He concurred 
in the remarks of the Hon. Mr, Barrow as to the institution 
cot having the effect of reducing wages. It would enable a 
man to save his earnings, and the man who had money was 
independent — he was in a position to refuse work if the 
wages did not suit him. He believed, from the success that 
bad so far attended the movement, that the time had really 
come when the first Bushmen's Home should be established ; 
and before the year 1870 was far advanced he hoped the in- 
stitution would be in full working order, and that it would' 
render great benefit to the class in whose interests it was to 
be erected. (Applause.) 

The resolution was carried. 

The Rev. F. W. Coi moved — 

" That this meeting, being of opinion that the establish- 
ment of a Home should not be left to the unaided efforts of 
the bushmec, earnestly solicits the aid of the citizens and 
residents of settled districts generally to assist in providing a 
Home m or near the city." 

In an able speech the rev. gentleman commended the insti- 
tution to the liberality of the public. He spoke of the hush- 
men's profession as being so noble and ancient that one 
might feel a considerable amount of pride in belonging to it ; 
deprecated, in dealing with the men, anything approaching 
to patronizing, and admitted that bushmen were subject to 
special temptations ; but hoped that those who knocked 
down their (jbeques were the exception. 

Mr. J. H. Angas seconded. In consequence of Ul-health 
he had not intended to be present at that meeting, and 
wotild not have been there had it not been for the letter 
signed "A Bushman of Ten Years" appearing in that mom- 
ing^s Regittrr, to reply to which he had travelled sixty miles 
that day, notwithstanding the heat of the weather. He de- 
nied the allegations of "A Bushman of Ten years," affirming 
that the movement did not originate with the squatters, 
although it would have been highly to their credit had such 
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been the case. It ori^aated 200 miles away from Adelude, 

in the bush ; and before being mentioned in the city the 
opinion of the bushmea was taken, who, as far ae his expe- 
rience went, were a quiet, respectable, sober, well-oouduoted, 
and intelligent body of men— many of them men of educa- 
tion and genius, and competent to fill higher positions were 
they open to them, but in this colony geniua was not always 
rewarded as it deserved. He was glad that merehanta and 
others had taken the matter up waraily. It was not now in 
the hands of squatters solely — he did not believe it would 
ever be ; and he trusted it would be carried to a auccessfol 
issue. "A Bpahman of Ten Years" showed by the state- 
ments he made that he was either very ignorant or very in- 
judicious. He challenged him to send the name and addresa 
of that man who gave lOs. towards the Home "for fear of 
having to talte the 'wallaby' with his wife and children." 
K he did BO he would refund the lOs. He also challenged 
the writer to furnish the names of any others who had been 
coerced into subscribing. The Home was a free institution, 
and no compulsion, to his knowledge, had been used, nor 
TCOuld there be any used. When he noticed that the Ssjlora' 
Home was receiving liberal contributions, he thought they 
had no occasion to fear for the Bushmen's Home, because, 
whilst sailors only visited the colony now and again, the 
bushmen were always here, and their labours did much to 
enrich South Australia. {Hear, hear.) He explained that 
the institution would be open to all coming from the 
country who chose to enrol themselves as members ; and 
stated that he had no doubt, if the thing was properly 
organized, it would he well supported and largely patronized. 
(Applause.) 

The motion was carried unanimously, • 

Mr. N. Blyth, M.P., briefly expressed his hearty sympathy 
with the movement, and moved — 

" That the following names be added to the existing Com- 
mittee :— Hon. J. H. Barrow, M.L.C, N. Blyth, Esq., M.P., 
S. Davenport, Esq., T. Magarey, Esq. ; and to represent 
bushmen — Messrs. Evan McKay, W. Coleman, Wm. Boberts, 
John Ganham, John Quayle, Wm. Bradbury, John Gillea, 
Samuel Lovering, J. Lillywhite, and — Pelton." 
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The motiou was seconded by the Rev. Mr. Lyall, who ei- 
pressed his conviction that the institution was required, and 
stated that he had read the regulations drawn up for the 
management of the Home with complete approval. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The Rev. C. Manthorpe moved a hearty vote of thanks to 
Hb Worship the Mayor for presiding, and intimated that 
His Worship gratuitously granted the use of the Town Hall 
for the purpose of that meeting, but the Committee felt dis- 
inclined to accept the offer, as they feared they could not 
fill it. 

Mr. C. B. Tonng seconded the vote of thanks. He re- 
marked that but for a misunderstanding on the part of the 
Committee, for which he was maiuly reaponsible, they would 
have had the support and presence of His Excellency the 
Governor that evening. He was sure His Worship would 
not feel offended when he said that, pleased as they were to 
see the Chief Ms^strate in the chair, it would have given 
them Htill greater pleasure to have seen Her Majesty's repre- 
sentative supported by His Worship. (Cheers.) He might 
say, however, that Hia Excellency had expressed his warmest 
interest in the movement, and promised to give it his sup- 
port. (Applause.) 

The vote was carried by acclamation, and tersely acknow- 
ledged by Hia Worship. 

The proceedings of the public meeting then closed. 

A meeting of the Committee was held nest day, and 

It was reaoived — "That 'William' bo empowered to solicit 
subscriptions from the residents of the city, and that he be 
furnished with the necessary credentials and printed state- 
ments setting forth the objects of the institution." 

"WiUiam" signified hia assent to the foregoing arrange- 
ments. 

It was resolved — "That several members of the Com- 
mittee should undertake to wait upon the leading mer- 
cbanta and others to solicit their subscriptions towards the 
Home." 

It was resolved — " That the stockholders and sheepfarmers 
not residing in the city should be applied to by Circular to 

' . - s- 
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contribute to the funds of the inatitution, and that a state- 
ment of the amount already contributed by those employed 
on the stations be embodied in the Circular." 

In aooordaQce with this resolution the following Circular 
vaB distributed to friends likely to help the cause tdoBg : — 
"Adelaide, December 20, 1869. 
"To . 

" Sir — The scheme for establisfaing a Bushmen's Club ia 
or near Adelaide having now been fairly set before the 
public of South Australia, and the desirableness of such 
an institution haying been affirmed by the fact that above 
1,000 men have subscribed towards it a sum of upwards ot 
£600, the Committee have originated a systematic canvass 
of the city, snbiu-bs, and country districts for the purpose of 
soliciting subscriptions towards the object, 

" With the details of the scheme you are no doubt fami- 
liar. I have, therefore, only to intimate that I have been 
directed by the Conmiittee to apply to you for a oontri- 
bution. 

" Should you feel disposed to assist the movement, pleaae 
fill up the attached form, and forward it, with your dona- 
tion, not later than 28th February, 1870. 

"The Committee will furnish contributors ocoasionftlly 
with reports of progress, &o. 

" H, HuBSBT, Hon. Sec" 



[fork attached.] 

Date ., 

To the Treasurer of the Bushmen's Club. 

Sir — I enclose the sum of pounds, being my 

donation towards the establishment of the Bushmen's Club, 

Kame 

Address 



The services of "William" were here called upon to can- 
vass the city from house to house at the principal places of 
business. When the proprietor was not in, the following 
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note waa left to be sent in or called for at a more conrenient 
season : — 

"Adelaide, December 21, 1869. 

"No 

"Mr 

" Dear Sir — I have to inform you that I have called for a 
contribution towards the eHtabliahment of a Bushmen's Home 
iu or near Adelaide (see report of public meeting held 20th 
December, 1869), and am directed to leave this form, nitb a 
request that you will kindly state the sum you feel disposed 
to give towELrds the institution. 

"Amount £ a. d. 

"N.B. — Please forward this note (with the amount of 

J 'OUT contribution) to the Treasurer, C. Sabine, Esq., Ade- 
Eiide, or leave it in charge of some person (at this place) for 
the ^collector, who will cidl again for it as soon as possible 
should it not have been previously sent in. 

" 1 am. Sir, &c., 

" William." 

A few days after the public meeting some kind but misled 
friend wrote the following letter to the Reffisler against the 
temperance principles of the proposed institution : — 

" TO THE EDITOR. 

"Sir — As a sincere well-wisher of the success of the Bush- 
men's Home, and believing that its establishment would 
confer an enormous benefit upon the class of men for whom 
it is designed, permit nie to offer a few observations on one 
point so much insisted upon by the missionary 'William.' 
He suggests most emphatically that no fermented liquors 
should be kept in the house. If this idea were carried out, 
it is to be feared that instead of checking intemperance it 
may tend, if not to encour^e it, still to offer the temptation 
of seeking the means of gratifying a most lamentable pro- 
pensity elsewhere. Of course, a bushman may be an inmate 
of the Home and get any amount of drink at public-housM ; 
and to many a man the entire deprivation of fermented 
liquors will be a reason either for not becoming an inmate or 
for going out to indn^ where he can. 

f2 , . v.ou^. 
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" In moderetion neither beer, wine, nor even spirit, is tin- 
wholesome ; and if the hushman could ^et hia glaBS of any 
good liquor at tho Home for a moderate price, it would be 
hx better for him than to procure it in its generally-adul- 
terated form. The person serving good liquors would be a 
domestic of the eetabliehment, paid out of its funds, and he 
vould have no interest in encouraging drunkenness ; on the 
contrary, his situation would or ought to depend upon his 
refusing to serve any one with au immoderate amount of 
drink. No 'shouting' would be permitted, and whoever 
asked for a glass of wine, beer, &c, would have to pay down 
for it. 

"Instead of assisting intemperaoce, this plan would go far 
to check the vice ; and perhaps men who otherwise might 
continue a shocking habit would be induced to make a mode- 
rate use of that which in itself cannot injure them — which, 
indeed, may be almost necessary to their bodily health. 
" I am. Sir, Ac, 

" A SUBSORIBER. 

" December 23, 1869." 

Reply to " Subscriber's" letter about the temperance prin- 
ciples of the place : — 

"to the bditoh. 

" Sir — Will you kindly open your valuable columns for a 
few words io reply to a letter wluch appeared in the Register 
of 29th December, 1869, signed by "A Subscriber." 

" I beg to say that there are many more aubacrihers and 
others in favour of the iostLtution being a quiet, sober re- 
treat than otherwise ; and surely if the men understand that 
it is to be conducted on temperance principles (which they 
do), I cannot understand why others should try to impose 
drink upon them, and, unasked, endeavour to throw this 
brand of discord into the place. 

It will, I think, be quite time enough to diacusa the pro- 
priety of introducing intoxicating drinks into the place when 
the hush people desire it themselves, without placing the 
very temptation it is the wish of so many of thera to 
avoid directly in their way. It never was deeigned to 
make an hotel of it — I should think "Subscritier" must 
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know there are plenty of them already in Adelaide — and, 
indeed, it never can become so, for the money has been col- 
lected from the bush people on thia understanding, and if 
tised for such a purpose as introducing intoxicating drinkn 
in any shape or form ae beverages will be misapplied. 
" I am, Sir, &o., 

" WiLLIAU. 

"Adelaide, January 1, 1870." 

The following article, in which a licensed Tictualler tries 
to persuade " William" to become " a publican himself," will, 
no doubt, amuse our friends. The writer expresses himself, 
aiao, that it would be beneath him to refute aiisertions made 
at the public meeting as to the hocussiug, &c., attributed to 
part of his fraternity. He must have read deeply the hearts 
of wicked men to come to such conclusions as he has done in 
the foUowii^ cynical effusion :-~ 

"There is a wildemess-howler who briefly deaignatee him* 
self 'William' who perplexes me greatly as to whether he 
ever had any second name, aa most other people have. Was 
he won at a rafQe, instead of being produced in the ordinary 
way, so that he is short of a surname 1 — or, supposing ' Wil- 
liam' to be his surname, did his godfather and godmother, 
in despairing to find a Christian name for such a prodigy of 
piety and learning, leave him without one %—qt, again, sup- 
posing ' William' ever had a second name, did he stick it up 
somewhere and fail to redeem it 1 

" ' There ib a pride'that apes hamility. ' 

" ' William,' I fear you have that pride in association with 
the intolerable cant that pervades your address read before 
the amiable idiots who proposed building a nursery for bush- 
men on Monday evening. 

" Hear ' William :' — ' So deeply do I feel the importance 
of thU movement, that after much thought and prayer for 
Divine guidance I have resolved (d.v.) to comply with the 
wishes of personal friends, the Committee, and others (if the 
bushmen do not object to this arrangement), to take the first 
superintendence of the place without salary for a time, until 
it gets into good working order.' 



" The iufereDce is clear that, after the place should be got 
into fair working order, the euperinteudent should t>e paid ; 
and wlio 80 fit for superintendent aa he who got the place in 
fair working order 1 

'" William,' tikis ia an old dodge. Secretaries to all kinds 
of schemes give their aervicea gratuitously at first, with a 
prospect of a weU-paiil appointment after. 

" Take my advice, ' William,' and a public-house, and pay 
down your licence-fee like a man. Then the buahmen, -who 
love you so tenderly, on coming to town will patronize you, 
beyond aU doubt ; and, stimulatud by the ' evangelizing 
labours' of which you boast so frequently, your brother 
publicans will take to paalm-singing, watering their grog, 
and blessing bushmen. 

" The impudent assumption that there are no respectable 
hotels or lodging-houses in Adelaide where a bushman might 
reside without danger of being bocussed, robbed, and cast 
adrift explains itself, and is unworthy of serious refutation. 
It is also a gross impertinence to speak of bnshmen as of bo 
many children — helpless, without the paternal guidance of a 
man with a fragment of a name." 

The writer of this article evidently is ignorant of the feet 
that " Wilham" or any other person may asBume what name 
he pleases for business or philanthropic purposea. Was it 
absolutely necessary for "William" to have two or three car 
even a larger number of names ) He might have assumed. 
such as Great, Bold, Magnificent, or the like, having a large 
number in the world to choose from. Nut many persons at 
this our day are compelled to leave father, mother, home, 
and lands for Ciirist's sake ; but even now there are some 
oases in families where much persecution has to be endured 
There a iftinscieatious man tries to follow his Lord fully. 

The following letter originated through a denial made by 
J. H. Angaa, Esq,, to a letter in the morning's paper contain- 
ing an insinuation from "A Bushman of Ten Years" that 
the movement originated with the squatters : — 

" TO THE EDITOR. 

" Sir — If Mr. Angas means the idea of establishing a Home 
for Bushmen did not originate with the squatters, 1 certainly 
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agree with him, as I have an indistinct recollection of some 
Buoh scheme being set forth in your paper on the subject five 
years ago— the only difference, so fer as I remember, being 
that the bushmen were recomDnended to form and manage 
their own institution without pnbHc help or squatters' help, 
however humble their first attempt might be ; bnt as I never 
did nor can object to any movement which (whatever other 
faults it may have) necessarily tends to bring men into close 
connection with each other, and by doiug so to give them a 
future power, it is not likely I am going to find fault. 

" Were the Home to be established solely by the squatters 
for their own benefit — were it intended as a lai^ boarding 
labour office, to regulate the price of wages, and to coerce in- 
stead of to reheve — I should still have no fault to find, 
simply because, instead of being isolated as they now are, 
buahmen would be banded together, and I believe in that 
case they would also act together ; but it certainly surpriaea 
me that clergymen and gentlemen, of very high attainments 
and of long and varied experience can continue to meet time 
after time in connection with homes and the temperance 
cause, and yet so lamentably neglect their duty to their fel- 
low-men. The expression may be harsh, hut it is true. 

" There is a certain 57th clause in the Licensed Victual- 
lers Act with a £10 penalty for the first breach, £20 for the 
second, and an extinguisher for the third. This clause is 
openly violated in nearly every public-house in the colony. 
The licensed victuallers are allowed to poison men already 
maddened by drink with impunity. The madman is pei> 
mitted by the public and the pohee to reel from bouse to 
house and get fresh doses ; and the end of all this is, perhaps, 
to lock the man up and fine him 5a. 

" It is monstrous that men should be poisoned openly and 
publicly — that homes from this cause should be desolated 
— that murders should be committed and asylums filled — 
and yet no one interfere, much less uphold the law. This 
of the towns ; but in the suburbs and the country there is 
all this, and more particularly on the Sabbath day. 

" This ia no case of ' informer.' Let the Temperance 
League appoint an agent to himt the nuisance down ; let 
every gentleman who witnesses the nuisance help to root it 
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out ; let every policeman be instructed to look as sharply 
after this aa iie going out of a lamp ; and let every magis- 
trate strictly enforce the penalties. The result will be, 
perhaps, some public-houses closed ; but there will bo hun- 
dreds of wretched homes made happy, aud thousands of chil- 
dren clothed, fed, and educated, now ikaked, ill-fed, and igno- 

" The man who will step forth and systematically Btrivo 
to suppress this intolerable nuisance will do more general 
good to the community than any missionary who sought to 



—^drertUer, Deoember 29, 1869. 

A writer in Licensed VictuaUtr of January, 1870, does not 
seem to agree with the foregoing letter, which he undertakes 
to answer in a high strain of nonsense and irony that cer- 
tainly wiU have no effect on the class called bushmen, on 
whom he thinks our exertions fortheir happiness and welfare 
ere thrown away. He thinks our efforts are a mere kind of 
philanthropic effervescence, such as he is in the habit of 
indulging in when he renovates and doctors up bis muddled 
customers the morning following a night's debauch. The 
following are his remarks : — 

"BOTHREBD BCBHMIN. 

" ' Too many cooks spoil the soup.' The compassionate 
friends of bushmen are likely to commit a similar culinary 
miademeanour in the endeavour to ' cook their goose.' 

" One infuriated reformer — ' I am. Sir, &c.. Spectator* — 
rushes into the Advertiser of the 20th ultimo. A less violent 
philanthropist mildly invades the Register of the same day 
under the modest cognomen of ' A Subscriber.' 

'' ' Spectator' is a man of comprehensive mind. He not 
only contemplates 'doing for' the bushmen, but designs to 
do up the publicans. He is powerful in language of the 
ranting kind, of which here is a specimen ; — ' The licensed 
Tictuallei's are allowed to poison men already maddened by 
drink with impunity, The madman is seen by the publto 
and the police to reel fron) house to house, and get fresh 
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doeea, and tKe end of all this is, perhaps, to look the man np 
and fine him 5s- 

" 'It is monatrotis that men should be poisoned openly and 
publicly ; that homes from this cause should be desolated ; 
that murderB ahould be committed, and asylums filled ; and 
yet no one interfere, much leas uphold the law.' 

" He then says — ■' Let the Temperance League appoint an 
agent to hunt the nuisance down.' 

" What the nuisance is does not clearly appear in the 
rush of the impetuous 'Spectator's' foaming torrent of words, 
but it must either mean the publicans or the drunkards 
therein referred to. In either of which cases the 'agent' who 
undertook the responsibility of interfering in affairs that did 
not concern him might come to grief. 

" That publicans are taxed, fined, and worried by oppres- 
sive laws surely should be sufficient without their having to 
Bubmit to the slanderous insinuations of the canting humbugs 
■who publish anonymously in newspapers. 

" ' A Subscriber' does not attack publicans iu the same 
way as 'Spectator,' but approaches them insidiously. He 
does not 'agree with 'William' that no fermented liquor 
should be kept in the Bushmen's Home. This far-sighted 
observer thinks that bushmen possibly would not constantly 
remain In the Home with their feet in hot water, and their 
heads in a bason of gruei. He even confesses, that 'in 
moderation neither beer, wine, nor even spirit, is unwhole- 
some.' He has nevertheless a great dread of publichousea, 
and foresees with horror that ' a bushman may be an inmate 
of the Home and get any amount of drink at publichouses.' 

" The idea of combining the comforts of a home with the 
eeoluaion of a prison, will no doubt commend itself to the 
careful consideration of bushmen ; in the meanwhile we find 
' William,' the chief agent in the idiotic attempt to treat as 
children men who as a class are distinguished for their hardy 
enterprising roving nature, engaged in ' collecting,' which 
appears to be the principal aim of all missionaries." 

In an article on Bushmen's Homes, the Australasian, after 
a complimentary reference to what was being done in South 
Australia to estebludi a Home for buehmen, adds the follow- 
f3 . ■ v.ou;^K 
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ing letter commenting thereon, also upon the public meeting 
lately held in Adelaide ; — 

" Homes fob Bushuen. 

" Bushmen and sailors being much alike in their improvi- 
dent habits, it has been often proposed to provide Homed 
for both when out of employment. The Sailors' Homes are 
succeeding admirably, and so, doubtless, would Homes for 
bushmen, if established on a, sound principle. They would 
be the means of keeping many from publichouses, where the 
first glass of spirits often decides the question of money ot 
no money on going away. Few are so utterly reckless as to 
go to such places with the intention of leaving all their 
money behind them, but a drinking bout once entered on, 
they know not when to stop. Repentance comes too late, 
and when his money is gone, the bushman has often no 
resource but to join the ranks of idle loafing swagsmen, and 
wander abont the country for months without the chance of 
earning more. Many a good man is thus spoiled, for such a 
life must spoil aJl self-respect. In South Australia a move- 
ment for the formation of such Homes was commenced a 
year ago, and a few days since an adjourned meeting was 
held to receive the report of the Committee appointed at 
first. 

" It was resolved then to canvass the country districts, 
and ascertain what amount of support might be calculated 
on from the settlers and the men chiefly interested iu the 
subject This part of the work was left apparently to 
' William,' the Bush Missionary, who made a long speech at 
the meeting, e^cplaining the steps he had taken, and the 
opinions prevailing amongst the men he had conferred with 
on the subject during his wanderings. Several had received 
the proposals gladly, subscribing towards the fund for the 
erection of a building, while many were prejudiced against 
it, saying that it was a squatter's project for the reduction of 
wages. Such ideas were as absurd as they were unfounded, 
for the squatters have done little to aid the movement, either 
with money or personal influence. Of 700 circulars asking 
for their aid, only 318 were returned— 204 blank and 104 
~vith aubecriptions — the remainder being unanswered. Still 



THE BUSHMEN'S CLDB. 131 

£644 lis. 8d. was collected principally by 'William' m 
small auma during his travels, and with that sum in band 
Irom the bush and the promise with their signatures 
attached of 600 men to support the institution. When. 
opened, it waa deemed by the meeting time to call upon the 
Adelaide public for assistance. The first resolution passed 
recogniBes the important position the bushman ought to hold 
on account of his services to the community, and regrets 
that sufficient attention has not hitherto been paid to his 
requirements, especially when out of employment. The 
other resolutions affirmed the propriety of having the first 
Home in or near Adelaide, and that the work of raising the 
required funds— about X3,000 — should be entered on with- 
out further delay. It is proposed to have a Savings' Bank 
and a labour offioein connection with the institution, and if 
the first or central Home answers, to have branches in 
suitable localities. Aa the speakers at the Adelaide meeting 
were mostly clergymen, the formation of Homea waa advo- 
cated for the benefit of the men themselves, but a writer in 
our issue of to-day recommends these as the beat means of 
reducing the number of travelling swagsmen. His idea is 
that depots or lodging-houses should be established at con- 
venient distances apart, where men would be boarded at a 
moderate charge, and where they could hear of vacant 
situations, if in need of them. Then, no men should be 
hired without cortiflcatM from their last employers; in fact, 
that without these they should be sent to industrial establish- 
ments of some sort, where they would have to work for their 
keep. If these depots were established on the principal 
roads, and the settlers agreed to hire men only from them, 
of course travellers would have no excuse for calUng at the 
stations, and might fairly be refused either food or lodging ; 
but unless there is absolute union amongst employers, such 
a system would soon become inoperative. However, the 
proposal is worthy of consideration, for it is only by some 
such means that the number of idle swagsmen can be 
materially reduced. On the one side Homes are recommen- 
ded for the benefit of the men, and on the other for that of 
the masters, and doubtless there would be great gain for 
both, if we except those men who wish to live without work. 
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and nov rery nearly succeed in doing so. One Home may 
do to begin with in South Australia, but iu the northern 
parts of this colony, and the neighbouring portions of New 
South Wales, several would be required. However, a large 
fund would be forthcoming to found these if the settlers 
generally would only agree to devote the cost of one year's 
nttioTM to travellers. Let us duly reot^iao the importance 
to the COTnmunity of bushmen aa a class, but not forgetting 
at the same time that those of them who remcun idle are 
consumers of the wealth created by those who work, and 
that they ought to be cared for and rewarded according ta 
the deserts of either section of that body." 

The movement In Adelaide seems to have stirred the 
bushmen's case up in the sister colcnies about this time, aa 
the following oorrespODdence extracted from the Sydney and 
Melbourne newspapers will show : — 

"To the Editor of the Auslralatian, 

" Sir — The text 'Bushmen, Swagmen' has been the heading 
of many letters in our journals from time to time; the 
theme is ventilated and disoussed, and having been, so to 
speak, taken out to air, it is folded up and l^d aside, and 
still the evil goes on increasing, for now we hear talk of poor 
laws, the increase of pauperism, and vagrancy. The evil of 
the present state of things is known and acknowledged on all 
sides, but the welfare of a large portion of the community 
being every one's business, ends by being no one's care. 

" A short tima ago I drew the attention of the readers of 
the HamUion Spectator to a plan for forming a labour depot 
and home for bushmen, and I hope there is some probability 
of something of the soit being tried in this neighbourhood ; 
but as the only chance of its being productive of general 
good is by its being adopted over a large district at once, I 
would ask space in your columns in the hope that other 
people throughout the more settled portions of the colony 
may be able to judge if there would be any advantage io 
getting up such dep6ts in their vicinity. The great want in 
all such schethes is Uililisd action and public spirit ; money ia 
on the whole much easier 'i6 obtunj but money without the 
rest will do very little. 
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" The fint step is that all employers who would join in 
getting up a labour depot in their districts should give their 
labourers oertificatee upoa their discharge, which might easily 
be rendered ef do value except to the owner ; and that, 
where it is practicable, preference be given to certificate- 
holders when in search of work. Then they should engage 
no men except from the labour depot, and feed no travellers. 
This would take away all excuse for awagmen wandering 
through the bush on the pretence of looking for work, as it 
■would soon be known that the only chance of getting work 
was by sticking to the main roads and inquiring at the different 
depots ; it would also considerably lessen the risk of bush 
fires which bo often occur from the carelessness of travellers. 

"Lodging-houses are to be found now in almost every 
township, where travellers can be boarded for sums varying 
£rom 12s. to 20s. a week ; the actual cost of the provisions 
required by a traveller, fed as station-hands generally ore, 
might amount to about 5b. per week. One of such lodging- 
houses, kept by a person in whom some confidence could be 
placed, might be made the labour depot, and at this bouse 
the holder of a certificate might be boarded for Is, a day, 
or about 7b. a week, if the keeper was BubsLdised at the rate 
of about 5s. a week for boarders where the average is 
about four, and at a proportionately less rate for a larger 
number. He would require to keep a register in which 
certifioate-holdera could enter the names. If any great 
demand for labourers arose, he could easily communicate 
vrith other depots. 

" I have given a more outline of the plan, but I think 
there is enough to show the benefit of it both to employer 
and labourer. To the first — be they settlers, farmers, or road 
contractors — their servants finding the advantage to begained 
by holding certificates, will have more desire to give satia- 
&ction, and an improvement will be obtained upon the 
present system of picking up such men as chance sends, of 
whose capabilities nothing can be known. To the honest 
and industrious labourer it would be a bonus on his wages, 
for he would thus be enabled to live at a cheap rate when 
out of work, and, with a couple of pounds in his pocket, 
might travel front one end of the colony to another, knowing 
that if work was to be had he would be certain to hear of it. 
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" The cost of such a dep6t would be but Bmall — if includ- 
ing a fair-sized radius — to that dow borne by many settlera 
in feeding men who neither want work nor can work, and 
but a trifle compared to the 'cost of establishing Bushmen's 
Homes on the Sailors' Home modeL 

" But some may say, this supposes tdl men to be honest 
and industrious, and that such things as knocking down 
cheques are quite unknown. Well, granted that all are not 
so, and that at the present time- the loafing swagman pre- 
dominates over his industrious brother, surely it is time that 
some means were found of curing the evil. If men wiU 
behave as children and sacrifice every consideration of the 
future for a few hours of drunken delirium, thoy ought then 
to be treated as children, and looked after as such, to prevent 
their becoming a tax on others. Could not some means be 
found of forming industrial establishments in different parts 
of the colony, having land attached to them, and different 
trades carried on in them, so as to be self-supporting, not 
manned by a staff of officials who might not have any idea 
of their work or interest in anything except the due return of 
quarter day, but by men thoroughly acquainted each with his 
own trade, and engaged in that alone, deriving the greater part 
of their income &om their own exertions on something of the 
co-operative system) To such establishments let all men be 
sent for a term who are found wandering on the pretence of 
looking for work and cannot produce a certificate, or have 
no means of support, and make them work — not the 'Govern- 
ment stroke,' and do not feed them on the Model Prison 
system, but make them work for their living — ^ind be paid 
and fed accordingly, or take the consequence of starvation. 
Pay them half the current rate of wages, more or less 
according to their work, and bestow the balance on the 
Benevolent Asylums, and thus those who are sure to in- 
habit such buildings will duly contribute to their support. 
Such an idea may be thought to savour of despotism, but 
better the despotism whero no man is allowed to eat the 
bread of idleness or to starve than the freedom where he 
' becomes a nuisance and encumbrance to others, and, for 
aught these others care, may be left left to die by the road- 
side. " Yours &o., 

" December 28." "_— -^— . 
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[From the Mutralatiim of the \&^ Jaaiarj, 1670.] 

Swag MEN. 
To the Editor of the Auafraleuian. 

Sir — I have always been of opinioa that if in each Urge 
township Bome recognized home were establiahed it would 
be a great benefit to the bughman j and I beheve, when it 
came to be known that men could be hired at these depots, 
the men who wanted work would atop there. 

The majority of the boarding-houses iu the country town- 
ships are little better than the lower class of public-house ; 
and I firmly believe that in seven of them out of ten grog 
is sold, but of a rather better description than common 
public-house grt^. 

The almost daily accounts of men bereft of reason through 
excess of stimulants is heartrending ; but here, again, it is 
not caused by mm, brandy, or other spirituous liquors, but 
by those imitations of them so commonly found in the 
lower class of public-house. Here, I thiuk, our legislators 
and the police might help us. 

If savings banks were attached io the bush homes they 
would be a great convenience, and lead to much real good At 
present eveiy inducement is offered to the swagoian iu the 
bush to knock down his cheque ; and in some favourite 
localities it is a daily repetition of " Oet up. Jack ; let John 
sit down, for he is homeward bound." When John becomes 
Jack, be is sent off with a bottle of grog and a few shillings 
iu hie pocket, and, of course, is told that he is somewhat in 
debt ; but still Jack declares that Old Blank is not snob a 
bad fellow, and his nest cheque shall go to him if he f Jack) 
can reach him. 

To establish these homes there must be an entire unity 
amongst the employers of bush labour; even one dissen- 
tient will make it fall throut^h. I see the swagmen are getting 
it hot just now because they refuse XI por week harvesting. 
Of course every one knows that a man will wear out a pair 
of good moleskin trousers iu a week, binding after a machine, 
and trousers are not ho cheap in bush stores. Another 
thing, what sort of accommodation is otFered 1 Four years 
ago I assisted at the potato harvest westward, and the 
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aooommodation for five men was the tilt of a light oart 
placed on the ground, and the open canopy of heaTon. 
Yours, &c., 

C&RTHUSUK. 

The next meeting of the Committee was held on 3nd 
February, 1870, at Mesars. Goode Brothers' office. — Present 
Messrs. J. H. Aiigas (Chairman), T. Magarey, C. Sabine, H. 
Giles, C. B. Young, H. Hussey, and " WiUiam." 

The Secretary reported proceedings siooe last meeting as 
follows : — 

In compliance with the wish of the Committee, 
" William" has canvassed down to North Adelaide for contri- 
butions to the Home, the result of which will appear from 
the Treasurer's statement; the oontributiona received have 
been reported in the daily papers. 

Five hundred copies of the report of the public meeting 
have been struck off in a separate form, and the greater part 
of them put into circulation. 

Upwards of one hundred circulars have been sent out, 
soliciting contributions from stocltownerB, sheepfarmers, and 
others in various parts of the colony, and a few sent to 
alsentees residing in England. 

At the suggestion of " William," and with the approval of 
such of the members of the Committee as could be conferred 
with, the following advertisement waa inserted on January 
3Ist, 1870, for land and premises for a Home, so that in the 
event of any that might be suitable offering, the Committee 
could take the same into consideration. 

" Wanted. — PREMiara for the Bushmen's Home. 

"Persona having Laud and Buildings to sell or lease 
situated in Adelaide, or within about one mile of the city, 
which could be made available for the purposes of the above 
Institution, are invited to send a description of same, with 
terms aud full particulars, without delay, addressed to Mr, 
H. Hussey, Hon. Sec, Bowden. 

" Offers to be addressed not later than March 1st, 1870." 

The offers and particulars which have been sent in will be 
laid before the Committee. 
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The Treasurer reported that up to the present time the 
total eubacriptions amounted to X981 48. Id. 

The principal business of the meeting was the coneidera- 
tioa of suitable premises for the Home. 

The Secretary stated that he had received some offers of 
premises which were quite unsuitable. 

It was resolved — 

"That as the offers of property seat in do not appear 
suitable for the purposes of the Home, the matter stand 
over." 

"That Messrs. H. Giles, C. B. Young, C. Sabine, D. 
Murray, H. Huasey, and 'William' be a Sub-Committee, to 
be called together in the event of any suitable premises 
offering, ' William' to inspect and report upon same." 

The Committee were not to be kept long in suspense, aa 
the following note from Mr. James Heating will explain : — 
" Whitmore Square, February 3, 1870. 

" Dear Sir — I know not what kind of premises you require 
for the purposes of the Bushmen's Home. Do you think 
those formerly occupied by Sir C. Cooper suitable t If so, I 
think they are attainable. 

" I dare say you recollect them; they stand at the south- 
east of Whitmore Square. Within the last two years the 
large house has been made into two tenements; one contwns 
seven rooms besides pantries and cellar (thoroughly dry) ; the 
other six rooms and an excellent cellar. There is also a 
detached building containing two good rooms, suitable for a 
kitchen and servant's bedroom. The ground ia the shape 
of paddocks, garden, &c., measures about two acres. 

" Before the subject of rental, &c., ia dwelt on, perhaps 
you might find time to look at the premises. 
" I am, dear Sir, 

" Yours, Ac, 

" Jahes HosKise." 

Immediately on the receipt of this note, " William" went 
to inspect the premises, and on the strength of hia report a 
meeting of the Committee was called on February 5, at 
which Mr. Hosking attended, and stated that the premises 
inspected by "William" in Whitmore Square could be had in 
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their present condition, for & term of three, five, or eeven 
years, at a rental of £130 per annum, 

MeasTB. H. Giles, C. B. Young, H. Huasey, and " William" 
Bubsequeatly viaited the premises and thought favourably of 
them. It was also thought desirable that the General Com- 
mittee should be called together to decide upon said premises 
on Wednesday, 9th inst. Accordingly the General Committee 
met at Meaere. Goode Brothers' office, Grenfell-street. Tha^ 
were present Meears. H. Giles, J. H. Angas, W. K. Thomas, 
C. Sabine, C. B. Young, H. Hussey, and "WUliam." Mr, 
J. H. Angas (who had come to town to attend the meeting, 
and who had to leave in order to return by train shortly 
after business commenced) gave the Committee some impor- 
tant information relative to the leasing of Mr. Hosking's 
premises in Whitmore Square. 

Mr. Hosking was called in and was asked if he felt disposed 
to part with his interest in the lease for a monetary con- 
sideration. This he declined doing, and after stating his 
position with reference to the lease he retired. 

The Committee finding that Mr. Hosking had not the 
power to grant a lengthened lease of tbo premises, resolved 
that the Secretary be authorized on behalf of the Committee 
to ofier Mr. Hosking £110 for the aforesaid premises for one 
year, the Committee to make the necessary alterations and 
repairs. 

Resolved — ^That the name of W. K. Thomas, Esq., be 
added as one of the Sub-Committee for procuring prenoisea 
for the Home. 

Mr. Hoeking havii^ replied fovourably to the Secretary's 
ofTer of £110 per annum, a meeting was held next day, lOth 
instant, to arrange matters ; and after reading the note from 
Mr. Hosking, accepting the ofier of the Committee, it was 
resolved — 

"That the Secretary intimate to Mr. Hosking that the 
Committee agree to take the aforesaid premises, subject to 
the condition named in his note of February 9, viz., the 
Committee to make all necessary alterations and rep^rs, and. 
will replace {if desired to do so) such orosafencee and partitions 
as may be removed during the tenancy. Further, that the 
Committee will be prepared to take possession on March 1, 
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proximo ; that Mr. Codd (builder) iiupect the premises with 
Mr. Giles and ' WUIiam' and report upon their present con- 
dition ; tdeo the cost of putting the place in a necessary 
state of repair. Mr. Uosking to prepare a draft form of 
agreement, and that a meeting of the Committee be called 
on Tuesday 23nd inst., at 2 p.m., t« consider certain rules 
and regulations, to appoint trustees, arrange details to submit 
to a meeting of all the subscribers for their approval, and to 
appoint a Sub-Committee to carry out the details of fitting 
up the Club." 

As it was thought necessary that the bush subscribers 
should be made aoqutunted with the movement in Adelaide, 
the following short local appeared in the Obterver of Feb- 
ruary 12, 1870 ;— 

" We hear that the Committee of the Bushmen's Home 
have leased the premises in Whitmore Square, known as the 
original residence of Judge Cooper, The bouse is sufficiently 
commodious, and has fully an acre of ground attached to itj 
the situation ought also to be very suitable, and the publio 
may hope to hear of the Home having had a very sucoesBful 
start." 

Agreeably to a former resolution, another Committee 
meeting was held at Messrs. Goode Brothers' of&ce on the 
22nd February, 18,70, when it was resolved that Mr, C. B. 
Young be chairman of the Committee pro. tern., and that in 
this capacity be be authorized to sign tbe agreement for 
renting the premises, &c., on behalf of the Committee. It 
was arranged that the Committee should take the proposed 
rules, &c., into consideration at an adjourned meeting, held 
on March 1, at which meeting the constitution, rules, and 
regulations were also considered and several alterations made, 
and it was resolved that a meeting of all subscribers to the 
Club be held on the 17th, at White's Arbitration Rooms, at 
3 p.m., notice thereof to be given by advertisement. 

It will be observed that the Committee held no less than 
fourteen meetings up to the day of opening the. Club. On 
March 12, 1870, a letter was received by the Acting Secretary 
from Mr. C. Sabine, Hon. Treasurer, tendering hia resig- 
nation of that office, and stating that he would at the 
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meeting of sabacribera hand over all moneys, vouchers, &c,, 
in his posaeaaion on the same date. 

The following advertiBement appeared ajao in the Regiater, 
dated from GrenfelUtreet, March 12, 1870 :— 
"Bushmen's Clur 

"The under»gned havbg realgned hia position both as 
Hon. Treaaurer and member of Committee, requeats that no 
oommunication on the aubjeot of the Club, exoept as to paet 
matters of finance, may be addressed to him. 

" Olgueht Sabine." 

In the meantime the work waa slowly but surely pro- 
gressing, and on March 3 the following notice waa inserted in 
the daily and weekly papers, Tiz. : — 

" Adtbbtisbmbnt. 

"A meeting of all subsoribora to the Bushmen's Club will 
he held in White'a Arbitration Rooms, King William-street, 
on Thursday, March 17, 1870, at 3 p.m., for the purpose of 
deciding upon a constitution, appointing truatees and board 
of management, framing rules and regulations, and taking 
other necessary steps for opening the Institution." 

Subjoined is the Advertiaer's report of the meeting : — 
"The Bushmbk's Houb. 

"On Thursday, March 17, a meeting of the subsa-ibers to 
the Buahmea's Home, or Club, was held in White's Arbi- 
tration Room, for the purpose of deciding upon a constitution. 
There were between twenty and thirty gentlemen present, 
and Mr. C. B. Young occupied the chair. The chairman 
stated that a house formerly occupied by Sir Charles Cooper, 
of Adelaide, had been engaged, and that it was considered 
most suitable for the purpose. The rules and regulations, 
after having been ameuded, were affirmed. The object of 
the Club is to afford a comfortable home to bushmen, with 
the means for social and moral improvement and healthful 
recreation, and to extend its benefits to other parts of the 
province. The Club is to be conducted on temperance 
principlea ; no intoxicating drinks are to be used or introduced 
on any part of the premises. The rules and regulations are 
to be binding on all inmates and members, with three 
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exceptions, and cannot be altered unless by a resolution 
passed at an annual meetiug, of which timely notice has to 
be given. The three clauses alluded to iu the last sentence 
may be altered from time to time by the Board of Manage- 
ment, but in no case can that alteration take effect until 
sanctioned by the trustees. All the property belonging to- 
the Club is to be vested iu the trustees, and Messrs. J. H. 
Angas, D. Murray, and W. K. Thomas were appointed to act 
as such. In the event of a vacancy occurring iu the trustee- 
ship, it may be filled at an annual meeting by ballot. The 
Board of Management is to consist of three jieraons, who will 
act for a year, and another Board will be balloted for at the 
annual meeting. Each member of the Board is to be entitled 
to 10s. 6d. for each attendance, but at the annual meeting 
the fee may be increased or diminished. Messrs. H. Giles, 
N, Bljth, and C. B. Young were appointed to act as a Board 
of Management for the ensuing year. The annual fee of 
five shillings constitutes a membership, which entitles a 
member to various privileges. The Superintendent will be 
appointed or removed by the Board of Management, and it 
is to have the general control of the Club. An annual 
member of five shillings (aubscription not being in arrear) is 
entitled to one vote for the election of trustees and members 
of the Board of Management. Contributors of from .£1 to 
£5 will have one vote for three successive years ; and of £5 
and upwards, for five successive years. The voting at any 
meeting of the Club may be by prosy, and this instrument 
is to be lodged with the Superintendent twelve hours at least 
before the meeting is held. A quorum is to consist of two 
members at the meetings of the Board of Management, and 
ten at the annual meeting ; and, after waiting for an hour, 
should no quorum be formed, the meeting may be adjourned. 
The Board of Management is to meet once a month to con- 
duct the ordinary business of the institution, and the annual 
meeting is to t^e place the first week in December. The 
Club is to be established and maintained by annual sub- 
scriptions of members, charges for board and lodging, and 
contributions. Should the funds arising from the ordinary 
receipts be more than suf&oient for the working expenses, it 
may be competent to set apart half the gross amount of the 



142 EISTOBT OF 

annn^ subscriptions towards the " Benefit Fund" and the 
other half, with profite (if any) ia to be expended in enlarg- 
ing the establishment. The "Benefit Fund" ia for the 
purpose of relieving oases of real unavoidable distrsBS among 
actual buahmen, in which none but members will be allowed 
to participate. Two auditors are to be appointed at the 
annual meeting. Should the receipts be iuaufficient to carry 
on the Club, an opportunity will be given for its reorgani- 
Bation ; and, failing that, the trustees are empowered to 
dispose of all the property belonging to the Club, and devote 
the proceeds to a fund for the benefit of sick or distressed 
bushmeo and their families. The charges for board and 
lodging will be fixed by the Board of Management, who will 
also deal with money deposits. Other rules and regulations, 
of a character similar to those imposed on associations of 
this kind, were also agreed upon. The Chairman then read 
a letter from Mr. C. Sabine, the late Hon. Treasurer, giving 
a statement of the accounts from the commencement of the 
Bushmen's Home up to the 12th instant, the date of his 
resignation, showing a balance in hand of £888 6s., and 
forwarding cash-book and vouchers for the amount specified. 
Mr. H. Huasey, the Secretary, proposed the following reso- 
lution : — " That, provided Mr. Hosking is willing, for a 
monetary consideration, to relieve the Committee from 
taking the premises in Whitmore Square, the Board of 
Management be not appointed, and the Club be not opened 
until fifty members have paid their annual subscription to 
the Treasurer, and that bushmen be invited to become annual 
subscribers. That, if fifty subscribers do not pay their sub- 
scription within six months from this date, any who may 
have paid by that time shall have their money returned to 
them, aud a meeting of subscribers and contributors shall be 
at onoe called to decide upon the disposal of the remaining 
funds." He pointed out that it would be very unwise to 
start an institution of the k'iad, unless it was certain that 
there should be a guarantee for the subscriptions before the 
Club was opened. "William," the Bush Missionary, was 
veiy indignant that such a proposition had been proposed. 
He stated that five-sixths of the subacriptions had been con- 
tributed by the bushmen, who were most anxious to see the 
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Club started, and that as soon as posaibla, aaatiriDg the 

meeting that it would be the resort of bnahmen. Mr. 
W. K. Thomaa thought that when the buahmeo saw that the 
Home waa started, it would be an inducement to them to pay 
their subsoriptions. After the expression of the opinion 
hostile to ills motion, and seeing that the Committee were 
so far pledged in having taken the premisra, Mr, Hussey 
asked leave to withdraw it. 

A letter was rend from i/Lr. Thomas Elder offering to give 
the Committee his interest in an allotment of land, ^tuated 
in or near North Adelaide, for the purpose of erecting a 
Home there, and hoping that it would be carried out success- 
fully, uB it seemed to be regarded with so much interest by 
the bushmen themselves. Mr. Elder was thanked for his 
kind offer. 

The thanks of the meeting having been acoorded to the 
Hon. Treasurer and Secretaiy, Mr. Hussey (who tendered 
his resignation at the meeting), the Committee, and the 
Cliairman, the proceedings closed. 

The following is a oopy of the Constitution, which may be 
ioteresting to the public generally, together with the rules 
and regulations agreed upon to be observed at the Bushmen's 
Oub:— 

CONSTITUTION OF BUSHMEN'S CLUB. 
Objects. 

1. To rent, parchase, or erect suitable premi«es in Adelaide, for 
the parpo«e of affording comfortable board and lodging to baBhmen, 
together with meanB for aocial and moral improvement and healthfal 
recreatiOD ; also to extend the benefits of such an initLtution to other 
parts of the province. 

Pbtncipleb. 

2. The Club shall he condacbed on Temperanoa prindplea. No 
intoxicating drinks Bhatl be used or introdoced into an; part of the 
premises. 

Rtjlbs add HEacLATiotrs. 

3. The mles and regulations annexed in Schedule A shall be 
binding on all inmates and members, and (except clauaee 1, 8, G) 
shall not be altered nnless by a reaolntion, paaeed at one annaal 
meeting of which three months' notice shall be given in two weakly 
newspapers. 
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of the Board of MansgemeDt. Bat in no case shall any alteratirai 
take effect until the sanction of a majority of the Tmsteei shall 
luTe been obtained. 

Trustbbs. 
4. All property now belonging to, or hereafter to bo aoqnired by 
the Club, shall be vested in three Trustees, who shall be Messrs. 
J. E. Angas, D. Murray, and W. E. Thomas ; and each Trastee shaQ 
coDtinne in office nntil he shall resign, become insolvent, or be absent 
from the colony for two years. 

Appointmebt of Tbusteks. 
6. In tiie event of any vacancy occurring in the Trnsteeahip, the 
Board of Management (to he hereafter described) shall nominate one 
or more persons, and it shall also be competent for any other can- 
didate for the office to offer himself for election ; and the name 
of snch person or persons, provided fie or they shall have pre- 
vioasly signified, in writing, willingness to act if elected, shall 
be submitted to the next Annual Meeting, and a ballot taken 
for the election of the required nnmber. 

BOABD OF MAN'AOSUENT. 

6. The Board of Management shall consist of throe persons, who 
shall be Messrs. N. Blyth, U. Giles, and C. B. Young, who shall 
remain in office until Monday in the third week of December, 1870. 
The members of sacceeding Boards of Management shall be elected 
by balbt at each annual meeting ; provided, that if no qnornm shall 
be present, then the existing Board shall continue in office if willing 
to act. In the event of any vacancy occurring in the Board between 
the onnnal meetings, the same ehall be filled up by the Trnstees. 
Three months before the time of election for the Board of Manage- 
ment it shall be publioly intimated to all members of the Club that 
nominations will be received by the existing Board of persons -who 
have given their written consent to act, which will be received up 
to within six weeks before the annnal meeting ; and then the names 
of al! such nominees shall be published, in order that the members 
who cannot attend the annual meeting shall have an opportnoity of 
sending in their proxy papers. Members of the Board shall iM 
entitled to a fee of lOs. 6d. each for each attendance, but it shall be 
competent for any annual meeting to increase or deoreoae such amotmt 
for a year prospectively. 
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Mrmssrsbip. 

?. An aunaal fee of five sMUings shall conetitnte memberisliip. 

Tlie person bo becoming a member will be entitled to tlie privileges 

Bet foHJi in Schedule A, but will have to pay in advance for hoard 

and lodging. 

SUPERINTENDEHT. 

8. The Saperinteodeat shall he appointed and be snhject to 
removal by the Board of Management. He shall have the general 
management of the Club, and the hiring and discharging of all ser- 
vants under him. The Board shall decide as to the number of 
eervants to be engaged. 

ScALB OF VOTISO. 

9. The election of Trustees and of members of the Board of 
Management shall be conducted aa follows : — Annual members of 
five shillings and annnol subscribers of ten shillings (whose subscrip- 
tions are not in arrear) to be entitled to one vote. Contributors of 
from £1 to £5, one vote for three auocaasive years ; £5 and upwards, 
one vote for five sucoeasire rears. 

10. Voting at any meeting of the Club may be by proxy, and the 
instrument appointing a proxy shall be as followa :^" I, being a 
member (or contribntor) to the Bushmen's Club, hereby appoint 

of my proiy to vote for me at any 

special, general, or annual meeting of the Club, until I by jay pre- 
aence or under my hand revoke the same. 



N.B.— This instrument to he lodged with the Superintendent 
twelve hoars at least before the meeting is held at which it is to ba 

QiromiM. 

11. At meetings of Board of Management, two. At meetings for 
general purposes —Ten annual membera or contributors entitled to 
vote, present personally, constitute a meeting. If there shall be no 
quorum within one hour, the meetiikg may be adjonrned for any time 
not exceeding thirty days, 

MZETIBOS. 

12. The Board of Management shall meet once a month for oon- 
dnctiog the ordinary business of the institution, and an extraor* 
dinary meeting may be called in writing by the Svperintendent, or 
ten members of the Club. The annual meeting of members and 
contributor* of the Ulub shall be held about the third week of Decem- 

a 
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ber, ineaoliyear, for tlie pnrpoae aforesaid, and also for making neoea- 
aac? altetationa in the rules and regulations, provided auch ftlteratioua 
ore not at variaocn with the conatitutioa of the Club,aiid sabjeot to 
tlie conditions preaoribed in clause 3. 
Funds. 

13. The Club shall be establiehed and maintained bj the annn^ 
sabacMptiong of members, by ohargea for board and lodging, and by 
contribatioDs. All cheques or drafts upon bankers or aganta of the 
Club for the general expenaea of the institntion to be Higaed by two 
members of tbe Board of Management, and coaatersigned by 
the Superintendent. Amounts received as annual subscriptione, 
and as contributiona from noa-membera, shall be kept diatinct 
from other receipts. Should the f unda [^arising from ordinary 
receipts auffico to defray the working expenaea of the Ctub, 
without making use of amounts deriyod from the annual subscrip- 
tioim or contributions, it shall be competent for the Board to recom- 
mend to any annual meeting tbat half the gross amount of auch 
annual aubscriptioas shall be set apart to a fund to be called the 
"Bushmen's Benefit Fund," when, should the majority at such 
meeting support the recommendation, the amount shall be Bet 
aside for that purpose. The other half of the amount of annnat 
subscriptions, together with any profits derived from the Club, or 
contributions, shall be devoted to the enlargement of premises, erec- 
tion of new premises, or purchase of land for purposes of a Club, or 
for the establishment of branch Cloba, 

Bbnbfit Fund. 

14. The Board of Management may establish a Benefit Society, and 
at their disoretiou relievo cases of real distress among (actual) bush- 
men out of thia fund. Except in instances of pressing emergency, 
or where the regulations may otherwise proscribe, none but membera 
will be allowed to participate. If a bushman is unavoidably in dia- 
treaa, such assistuioe may be rendered to him aa the funds permit. 

AUDITOES. 

15. Two Auditors shall be appointed by the annnal meeting. 

Win WHO- Up. 

16. Should receipts and members' fees not suffice to carry on the 
CInb, notice ahall be given in two weekly newspapers onoe in each 
month, for six months, to afford bushmen and subaoribers an op- 
portnoity to reorganize the Club ; failing which the Trustees atuJl 
dispose of all property belonging to the Ctub, and devote the proceeds 

for &""^ ^1" ^^ benefit of sick or distressed bushmen and their 
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Schedule A.— EDLES AND REGULATIONS. 

Membership. 

1. The paj'meiit of Sve ahillinga amiuaJly ooiutitatea memberBfaip. 

Tickets of memberelup will be issaed, aad must be prodnoed if 

raqaired. Each manber will be eotitled to vote at the umual 

meetiiig for the Board of HoDagement. 

Charobs. 

3. The oharge for Board and Lodging will be — 

To membera ISa. per week. 2fi. 6d. per day . 

" No»'meinWs ... 16a. " 3a. " 

Single meals, from la. 

It is deairabla for the interest of the Home that payments for board 

and lodgbg be made in advance. These charges to be under direction 

of Board, and may be altered from tine to time at discretion. 

HODRS 70It Mkaxs. 

3. Breakfast at 3 a.m. ; dinner! p.m. ; teaG p.m. Meala will not 
be served at other hours except on arrival of persons from the Bash. 
A bell will be rung before each meal, and grace will be said before 
partaking tbereoF. 

N.B. — Bofreshmanta and temperanoa drinka can be obtuued at 
the Club at intermediate honrs. 

Uanaorhsnt, &c. 

4. The anthority of the Snperiatendent is to be recognised by all 
the inmates of the Club. He is to see to the carrying out of the 
Roles, and to the observance of order and decorum, in which the 
Board expect the members to support him. 

6. The Club to be open daily from 6 a.m. till 11 p.m. 

6. A ball will be rung at T'30 a,m., at which time there will be 
morning prayer for those who like to attend. 

7- Non-members requiring board and lodging, on entering the Club 
mnst famish their names ami last addresses to the Superintendent. 

8. Admission may be refused to any person (whether member or 
non-member) who is in a state of intoxication. 

9. Any inmate persistently misconducting himself will be expelled. 

10. No intoxicating liquors will be allowed within the Club build- 
ings or grounds, and any person infrin^^ng this regulation will be 
liable to expulsion. 

11. Smoking will not be permitted within the bnilding except in 
the apartments appointed for the purpose. 

12. Gambling, drunkenness, cursing, swearing, and obaoene lan- 
gnage are sttioUy prohibited, 

o2 , ^.ougie 
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13. The Lord's fiay ia to be decorously observed. 

14. No feea, perqnintes, or money presents are to be given to of 
received by any hired servant of the CInb. 

15. Any person having a reasonable complaint with respect to the 
condoct of the Superintendent, servants, provisions, or other matters 
which cannot be adjusted by the Superintendent, may make known 
the same at any monthly or speaial meeting of the Board. 

16. All notices, letters, &c., put into the Post Office, addressed to 
the party at the place of abode last notilied to the Superintendent, 
Bhall'be deemed duly forwarded. 

APPENDIX. 
The Oenebal Bkhbitts of thb Cldb. 
A vote for Board of Management. 
Use of Labour Mui and R^istry Office. 

Savings Deposits, to deposit money for safe keeping, or in Savings 
Bank. 

The participation, in times of distress, in the relief arising from 

the "Bushmen's BeneSt Fund," when such fund shall be established, 

A reliable business agency for correspondence and tranaactiooa of 



Use of Library and Branch Post-Office ; Heading-room, famished 
with approved Books, Newspapers, and Periodicals. 

A store for boxes, ewags, &c., when away from the CInb. 

Recreation grounds, various amusements, the society of other 
bnshnien, good Board, comfortable Lodgings, &c., &a., at moderata 
charges. 

N.B.— All profits, however made, go to the benefit of the Bnsli- 
uen's Club. 

There are many advantages to non-members (or non-snbscriber*) 
Doaiding at the CInb who hke to make it their home, or Avail 
themselves of its use. Bushmen are ui^gently requested to give it 
one trial. It now remains with them to say whether it shall staod 
or fall. 

MotTBY Dbfosits. 

1. All members depositing money personally mast initia] the 
entry, stating the amount paid in by them. 

2, All members sending money by post must state in lett^ tb« 
amoaot of their n 
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3. Hie Superintendent shall keep a depositors' book, with an open- 
ing for caah acoount, reoei(>ts on one side imd payments on tlie o^er, 
«dth a space for tuitiitl/i above referred to, in which the ward ' ' letter" 
shall be written when remittances are received by letter. 

4. All payments, of whatever amount, must be similarly initialled, 

5. itepayments only to be made to the actual depositor in person, 
except in case of sickness or emergency, when properly certified 
discharges may be approved by the Board of Uanagement. 

6. All cash recraved shall be paid into a general account at th» 
Savings Bank, in tbe nune of Bnshmen's Club, to be operated on 
I:^ the Superintendent. 

7. DepodtoiB will be reqtiired to give a few boors' notdoe for all 
amounts required to be withdrawn exceeding £1. 

8. The interest reoeived from Savings Bank at the close of the year 
shall be apportioued aooording to rales to be then resolved on by tha 
Board. 

9. No receipts to be' given by Superintendent for deposits ; bnt 
depositors to be entitled at any time personally to inspect their 
acoonnta. 

10. No amounts less than Ss. will be received, or repayments lea> 
than Ss. will be made. 

11. A separate account will be opened at the Savings Bank for any 
member remittiDg money for that parpose, and his pass-book care* 
fully proaarved for him. 

. 12. No person whilst in a state of intoxication to be allowed to 
draw any portion of his money that he may have deposited for safe 
keeping at the Club, and no bill or order shall be pud for him until 
be is perfectly sober. 

How BirsHUBN IK THE CoosTRT MiY oBTiiN Membbrs' TicKKra 
OR VoTiBG Proxy Papebs. 
Any Bushman sending to "William," the Honorary Secretary of 
the Club, Whitmore -square, Adelaide, five shillings or upwards (see 
scale of voting} may have sent to his address an annual member'a 
ticket, with a voting proxy paper enclosed, if so requested. Or any 
subscriber of ten shillings and upwards to the Club funds (as per 
scale of voting) may have a proxy papar sent to any given address. 

Any legacy or voluntary contribution for the parpose of relieving 
cases of sickness or distress amoog Bushmen will be thankfully 
reoeived by the Superintendent of the Club. 
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3%e following ia * copy of Member's Tiolcet :— ^ 
BuSBHES's Club. 

Uember'a,,Tickel). No ; 

Dkte of IsBua Date Expires 

This is to Certify that 

ha» paid his Annual Fee of.., 

and is hereby coimlatuted a Member of tbe above-named Clab for 
One Year, as above. 

Saperinteodent. 

Adelaide 18 

N.B.— This Ticket is Not Transferable, and mtut be produced if 
required. 

The Advertiser's columna oontaiaed the following letter of 

Mr. Husaey'a, in esplanation of hia part la the proceedinga 
at the meeting of aubscribera, held on the 17th March, 
1870:— 

"The Bushhex's Home or Cldb, 
" to the bditob. 

" Sir — Eicuse me for trespassing upon the little available 
Bpaoe you have at present at your disposal, for the purpose 
<rf offering a brief explanation of one part of your report of 
the meeting of subscribers to the above institution. 

" It appears from the report that the Board of Manage- 
ment vrere appointed prior to my proposition for postponing 
thia pai-t of the business. Such waa not the case. At my 
request the appointment was deferred until the said propo- 
sition waa brought forward, and then, in deference to the 
general opinion expresaed by the meeting, 1 withdrew it, 
after which the Board of Management was appointed. 

" 1 would also take this opportunity of atating that I oon- 
Hder the reduction of the members' annual fee &om £1 to 
Ba. an impolitic one in many points of view. I think hush- 
men, generally speaking, have some idea of dignity and 
respectability, and that in order to keep up the character of 
their Club, they would willingly pay an annual fee of £\, if 
tbey were at all desirous of availing thetnselvea of it. This 
alteration, I fear, though made, no doubt, from a deaire to 
encourage buahmen to join the Club, will have au injurious 
effect upon tbe iuteresta of the institution. It seems to have 
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been overlooked that the aid to be afforded to distressed 
members of the Club depends mainly upon the amount of the 
annual fee. 

"I am. Sir, &c., 

" H. HnssBY. 

"March 18, 1870." 

In April, 1870, Mr. C. E. Young, on behalf of the Com- 
mittee, signed the agreement to pay£110 for twelvemonths' 
rental of the premises in Whitmore Square, and on the Slst 
" WiDiam" entered into poaseasioa of the premises. On the 
same day the first meeting of the Board of Management took 
place at the office of Neville Blyth, Esq., Queen's Chambers, 
at 2 p.m. There were present Messrs. N. Blyth, H, Giles, and 
"William," Hon. Superintendent. 

It was resolved to print 1,000 copies of constitution, rules, 
&c., for distribution and transmission to the various stations 
in the colony, and that 500 members' tickets, 250 voting 
prosy papers, and 200 cards for calling meetings, be printed 
also. 

" That gas be laid on to the premises, and eight bnmers 
fitted in diflercut parts of the Home. 

" That the Superintendent open accounts with tradesmen 
in the city for the snpply of necessary furniture, fittings, 
provisions, &c., &o., for carrying on the business of the 
Club." 

" William's" appointment as Superintendent of the Club 
was signed and given to him. 

" Resolved — That the fee of lOs. 6d., allowed to members 
of the Board of Management for attendance at meetings, be 
given to the Club funds. 

"Reeolvedalso— That an advertisement bo issued, requesting 
all communications relating to the Club to be addressed to 
' William,' Hon. Superintendent, after this date. 

" Also that the Superintendent advertise for a good cook." 

The work of fitting up the Club now began in right good 
earnest, and measures taken to prepare for a formal opening 
so soon as possible ; and, in accordance with tho resolutions 
passed at the board meeting, the following advertisements 
appeared in the daily and weekly papers i — 

"Notice. — Bushmen's Clujj. — All communications re- 
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lating to the above-named institution muat be addressed to 
' William,' Hon. Superintendent, Whitmore Squaxe, after this 
date. 

" By order of the Board of Management. 

" April 22, 1870." 

" Wanted for the Boshmbn's Gldr — A good phun 
cook (a single man), who would also be willing to make him- 
self generally useful for a time. He must produce good 
teatimonials as to sobriety and trustworthiness. 

" N.B.— A bushman preferred. 

"Apply to 'William,' Hon. Superintendent, at the Club- 
house, Whitmore Square, between 10 and 12 a.m. 

" Adelaide, April 22, 18T0." 

The nest monthly meeting of the Board of Uanagement 
was held at the Club premises on May 3, at 945 a.m. 
Present — N. Blyth, Esq., and H. Giles, Esq. 

The Superintendent reported that repairing, painting, 
glazing, papering, colouring, and white-washing were going 
on; aho building a bath, conveying water and gas, repairing 
drainage, &c., had been done; that he was getting tieds, 
pillows, sheets, and pillowcases made, and that by adopting 
this plan, a saving was made of about £5. 

It was resolved that all accounts of the Club be paid the 
first week in each month, and a diaoonnt of two and a-half 
per cent be received therefrom. 

That a formal opening be arranged and refreshments pro- 
vided, and that gentlemen and bushmen favourable to the 
cause be invited. 

A short paragraph on this resolve appeared in the new*- 
papers, and is here copied for perusal : — 

" The Bushmen's Home or Club will probably be opened 
some time dining next week. The quarters of the Club will 
foe in the late residence of Sir Charles Cooper, once the 
Supreme Court, and a more agreeable site could hardly be 
chosen in Adelaide, the position being good, and the grouada 
spacious and well planted. At the opening as many busb; 
men as can attend will be invited to take part in a litting 
celebration of the event, when they will have an admirable 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the character (^ 
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tiie pramiaes, and the arrangements for the entertfunaieiit 

and comfort of lodgers. The Bonrd of lUanagement will 
thankfully receive books or magazines for the library of the 
institution." 

On April 3C, Mr. J. H. Angas was invited by letter to 
formally open tJie Club. The following is his reply to tha 
Superintendent : — ■ 

■ "I am glad to learn that you are getting on with the 
preparations for opening the Bushmen's Home. I hope the 
c<»t of fitting and alterations will not be heavy. I do not 
know what sort of a ceremony you propose to have at the 
opening, but if I am able to be present, I shall willingly do 
what I can to aasiat. I purpose going to Mount Remarkable 
on Wednesday or Thursday week. May 11 or 12, and shall 
probably be away for a fortnight. In the event of my being 
absent from town when the Home is opened, I think Captain 
Bagot, as an old colonist, might be aaked to preside." 

It having been decided to open the Club on May 20, 1870, 
Mr. Angas was again apprised of this fact, but unifortunately 
hie absence in the North covered this date. 

The following is extracted from his reply to " William" on 
May 7, 1870:— 

" I fear, as the Home or Club will not be ready for the 
opening ceremony before I go to the North, it will he 
impossible for me to open it as you kindly suggested, and aa 
I should have gladly done. I am pleased to hear you are 
going on satisfactorily, and trust the Club may prove a real 
success and benefit to the men we seek to aid." 

On May 16, 1870, at 930 a.m., a special meeting of the 
'Board was held on the premises to make preparations for 
formally opening the Club. Present — Messrs. C. B. Young 
and H. Giles. Mr. Young announced that His Excellency 
and Lady Edith Fergusson would pay a visit of inspection to 
the Club, and formally open it on the 20th instant. 

It was resolved that an advertisement announcing the 
opening of the Club be inserted in the two daily and weekly 
papers. " William" undertook to call upon some gentlemen, 
and ask them to speak at the meeting. It was also resolved 
to reduce the hoard and lodging to fifteen shillings per 
g3 
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week fbr membets of tho Club, and eixteen aihilllngB ftw 
non-members. 
All friends to the bushmen's cause were therefore invited 

by the following advertisement : — 

" BosHif hs'b Club. — The above inetitution, situated in 
Whitmore Square, will be opened (n.v.) on Friday, May 20, 
at 7 p.m. 

" Bushmeu and friends of the cause are especially invited. 
The Ciub will be open for inspection on the 19th and 20th 
instant. 

" By order of the Board of Uauagement, 

" 'William,' Hon. Superintendent. 

"May 14, 1870." 

Here follows a description of the premises and report of 
evening meeting, taken from the Advertiser, May 21, 
1870 :— 

Thb Buseubn's Hohb. 
thb fbbmi8es, 

The movement originated a year or two ago to establish a 
Bushmen's Home has had a practical issue, Sir James 
FergUBSOu having on Friday afternoon, May 20, formally 
opened a Home in Adelaide. It is situated at the south- 
east comer of Whitmore Square, being the premises that 
were at one time the residence of Sir Charles Cooper. They 
are well adapted for the purpose, although not perhaps in 
every respect all that could be wished. But no doubt it ia 
wise not to have incurred further expense, seeing that it 
remains yet to be ascertained whether the institution will 
prove a success. The Home contains in all fifteen rooms, 
and sleeping Eicoonimodation is afforded for about fiftry 
persons. In connection with the building are extensive' 
grounds, where the inmates will ho able to take exercise by 
playing at quoits, cricket, or other games. If the under- 
taking succeeds, it is intended to improve these grounds, 
which, when done, will add considerably to the attraotive- 
nesa of the place. Entering the Home firom the western 
entrance we found ourselves in a smoking-room, in whioh 
bushmen, not members, wUI have the privilege of sitting, 

Next to this ia a labour ofBce where the employer and the 
employ^ will meet, and further on is the waitmg-room for 
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men seeking work. Contmumg our cotme in a direct line 
we passed the pantry and the servant's room on our right 
and left, and entered the kitchen, which is Edacious, and 
containB a range and all otlier requisites. In proximity to 
this are the waahhouse and the bathroom. Proceeding to 
the south side of the house where the best rooms are, we 
were shown into the reading-room, which is neatly fomished 
and has a very comfortable appearance. Various news- 
papers are kept, and there is the nnoleua of a library, for 
the enlargement of which presents of books will be thank- 
fully received. Adjoining the reading-room is the members' 
smoking room, which is a co^ little apartment. 

The refreshment and dining rooms are capacious, and 
between them there are folding doors; when these are 
thrown back sitting accommodation is provided for fifty 
people. Upstairs there are two dormitories, a lavatory, 
and an infirmary. The dormitories are divided by curtains 
into a number of small compartments. The bedding and 
everything in these rooms were particularly clean ; in lact, 
throughout the establishment order and cleanliness were the 
characteristic features, and besides there was an air of re- 
finement which will be appreciated by the better class of 
bushmen. The whole of the rooms are well ventilated, and 
gas and water have been laid on. The Superintendent, 
" William," has his quarters in an outhouse, which is also 
used to place the stores in. The Home is managed by a 
Board annually appointed, which at present consists of 
Messrs. N. Blyth, H. Gaes, and C. B. Young; and the 
property connected with it is vested in three trustees, 
Messrs. J. H. Angas, D. Murray, and W. K. Thomas. The 
institution is to be conducted on temperance principles, and 
the following notice is posted up in several rooms : — 

" Swearing, drunkenness, and gambling strictly pro- 
hibited." 

The means by which the Home is to be supported are the 
fees of the members, who have to pay fire shillings annually, 
the charges for board and lodging, and contributions. It is 
to he hoped that the class for whom the Home has been 
established will lai^ly avail themselves of the advant^es 
wMoh it offers. 
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FORHAL OFEKING. 

Shortly after four o'clock Hia Excellency Sir Jamea 
FerguBBon, accompanied by Lady Edith and Lieutenant 
Fergoason, visited the Home for the purpose of formally 
opening it by an inspection. The vice-regal party were 
conducted over the premises by Messrs. H. Giles, C. B. 
Young, and the Hon. Saperintendent. They spent about 
half-an-hour in the inapection, and expressed themselves 
pleased with the arrangements generally. 
Evening Meeting. ■ 
In the evening a meeting waa held in the Home, the whole 
of the rooms in which were lighted up and thrown open to 
the inspection of visitors, of whom there were a consider- 
able number, including several bushmen. Mr. C. B. Young 
occupied the ch^r, and in commenoing the proceedings said 
he would say a few words respecting the origin of the Hotne. 
It was not one of those things which had been got up in 
Adelaide to meet the wants of country people by persons 
who were ignorant of those wauta ; on the other hand, the 
promoters of the institution were men who were well 
acquainted with the requirements of buahmen. The idea of 
establishing the Home originated with " William" the Bush 
Missionary, and the Messrs. Augas ; and it could not have 
originated in better hands, Mr. J. H. Angas having a con- 
siderable acquaintance with the people of the bush, and both 
gentlemen being liberal and having long purses. "William" 
was a bush evangelist who had travelled much and was gene- 
rally esteemed. He gave a great deal of time to asoertaining 
the feeling of bushmen regarding the proposed Home, and the 
result was that he found a very large number were in favour 
of such an institution. They wished it to be understood 
that there was nothing in the shape of charity about the 
establishment in which they had met; it was merely bush- 
men raising for themselves a pleasant and comfortable Home. 
Now they knew that bushmen had been in the habit of 
coming &om their stations and going to the nearest town- 
ship, and there in some public-house spending their earnings. 
Ttiat arose from their not being able to go to a plac6 
where they would have_ socuety suited to their tastes, and 
amusements likely to keep theia out of mischief. Consider' 
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ing the depresaed oiroamBtanoea of the colony, he tliought 
the project to establish such an institution as the buBhmen 
needed had met with ae much succeaa as they could reason- 
ably expect. It was intended in the first instance to start a 
Home on a much larger scale. For his own part he was not 
sorry that they had to try the experiment in a somewhat 
humble way. The premises they had obtained he thought 
were very suitable. (Hear, hear.) He did not really think 
the establishing of that Home was much of an experiment, 
for he believed . that when buahmen knew the place they 
would be sure to patronize it. The grand object was to give 
bushmen the advantages of a comfortable home at a reason- 
able cost. They had provided recreations of different sorts, 
and there was the nucleus of a library which they hoped 
bye-and-bye would contain many readable books. They 
wanted to make the institution so attractive that the inmates 
would not desire to seek amusement out of it. They would 
also have the advant^e of a savings bank, which was not 
yet however fully established. They would likewise -have 
the advantages of the benefit fund, and of having the 
officers of the institution as their agents for the transaction 
of business in town; and they would have a place of safety 
for anything they might not wish to take into the country 
with them. Anyone who had been over the estabUshment 
must be satisfiwl with the way in which "William" had 
fitted it up. The Committee were very greatly pleased with 
him, for whilst he had studied economy, he had made every- 
thing comfortable. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the funds 
there had been something like £1,000 collected, but only X200 
or £300 had been expended, and that amount included the 
cost of repairing the building. He thought as soon as the 
place really commenced its operations and bushmen became 
acquainted with it, they would avail themselves of it. He 
hoped if that was found to be a successful experiment that 
similar Homes would be established in some of the northern 
townships. (Hear, hear.) He trusted that the movement 
would meet with cordial support from all who wished well to 
their fellow-creatures. (Applause.) 

" William," having read letters of apology from Messrs. 
Clement Sabine and Wm. K. Thomas excusing their a' 
read the following statement ^^ 
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" I respectfully beg oq this, the oooadoti of opening the 
Bushmen's Club for the pvu^aes for which it haa been 
inatituted, to present tliia meeting with a brief sketch of 
what has already been done, Emd what it ie proposed to 
accomplish with the a^istance of the bushtnen and their 
friends, in connection with this inetitntion. The original 
plan for a Home or Club was somewhat more pretentious 
than the one we are now in, and efforts were made to raise 
the necoBSHry funds for its eBtablisbment. It was afterwards 
found requisite to depart somewhat from the original dewgn, 
as there did not appear, auy probability of rusing the 
required amount for a long time. The commercial depression, 
dry seasons, and other retarding influences prevented that 
amount of energy being thrown into the matter that was 
necessary to ensure its complete success, as deigned at firet 
by its originators. Nevertheless, a goodly sum has been 
raised by voluntary contributions, with part of which means 
this work haa been carried on up to its present stage. It is 
intended (d.v.) at some future time, if this temporary 
arrangement answers, after a ffur and lengthened trial, to 
make preparation for building a more substantial and con- 
Tenient edifice. The Board of Management — Messrs. Neville 
Blytb, C. B. Young, and H. Giles— wUl, as quickly as 
possible, cause to be got a selection of books for the Ubrary, 
which is intended to be iree to all inmates of the Club 
(under proper rules) who choose to avail theiaselvea of it, and 
also a ^xhI supply of approfod newspapers aud periodicals. - 
Donations of books for this purpose will be thankfiilly 
received by the Hon. Superiuteudent of the Club. Although 
the results of the general appeal to the squatters and others 
have not come up to the expectations of its originators, they 
are yet pleased and thankful to God that, through surround- 
ing difficulties, they have succeeded in aocomplishing so much 
as they have done with the assistance of the bushmen them' 
selves and their friends. Further help (d.v.) at some future 
time will probably he required, and then all those who have 
been lukewarm and hardhearted will have an opportunity, if 
so disposed, of rendering practical sympathy with the object. 
We now beg to tender publicly our hearty thanks to all those 
true friends of the bushmen and their cause, who have by 
their kind sympathy and liberality assisted in accomplishing 
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this work, and io othere who have maoifeated much earoeat 
and untiring zeal and self-denial, which has veiy materially 
assisted the undertaking forward. It remains with the bush 
people to say whether the Club this day established and 
opened shall take its plaee and rank amongst the many 
social institutiona of our laud, or fail for want of their 
support and patronage. It ia for them (throogh their Board 
of Management) to further develop its manifold resources 
and advantages, in the same way as do other Clubs and 
friendly societies. The originators, promoters, committee, 
aud the friends of the buahmen generally now wish the 
institution both 'God's speed and blessing,' and earnestly 
recommend that the future members of the Bushmen's Club 
fail not to pray Almighty God to give His blessing upon all 
kindred Clubs and Societies for the good of mankind, under 
a full conviction that without His favour resting upon any 
work of our hands, our labours are in vain for good. I wiU 
just add, io winding up my statement, that His Excellency 
the Governor and Lady Edith Fergusaou have paid the Club 
a visit to-day, and formally opened it, eipieseing themselves 
highly pleased with the place and its arrangements. Also, 
that the three gentlemen constituting the present Board of 
Management have kindly and considerately given their fees 
for the year of their holding office — which amounts to the 
sum of eighteen guineas — to the Bushmen's dub Fund. It 
is to be sincerely desired that as this ia the first institution 
of its kind eatabliahed in the southern hemiaphere, that so 
it may not be the last, and that we may have the honour 
(under God) of this day planting a root in South Australia 
that shall extend ita ramiiicatious throughout the aister 
coloniea." 

The Hon. J. H. Barrow moved — 
" That this meeting views with great satisfaction the 
opening of the Bushmen's Club — the first of its class in the 
southern hemisphere — and tenders its best thanks to the 
Messrs. Angas and those gentlemen who formed the first or 
preliminaiy Committee, they having succeeded by consider- 
able energy, zeal, aixd self-denial in bringing the matter to so 
aucceasfnl an issue ; and expresses a hope that Almighty God 
will bless the undertaking, and that it may be well patronized 
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and supported by the bushmen of South AoBtralia." He 
said he did not anticipate that he should have been asked to 
take any part in the proceedings, till the respected Superin- 
tendent of the institution called upon him, and urged him 
to take the resolution he had mored. Although he would 
rather have seen some buahman, or some gentleman 
acquEunted with bush life, filling his position ; still, having 
(ympathy with the moTement, he had complied witi 
" William's" request. He had listened with pleasure to the- 
remarks of the Chairman, and to the stateraeat of "William," 
which left little for him to say to recommend the Home. 
But he did not think it was necessary for him to eay much, 
because those who were lukewarm and indifferent to it could 
only be so in consequence of their not being properly 
acquainted with it ; for he believed, by all those acquaint^ 
with the Home, it would be appreciated. On going over the 
buildii^ he was* gratified to see the pleasing arrangements 
that had been made for the comfort of the bushmen. The 
place was not only neat and tidy, but there was an air of 
refinement about it which he thought would not fail to attract 
the better class of bushmen — those who had refined tastes ; 
and a great many of them had. It was a great mistake to 
suppose that because men lived on the outskirts of civili- 
zation, that therefore they were destitute of refined tastes. 
Among them there were men of education, and to many the 
comforts of a Home like that would be highly satisfactory. 
(Hear, hear.) He was of opinion that the rates of prices 
could not &il to commend the institution to the bushmen of 
South Australia. They owed a good deal to "their bushmen 
— those pioneers who had gone out exploring the coimtry — 
and they could not interest themselves too much in their 
comfort and wel&re. (Hear, hear.) He was pleased to hear 
the chairman say that the bushmen, in ooming to that Home, 
would not be accepting of charity. A charitable institution 
it was in one sense, so far as Christianity was charity — kind- 
liness of heart. (Hear, hear.) It was not a refuge for the 
destitute ; on the contrary, they hoped it would prove self- 
supporting, and that the bushmen would foel as much at 
home in it as a gentleman who went to his Club or took his 
ease at an iun. He trusted that it would be the Buccessftd 
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commencement of a work that would be extended through- 
out the colony. It would be necessary, no doubt, to plant a 
Bushmen's Club in tbe north, and another in the south-east; 
but there must be a conuuencement made, and he did not 
believe they could have decided upon a better place for the 
first Home than Adelaide. The biishmen had contributed 
largely to that eatabliehment. It had not all been done for 
them, but much had been done by themselves. Those who 
contributed were not likely to turn their backs upon the 
Home when they came to town. He hoped other Clubs 
would follow, and that bushmen would bo regarded differently 
from what they had been — as worthy of the sympathy of 
their fellow-colonista. (Hear, hear.) The meeting he was 
sure would not refuse their thanks to those gentlemen who 
had manifested deep interest in the movement ; and he was 
certain they would jcun in the fervent aspiration of the 
Superintendent, that Almighty God would bless this move- 
ment. Let them trust that the establishment of the Home 
would lead to a great change in the lives of many of their 
bush finends, seeing that there they would be perfectly free 
and always at home. He was satisfied that the institiition 
■would be so supported as to make it a great success. 
(Appl.™..) 

Mr. David Murray, M.P., seconded the resolution. After 
expressing his satisfaction that a Bushmen's Club had 
been established in Adelaide, he observed that he thought 
the name Club was a very appropriate one — much better 
than either hotel or inn. {Hear, hear.) In such an 
institution bushmen could get together and talk of their 
oommon wants and work. It had been greatly needed, and 
he trusted, now that it had .been established in the way it 
had been, with all the- comforts of home, that it would be 
well supported ; but he hardly entertained any doubt that 
it would be so supported, because the bushmen had con- 
tributed more than a half of the sum that had been 
subscribed, which fact proved that they would patronise tha 
institution. The number of bushmen who contributed was 
pver a thousand, and by doing so they showed that they 
desired to give the project a practical trial. The fee 
Qecesaary to membership had been fixed low, and he hoped (t 
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would not prove an obstacle to any one joining the Home. 
It waa a credil to South Australia that they were the first 
to establish a Bushmen's Home in the eoutheni hemiaphere. 
If it was successful, he had no doubt similar institutions 
would be established elsewhere. Thanks were certainly due 
to the Messrs. Angaa, and so they were to "Williani," for 
hia great labour in the matter, and he should be glad if his 
name could be included in the resolution. As nothing great 
or strong could he established or carried out without the 
blessing of God, he thought tbe expression of dependence in 
the last part of the resolution waa very appropriate. He 
believed the institution had been established on principles 
which could not but be beneficial to the inmates ; and he 
trusted it would have the effect of doing good to a class who 
had not, as a rule, been receiving benefit by coming to town. 
(Hear, he«.) 

The Rev. Jae. Lyall moved — 
'' That this meeting views with great satisfaction, and fully 
approves of the establishment of a library, reading and 
refreshment-rooms, money depository, labour and post-offices 
in connection with this Club, aa they wiU tend (d.v.) to 
increase the taste for mental improvement, and be the means, 
Under God, of drawing many husbmen from social evil 
influences and places of amusement of a questionable 
character. And this meeting pledges itself to assist towards 
carrying out the designs of the originators of this very com- 
mendable institution." 

He stated that the temptations to which their bush Mends 
were subject on coming to town, consequent upon the 
privations they had to put up with, were veiy great. There 
were, it was true, men who came from the country with the 
deliberate intention of " apreeing," but they were not the 
representatives of bushmen generally, for as it had been 
previously sfud, there were amongst them many educated 
men, who would appreciate a Home of that kind. (Hear, 
hear.) In his opinion they had acted judiciously in com- 
mencing in a small way. If the institution proved success- 
ful, then something might be done on a greater scale. (Hear, 
hear.) The charges for board, had been fixed at 18s. and 
20s. per week for members and non-members respectively, 
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whioh were as moderate aa could be expected, and cheaper 
tliaa tlie buehmen aow paid for the accommodation they 
reccdved ia 'iiuiH and other places. He approved of the 
intellectual improvement of the imnatea being aimed at, and 
ttiought it would be well to have occasionally literaiy enter- 
tiunmcntB. Uo did not thiok too much should be expected 
from an institution of that kind at first, but they should be 
contented with small results. They should go on in faith, 
believing that with God's blessing the Home would be suocese- 
ful in the long run. (Applause.) 

Mr. D. Eobin secouded. It afforded him, he said, pleasure 
to express his sympathy with the movement. He thought 
it appropriate that the first resolution should be proposed 
by the Hon. Mr. Barrow, because, if he remembered properly, 
a leader which he wrote some two or three years ago had 
led to the formation of that Club. (Hear, hear.) He 
rejoiced that it had been so far successful. He was not 
sorry the Home had been begun on a small scale, because 
if it had been begun on a larger the bushmen would liave 
thought themselves indebted to others more than they 
would do DOW. In going over the place he had been im- 
pressed with the feeling of home that was about it, and 
that was the feeling which should be sought to be pro- 
duced— (hear, hear) — for, whilst isolated from their fellows, 
the bushmen bad a longing for borne, and till now, on coming 
to town, the only place to which they could go was the public 
house. He was glad steps had been taken to provide recre- 
ation and amusement at tbe Home, and he believed it 
would be well if they had an entertainment each week, at 
which recitations, readings, and a short lecture on some 
popular subject might be given. At such entertainments the 
friends of the institution would have an opportunity of 
rendering assistance. The utmost publicity should be given 
to the existence of the Home. Noticea should be placed in 
the railway stations and in the larger country public-housea, 
informing the bushmen of its establishment. He hoped the 
newspapers would do all they could to give it publicity, and 
he thought there should be a standing advertisement in the 
weekly papers to keep it before the bushmen. He had no 
doubt the institution would be a success if God's blessing 
rested upon it. (Applause.) 
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The resolution was carried. 

Mr. R. A. Fiveash moved a 7ote of thanks to the Chair- 
man, remarking that he believed the establishment of that 
Home would lead to the eatabtislimcnt of Homes in the 
other colonies. 

Mr. James Hosking, in seconding the motion, expressed a 
hope that good would proceed from an institution that had 
been ho well begun. He believed as the comforts of the 
place became generally known the Home would becoma 
generally appreciated. 

The motion was carried, and the proceedings terminated. 

The following article, extracted from the Evening Journal, 
comments on the Buehmen'a Club movement from the 
beginning, and gives an outline of some of the difficulties 
which have been surmounted in its establishment, and weU 
describes the position of the premises and grounds : — 
"The Bushmen's Clcb. 

"Eather more than siitcen months have elapsed since the 
first steps wero taken in Adelaide for the formation of a 
Bushmen's Club. At the meeting then held, as well as at 
the lai^r and more influe.-itial gatherings that subsequently 
took place, the feeling in favour of providing buahmen a , 
place of resort on the oooaalon of their periodical visits to 
the city, was strong and unanimous. They were justly 
spoken of as a class peculiarly open to the worBt evils 
connected with town life, and the great object held iu view 
was to give them an alternative. As things are, there is 
practically no escape for them from those who lie in wait to 
pander to their lowest tastes, and ease them of their hard- 
earned wages. Moving about as strangers and outcasts, 
they naturally fall into the company of outcasts; associa- 
tion with them furnishes the dissipation of which they are 
in search. 

" The movement for the establishment of the Home has 
had many difficulties to contend with. Among the foremost 
of these has been prejudice on the part of many of the 
bushmcn. It was r^arded by them as an attempt to fetter 
their actions during the short intervals of liberty and relaxa- 
tion that they were able to steal from their monotonous 
work. This impression was iuduBtrioualy encouraged by 
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interested persons, and it ia too mucli to hope that it vill be 
entirely eradicated until actual experience has shown it to 
be unibunded. Fixing the site of the Home has been 
another cauae of difficulty, and to some extent of delay. 
It was thought by many that a place on the outskirte of 
the settled districta should be chosen, as offering fewer 
temptations to indulgence by buahmen in their besetting 
holiday sins ; and it was seriously prop<^ed to make the first 
experiment at the Burra. But the opposition by these moat 
concerned was so teen that the plan bad to be abandoned aa 
likely to imperil the success of the undertaking. When all 
preliminary obatacles had been cleared off there still re- 
mainei} the substantial one — that funds did not flow in so 
freely as to warrant a large expenditure. Hard times was 
the fertile excuse for small contributions, and the validity of 
it was fuUy recognized by the Management. When pecuniary 
assistance failed they fell back iipon the expressions of sym- 
pathy and goodwill which met them in all directions. 

"The appeal to the liberally disposed, if it did not bring 
in thousands as was at first hoped, resulted in the promise 
of hundreds. The amount thus collected did not justify the 
erection of a Home, but it was a sufficient incentive to the 
promoters to persevere in their benevolent intentions. With 
the view of making a beginning they leased for a year the 
premises in Whitmore Square historically known as the 
residence of Chief Justice Cooper. These poasesa several of 
the qualifications essential to a fair trial. They are common 
dioua, situate in a healthy part of the town pretty well 
isolated, and reasonably remote from the haunts which prove 
so fascinating and yet so mischievous to bushmen. The 
esplanade in front is planted with trees which, although 
wanting in careful tending, afford an agreeable shade and 
pleasing relief to the eye. On the other three sides the 
bouse is surrounded with vacant ground. Decayed or 
decaying fruit-trees give evidence that the greater part of 
ibis was at one time occupied as a garden. In some places 
shrubs and ornamental trees have triumphed over long 
Delect, and are still in a flourishing condition. A little 
care and outlay would soon impart a very different aspect to 
the surrounding of the place. A large plot of ground to 
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the westward will afford facilities for the physical exercises, 
in which members wUI be encouraged to engage. 

" The building itself is of irregular form. The walla are 
low but the roof is steep, thu3 eoabling the formation of 
apartments upstairs. There are in all about fifteen rooms, 
some of them of considerable size, although for the most 
part the dimensions are limited. One of the least preten- 
tious of all is the rough sraokiog-room, where callers and 
noQ-members have the privilege of sitting. Adjoining this 
U the labour of&ce, where employers and employed can make 
their arrangements. A waiting-room alongside is available 
for candidates for employment. The other apartments 
fronting northward are the pantry, a snug servants' 'room, 
and a capacious kitchen furnished with a range and with the 
. usual culinary utensils, and with sets of dishes. Adjacent 
to it is the wash-house, and beyond a tidy little bath-house 
numbered amongst the additions since the lease was taken. 
The principal rooms face the south, and are plentifully pro- 
vided with light and air hy large windows opening to the 
ground. The largest of aU is the dinii^ room, 20 x 16, 
which communicates by means of folding doors with a 
refreshment room 16 x 18. These when thrown together 
could on an emergency seat fifty persons, the extreme 
number that sleeping accommodation could be found for in 
the Home as it now exists The reading-room is comfort- 
ably fitted up, and will be thoroughly stocked with 
newspapers, periodicals, and books likely to interest the 
inmates. Near to it is the members' smoking room. 
Upstairs there are two dormitories divided off by curtains 
into ten compartments. Each compartment contains a 
stump bedstead and the usual etceteras of a bedroom. The 
mattrasses are stuffed with fibre ; the sheets, blankets, and 
quilts of a coarse texture, but beautifully clean. The sleep- 
ing provision will be looked upon as positively luxurious by 
those accustomed to rough it in the bush. One room is set 
apart as an Infirmary, and there is also a lavatory attached 
to the dormitories ; throughout the entire establishment 
every thing is scrupulously clean and tidy. The rooms are 
all papered, and one or two of them carpeted. Gaa and 
water have been laid on, but the whole of the repairs and 
alterations have not yet been completed. 
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" An ontBide building has been appropriated bs the 
Superintendent's quarters and atoreroom, but it will require 
renovation before being adapted to tliia new use. There is 
also a three-etalled stable, which, it is believed, will be found 
of great convenience both to visitors and to members. 

"A notice prominently posted opposite the principal 
entrance gives a elue to the principles upon which the Club 
ia to be conducted. It reads thus :— 

" ' Swearing, drunkenness, and gambling strictly pro- 
hibited.' 

" No intoxicating drinks are on any preteit to be admitted, 
but temperance beverages are to be served out ad libitum. 
The charges made to bushmen making use of the Home 
appear for the most part moderate, but of course the tariff 
will be open to revision and modification. The formal 
opening takes place on Friday neit, and judging from the 
enconr^ing accounts received by ' William,' the indefatigable 
Hon. Superintendent, the Club will be taken advantage of 
by the class whose int«rests it is intended to serve." 

A friendly bushman, after paying a visit of inspection to 
the institution, expresses bis opinion as follows ; — 

" TO THE EDITOR. 

" Sir — Reading in the daily papers that the Bushmen's 
Home is about to be opened, I thought I would visit it. 
Yesterday I took a turn in that direction, and had an inter- 
view with the worthy Superintendent, he very kindly showing 
me the whoEe of the rooms and premises. I cannot but 
think, however, that the Committee might have taken the 
trouble to see that ' William' had some other place than a 
coachhouBe to live in. Surely he is deaerring of being cared 
for, though his own modesty very naturally makes him put 
himself in the background. Is it likely that bushmen will 
like to see the man who has put himself to such trouble to 
secure their comfort so strangely domiciled 1 I think not. 
Nor are such apartments as are set apart for him worthy the 
Superintendent of such an estabhshmeut as no douht this 
will become. 

" I venture to remark, too, that a few pounds might have 
been expended in putting the grounds on the south and east 
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of the building in Bomething like trim. BuBhmen like 
neatness and comfort as well aa other men, and having 
subscribed liberally towards this Home, will be disappointed 
at seeing the whole thing spoiled through a narrow (perhaps 
beggarly would be the more suitable word) parsimony. Why 
not put on two or three men immediately to turn up the 
earth, and put in a few trees, so aa to make the garden 
grounds an attraction instead of repulsion 1 I hope. Sir, 
you will do what you can to encourage the thing being 
libeFally dealt with, so aa not to invite ftulure. 
" I am, Sir, &o., 

"A SUBSORIBEB." 

—Exprm, Adelaide, May 17, 1870. 

The above correspondent was evidently not aware that 
" William," in arranging the apartments, was entirely un- 
fettered in his movements by the Board of Man^ement ; and, 
left to choose a residence for himself, he considered the out- 
house spoken of as the most suitable for his business purposes. . 
Bespecting the improvements of the garden, it was considered 
unwise to spend other people's money on such a short lease, 
and the matter was left for future consideration. 

The following notice appeared in the Chronicle of May 14, 
1870 :— 

" The Bush Missionary ' William' is putting forth eve^ 
effort to open the Bushmen's Home in a few days. We 
understand that amongst his latest sympathizers is the Right 
Bcv. Dr. Short, who hiis sent a donation of £5 towards the 
Club Fund." 

In another column of the same paper appeared the follow- 
ing lines, which are inserted because they are the production 



THE BUSHMAN'S HOME. 
Coma all yon bnahmen uid liitan to ms, 
And go look &t the Club that's preparina: for thae ; 
It's there you'll be happy, contented uid snog. 
So never mind carrying your old 'possam rag. 
Therell be fiah for yonr breikfast, so nic« and so Sweet, 
Or, if you're inclined, yon can have it of meat ; 
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^Rierell be egp and fresh batter, hot buib^ aod ham. 
And these ought to plesae any common bushmon. 
Bout beef and plam doff on tlia table till two, 
With kangaroos' tails made into a stew ; 
Therell be onioni, and cabbage, and spuda ia galore ; 
So we'll laugh and rejoioe, we'll iing and encore. 
There'll be games oF all Htrta, with awinga and trapeze, 
Skittlea, cricket, aod qnoita, and whatever we please. 
Then oomea tea, and supper, I suppose about ten — 
But the big bell will ring to tell the men when. 
When our money's all done, and we feel ourselTei poor, 
Why, it's back to the bush we will go for some more ■ 

Sydnby B. 
Mnngibbie, S.B. 

The neit extract ia taken from the Register of May 24, 
1870 :— 

"It may seem afcrange to follow up a denunciation of 
drunkenness with a plea for the accessibility of driaks ; but 
the following lines just received from a strange contributor, 
and evidently suggested by the opening of the Bushmen's 
Club last week, seem to me to have much strong sense, if 
they have Uttle hnmour ; and having bo faithfidly kept my 
pledge to he sedate up to this point, I gladly turn you 
over, my public, to another hand, lest some unseemly out- 
break (^ jocoseness should disturb the serenity of your 
slumbers, and prevent the small but respectable miuority of 
my readers who disbelieve in fun, and lament over the levity 
I so frequently display, from pronouncing this by far the 
wisest, ablest, best, and most attractive of the Crabthom 
Papers :— 

A PLEA FOR TOLERATION. 
I like the Bushmen's Home and think that those 
With whom the charitable sobeme arose 
Are worthy of all credit, —'tie a plan 
To save from ruin many a fellow-man. 
Thus when its hopeful programme met mjr sight 
I joyfully contributed my mite ; 
But though 1 deem myself tbe btuhman's friend 
I was too far the meeting to attend. 
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And H>D)ihl not oo ft work m broaclly good 
M; notioni froin a dUtaooe ta intnide, 
Belyiug on tlie wiidom and ftood mnie 
Of men who meribad toy oonfldeao«. 
I have not now the paper* at my aids 
To give their nameB. SnPGce it, they wer« tried 
As men of worth ; bat on a aingle point 
I now perceive their leiiBa is oat of joint. 
They give the bushman lodging and his " prog;" 
Bnt (" Williarn" counaelliag) cat off hia grog. 
A dreary " Home ! " The baahman yon wilt find 
As much for drink aa eatables inclined. 
He may endure the morning cup of tea, > 

But beer must on hii dinuer-table be ; 
And with a ^asa of grog — mark what I eay — I 
The boghman when in town mnat cloae the daylc^ ^ ,"■■ . 
If at hia " Home" snch comforta are denied. 
Away he goes to seek them far and wide ; 
And " Home" manipulated thaa will be 
A " Home" the baahmen will bnt aeldom see. 
The London Sailora' Home, with nilea more n 
Poor Jock with meat and drink at once eupplittt. 
Twelve thousand seamen in a single year 
Have used that Home, ita eatables, and beer. 
Till now, the qnestion agitated there 
la thia — to add soma spirits to the (are. 
Ob, " William," Blyth, and Yoong, pray make the the Clab 
A " Home" for drink aa v^ell as aleap and grub ; 
To cheat the fell Badncen of their prey, 
Make it A " Home" for night as well aa day. 
Send not the buahmaii you have helped ao far 
Perforce to purcbaae liquor at the bar ; 
Let him have all he wantB at home, if right. 
Nor drive him forth into the streets by night. 
" William," your simple nature I conclude 
la somewhat inaooent, however good. 
Thinking to oonjure into Whitmore Square 
A band of shepherds, living upon air. 
No, my Bnah Missionary, 'twill not do, 
tHiough 0. B. Young and Murray think with yon. 
Better at " Home" the ihepherd take his glas^ 
.Than drink it hocassed by some painted lass. , 
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The "Hrane," good "Williun,"tbatliu filled your br^n 
May do for shepherds of your eomett itrun — 
For pare taetotaUers ; but mch, d'ye mind. 
Without Committees con safe quarters find. 
They (though their like we very seldom meet) 
Are not exposed to danger in the street ; 
Such may the wiliest bacchoaaliaa SDUb, 
And rest securely thoueh tbey have no Club. 
Bnt you, good brothers of the sober cnp. 
Must the poor ahepherd as he is take up. 
Give him in modera,tioD what he chooses ; 
Cnrb him, and, mark ma, he the whole refte 
Chorus — 
(Added by a different han*. , ,. 

For ha loves a drop of good beer ; X / / -i d iv^^ 
He's partial to modoate beer. 
And Williian'e unwise 
If ever h« tries 
The boahman to rob of his beer. 
An old bushman, remarkiDg on the above, apeaJcs out as 
follows:-- 

"to the editor. 
" Sir — I was rather amused in looking over your issue of 
this morning's Register at those hnes on the Bushmen's Club; 
but I beg to differ from our worthy friend, Mr. Crabthom, 
inasmuch as he does not hold with the Club being conducted 
on temperance principles ; but being myself an old bushman 
of ten years' experience, and knowing what it is to come to 
town with a cheque, and to 'take the wallaby* again without a 
copper to bless himself with, and all through the system of 
drinkiug and nobbleviziug, I can speak feelingly on tho 
subject. And I believe I apeak the mind of hundreds of my 
fellow-bushraen — not only the constitutionally temperate 
ones, but also those who are most easily led to drink in town 
— when I say we are heartily glad that our Club is estab- 
lished on temperate principles. 

"I do not think there is any analogy between the Sailoi-s' 
Homes and the Bushmen's Club in respect of allowing strong 
drink ; for the sailor, as we all know, iu moat ships is daily 
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allowed his grog. Not bo tbe buahman, who for months at a 
stietch driuke nothing but tea or coffee ; so he will not feel 
the waTit of that to which he is but rarely accustomed ; and 
if he wtshea for a glass of beer, why he can hardly throw a 

stone in Adelaide without breaking a publio-houae window. 

" But I think that every right-minded man who desire» 
the welfare of his fellow-man will use his whole influence to 
stop that unmitigated evil which is filling our prisons with 
convicts, our asylums with luratics, our streets with 
prostitutes, and our homes with misery. 

"So God speed the temperance cause, and down with 
strong drink ; so says an " Old Bushuan. 

"Adelaide, May 2i, 1870." 

About this time — it being desirable to make the institutiou 
as widely known as possible — the following advertisement 
was inserted in tbe papers : — 

"Bushmen's Club, Whitmode Square, AnELAinB. — This 
establishment is now open, with room for about fifty persons. 
Bushmen will find many advantages at their Club, and are 
strongly recommended to identify themselves with it by 
becoming members, by payment annually of five shillings 
each, thus securing success to their own Society. All pro&ts 
devoted to the benefit of the members. Prospectuses will 
be sent to all head stations for distribution, and may also be 
obtained from the Superintendent. 

" N.B. — The charge for board hna been reduced to fifteea 
ehillingB per week for members, and sixteen shillings for non- 
members. " By order of the Board, 

" ' William,' Hon. Superintendent. 

"May 23, 1870." 

The Comet says : — 

"The situation, Wbitmore Square, is pleasant; theaccom- 
modation comfori^able and convenient. Going down King 
William -street South, take the second street to the right 
hand, Sturt-street, follow it to the square, and there's the 
■Club." 

The Home may now be considered fairly launched for the 
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recepti<m of boarders ; and the first monthly meeting of the 
Board of Management (after the opening) vas held June 2, 
1870. 

There were present — Messrs. C. B. Young (chturmaD), 
NeviUe Blyth, and H. Giles. 

The Superintendent reported that the total amount 
received during May was £iS 7b. 6d. for members' tickets 
and subscriptions ; also that he had sent two hundred and 
seventeen packages of reports and subscription-lista, &c., to 
different stations and friends in the country. The Club had 
been opeu for seven days before the first boarder put in 
his appearance (Charlie, the loafer, he is well known among 
bushmen). A present of books from Mr. H. Giles to the 
library had been received, also a number of magazines and 
other suitable books from Mr. J. Chapman. Letters had 
been received from bnshmen and othew respecting the Club, 
some of them speaking in very encouraging terms. During _ 
the past month one man had made an opening in the 
SavingSH^epartment, by sending his money to be taken caro 
of for him. There had been a large number of visitors 
to the Club. The premises were generally approved of by 
bushmeu, who had favoured the institution with a call, 
and by the end of May there were thirteen members be- 
longing to the Club. A few tickets had been sent to Mr. 
Samuel Levering, of Willowie Station, at his request, for 
sale amongst his mates. (Since that time this zealous young 
roan has s(^d about seventy members' tickets.) 

On June 18 the following short paragraph appeared in the 
papers : — 

"Thk Bushmen's Cldb. 

" We are informed that ' William' the Hon. Superinten- 
dent has been kindly presented by Mr. Howell, bookseller, 
Bundle-street, with seven or eight pounds' worth of illustra- 
ted London newspapers (in monthly parts) for the instruc- 
tion and amusement of the bushmen at the Club. The men 
are, we hear, beginning to patronize their own institution, 
and this timely donation will no doubt bo appreciated by 
them as it deserves." 

It is pleasing to read the following letter from a busbman 
after the dissemination of so much prejudice against the m- 
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atitution. It givea his first impression of the Club after 
becoming a member aad an inmate : — 

" TO THE BDITOK. 

" Sir — May 1 through the medium of your paper try to 
convey to my fellow-bushmen tlie great advantage they 
would derive by supporting their own Club? 

" I came to the Cluft on my arrival in temn to give it a 
trial, with the impression «n my mind that the rules and 
regulations would make it too much of a barrack sort of life 
for a bushman to be comfortable in it. But I have had good 
reason to change my mind since I have been residing here. 
Every comfort and amusement is provided which bushmen 
could desire, and every facility is held out which could induce 
them to make themselves feel at home. 

" I heartily wish all my fellow-countrymen coming to 
town may give it only one trial. 

" A desire to serve my class prompts me to write this 
letter, and on my next visit to Adelaide I hope to enjoy th« 
further recreations and amusements the Hon. Superintendent 
will provide for the entertainment of the inmates. 

" In conclusion, I beg to thank the Hon. Superintendent 
and the many kind friends of the institution who have helped 
and are still helping it forward ; for I think it no small boon 
to be enabled to spend my time io such rational amusements 
as our own Club is now calculated to promote. 
" I am, Sir, &c., 

"Dakibl E. Cluco. 

"June 27, 1870.". 

On July 2, 1870, the Board held their usual monthly- 
meeting. The following is extracted from the minutes : — 

There were present Messrs. C. B. Young (chairman), and 
H. Giles. 

" The Hon. Superintendent reported that J. H. Angas, Esq., 
had paid a visit to the Club, and had taken supper there ; 
that he had warmly expressed his approbation and gratifi- 
cation, and bade the Superintendent to tell the Board of 
Management that he felt very highly pleased with the place 
and its arrangements, and he hoped that God would ta&ka it 
a great blessing to the bushmen of Australia; that he would 
help it in every way he could by recommending his men to 



tHE bushhbk's club. 175 

stay at the Club whilst in town. He wished him also to say 
that he thought it desirable to post placards up at all the 
railway stations, und every means taken to make the 
institution known and popular ; that Aleiander McCulloch, 
Kaq., of Gottlieb Wellx, had presented to the Club a sub- 
scription <^ £.7, and N. Blyth, Esq., M ; that donations of 
bookH, papers, and periooicals had been received from Messrs. 
Howell, Capt. Bagot, and T. Magarey, and a basket of good 
books from an anonymous lady. The Superintendent 
suggested to the Board the necessity of preparing circulars 
expressly for the shearing season, copies to be sent to all the 
known sheds in the colony, and that placards, according to 
Mr. Angas's su^ostion, should be placed at the different 
railway stations. The labour-office should be opened as soon 
as possible, and advertised when it was bo, — and ho asked 
permission from the Board to open it. He also reported that 
more bedding was needed, and that it would be necessary to 
engage another servant for the Club, as the work was 
increasing. 

"Numlher of members' tickets issued to date, forty-two. 
Number of weekly boai'ders at Club, five. Total amount of 
receipts from all sources, £30. 

" It was resolved— That a suitable placard be prepared, and 
that a copy be posted at the following railway stations: — 
Kooringa, ^addleworth, Gawler, Kapunda, and Adelaide. 
That the Superintendent open the labour-office as soon as 
convenient. That more bedding be procured. That the 
thanks of the Board of Management be tendered to the 
abovementioued gentlemen for their kind danatioua of books, 
&o., &c." 

The following is a report of the first cricket match played 
by the bushmen of South Australia. The Register says : — 

"Bchhmkn's Club. — A rather novel sight was witnessed 
on the South Park Lands on Saturday afternoon, July 2, a 
cricket match being played by a number of inmates of the 
Bushmen's Club. The game was carried on in a spirited 
manner, and, considering that the men were mostly novices 
in the art, they handled the willow creditably. One worthy 
bush veteran of between sixty and seventy years surpassed 
the younger members in feats of speed and agility, and all 



176 HiETonr ov 

«vidently enjoyed the eport. We hope to see more of BOoh 
recreation among that long ne^eoted olass — the buBhrnen. 
It cannot but be gratifying to the Menda of the institutioa 
to know that it has already become of great service to those 
for whom it is intended." 

Extract from the Advertiser: — 

" On Saturday, July 2, a cricket match was played on the 
South Park Lands by the inmates of the Bushmen's Club. 
The wickets were pitched early in the afternoon, and the 
game was kept up with great spirit And fair skill for some 
hours. The mirth was genuine and boisterous, and one 
pleasing feature in the scene was the open friendship displayed 
towards each other by all the players — men who perhaps had 
never seen one another before-^showing the spirit of frater- 
nity existing among South Australian bushmen." 

From Advertiser, July 20, 1870 :— 

" We are informed that a draft of a circular and sub- 
scription-list has been approved by a meeting of bushmen at 
their Qub, held on Saturday last, urging on their matea not 
to stand aloof, but to come forward and patronise their own 
Society. After a debate on the subject it was resolved that 
the circular, &c., be further submitted for the approval of 
the gentlemen composing the Board of Management at their 
next meeting, and for permission to send copies to the 
different stations in the country so soon as shearing com- 
mences. The expediency of opening the proposed labour- 
office in connection with this Club was also strongly urged 
by all present. We are assured that the Qub is growing in 
favoiu", and getting better understood by the bushmen, and 
that it really bids fair to become one of the permanent social 
institutions of the land." 

The two following paragraphs in pnuse of the Home have 
also been taken from the Advertiser; — 
"Bdsbhbn's Hohb. 

"Jas. Allen states that with his son he has visited the 
Home, and writes, as a friend of bushmen, that its comforts 
and conveniences far exceeded his expectations. Among the 
advantages enumerated by him are, that the living is good. 



TBB bubhuen'b club. 177 

AOConuuodBtion cleanly and exoellent, shepherds' dogs are 
well cared for and fed, and there ia an air of comfort He 
-then highly eulogizes the Hon. Superintendent, 'William,' 
And strongly advises bushmen to use the Club. 

"July 29, 1870." 

" BuBh" corroborates the congratulatory statements of a. 
previous writer on the comforts of the Club, and then con- 
tinues : — 

" If its members, however, really intend it to become a 
place of accommodation for all who come, provision must 
speedily be miiide for the influx that may be expected after 
shearing. That will be the season for testing its value — 
when bushmen come to town with their cheques. I desire 
from my heart that no more such cases as that of ' O'Dea v. 
Boddington' may again disgrace our social circle, and that 
this institution may prove a permanent blessing to very 
many, 

"July 30, 1870." 

The meeting of the Board of Management was held ui 
August 2. There were present — Messrs. H. Gilea (ohMrman) 
and Neville Blyth. 

The Superintendent reported that agreeably to resolution 
passed at last Board meeting he had made applications to 
the proper authorities for permission to exhibit placards at the 
six principal railway stations gratuitously, which was kindly 
granted by the Commissioner through Mr. Bonney ; likewise 
the receipt of some valuable books and six mounted maps 
from Dr. Mayo, and a further supply of papers and periodicfDs 
from Mr. Howell of Rundle-street. That he bad prepared a 
- circular, &c, for the coming shearing season, which was laid 
on the table for approval and authority to publish and post 
when necessary, also two forms of Books for the labour 
department, requesting suggestions as to the amount of fees 
to be chained for registry, &c. That several Bhecpformera 
had visited the Club during the month and all expressed 
themselves highly pleased (except as to size) with the insti- 
tution and promised their support. That several lettera 
from Bushmen had been received speaking in glowing terms 
of the Club. He had also been compelled te add six mors 
h3 
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beds. Sec, the arrangements having been made for only twelve 
men, and this was not found sulhoiont as fifteen men had 
been stopping at the Club at one time. That copies of 
rules of the Club were forwarded to Mr. Inapector Bee (per 
request of Commiasioner Haroilton), to be posted up in the 
cells, &c,, of the different Police-statLona. That, as the 
shearing time was drawing near and slack times anticipated, 
it would be advisable on such an opportunity to prepare for 
a large influx of inmates after shearing. 

Total number of tickets issued, sisty. Total amount of 
receipts for the past month, ^£28 5s. Id. 

Resolved that the Superintendent acknowledge the receipt 
of books, maps, &c. That the circular for the shearing 
sheds be printed and circulated, and that the Labor-oSoe 
forma be agreed to. 

The Adeertiaer gives the following; — 

" It is pleasing to learn that the Bushmen's Club has met 
with very gratifying success sinoe its establishment. Several 
letters have been received by the Superintendent from 
bushmen, expressing their interest in the institution, and 
their intention to patronise it. Centlemen also engaged ia 
pastoral pursuits have visited the Club, and expressed their 
entire satisfaction with the arrangements. They have also 
promised what support they can give by means of recom- 
mending the Club to the men whom they may employ at 
shearing time. We hear that sixty members' tickets have 
been issued ; that there are now seven men in the Club ; and 
that the largest number boarding there at one time has 
been fifteen. We learn that the premises are found to he 
rather small ^ and, as a great influx of boarders may be . 
expected after shearing, the present is urged as a desirable 
time in which to improve and enlarge the building. Placards 
have recently been placed, by kind permission of the Com- 
missioner of Publiu Works, at the several railway stations, 
by which the advantages of the Home are set forth for the 
information of bushmen travelling townwards. Very great 
praise is due to the Board for their untiring exertions in 
promoting the comfort of the boarders, and in holding out 
the benefits of the Club to bushmen generally. The inmates 
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also experience much kindneaa and consideration from the 
Saperiatendenti ' Wilham.' 

"Before cloeing this notice ve may mention that the Boai^ 
are deairoua of expreBsing their acknowledgments to Captain 
Bagot, Dr. Mayo, and Mr. J. Howell, for the contributions 
of maps, books, &c, which they have made to the institution." 

Augnst 3, 1870. 

The following is a copy of the placard alluded to. It was 
printed in large letters on a sheet two feet by eighteen inches 
in blue and red colours : — 

" Bbshhbn's Club, Whitmorb Square, Adrlaide. 
" JVotief to Buthmen. 

" The Board of Management of the Bushmen's Club are 
desirous of making that institution as extensively known as 
possible. They therefore invite bushmen visiting Adelaide, 
and desiring peace and comfort during their stay, to make it 
their Home, and test its advantages for themselves, feeling 
satisfied that they will then report favourably to others on 
their return to the bush. 

"That visitors to town may the better understand the 
locality of their Club on their arrival, they are hereby 
informed, that on reaching the Morphett-street platform at 
the Adelaide station, tbey might proceed through Morphett 
and Brown-streets tiU they get to Whitmore Square, at the 
south-east comer of whiah the Club stands ; or thoy can 
procure a cab at the station and ride to it, taking their 
luggage with them. 

"The Superintendent will be glad to welcome the new 
comers, and will not be slow in offering them the many 
advaJitages of the institution." 

Then follows the terms of membership, charges, &c. The 
placard is signed — 

" For Board of Management, 
" William, 
"Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club. 

"Adelaide, 1870." 

The Register oomments on the Board meeting held August 
2, as follows : — 

The present nmuber of members is sixty, and there have 



been in the Home already at one time aa , many aa fifteen 
inmates, but a lai^r iaflus ia expected after shearing, and 
further accommodation is acccordingly to be provided. Cir- 
culars are about to bo dLstributod throughout the shearing 
sheds, directing attention to the advantages and comforts 
provided by the institution, and several squatters and 
bushmen wlko have visited the Club diiriog the past month 
have expressed great satisfaction with the design and 
arrangements, as well as a determination to aid in every vaj 
the furtherance of the objecta aimed at. A number of ad- 
ditional books and periodicala have been presented to the 
library, and more room is to be afforded for those who axe 
fond of reading. Among the intended auxiliaries to the 
Club is the early ojKning of the contemplated labour office. 

August, 1870. 

In accordance with a resolution of the Board, circulars and 
subscription-lists were printed and circulated, of which the 
following are copies : — 

" BcsaMBN's Club, Whitmobb Sijuabb, Adelaide. 
" To the Skearen, Bushmen, ^c, of South Australia. 

" Dear Friends — Being unable from press of business at 
the above-named institution to visit the different stations 
and sheds this season, and it being the only time of the year 
when large numbers of buahmen are drawn together, I have 
taken advantage of this opportunity to suggest to the mem- 
bers of the Club and the friends of the institution the 
desirability of the bushmen and shearers holding a special 
meeting at each shed or station in the country, for the 
purpose of forming a Committee of their own for furthwing 
the interests of their own Society. This can be done by 
obtaining the names of buahmen, &c., who are desirous of 
becoming members on payment of five shillings annually, 
and sending the money for the tickets and voting proxies to 
the Superintendent, who wil^ forward them to any given 
address by mail ; by opening a subscription-list (as per form 
enclosed) at each station or shed yourselves ; fay extending a 
knowledge of the Club among your mates ; and hj 
patronising it when they come to town. Bushmen, hearty 
co-operation and union are now needed to follow up the work 
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begun, and pecuniary assistaaco is solicited from all who 
desire the retil prcsperity of the Bushmen's Club. 

"Those persons who have been already benefited by the 
institution, and others who have enjoyed its comforts and 
advantages, will be better able to explain to their mates 
further particulars about the place, &c., than can possibly bo 
done on paper. 

" It is intended (d.v.) for the first time iu the Jiistory of 
the colonies, to bold a Bushmen's Annual Festival or Reunion 
some time in December nest (if funds are forthcoming) in 
<!onnectioo with the Clubj to which all bushmen and friends 
who can make it convenient to attend, will be publicly and 
respectfully invited. 

" Any of the gentlemen mantling the stationa, &c., will, 
without doubt, feel a pleasure in co-operating with you in 
this movement, by transmitting for you any amount you 
may he desirous to send for the good of your Club. 

" Wishing you all a good season and a good clip, and that 
the blessing of Almighty God may rest on the work of our 
hands, for Jesus Christ's sake, 

" I have the honour to be 

" Youra very faithfully, 
" ' William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club. 

"P.S. — Care must be taken to spell the five-shillinga 
members' names correctly, also to state whether their tickets 
are to be sent to them, and where, or whether they are to be 
kept at the Club for them. 

"FORH OF SuBaCHIPTIOIT-LlST. 
"BOSBUEN'S club, WHITUOBE SQDARE, ADELAIDE. 

"Collecting List for Shearing Season, 1870. 

No . 



s (or name of station) 

Name of manager or collector 

Date of collection , 

" N.B, — The names of all subscribers will be published in 
"the Observer and Chronicle weekly diiring the shearing 
season, as a receipt for the money. 
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To interest the managors and overeeers of the stationa, 

and induce them to assist in the movement, a copy of the 

folloning circular, accompanied with aforementioned letter 

and Bubsoription-list, was sent to each : — 

"Bdbhhen's CLna 

" To the Manager orperton in charge of the Station. 

" The Board of Management of the above-named insti- 

tution—Meaars. N. Blyth, C. B. Young, and H. Giles — 

respectfully i-equest that you will please co-operate to cany 

out the design of the enclosed circular and subaoription-list ; 

or felling yourself, will you kindly appoint a responsible or 

trustworthy bushman to do it. 

" Believing the goodness and importance of this movement 
on the bushmen's behalf needs do apology to you, and will 
be a sufficient excuse for trespass on your valuable time and 
kindness, 

" I am. Sir, 

" Your obedient servant 

"Pro Board of Management, 
" ' William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Clnb. 
" Adelaide, August, 1870." 

" N.B. — The labour-ofBcB in oonuection with this Club will 
be opened so suon as arraugements are completed." 

After much agitation on the subject, the Club labour-office 
was finally opened. See following advertisement : — 
"BnBHMEN's Club. 

" TO EHPL0TER3 OF BUSH LABOUR. 

" The managing Committee have completed arrangements' 
for opening the labour-department connected with thLt insti- 
tution. 
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"Bush labour onl^ can be obtained at thia office. All 
orders for men, &c,, by post, telegraph, or otherwise, care- 
fully and punctually attended to, and executed if practicable. 
" Eniployers in want of hands are respectfully informed 
that men, &o., can be hired under any private form oT 
agreement sent in, that a good class of labour may be 
Stained at this offiue, and they are requested to give it a 
trial. Fees low. Office hours (working days) from 10 to 12 
a.m., and &om 2 to 4 p.m. 

"By order of Board of Management, 
" * William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent of Bushmen's Club. 
" Whitmore Square, Adel^de, August, 1870." 

To show that the bushmen were beginnii^ to spend their- 
spare time in a rational and sensible manner, the following- 
short notice clipped from the Regiiler, August 2S, 1870, is. 
here inserted fcnr perusal : — 

"Bushmen's Club. — On Saturday, August 20, the in- 
mates of the Home numbering sixteen or eighteen bronzed,. 
able, hearty fellows turned out on their usual recreation 
grounds, the South Park Lands, for a game of football. 
They were matched North v. South-east. It would have 
delighted many friends of buahmen to witness the scrambling,. 
tumbling, busters, and boisterous mirth of these hardy 
colonists who by mutual consent seem to lay aside for a time- 
their manhood to become boys again ; it was a time of real 
hearty enjoyment, some of them esolaiming that they never 
bad such jolly fun in their lives before. The game would 
have been continued much longer than it was but for the 
slippery state of the ground, and the wind rising rather 
high for the ball to spin well. As several leave in a day or 
two for the shearing, the result of the game cannot be de- 
cided until after their return. 

" Great commendation has been bestowed by the men on 
the Board of Mauf^ement, as they have left nothing undone 
that would add to the comfort, instruction, or amusement of' 
the inmates. Wo learn that arrangements have been com- 
pleted for the opening of the bush labour-offioe in connection 
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v/ifh the institution, and doubtless this will be an auxiliary, 
the value of which will be appreciated by employers aad 
■employed." 

The following are extracts from the proceedings at the 
monthly meeting held on September let, 1870 r — 

There were present Messrs. N. Blyth (chMr), C. B. Young, 
and H. Giles. 

The Hon. Superintendent reported that though the Glab 
■was passing through the dnlleat part of the year (for the 
work in hand), that there had been no diminution in the 
amount of receipts for the month aa was anticipated, but 
rather an increase. That more furniture, bedding, and 
■other necessaries had been obtained to keep pace with the 
growing requirements of the institution ; that the partition 
in the reading room had been taken down with the aasistance 
■of some of the inmates ; and two rooms thrown into one, 
thus giving the place a cheering, light, airy and comfortable 
appearance, and making it capable of accommodating about 
forty readers. That, according to a resolution of last meet- . 
iug, there were forwarded to the various sheds, stations, and 
friends of the Bushmen's cause over 200 circulars, sub- 
scription-lists, and a few remaining placards. That the 
labour-office had been publicly opened by advertisement. 
The Hon. Superintendent also respectfully suggested to the 
Board the desirability of enlarging in some way the 
sleeping, dining, and smoking accommodation, and that it 
was necessary to take this matter speedily in hand, as it 
-was incumbent to make more provision for the large influx 
of boarders expected after the shearing was over, and that 
some kind of gymnasium should be fitted up in the paddock. 
The Hon. Superintendent also mentioned that he had 
received a large number of letters from men in the bush, 
promising to stay at the Club when they came to town, but 
the beat evidence of its growing popularity wduld be found 
in the steady increase of members. That N. Blyth, Eaq., 
had presented some very valuable books to the Club, but as 
bushmen arc such gi'cat readers, that a larger stock of 
books, newspapers, English and Colonial, &c., would soon be 
required. That the Mayor of Gawler, E. Clement, Esq , the 
Chairman of the District Council, and other gentlemeD had 
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'vildted the Club during the month, and without exception 
espreaeed tibemselvea pleased and gratified with the place, 
some of them suggesting that it was too small for the object 
aimed at. 

"Number of members' tickets issued to date, 116. The 
highest number at one time ia the Club during the mouth, 
20. Receipts from all sources, £51 13s. lid. 

BsBolved — That with a view to increase the accommodation 
of the Club, Mr. J. Hoaking, the lessee, be commuuicated 
with to ascertain upon what terms the property now held 
may be purchased, or leased for a term of years. Answer 
to be cousidered at a meeting in a fortuight's time, to wliich 
the trustees, Messrs. Angas, Murray, and W. K. Thoinas 
should be invited. Also resolved that some gymnastic and 
athletic appurtenances be produced. Resolved that a late 
English paper be obtained upon the arrival of English mail." 

A bushman in the Far North writing to the Advertiser, 
aays as follows : — 

" Sir — I rejoice to find that the Bushmen's Club ia 
gradually being freely patronised by and becoming popular 
amongst bushmen — the class for whose special benefit it was 
(by dint of much energy and perseverance evinced by 
' William,' the Hon. Superintendent, and others) established. 

" There can be no doubt whatever that such an institution 
is much wanted. It will be the fault of the bushmen them^ 
selves if they allow it to Ml to the ground, as it were, for 
'waut of support. 

" This being shearing season, and consequently the bush- 
men's pecuniary harvest time, I would strongly recommend 
them, one and all, to become members. Five shillings 
annually ia a very trifling fee for constituting membership. 
A few extra shillings, or even a one-pound note, as a present 
to the funds from every member are greatly needed, and 
would scarcely be missed during or after shearing time. 

" I don't preach what I don't practice. I am a member, 
and intend to give whatever subscription I can afi'ord during 
the season when the lists are sent round. 

" I heartily approve of the Bushmen's Club. I believe 
that it will tend to bring employers and bushmen together 



on better tenns. It will not lower w^;eB as supposed. 
Comfort and economy will be the order of the day ; and all 
will go, I hope, merrily as a ' marriage bell.' 

" I uonclude with best wiahes for the prosperity of the- 
Club, and hoping that alt bushmen will jeia aad support such 
a praieeworthy and deserving institution. 
" I am, Sir, &c., 
"An Educated and bon& fide Boshhah. 

" Far North, September 3, 1870." 

A special meeting of Triiateea and Board of Management 
■{m resolved at last meeting) was held on September 15, to 
consider the propriety of enlarging the accommodation of the- 
premises. Present — Messrs. H. Giles (chairman), M. Blyth, 
and W. K. Thomas. 

Extracte from the minutes were read, alao Hon. Superin- 
tendent's report to the lost meeting of the Board of M^age- 

The Hon. Superintendent, "William," reported that he 
had seen Mr, Jaa. Hosking, and hia letter was read, offering 
the property required for the use of the Club at £1,300. 
After reading extracts from a letter received from Mr. Angas 
and e^iamining the property, the subject of the purchase was 
considered, and it was agreed to hold an adjourned meeting, 
the day to be fixed by " William." It was resolved that 
bedding and furniture should be provided by the Superinten- 
dent for the accommodation of forty men in all. 

The proposed adjourned meeting was held on September 
28, 1870. There were present — Messrs. C. B. Young 
(chairman), J. H. Angas, N. Blyth, and H. Giles. 

The letter from Mr. J. Hosking was agtuQ read, offering 
the house and grounds for .£1,300. 

Resolved — That a deputation consisting of Messrs. J. H. 
Angas and N. Blyth call on Messrs. Hart and R. B. Smith on 
the subject of the two acres at North Adelaide, offered by 
T. E^der, Esq., as a site for the Home. Committee to meet 
at Mr. Giles's office on the 30th instant, at 2 p.m., andreport 



Resolved also — ^That an advertisement be inserted four times 
each in the Observer and CKrontele, and four times each in 
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tbe BegUter Etnd Adoertiaer, appointing fta time of annual 
meeting, and calling for notniiatiiwiB, &&, as per clausea 6 
and 13 of the Conatitution of the Club. 

Total nomber of members' tickets issued to date, 1'3T. 
Total receipts for past month, ^22 6b. lid. 

The Conatitution of the Club requiring that three mouthB' 
notice of the general annual meeting should be given in the 
newspapers, the following advertisement to that effect was 
i^ued : — 

" luFORTANT NoTiCB TO BuBBUBN, &0. — The annual 
general meeting of the membera of the Bushmen's Club will 
be held (d.v.) at their Club-house oa Wednesday, the 21at 
day of December next, at 7 p.nk., for general business, and 
to elect a Board of Management in the place of Messrs. N. 
BIyth, 0. B. Young, and H. Giles, who retire, but are eligible 
for re-election." 

" FuBTSER Notice. — Members of the Club, and other 
qualified persons, proposing to offer themselves as candidates^ 
must signify their willingness to act if elected (in writing) to 
me on or before Thursday, the 10th of November neit- 
(See Constitution, clauses 6 tmd 12.) 

"By order of the Board of Management, 
" ' William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club. 

" Bushmen's Club, Whitmore Square, Sept. 29, 1870." 

Extracts from minutes of meeting held November 7, 1870. 
Present — Messrs. H. Giles (chairman) and N. Blyth. 

The Hod. Superintendent, "William," reported that one 
ton of hay had been saved from off the premises ; that on 
October 22, G. F. Angas, Esq., J.P., in company with other 
gentlemen, called at the Club and desired " William" to 
mention to the Board of Management, that he would give 
another £100 to help the institution forward when needed, 
also some good boots, and to say that he was very much 
pleased with the establishment and its arrangements. He- 
reported also that an old man named Thomas Johnston 
(Mends unVnown) became insane and was removed to the- 
Hospital and thence to the Lunatic Asylum, and that his 
Bank pass-book for a considerable sum (about £109) waa. 



a^t to him to the Hospital aad his receipt obtfuned for it. 
On the suggeation of Mr. Uiles, he (the Superintendent) had 
:«,pplied to Mr. D. Robin, who had kindly consented to get 
another gentleman to audit the accounts ; also that he luid 
spoken to Mr. J. H. Angas about presiding at the annual 
meeting. Mr. Angas suggested that Mr. Maugh^i should bo 
asked to give a lecture, &0. N. Bijrth, Esq., reported that 
after conferring with Mr. J. H. Angas, he thought it 
desirable to await Mr. T. Elder's return before taking further 
action with regard to the site. 

Total number of tickets issued to date, 248. Total amount 
-of receipts from all sources, £72 8s. lid. 

Respecting Mr. Angas's promise the press made the follow- 
ing remarks ; — 

" ' William,' the Hon. Superintendent of the Bushmen's 
Home, informs us that Mr. G. F. Angas paid a visit to the 
Home on Saturday, and expressed himself highly pleased 
with all the arrangements. With hia usual liberality, Mr, 
Angas promised a donation of £100, and a present of books. 
This is a good example that might be followed by geutlemeu 
iaterestedin pastoral pursuits."— E:^r ess, October 25, 1870. 

The Evening Journal of November 9, 1870, has the 
following regarding the above monthly meeting ; — 

" Bushmen's Club. — We are informed that at the meeting 
■of the Board of Management on Monday, November 7, there 
vas reported an increase of 111 annual subscribers, making 
A total number of 248 on the Club-roil, A strong muster of 
bushmeu is expected at the annual meeting and festival to 
take place in December, The institution has already met 
with a fair measure of support, and much good has been 
■accomplished by it during the present shearing-season — the 
men who have taken up their abode in the Club having 
-enjoyed the advantages of a comfortable home, and av^ed 
themselves of the arrangements for taking charge of their 
money until required for them ; this has aaved many from 
those who have hitherto being accustomed to prey upon 
them. We understand that Messrs. C. B. Young, N. Blytb, 
and H. Giles will be nominated again as a Board of Manage- 
ment, these gentlemen having consented to act in that 
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capacity. The int«rests of the Club could not be placed m 
better hands. BuBhmen, who have qualified themselves as 
membera, are expected to send in their voting proxies if they 
cannot attend personally at the annual meeting." 

It was considered necessary to change the day of tumnal 
meeting. See the following notice : — 
"Bdshhen's Club. 
" important notice to dushhbn. 
" The annual general meeting will be held at the Club- 
houae on Friday, 16tb December next, at 7 p.m., instead of' 
the 21at, as previously advertised. Persona holding proxies 
intended to have effect are requested to send them to- 
' William,' Hon. Superintendent, by that date, (See Con- 
stitution of Club, clauses 6 and 13.) 

" By order of the Board of Management, 
"'William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club. 
" November 21, 1870." 
The following will explain itself ; — 
[advebtisbmekt. ] 
" Bubhhbk'b Club. — ^At the request of a number of bush- 
men, the Board of Management have decided to give them a 
trip to the Bay on the day of their annual general meeting,. 
16th December, inst. 

" Provuions, music, and amusements will be provided. 
" Bushmen in town, who are not inmates of the Club, 
wishing to participate in the day's recreation, are invited, 
and will please send their names, or apply personally to the 
Hon. Superintendent on or before the 14th inst. 
" No charge. 

"The annual general meeting will be held (n.v.) in the 
evening, at 7 p.m. J. H. Angas, Esq., J. P., has kindly con- 
sented to preside. 

" N.B. — -Arrangements will be made for the return of the- 
excursionists in time for the meeting. 
" Further notice on 15th instant. 

" ' William,' 
" Hon, Superintendent Bushmen's Club. 
"December 10, 1870. " 
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The iiBual monthly Board meeting was held December Sad, 
1870, There were present Meeara. H. Gilea (chairman), N. 
Blyth, and C. B. Young. " William" reported that G. F. 
Angaa, Esq., J.P., had (aocording to promise) sent a col- 
lection of about thirty books as a present to the Club, and 
that J. H. Angas, Esq., had kindly consented to preside at 
the annual general meeting ; that, as the annual meeting 
was drawing nigh, he had been drafting the report, prepar- 
ing resolutions, &c., and now asked the Board's permiKsionto 
hold an annual festival or picnic on the day of the evening 
meeting and invite absent bushmen and friends. It was 
resolved, during the meeting, that an iron safe be purchased 
for the security of the funds placed in the Superinten- 
dent's hands. Also, it waa agreed to meet on the 13th inat. 
at 9.30 a.m., to consider the annual report, &c. ; this was 
■done, and the report of Board of Management, balance^heel, 
.and resolutions for the annual meeting were read, considered, 
and adiiptcd. 

Total number of tickets issued to date, 263. TotiJ 
.amount of receipts from all sonroes for the mouth, £5i 13s. 
M. 

The following extract from the press says : — 

" Bushmbh's Club. — A meeting of bushmen was held at 
the Club-house, Whitmore-square, on Friday evening, to con- 
sider the best means of providing amusement and recreation 
-on the day of the annual geneiul meeting, DeoemI>er 16; 
Mr. W. Colman waa in the chair. Mr. Allttn Cameron 
su^estod that a ride to the Bay and a picnic, with amuse- 
ments, such as uricket, quoits, and football, or a sail, would 
be the most suitable, the party returning in time for the 
meeting at 7 p.m. Mr. John Edkina seconded the proposai, 
which was cturied unanimously. It was proposed by Mr. 
William Walters that bushmen in town, not inmates, 
desirous of participating in the festivities, be invited to 
-communicate with ' William', the Hon. Superintendent, on 
or before the 14th inst. Seconded by Mr. Thomas Marshall 
and carried unanimously. Mr. John Nolan moved that the 
Hon. Superintendent be requested to confer with the Sflttti 
■of Management, for the purpose of carrying out these 
resolutions if practicable. Seconded liy.Mr. F. Miller, and 
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also carried. Thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. 
James Wheeler, seconded by Mr John Bramley, closed a 
lively but orderly meetiDg. Sinee the meeting arraDgemeota 
have been made, and these are announced in our business. 
columns." 
■ December 15, 1870. 



BtTSHUEN'e Picnic, — ^The picnic party will leave the Club 
House, Whitmore-Bquare, at 8,45 a,ni. punctually, on 16th 
inst., for the grounds of Sir George S. Kingston, Marino, 
leaving that place for home about 4 p.m. A band has been 



" William," Hon. Superintendent. 

Another advertisement on December Hth, 1870, gives 
the following notice ; — 

"BosHMEN'a Club. 

" The following gentlemen — C. B. Young, Esq j N. Blyth, 
Esq ; H. Giles, Ksq. — will be nominated for the Board of 
Management, at the Annual Meeting this evening. 

" William," Hon. Superintendent. 

Whitmore-square, December 16, 1870, 

In the Eaenmg Journal for that day appeared the follow 
iug paragraph, speaking of the arrangements of the picnic 
party: — 

"This morning at 9.30, the inmates of this institution 
proceeded from the Club-house to Glenclg, in one of Cobb Sc 
Co.'s large omnibuses for their first picnic. In addition to 
Schrader's Band, there were 37 passengers on the coaeb, 
amongst whom were 16 Club boarders, the'others being out- 
side members and friends. As ' William,' the Hon. Siiperin- 
teadent, was not able to accompany them, two of tfae men 
were appointed field marshals. Un arriving at Glonelg, sports 
such as quoits, cricket, football, and other games, were 
indulged in. Arrangements have also been made for 
refreshments, Mid the party is expected to return to town 
by 5 o'clock," 

Here follows an account of the proceedings at the Annual 
<jieneral Meeting as taken from the South Australian Adver- 
tiser, Saturday, December 17, 1870 : — 



Bobhmen'b Club, 

For some daya past an ailvertiBemeQt might h&ve been seen 
in our paper annoimoing the annual meeting of the Bushmen's 
Ctub. la a community such as this the esiat«uce of such an 
institution stands out like a cheering omen — wo have so long- • 
looked at bushmen when in town somewhat after the fashion 
in which wo were accustomed to regard j>aid-off sailors in the 
old country after their long voyage over the briny deep. 
Drunken rollickeiy and obscenity, while cash remained "in 
the looker," was the rule ; the votaries of Bacchus being iu- 
senstble alike to precept and example of temperance or virtue. 
Under the fostering and general influence of this inatitntion 
a different state of things is being inaugurated. Hundreds of 
men have given in their names as members, have paid their 
subscriptions, and are deriving, under itj regulations, 
advantages that no institution before brought within their 
reach. On Friday morning, at an early hour, passers by the 
Club-house might have seen that a red-letter day had arrived 
— that something more than ordinary was about to take 
place. From a pole, fixed at the north-western boundary 
and stretched across the gronud, a long line of flags and 
streamers floated intlie breeze, while near a number of bush- 
men were seen talking earnestly together, not looking as if 
just recovering from some debauch, but as sober and 
thonghtfiil men — contrasting favourably with those scenes- 
that we have witnessed on more than one occasion in the past. 
About half-past 8 o'clock one of Cobb & Co.'s large omnibuses 
drew lip at the entrance to the Club-house, and shortly after 
the bushmen and their mates, in number about forty — 
accompanied by a band of music and banners — started off 
right joyously for the Bay. Here some of tbem enjoyed tliem- 
selves at cricket, football, quoits, and similar amusements, 
whilst others made one or two excursions on the "briay." 
All seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves, and refreshments 
of all descriptions were plentifully supplied. The party 
returned to town about 5 o'clock. 

THE EVBNINO UBBtlNO. 

The annual general meeting of the members of the Club 
was held at the Club-house, Whitmore-square, on Friday 
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evemog, Dsoeniber 16. There were about twenty bushmen 
preBent, and there were ako several visitors, induding the 
Private Secretary. Mr. J. H. Angas, President of the Club, 
occupied the chair, aud in opening the meeting expressed 
the pleasure he felt at being President. It was now about 
twelve months ago that several persons interested theroselvea 
in the welfare of the bushmen, and were requested to form 
this institution. The result as far as they could judge had 
been most satisfactory — more satisfactory than perhaps even 
the most sanguine had anticipated. When they took into 
consideration that the past had been one of the worst years 
in South Australia, it would be seen that the report was 
favourable, not only tu the bushmen, bat to the gentlemen 
who had exerted themselves on behalf of the Club. He 
was glad so much interest had been talcen in the Club ; and 
he acknowledged with gratitude the services of their Hon. 
Superintendent " William," without whom they could not 
have got on. (Applause.) 

Mr. H. Gilea then read the report, as follows ; — 

" Your Board of Management, in presenting their first 
report, are happy to state that a fair amount of progress has 
been mado in the estalilishment of the Club since its formfd 
opening in May last by His Excellency and Lady Edith 
Fergusaon. 

" There is every reason to believe that there is cause to 
congratulate the members and friends of the Club upon the 
Bucceas of its proceedings. So far a good work is being 
carried on, and that hereafter it will be (o-v.) amply 
proved that the labor and expenditure have been weU 
bestowed. 

"To enable the Committee to ^ve the matter a fau- trial, 
the present premises were engaged by the year at a rental of 
^110, which has been a serious drfun upon the resources of 
the Club, hut as it was absolutely rei^uired, the expense can- 
not now he regretted. 

"The Board strongly recommend cordial co-operation 

amcoig the bushmen and their friends to secure a freehold 

property for the Club premise, and trust that another year 

will not be allowed to pass without providing a building more 

I 
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suitable to the requiremente of the large number of members 
that may be reasonably expected will in future compose 
the South Australian Bushmen's Club. 

" Making every allowance for the time naturtJly absorbed 
in the formation of such a Club, and considering the peculiarly 
depressed state of every branch of Industry which charac- 
terised the past year and those which immediately preceded 
it, we may derive encouragement from the fact that we have, 
as a Club, a comparative large list of members, namely 285. 

" The Club was started in Hay last with complete 
accommodation for 13 persons; this has been gradually in- 
creased up to 34, and further additions will be made as 
applicants present themselTes. 

" The labor-office in connection with this Club has been 
opened ; but owing to its having been started late in the 
season, very little business has yet been done in this depart- 
ment. Advertisements have been inserted in the papers 
calling attention to this &ct, and circulars have been sent to 
the different stations, soliciting employers to give the Club 
Labor Office a ti-ial. There is very little buah labor engaged 
at this time of the year in the city. We have no doubt that 
8a lambing and shearing again approach, the Club will be 
favoured by the squatters, &c., with a fur share of their 
patronage, and oi'ders for handa may then be expected. And 
here we would respectfully appeal to the sheepfaiiners, &c., 
to let lis have their hearty co-operation in this movement, as 
with such a united effort the Club, we feel confident, in a 
little while can be made entirely self-Bupporting. 

" Circulars and subscription-lists were sent round to the 
men during the shearing season. Only a very few have been 
yet returned, with small results. 

" In the Postal department a very large number of letterB, 
&C., have been received and forwarded to their destination 
or retained at the Club, as desired, without estra charge. 
This is a great boon to many buahmen travelling about who 
have no friends or fixed place of residence in the colony. 

" In the Savings department there has been great good 
done in preserving the bushmen's money, as the following; 
account will show ; — The total amount of property, deposited 
for safe keeping in cheques, pass-books, cash, &c, £1,373 168. 
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2^. ; drawn out by ioBtalmenta £1,213 17s. 8Jd. ; leaving 
atill in custody £159 is. 6d. There have been 151 weekly 
boarders accommodated ; there have been 35 travelling bush- 
men relieved with board and lodging, and the greatest num- 
ber at one time in the Ciub has been 21, Experience proves 
that it would have been better for the Club had it been more 
central or nearer the North TeiTace; it should not be on any 
oonsideration further away than it now is from the centre of 
the city and should be nearer if possible. 

"The Library has steadily increased to about 100 readable 
books, besides periodicals, magazines, files of papers, &c. 

" Reverting to the preliminary and painstaking exertions 
of the gentlemen with whom the desire to form such a Club 
for the bushmen of South Australia originated, the least we 
can do is to remember them on this fitting occasion, and 
publicly acknowledge our thanks to them, and all those who 
became associated with them in fo'.mdiug this institution, 
vhich has not its counterpart in any other colony, and trust 
that their object being thus far accomplished, and the etu'ly 
impediments to its usefulness greatly overcome, the Bush- 
men's Club may continue to exert a beneficial influence in a 
more extended sphere for the future. 

" It would not be advisable, did time permit, here to 
recapitulate all the various incidents attending the for- 
mation of the Club before it could be aaid to be fairly 
established. 

" We trust also that the proceedings of the paat year will 
have clearly demonstrated to the minds of bushmen that the 
interests of the employer and employed are identical. A 
unanimouB assent to this opinion will, no doubt, facilitate 
the usefulness of the institution for the future. 

" In conclusion, we would again repeat with firm assurance 
that the members and friends of this Club have every reason 
to congratulate themselves upon the result of its transactions 
80 for," 

Mf. Giles then read the financial statement, showing the 
receipts to have been £l,2Bi I9b. 3d. ; and the expenditure 
£690 Os. 6d. ; thus leaving a balance in the Bank of £56i 
18b. 9d. He remarked that they had great cause to be 
thank6tl for the care and attention to the interests of the 

'^ S'^ 
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Club shown by tlieirfriend " William," and drew the attention 
to tho lowness of wages account, Btatiug that " William " had 
given his time and services gratuitously. 

The Chajrmaa advised the bushmen to support their own 
institution, and pointed out that the investment of their 
money tbroi^h the medium of the Club secured many 
advantages. 

Mr. D. Murray moved — " That the report and financial 
statement now read be adopted, and published for the infor- 
mation of absent members, under the direction of the Board 
of Management." He attended the first meeting held to get 
up this Club, and aluo the last meeting, and he confessed that 
he had been rather doubtful as to the success whiuh would 
follow the establishment of the institution — the response 
generally being so meagre— but he was glad the bushmen 
themselves had responded, and had shown that they had 
confidence in it before they had but barely heard of it. 
The response cf the general public was not encouraging, 
and it was with fear and trembling, so to speak, that be saw 
the institution opened. He felt now, hoover, that it was a 
success, independent of any of the rich people of Adelaide, 
and that its success was likely to be permanent, inasmuch as 
the bushmen themselves had taken an interest in it. He was 
glad that during the sis or nine months the Club had been 
carried on, although under such bad circumstances, it showed 
such a small loss. He felt that that small sum could not be 
called a loss, but he hoped that at a future meeting they 
would be able to show a large profit. Of course this was 
dependent on the economical way in which it was earned out. 
If they had carried it on as a large hotel or something of that 
sort, it would have had to be given up, hut through their 
friend " William," and his excellent management, they had 
the satisfactory and good result shown that night. There 
was a great thing in having minor institutions conneoted with 
the Club, such as a labor-office, t-aviugs-bank, Sec. He did. 
not wonder that so much money had been taken out, because 
of the prevailing dulness of the past year, hut he thought 
nest year they would have more depositors. He trusted that 
the labor office would be of service to the ebeepfarmers 
and also to the buahmen. The employers would be able to 
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get the best of eervauts, and good serranta would get goo4 
masters. (Applause.) 

Mr. H. Hussey, ia Beconding, remarked that vhen the 
Club was started he was not so sanguine about it as 
some were. He did not think that they had a sufficient 
guarantee, and perhaps he ought to feel a little embarraas- 
meut in rising. HoweTer, he had much pleasure in 
acknowledging his fault, and he oould now say that it was 
Bometimea better by far to do a thing than to have 
80 much talk about it. (Hear, hear.) He thought they 
had a little too much cutting and carving about the thing ; 
but now, having taken in Bail, he believed they had reduced 
it to workable order, and that had caused its success. He 
was down at the Port the other day, and saw the Sailors' 
Home, which was started before that Club, and saw a great 
deal of bricks and mortar, and he thought of that Club, 
which though started since, had taken the lead of the Home. 
He hardly wondered as to there being a httle backwardness 
in putting money ia their Savings Bank, but there was no 
doubt that it was quite right they should have such a thing ; 
it was quite right that the bushmeu should have a safe 
investment, and he thought it wou]d be a good plan if land 
could be procured and a building erected. He thought 
bushmen might deposit money, aud receive bonds till the 
building could be erected. Money, however, could be given 
out as required, as at present. 

The resolution was put and canied unaminously. 

Mr. James Smith moved the next resolution as fellowB ; — 
"That-this meeting renders thanks to Almighty Qod for the 
measure of success which has attended this experiment on 
the bushmen's behalf, and expresses an earnest hope that re- 
newed efforts may be made for the social and moral welfare 
of the bushmen of Australia." He was thankful to speak on 
the resolution, and first he noticed that it placed the 
acknowledgment of success where it should be. They all 
knew that no undertaking oould be initiated and carried on 
Buccessfully unless Qod was recognised in it. If they com- 
menced it, trusting in their own efforts, they would find that 
they would come to naught. He was sure that the meeting 
would join heartily in this resolution. The second part re- 
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minded them tbat tbe moral ae well as the temporal wel&re of 
their fellow-colon iBts needed attcndiDg to. He pointed out the 
temporal advantagea resultiag from a Club of tbat sort, and 
the other blessings accruing, and concluded by saying tbat 
perhaps bushmen would go from this institution to tbe other 
colonies, and the relation of tbeir experiences in it might tend 
towards tbe making of provision for the welfare of bushmen 
in those colonies also. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. K. Tbontas seconded, saying be felt great 
interest in this institution, and was one amongst thoee 
who took an interest in its eatablisbment, and more or 
less was sure of its success. He need not say how 
pleased he was to see tbat it bad met with sucb suecees. Hq 
thought tbat report was the best speech of tbe evening, it 
contained so much encouragement — so much tbat would 
doubtless induce bushmen when tbey read it to take greater 
interest in tbe institution, and ha was sure tbat all be or the 
other speakers might say would not hare so much weight as 
that report. He thought they should tender thanks to God 
for the success which had been met with. Now was the day 
of small things, and the success tbey had met with was, he 
was sure, largely due to tbe persistent energy of " William," 
and to tbe prudence and energy of the Board of Management. 
(Hear, hear.) Going on so well, he had no doubt in tbe 
^ture it would be a greater success. Bushmen who had been 
there would go back and communicate their experience to 
others, and so induce them to try it. He hoped tbe Board 
of Management would be soon able to build, especially con- 
sidering Mr. Husaey's suggestion. 

Tbe resolution was unanimously carried. 

Mr. W. Colman (a member) moved the neit resolution, as 
under :^" That the thanks of this meeting are due, and ara 
hereby tendered, to tbe Board of Management {Messrs, C, B. 
Young, N. BIytb, and H. Giles); also to tbe Auditors (Messrs. 
Steele and Robin), and that the same gentlemen now nomi- 
nated he again appointed for the. ensuing year," In doing 
BO be said — With respect to tbe gentlemen named in tbe 
resolution which I have tbe honour to bring forward, namely, 
C. B. Young, N. Blj^h, and H. Giles, I believe I only spea^ 
the minds oi the majority of the bush people when I aay 
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that they have laid the bush people of this colony under last- 
ing obligation, and a deht of sincere gratitude is due to them 
for their disinterested and unselfish kindness. It is very 
certain that if they had not the bushmen's welfare and greatest 
good at heart, they would not have given (gratuitously, as 
tbsy have done) bo muoh valuable time and labor on tbeir 
beludf. It is to be hoped that the bush people will appreciate 
this as it des^-ves, and I think they will. Bespectiog the 
resolutioD itself ; I am heartily glad that they have consented 
to a«t as a Board of Management for the Club another J'ear, 
and I hare very great pleasure in again repeating the 
resolution entrusted to my charge. (Applause.) 

Mr. T. O'Connell seconded, and the motion was carried 
with acclamation. 

The Chairman said he was glad they could speak ao well od 
on behalf of the others ; and if they had anything to au^;eBt 
to the Committee they would be glad to give it every attention. 
The work the gentlemen of the Board had performed had 
resulted satisfactorily, and he rejoiced that they would be re- 
appointed, for he knew they had the interests of the bushmen 
at beiu^. There were about 7,000 bushmen in the colony, 
moat of whom were single men, and if every one of them 
were to give .£1, they would be able to erect a handsome 
building, and it would be their own, for there was no vested 
interest in the institution ; if any land was bought, if any 
institution was built, it belonged to the bushmen, tutviug been 
bought with their own money. 

The resolution wa^carried. 

Mr. Giles apologized for the absence of Messrs. Blyth and 
Young, and returned thanks for the feelings the resolution 
expressed. He mentioned circumstances which led bim to 
be interested in the formation oi this Club, and stated that 
Mr. Angas had behaved nobly towards them. He had given 
^100, and had promised ^100 more. Mr. Elder, also, had 
not forgotten them, for he had been endeavouring to 
negotiate for a piece of land on which to erect Club 
premises ; and when ho came out no doubt there would be a 
final settlement. 

Mr. Gore moved — "That the thanks of this meeting are 
due tft J. H. Angas, Esq., J. P., for presiding ; and it is 
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gratifying that the buahmeu themaelvea continue to take bo 
much iatcrest in this nioTement, as their example ia 
Calculated to further the beat interesto of the inatitution." 
He spoke in high terms of Mr. Angaa, and also of 
"William." In commenting on what the latter had done, 
he said whatever satisfaction there might be in a oiao'B own 
mind in knowing the good he was doing, that no less 
exonerated them from acknowledging what their fHend 
" William" had done. He first walked through the length 
and breadth of the colonies, and felt aud suffered with 
buahmen. He (Mr. Gore) felt, looking at this, that there 
was a nobleuesB in man. He then cauie down to the city, 
and having obtained the assistance of a few gentlemen, his 
work assumed a practical form. He was glad to see that 
"William" had used the public press, which was the best 
way of bringing the Club into notice. He thought it would 
be very desirable to have a building like the Sailors' Home, 
and he did not see why they should not have a building 
equally as good. (Applanee.) 

The Hon. T. Eeynolds seconded, remarking that he 
noticed thanks were not rendered to other pastoral lessees of 
the Crown who had done a good deal in support of the 
institution. Referring to " William," he termed him the life 
and soul of this insthution ; and concluded by Baying that 
if a building was to be erected the bushmen alone would not 
be called on to contribute, but would receive support from 
others. The motion was carried; " William's" name, which 
was added, being received with loud and prolonged applause. 

Both the Chairman and " William" acknowledged the 
vote, the latter reading his reply as follows : — 

" I desire now with your kind permiaaion, Mr. Chairmao 
and gentlemen, to make a few remarks respecting the 
organization of this Club, and the wants it is designed to 
meet. All who know anything of the social and moral 
condition and habits of flie bushmen know that they suffer 
incalculable disadvantage for easy recreative intercourse with 
their fellows, which can only be indulged in under circum- 
stances which expose them to baneful temptations. When 
on the stations, their huts for the most part cannot supply 
this great went : crammed for room aa some of thetti aie, 
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deficieat in most of the accommodalionB necessary to 
comfort ; ill-Teutilated, ill-lighted, intolerably close in 
summer, inadequately warm in winter, fit neither for 
solitary reading, nor for cheerful converse with friends. 
There are needed for this class of men such clubs as this 
in which they may obtain — away from the demoralizing 
influences of the pnblio house — precisely the same kind of 
advantages as gentlemen usually find in their clubs. Bush- 
men, not less than others, require to meet oach other ; 
sometimes for business, sometimes for conversation, some- 
times for refreshment, or amusement, or mental improve- 
ment ; and until quite recently such meetings could nowhere 
be arranged but in connection with a certain amount of 
expenditure in intoxicating beverages. This Qlnb has been 
organized for the purpose of rescuing bushmen from these 
special disadvantages of their position— an object which few 
will deny to be both pressing and praiseworthy. The Club 
undertakes to do nothing for the class whose benefit it seeks 
■which they can more properly do for themselves. Its busi- 
ness is to put bushmen themselves in the way of securing to 
their xise all the social appliances required by their position ; 
it leaves it to them to find the necessary means, to subscribe 
to the rules and conditions, and to govern the interests of 
the institution through their Board of Mansgement. It 
acts chiefly with a view of awakening attention to the 
desirableness of eatablishing such clubs, of assisting them 
when formed by personal visits, correspondence, and the 
counsels of eaporience, and of developing its capacities for 
usefulness by co-operatiog one with another, and with a 
common central establishment. This is just the kind of aid 
which bushmen will most readily recognize and appreciate 
— aid which is stimulative and regulative of their own self- 
reliant exertions. They do not like to he treated as mere 
children in leading strings. They are thankful for such 
guidance as may be vouchsafed to them. Show them how 
they can help themselves, and you confer upon them a boon 
far more valuable than any amount of assistance which 
entirely supersedes their own efTorts. The mode in which 
the promoters have planned and hitherto conducted their 
enterprise presents a favourable example of the modest 



reticeuoo which men who aim at the welfere of their fellow- 
mea by meauB of a scheme of beaevolence are, I am sorry 
to Hay, too apt to forget. It must be remembered that 
wisdom and philanthropy do sot always go hand in hand. 
The best impulses of the heart are too frequently irustrated 
by the mbtakes of the head. Many a social and moral 
reform, the object of which commands general approbation, 
has utterly faQed. Some have even done more harm thaa 
good, owing to a singular want of adaptation of thn means 
to the end. This Club under the blessing of God has met 
with a fair measure of success, all things coDSidered. It has 
been comparatively but a very short time in existence, and 
only a little over sis months in working order ; but it has 
already acoomptished quite enough to prove its qualifications 
for doing much more good. In conclusion, I beg from my 
heart to thank publicly the Messrs. Angas, Young, Blyth, 
and Giles; also the numerous gentlemen and friends who 
have so nobly and cordially promoted the objects of the Club 
by presiding over our meetings, by initiating or taking part 
in the various subjects of discussion, and by furnishing much 
valuable information, or in other ways assisting our efforts. 
And I do trust that a like unanimity may ever exist among 
those who enjoy a position which thus enables them to assist 
those who are toiling on in an honourable endeavour to 
increase the morality, and consequently the happiness of 
their adopted country, for the establishment of themselves 
and those dependent upon them. For myself, I feel I am 
in honour bound not to leave the Club in this present and 
critical stage of its existence ; and on the requisition of 
many friends and members of the Club, I will (d.v.) give it 
for the Lord's sake a fi-ee helping hand for a while longer. 
I cannot at present promise any given time ; I can only say 
that if it flourishes I shall witlidraw, and leave to others the 
honour of working it out, but if it is likely to fail, I shall 
stand by the wreck to the last." 

Mr. T. O'CouneU, one of the members, suggested that a 
building more centrally situated should be provided for the 
Club. 

The Chairman, in replying, pointed out that the way 
to make the Club progress was to double the number of 



THS bubhhkh's CLDB. 203 

subBcribers. With regard to the building, be intimated that 
they bod been trying to get a suitable site ; and be also 
thought it would be better to hare it more in the centre of 
the oity, or near tbe Railway station. In conclusion, he 
trusted that that day would be only the beginning of many 
happy aad pleasant days which they would be able to spend 
in such epjoyment and deeirable recreation aa they had on 
that occasion experlenoed- 
The proceedings then terminated. 

The next thing w« hear of the Club is through the follow* 
ing short newspaper extract speaking of its continued success) 
aad a letter signed " Bushman," bewailing the folly of many 
men coming fi'om the country seeking to make tbe acquiuu' 
tanoe of their enemies in town in preference to their friends 
at the Home, as also their treatment by the Adelaide cab- 

" The Bushmen's Club. — For seTerol days lately there have 
been about twenty-six inmates at this institution, and there 
has been a difficulty in providing accommodation fur tbe 
increasing members who are desirous of sharing the comforts 
of the Home."— £yeniVij Journal, January 14, 1871. 

The " Bushman's" letter referred to above : — 

" TO THE EDITOR. 

" Sir — Hearing of your goodwill towards the working 
classes of this colony, I respectfully ask you to open juur 
valuable columns for a few words respecting the Bushmen's 
Club. Coming from a bushman, it may be all the more 
acceptable to some of your readers. You no doubt are aware 
that the Bushmen's Club has been opened about eight 
months; and I am sure you will be glad to learn that it is 
still progressing, with a fair share of success, to benefit the 
class whose name it bears; and not only bushmen, but 
working men of any class. There has been some opposi- 
tion to this movement, some of the nken for whose greatest 
good this Club has beea instituted blindly refusing to 
participato in its many advantages, and sooner than accept of 
its invaluable privil^es and benefits rush off into some of tbe 
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undeairable places which abound in Adelaide, and folloiriiig 
the old custom of shouting for all loafers, &c., are Boon com^ 
pelled to take the wallaby-track instead of the railway track 
to search for employment, with the bitter consciousueaa ot 
having again acted the fool. 

-" How is it that working men persist in refusing that which 
is fur their benefit, and so greedily take hold of that which 
they know in their hearts cannot be for their goodl I have 
noticed the backwardness of some of them to take advantage 
of this useful institution. Bushmen on their arrival iu 
Adelaide are iu most oases met either at the trains or busses 
by a warm friend from the Club who is willing to direct him 
to it. But I know by experience they too often turn away 
from their best friends to those questionable characters, who 
think that every penny the buahman is possessed of by right 
belongs to them, and therefore leave no means untried to 
posaesa themselves of their hard earnings. Then, and not 
till then, does the unfortunate man deplore his lamentable 
condition. Then, and not till then, does he know that if he 
had stopped at the Bushmen's Club he would have escaped 
all that. If any man thinks there is ought wrong at the 
Bushmen's Club let him ask any respectable man, and in nine 
cases out of ten he will get for answer — 'The Bushmen's 
Club^ Why, my good fellow, there never was in Adehude a 
better place for you to atop at. Go there, by all means, go 
there, and you will never regret your choice. Your bush 
friends are there to receive you ; men of your own class are 
there, with whom you can associate without fear of being 
fleec«i. You will find much there for your good. I advise 
you to go there, and try whether it is so or not.' In con- 
clusion, I would caution all persons coining from the conntry 
not to be decoyed by false representations, but go and see for 
themselves. Another thing I am credibly informed is, that 
men have entered cabs with the intention of going to the 
Bushmen's Club, ^Vhitmore-square, who have been put down 
at other places. Asking pardon for trespassing so much ou 
your time and Bpace, 

" I am, Sir, &&, 

« BUBHHAir. 

"Adelaide, Jaaiuuy 27, 1871." 
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A clipping from the Northern Argut also speaks of the ill- 
practice of " oheque melting" aa follows;— 

" This ceremony has been rather frequent of late in Clare, 
and those engaged in it — principally shearers from nortjieni 
runs — have, instead of visiting the Bushmen's Club, or coa- 
-duoting themselves like rational beings, been conspicuous in 
free fights and unlimited brawls." 

The following ia a letter from a bushman living in New 
South Wales, as taken from the Evening Journal, Februaiy 
3, 1871;— 

" BosnHBN'a Club, — This institution is fast acquiring 
■celebrity and popularity. The following letter, juat received 
by one of the first Committee, will show how the action taken 
in South Australia to. found the Bushmen's Club has met 
with approval in the neighbouring colony : — 

"'Momba, New South Wales, Janiiaiy 6, 1871. 

" 'Honoured Sir — Having accidently seen a printed copy 
■of the address to bushmen by " WjUiam," I cannot keep back 
— being a bushman myself— my admiration and humble 
thanks for the gracious interest taken in trying to provide a 
home for the lonely ones of the bush by a few of the good 
men of South AustrfFFia. Dare I hope that the rules and 
regulations of your eetitblishment permit a stranger (who feela 
a lively interest in the welfare cf all bushmen) who lives at 
present in this colony — New South Wales — to be an annual 
■Bubscriber to your homel I may not have an opportunity of 
visiting your establishment perhaps for a long time; but let 
that be as it is, I may, in the meanwhile perhaps have the op- 
portunity of engaging the in^rest of my fellow-bushmen in 
behalf of their own benefit in your established home. I do 
not know if enclosed cheque for £5 ia sufficient for an annual 
subscription; if not, will you oblige me by letting me knowt 
-and if it should be more money than required, please wUl you 
-oblige me, Honoured Sir, to let it go to the benefit of the 
Home. May I humbly ask if you in your kindness will send 
me a copy of the regulations of your place, which by showing 
to my feUow-men hereabout may lead through it, I humbly 
hope, to some benefit to themselves^ for, alas, it is sorely 



206 HISTOBT OT 

needed to take them by the hand and ehovr that there is yet 
something better on this earth than only harshness, ooldnesa, 
miatniat, &o., &c. Maj Almighty God in all his goodoesa be 
with this beautiful undertaking of youra J 

" 'I remain in all ainoerity, a humble bushmaa, 

" 'Joseph SBLioMAinr. 
" 'To the Treasurer and Secretary of the 
Bushmen's Home, Adelaide,'" 

At the first meeting of the Board of Management for the 
year 1871, which was held on the 3rd of Februaiy, there 
were present Messrs. C. B. Yoni^ (ohairmau), H. Giles. The 
Hon. Superintendent reported that in December, 1870, 1,000 
reports of annual meeting had been printed, and many sent 
to members and friendsof the institution; that an act of theft 
had been committed by one of the boarders (not a bushmaa 
he was happy to say) of three books from the Club Lbrary, 
which had been presented by Q. F. Angas, Esq., named res- 
pectively " Faith and Victory," " Memoirs of Ekninent 
Christians," and " The End of all Things" — the thief waa 
arrested, pleaded guilty, and was sent to gaol for four months; 
that a " runner" had been attached to the staff to meet the 
trains, steamers, blisses, &o.; that he had been compelled to 
again increase the quantity of bedding &c., as twenty-four 
boarders had arrived, and there was a probability of more 
coming, and be pointed out that more sleeping accommodation 
was absolutely necessary; that he respectfully asked for 
another servant to keep the establishment up to the mark, as 
the work was increasing; that the drain^;e was bad, and had 
been imperfectly remedied; that sand and gravel was neces- 
sary to harden the ground around the house before the rains 
set in; and that it would be necessary to obtain a larger range 
for cooking, as the old one was too small and fit only for an 
ordinary private family, and not for a large niunber of men. 
Receipts from all sources, ^81 I69. id. Total number of 
tickets issued to end of December, 292. He further reported 
that in the month of January, 1871, the disposable number of 
beds had increased to 30 ; that Mr. S. Tomkinson had sent a 
few books and periodicals to the Club; that the Club property, 
estioiated at £300, had been insured; that he had called on 
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Mr. Hoaking (aa desired by the Board) and that geutlemaa 
had agreed that the tenanc; should be oontinued at the 
former rate, via., £110, for the remainder of his lease; and 
that Bome arrangement should be made respecting parents in 
the bush sending their Ix^ to sohool in the city. ReceiptB- 
from all sources for January, £70 83. 4d.; tickets issued to 
date, 303. 

The sum of five guineas having been subscribed for a flag- 
among the inmates of the Clul^ it was resolved bj them, 
with the consent of the Management, to make the hoisting 
of it a public and formal matter, to which their mates in town 
were to be invited. See the following advertisement: — 

" KoTicK TO BoaHifEV. — Bushmen and their friends are in- 
formed that the United Bushmen's Club Fh^ will (o.v.) b& 
fonuallf hoisted on Friday, 17th instant, at 2 p.m. There 
will afterwards be games, &c., on the South Park Lands, and 
in the evening an amateur eutertunment at the Club. 
Several gentlemen have consented to give their servicea 
gratuitously. All bushmen and their friends in town, 
whether members or not, are respectfully invited. Further 
particulars this evening. 

"'William,' Hon, Superintendent." 

The evening papers, to draw attention to the entertainment, 
had in their columns the following announcements : — 

From the Evening Journal: — " Bushmen's Home. — All 
bushmen now in Adelaide are invited to an entertainment to- 
be given this evening at the Club-house, Wbitmore-square. 
In the afternoon the United Bushmen's Club flag is to 'unfurl 
its blasonry,' and a number of games are to be played upon 
the South Pork Lands." 

From the Express — " This afternoon the United Bush- 
men's Club flag will be fermaUy hoisted. Games, &c., will 
follow on the Park Lauds, and there will be an amateur 
entertainment in the evening at the Club-house." 

Here follows the description of the proceedings at tha 
hoisting of the flag, as taken from the next day's Excess; — 

" The Bdshmbk's Club. — This institution, which has 
been established about fourteen months, has been attended 
with very considerable success, and is, no doubt, exercising 



A beneficial influence. The number of inmates at the 
present time is twenty-six. On Triday eSiemoon tbe 
ceremony of formally hoisting the Club's flag took place 
at the Home, Whitmore-square, in the presence of between 
thirty and forty bushmea. The ceremony waa performed 
by Mr. D. Murray, M.P., and on the flag reaching 
the top of the pole the bushmen gave three hearty cheers, 
and the Concordia Band struck up ' Home, Sweet Home.' 
The flag, which has beeu purohaaed by the inmates, is a very 
pretty one. The colours are red, white, and blue, and on it 
are the words ' United Bushmen's Club.' Amongst the 
visitors were the Rev. Jas. Lyall, and Messrs. W. H. Charnook 
and Jas. Smith. After the hoisting of the flag, 

Mr. Murray said he was pleased that they had succeeded 
in inaugurating such a Club, but his pleasure was still 
greater in knowii^ that the hoisting of the flag was a signal 
that the institution was to be a permanent one. During the 
past year it bad been an experiment, N^ow, however, the 
case was diflerent, for the institution had reached a stage 
when it might be considered to be self-supportii^, which 
could not he said of clubs of a higher standing than the 
Bushmen's Club, for appeals had often to be made to the 
members for contributions to defray the expenses. He 
congratulated them on the fact, and also that it was likely to 
he a permanent institution, and one likely to be of benefit to 
South Australia. It was Ukewiae probable that it would 
have an influence for good beyond the limits of the colony. 
He would mention that " William," the Hon. Superinten- 
dent, had received a letter from a gentleman in Western 
Australia (Mr. E. H. Lawrence) asking to he furniuhed with 
particulars of the Home, with a view to the establishment 
of a similai- institution in that province. It waa gratifying 
that their example should be followed ; and he trusted that 
they were commencing a movement which would be taken 
up in all the colonies, and be productive of immense 
advantage. It was necessary that bushmen, as well as 
BEulora, should have their Home or Club to which they could 
go ; and he believed that the former were in a better portion 
than seamen to maintain and derive benefit from such an 
institution. He visited the institution on the previous 
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ovening, and vas plefised with the appearMioe of comfort h^ 
fbuud. He waa confident that the accommodation w^ 
superior to that of very many hotels, and ho believed the 
iamates agreed nith him, for those he saw Beemed to.be 
enjoying theniselveB. The words on the flag " United 
Bufihmen's Club" met with his approbation. He believed 
that it was a united club, and that it would occasion a feeling 
of unity among the busbmen that had not previously existed 
— a feeding that would lead to beneficial results. The aim 
of the Superintendent now was to provide jncreased 
accommodation, especially better sleeping accommodation. 
He trusted that this year, which was more favourable than 
its predecessor, the Committee would be able t.o provide 
more accommodation, so as to bo able to accommodate from 
fifty to sixty men. He congratulated the bushmcn upon the 
success of the institution because it was their own move- 
ment ; what had'been attained was not the result of the 
«£Fbrte of esiployerS) but of the efforts of the bnshmen 
themselves ; consequently they had a right to call the Club 
their own. They raised the money for commencing the 
institution, and they bad contributed the necessary funds for 
carrying it out ; and with them rested all the merit. He 
^vonld conclude by asking them to give three cheers for the 
Biuhmen's Club. 

Cheers were then heartily given for the Club, for "William," 
Mad for Mr. Murray. 

The Kev. James Lyall did not know that be could add 
anything, but he would say that he heartily rejoiced in the 
success of the movement. The institution mig^t now be 
regarded as having been established on a sure foundation, 
-and it was a source of great pleasure to him that the move- 
ment had been so cordially entered into by the bushmen. 
The Club was in no way a charitable institution : the bush- 
men could go there juat the same as other men went to their 
«lubs. He wished the institution success, and prayed that 
{ikid would bless it, and that it might lead to much good in 
this colony, and as an example be a means of benetit in the 
'Other colonies. Great credit was due to " WUIiaQi ■" his 
perseverance was deserving of all praise, and the suucess of 
the institution must be very gratifying to him. 
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Mr. Murray explained that Mr. J. H. Angas, who was to 
hare hoisted the fl^, had been prevented from doing bo by 
indiapoaition. 

The proceedings then termiuated. 

Later in the afternoon an adjournment waa made to the 
South Park Lands, where games of cricket, quoits, and 
football were engaged in ; and, judging from the zest -with 
which the bushmen entered into the sports in spite of the 
hot weather, they seemed thoroughly to enjoy themselyes. 
There were among the visitors a number of city Arabs, who 
were enticed to eng^e in three-legged racea and other sports, 
much to the amusement of the bystanders, and apparently 
reaped a rich harvest. In the evening a supper was given 
at the Club-house, at which a large number, including many 
Tisitors, sat down. An amateur entertainnient followed, and 
Mr. C. B. Young, J. P., presided. In opening the proceed- 
ings, the Chairman remarked that it was with very much 
regret he had to announce that the President (Mr. Angas) 
had, in consequence of indisposition, been prevented &om 
taking part in that evening's proceedings. A substitute had 
been found to hoist the flag in Mr. David Murray, M.P. ; 
and now they had his unworthy self in the chair. The flag 
hoisted that afternoon — on which were the words " United 
Bushmen's Club" — was intended as an emblem of the union 
that it implied. He hoped the sentiment would be 
thoroughly endorsed by all the members, and that all would 
see the unanimity that existed. It was an advantage to 
men to be able to meet — not as they used to do formerly in 
public-houses to knock down their heavy cheques in drink, 
but in a place where social intercourse and healthful 
recreation could be obtained. He might say that the Club 
had been as successful as the m<Ht sanguine could have 
anticipated. They did not expect to see a large number of 
people in the Home, for that would show that the state of 
the colony was not very prosperous, but it was intended that 
men coming down to Adelaide for a little spell should have 
some place to oome to, where they would be properly looked 
after and comfortably provided for. It was the endeavour 
of the Snpenutendent to promote the happiness of the 
inmates, and in that he had certainly succeeded. There 
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were now three hnndrtid and sixteen subscribers to the Club^ 
nhioh looked as if the advantages offered were thoroughly 
appreciated. They must Bee that the institution had out- 
grown itself, and that the Board of Management had long 
considered the present premiaes too small ; oud had ther& 
not been obBtacles, a larger place would have been obtained, 
or the present premises extended ; but they hoped, however, 
that in time eomethii^ would he done in that way. He was 
not aware of the Superintendent being obliged to close the- 
doors to any applicants on account of this : and what they 
required was a large and airy place, with dormitories capable- 
of accommodating fifty persons at least. The pecuniary 
matters had also been satisfactory, for the Club was self- 
supporting. The promoters intended to build a " Bushmen's 
Home," but they wished to see how things would be managed 
on a rather small scale before undertaking so great a 
responsibility. Now, seeing how bright were the prospects, 
he hoped considerable extensions would be made, and that 
the Club would not only continue to be self-supporting, but 
that a sufficient sum would be left to become the nucleus of 
the building fund. He had paid the Club several visits, 
and the management under the Superintendent " William" 
appeared to be a credit to him, and he was sure "William" 
was gratified with the present position of affairs. He was. 
sorry to say that their labour-office was not valued, nor did 
persons avail themselves of it» advantages as could have- 
been desired. It did not seem to be remembered that in 
such a place there always was an opportunity of engaging 
good men. The Committee had hoped that the business of 
a labour-office would have been carried on, and that persons 
requiring bushmen would come and suit themselves. No- 
heavy charge was made to those seeking employment. He 
hoped they had spent an enjoyable day. Several recitations 
were then given by amateurs — one especially, entitled 
" Tarnation Strange" evoked much merriment, and all 
seemed to be appreciated. The entertainment concluded 
with a temperance ditty, the company joining in the chorus. 
The Chairman remarked that two or three pieces having 
reference to temperance, which had been given that evening, 
reminded him that he had omitted to state that the Clul> 
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had been eBtablished on temperance principles. Many 
persons favourable to tlie movement couBidered that this 
would have a prejudicial effect, but it would be Been that 
" William" was qitite right in making such a proTision. 
Befreshmenta, provided in an adjoining room, having been 
partaken of, the proc«eding8 terminated. 

The Club was rapidly progresBing at this time. On the 
night of February 26, 1871, two men applied for admission. 
The beds were all engaged, and as they did not feel disposed 
to rough it for the night they refused to accept the accom- 
modation proffered, and took upon themselves to make their 
grievance known l^ a letter to the papers. It will be Been 
by this that it was really necessary more room should 
speedily be provided. 

"to the editor. 

" Sir — I have read a great deal iu your papers about the 
Bushmen's Club, but, generally speaking, it has been all iu 
praise. Though ngreeing with much that has been aaid, I 
cannot but think the time has oome for making increased ac- 
-comodation for the members. Last week the Club House 
was so full that beds had to be made on the floor. If the 
institution is to niaintain its hold on the men who have 
enrolled their names, additional Bleeping-rooma must bo 
provided, and that without delay. I hope a hint will be 
-deemed sufficient. 

" I am. Sir, &c., 

" Bushman. 
— Express, Febmary 27, 1871," 

The following on the above is taken from the Notice to 
CorrespoudentB in the Adver titer: — 

" The Bushmen's Club. — We hare made enquiry respeoting 
the letter from two bushmen, and are informed that they 
.applied at the Club late in the evening, when there was no 
room to spare. If, however, they will try again at a more 
reasonable hour they will find good accommodation and a 
hearty welcome." 

A few days later the same paper had the following 
notice : — 
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" Bualinmii. — We cannot open our columns day after day 
to explain why two bushmen, who arrived late at the Clii^. 
and when it wae full, failed to secure accommodatiou. The 
same thing might happen at the best-regulated hotel." 

The nest monthly meeting was held on March 2, 1871, 
Present — Messrs. H. Giles (chair), C. B. Young. The usual 
monthly accounts were passed for payment, &c. 

" William," the Hon. Superintendent's report showed that 
the highest number yet reached (33) was attained during the 
past month. On February 6 he had receiTed from Mr. J. 
Hosking a letter, contents as follows: — 

"February 6, 1871. 

"Dear Sir — Sir Charles Cooper's trustees have this day 
informed me Cthrough their agent Mr. Spence) that no 
extension of time will be given as regfu^s the Whitmore- 
aquare property — in other words, that Sir Charles Cooper 
wishes the property sold; and that unless ' the right of pur- 
chase' under which it is now held is exercised within the term, 
named in the lease, the Trustees must have possession, that 
they may sell it themselves. You will see, therefore, that I 
cannot offer to extend the present tenancy beyond the 1st of 
July nest — that will be just four months over the twelve- 
months — the terms to be similar in every respect to those in 
the agreement now in force. If this meet your approbation 
a fresh agreement can be made out for the said term. 
" I am, Sir, &c., 

"James Hosking. 

" To ' William,' Hon. Superintendent of Club." 

The Superintendent's report goes on to say that a note 
was received on the 20th February, from the same gentle- 
man to the Board of Management. 

"WiUiam" suggested that the trustees of Sir Charles 
Cooper be waited upon, aud enquiry made as to whether they 
positively refuse to let or lease the premises for the use of the 
Bushmen's Club, it having been rumoured that the property 
was to be cut up and sold in building allotments at the ex- 
piration of Mr. Hosking's lease, if he (Mr. Hosking) did not 
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exercise his right of purchase, that steps might he taken to 
procure (in good aeason) some other suititble place; he sng- 
gested th&t a building fund would probably be the best way 
out of the present difficulty, a kind of Joint-Stock Company, 
formed among the bush people and their friends — scrip or 
shares might be sold to the amount of say £2,060. He did 
not think it would be a difficult matter to sell this ttmotrnt 
among 7,000 bushmen, if the shares were placed at about JH 
each. He waa afraid that if the arrival of T. Eider, Esq., 
was awaited from England, it would perhaps place the Club 
in JBOpardy, aa the term of the lease and tenancy was growing 
so short. The bushmen were agitating to hold a meeting 
among themselves at the Club, to devise some scheme for 
raising money to secure the present premises and extend 
operations, and seemed ausions to do all they could to 
strengthen the hands of their friends, and they were only 
awaiting the result of the present Board meeting, ao aa not to 
compromise the Board in any way. " William" stated that the 
Club at its pi'esent size could not make much profit supposing 
it to he always full, and that a large dormitery was particularly 
needed to accommodate about 50 persons; also that there was 
now no indoor smoking-room, there having been two at the 
beginning, but they had become of necessity merged — one of 
them into the dining apartment, and the other for sleeping 
accommodation — and that the year's tenancy would expire on 
the 14th April, and a new arrangement would then have to 
be made as regwiied the premises. Total receipts for the 
past month, £86 4s. 3d.; number of tickets issued, 324. 

Resolved by the Board of Management — 

"That, as the Superintendent had been applied to by 
bushmen who were willing to contribute to raise a fund for 
the purchase or erection of a suitable building, he is herel^ 
authorized to raise funds in the way be considers best, and 
thua provide for the fuller prosperity of the Club." 

Mr. Hosting replied to the Board's enquiry about the 
premises, that the tenancy can be retained until February 1, 
on the terms at present in force. The Board of Man^;ement 
stated that they were not in a position te ofier te purchase the 
property at that time, but would be glad to continue the 
tenancy as proposed by Mr. Hosking. 
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On the evening of the day after the usual mouthly meeting 
the bnslunen aasemhled on the premises to consider the beat 
means of raising funds for the purpose spoken of in the above 
report. The result will be seen from the following day's 
paper, as under; — 

"A meeting of the members of the Biishmen's Club was 
held at th6 Home, Whitmore-square, ou Friday evening, ■ 
March 3, to take into consideration the necessity of raising a 
Building or Eitension Fund; also, the best means to adopt 
for the attainment of the object. There were twenty-five bush- 
meu present, and Mr. Edward CUfton, one of the members, 
presided. He said he thought they as well as himself under- 
stood the object of the meeting, which was to raise a sufficient 
sum for the purchase of the property for a Bushmen's Home. 
Every true-hearted bushman, he was sure, would desire to see 
this object attained, hut it was for the meeting to say 
whether the funds should be raised by the issue of shares 
confined to the members of the Club, or whether they should 
be raised by general subscription. The Home wanted exten- 
sion, but he did not know bow that desired object was to be 
attained if more bushmen did not come forwai-d and join the 
Club, which was a most deserving institution, and worthy of 
all support. They had received a good deal of assistance 
from outside, but he would appeal to the bushmen for their 
co-operation. The Honorary Superintendent, "William," 
read the minute of the Managing Committee as follows:— 
' The Honorary Superintendent haa been apphed to by bush- 
men who are willing, to contribute to or raiae a fund for the 
purchase or erection of a suitable building. He is hereby 
authorized to raise funds in the way ho considers best, and 
thus provide for the further prosperity of the Club.' Mr. 
James Campbell moved — 'That steps be taken to secure this 
property, or a portion of it, for the purposes of the Club.' 
Mr. John Campbell seconded. Carried. ' William' then 
read a letter from Mr. James Hosking, who held the lease 
of tlie property, stating that the trustees of Sir Charles 
Cooper had that day informed him that no extension of time 
would be given as regarded the Whitmore-square property. 
Ho vtsbed the property sold, and unless the right of purchase 
under which it was held be exercised within the term named 
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in the lease (Ut July), the trustees mtist have poesessioD, 
that they might sell it themselves, Mr. T. O'Connell moved 
— 'That a regular canyass for snbsoripttona be made 
throughout the bush, and that if aufGcient money be oot 
raised in this way, the aubacriptions be returned if desired, 
and funds rtused in another way.' Mr. B. East seconded the 
motion, which was carried after a little diacitssioo. Mr. 
Potter moved, and Mr. Burton seconded — ' That a Sub- 
Committee of three, inclndiug the Hon. Superiuteudent, be 
appointed to draw up a circular to the bushmeu of Australia, 
appealing to them all on behalf of this institution, and to take 
such other steps as may be needed for the furtherance of the 
work; also that this meeting respectfully suggest to the 
Board of Management that a circular emanating from them 
might be advantageously aent to the sheepfarmers, stock- 
owners, managers and overseers of runs, soliciting their 
oo-operatioD, and asking them to use their influence, and 
kindly undertake the transmission of any sums of money that 
might be collected among the men to tJie Superintendent in 
Adelaide.' A Sub-Committee, consisting of the Hon. Super- 
tnteodent and Measrs. Stewart and Watson, was appointed. 
Mr. A. R. Stewart proposed and Mr. Clark aeconded — ' That 
" William" be respectfully requited to undertake the 
management of this matter on the buahmen's behalf, and see 
to the carrying out of the wishes of this meeting in det^L' 
Carried. Mr. i&men Campbell moved — 'That all amounts of 
.£1 and upwards be advertised in the Observer and Chronicle 
as a receipt for the money.' Mr. John Campbell seconded, 
and the motion was carried. Mr. East moved a vote of 
thanks to the Preaa, and in doing so said bushmen owed a 
great debt of gratitude to the Press of the colony for its 
influence. Mr. Peter Campbell, shearer's cook, seconded the 
motion in laudatory terms, and it was carried. A vote of 
thanks, on the motion of Mr. A. K. Stewart seconded by Mr, 
T. O'Connell, passed to the Chairman closed the' proceedings. 
A subscription-list was at once opened for the attainment of 
the desired object, and several names attached." 

The following is a copy of the address prepared by the 
Sub-Committee for distribution among the bushmen of the 
colony, as resolved at the meeting held Much 3, 1871:— 
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THB bubhiien'b club. 217 

"Bushxen's Clqb, Adelaide. 

"Brother Buahmen and Friends — We, a Sub-Committee 
appointed at a meeting of busfamen, held at the Clnb on 
March 3, 1871 (see enclosed report), appeal to you all on 
behalf of your own best interest, to come forward and support 
and patronize your own Society, and thus at once and for 
«ver put a stop to the false arguments of those who say that 
the bushmen of South Australia never will support a Ctub of 
their own, nor any other good thing. A trial of about ten 
months has proved what the Club is capable of doing for all 
those who make it their home. We would not at this time 
ask your support, but me are satisfied that the time bai 
really come for ua one and all, married and single, as bush- 
men, to come forward and support our own Society. 

" We spealc to you aa brother buahmen. We are bush- 
men, and we appe^ to you all as such, and we also appeal 
in a good cause. We have fully identified ourselves with the 
Club as members; we have men how it ia managed, and we 
are perfectly satisfied with it; we have partaken of its 
advantages, and we know with your kind help what it is still 
capable of doing for the best interests of bnshnien generally. 

" That our Clnb has not got enemies, secret and avowed, 
we dare not say; for what movement for good was ever with- 
out enemies^ But we may safely say that while its enemies 
are few, its friends are many. Come forward then, all yon 
who are lukewarm and half-hearted, and fully identify your- 
selves with us to further this movement. This is to be done 
by helping ua with your hearty co-operation — not only in the 
matter of money, but in making the Club your home on your 
visits to town, and making it known among others. We- 
are sure that if you were Mly aware of the comforts to be 
obtained, and the benefits to be derived by so doing, there 
would be no necessity for this appeal. Ask any men you 
know, who have been stopping at the Club, and they will be 
far better able to tell you of its many adTant^;es than we 
can possibly do; but as space is rather Umited, 'the least said 
the soonest mended,' we would rather let the institution 
prove itself. 

* ■ 8- 
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" No man who ib a thorough tme-hearted buahmaa will or 
can withhold a helping hand from this moat worthy under- 
taking on the present ocoasion, for there ia & rather high 
rental, which hanga like a miUatone around our necks, and if 
with this drag we can hold our ground, what may we not 
expect when this obetaole is removed) Cramped as we now 
are for room we ahail never be able to carry out the original 
intention of establishing a fund for the relief of aged, sick, or 
distressed bushmen. Becolleot, the rent and rates amount to 
about £120 per annum. If we were in a position (instead of 
paying this amount away) to bank it, wo should soon be able 
to help the aged and worthy membere of our own class. 

" We wish now to say a few words to the married people 
in the bush. A man may be married, but that does not 
prevent his being a buahman. We hope to see a larger 
number of our married friends assist in supporting this Club, 
and helping us with their mites, and by doing ao ahow that 
their interests are identical with their aingle mates, and that 
in helping ua they are indirectly helping thomaelvea. 

" There are thousands of busmen in this colony, and if 
each man would come forward and subscribe what he could 
afford, an institution could be provided second to none in the 
country. Bushmen! stand by and help us with yonr willing 
hearts and hands to build or extend our Club, which shall 
take its place in the history of the colonies, and you will have 
the honour of helping to establish upon a firm basis a noble 
institution, which has not its counter part in the southern 



" Let no bushman who reads this appeal say that he i» 
ignorant of the desit^ of this collection, but put his ahoulder 
to the wheel. There will be subeoription-lists sent with these 
circulars to each known head-atation in the colony, and we 
would respectfully ask you all to place your otuneB upon 
them without delay. 

" Many and great difficulties connected with the Club have 
by God's help been overcome, and with His further tdessing 
upon our labours we hope for a speedy solution of the present 
question. 

" Bushmen, your Club is not in danger, but we want more 
room; we want to enlarge the present accommodation; we 
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-want to be free, to be enabled to do more good than it is 
poB^ble for as to do in our preaent confined condition. The 
house is not sofflciently large to accommodate more boarders 
than sufficient to pay its way, which it will do if always 
filled. We therefore ask you to help us with liberal subscrip- 
tions and willing hearts, to extend in some way our present 
boundaries, to help ub to buy or build a more suitable Club- 
House, and extend our operations, so that we may be able to 
heartily welcome as many of you as may come to stop at the 
Bushmen's Home. 

"William Watson, 1 Members 

"Alexander K. Stbwakt, > of Sub- 

"'William,' Superintendent of Club, J Committee. 

"March, 1871." 

The foregoing address was sent to the sheepfarmers, 
managers, &o., accompanied with a report of the meeting and 
the following circolar : — 

" Committee-Koom, Bushmen's Club, Adelaide. 

" Bespected Sir — A scheme for rising subscriptions in aid 
of a Building or Extension Fund for the above-named Club 
having now been fairly set before the public, and the desir- 
ableness of the movement affirmed by the bushmen them- 
selves, with the details of which you are no doubt familiar, I 
have, therefore, only to intimate that I am directed by the 
Board of Mani^gement — Messrs. C. B. Young, N. Blyth, and 
H. Giles — to forward to you a subscription-list (see report of 
meeting enclosed), and respectfully ask you to co-operate 
with them iu making a systematic canvass among the people 
in your employ, and to use your best endeavours to induce 
them to contribute to this desirable object. 

"The cheque for the amount contributed by the men 
should be sent in with each list to ' William,' Hon. Superin- 
tendent of the Club, Adelaide, to prevent unnecessary 
expense and anxiety, and to enable the Board to make the 
necessary arrangements for effecting the object contemplated. 

" As each list sent out is numbered and registered, it is 
requested that ^eat oace be taken that they be returned t^ 
the Slst day of May, 1871 (blank or otherwise), that they 
may be accounted for, and scratched <^ the register j or u 
xoiuaid or lost, a few words written to that effect will be very 
k2 



thankfully received. The Board will furnish coutxibutors 

occasion^y with reports of pn^ess, &c. 

"N.B. — Will you please either to distribute or nail up ia 
some conspicuous place the papers enclosed with the list for 
the information of the men, and in this way further the 
movement. Managers and overseers are not asked to be 
continually putting their hands in their pockets; what is 
wanted is their hearty co-operation in this matter, as it is 
felt sure that with this combined effort, if a thorough canvass 
ia made among the bushmen, means will be forthcoming to 
make the Club entirely self-Bupporting in the future. 

"Believing au apology needleaa for trespassing on your 
valuable time in so good a cause, 
" I am, respected Sir, 

" On behalf of the Board of Management, 
" 'William,' Hon. Superintendent B. Club. 

"Maich, 1871." 

The printed reports of the meeting held on 3rd March had 
appended to them for the general information of the bush 
people the following ; — 

"Labour Dbfartuent. 

" All kinds of Bush Labour can be obtained at this Club. 
All orders for men — by post, telegraph, or otherwise — carefully 
and punctually attended to, and executed if practicable. 

"Employers in want of hands are respectfully informed 
that a good class of men may be obtained at this Labour 
OfGce, and they are requested to give it a trial and patroiyze 



Members on registry Is. 

Do. on engagement Is. extra. 

Non-Members on registry Is. 

Do. on engagement 2s. 6d. extra. 

" Employers sending for men should give all possible time 
to select them, and the maximum rate of wages to be g^ven. 
" N.B. — You will observe there is no fee charged to the 
employers for'hiring labour, their custom being desired. 
■" Bushmen's Club, Whitmore-equare, Adelaide." 
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Bespeoiing the circular drawa up by the Sub-Committee 
appointed for that purpose, the RegUter hEtd the following 
kind remarks ; — 

"The Bushmen's Clur — We learn that the Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed at a meeting of bushmen, held at the Club 
on March 3, are distributing throughout the stations copies 
of the proceedings, accompanied by a circular appealing for 
increased help and sympathy. As the movement to which 
we now refer has lieen initiated, and is being carrisd out by 
bushmen themselves, apart from the other supporters of the 
institution, the representations made and arguments adduced 
are likely to have we^ht with such as have not hitherto 
identified themselves with the Home. The present appeal 
is a hearty and stirring one, grounded upon the beneflts 
already conferred by the Olub, its proved usefulness, and the 
advantages which a more general support would enable the 
conductors to offer. The Committee speak feelirkgly of the 
need for increased room. What is needed is ^wider field 
and the power to do more good. The Home is an established 
fact, and there is little fear that those who once visited it 
will afterwards place themselves in the hands of crimps and 
spungers, but accommodation is needed for larger numbers, 
and the benefits procarable,'apart from residence, required to 
be made more widely known. The Sub-Committee of bush- 
men, to secure the objects they seek, have done wisely in 
sending out these documents, and we wish them every success 
in their laudable endeavour." — March 9, 1871. 

The following are the Adoerttser'a remarks on the same 
subject :— 

" A Sub-Committee, recently appointed by the members of 
the Bushmen's Club, has drawn up a circular for distribution 
amongst bushmen throughout the colony. The circular is 
signed by Messrs. Wm. Watson, Aleiaader M. Stewart, and 
'William,' the Hon, Superintendent of the Home, and 
urgently appeals to all bushmen for their earnest and practi- 
cal oo-oporation on behalf of an institution which is calculated 
to benefit them so largely, and afibrd comfort to them on 
their visits to Adelaide. It is pointed out that the Club has 
tdready proved a success; but the Committee are desirous of 
extending the influence of the Home by securing a more 



suitable CIub-HouBe, vhere a larger number of lodgers iiia7 
be accommodated. " This, however, cannot be acoompliahed 
without money, (md bushmen — ^both married and single — 

are therefore appealed to to subscribe to the Home, so that 
the Committee may be in a position to enlarge the present 
premises, or purchase another place. Circulars, accompanied 
by a report of the last meetii^ of the Club, are to be 
forwarded to every known head-station in the colony, respect- 
fully soliciting the subscriptions of bushmen in behalf of the 
Home." — March 9, 1871. 

A few days after the meeting held by the bushmen on 
March 3, a temperance lecturer, late a shearer's cook, who 
was present at that meeting, commenced an agitation among 
the inmates to subvert and overthrow the existing order of 
things at the Club, and introduce a new system more 
agreeable to his own way of thinking. The Hon. Super- 
intendent considered it his duty to report all the circum- 
stances of this case to the Board of Management. The 
whole affair proved such a failure, and the absurdities of the 
movement were afterwards so thoroughly transparent and 
exposed, that the particulars of what might have turned out 
a serious matter to the bushmen if the instigator had had 
the power to make it so, will no doubt be acceptable to the 

First, attention was called by the Superintendent to the 
fact that the whole transaction was contrary to the existing 
Kules of the institution under which Campbell, as well as 
all other members, were admitted to partake of the benefits 
of the Club. It is distinctly stated in those Bules " That if 
there are any reasonable complaints that cannot be adjusted 
by the Superintendent, it should be reported to any monthly 
or special meeting of the Board." The t^tator, who 
persuaded a couple of inmates to aot with him, went round 
to each individual boarder in the Club with an advertisement 
of his own framing, designed to call a general meeting to 
carry out his own views, at the same time collecting money- 
subscriptions from the inmates, to enable him to give tins 
advertisement publicity; when this was done, the said 
advertisement was brought to the Superintendent, and fas 
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vas told that it was to, be inserted in the newspapers ; that 
it was only as a matter of form and compliment that it was 
ehown to him, and that whether he signed or approved of it 
or not, the meeting would be called, anyhow, on their own 
account, to alter the present arrangement. The idea was to 
form a Board of lUanagement of their own choosing — no 
doubt with a view to get the control of the funds into their 
own hands if possible, to oust all the present officers and 
servauts, and choose their own. Unfortunately for the 
success of their movement, the advertisement bore the 
signature of only two members of the Club according to the 
constitution, who seem to have been cajoled into the plot by 
over-perenasion, and induced to believe that this revolutionary 
movement was for their good. The Superintendent called 
-attention to the fact that it would be an iUegal and improper 
meeting, and that any resolution passed could have no effect 
without the sanction of a majority of the trustees ; and pointed 
out that the advertisement produced had only the 
signature of two members, the other eight who had signed 
being non-members of the Club. He also stated that if any 
such advertisement should appear publicly, he, as Manager of 
the institution, and on behcdf of the abs^t members, would 
put in a counteracting advertisement; and even if there 
should be such an illegal meeting got together, it should not 
he held on the Club premises. Ho further told them that if 
they should succeed in holding a meeting anywhere else, 
their resolutions would be valueless ; while, if they carried 
out the idea of having a paid Superintendent — which was 
one of the points they insisted upon — that he would 
certainly not accept it, but would give np bis connection 
with the institution altogether, 

It would not be just to absent members of the institution 
for any person to alter the constitution, rules, or manage- 
ment, or right to leave it in the power of any ambitious or 
unprincipled man or clique to nuse a disturbance, and make 
others dissatisfied with the institution. 

The Hon. Superintendent ought to have been con- 
sulted in such a matter as a reorganization of the Club 
or rules, ^ce he held the proxies on behalf of more than 
fifty members of the Club. Of course, a movement such as 
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this once feirly set oa foot, with some little organization, 

might give considerable trouble, though the promotera could 
not by any means possibly establish themselves in control of 
the Club, and eventually remain its masters. But a guard 
wan set against this at the Annual Meeting in December, 
1871. 

Enough has now been stated for the reader to see through 
this manceurre, and it ia unhesitatingly affirmed that never 
was there such a shipwreck of a movement as this proved to- 
all concerned in it. When the matter was officially dealt 
with, the number of adherents dwindled down to the agitator 
alone ; he had to return the subscriptions gathered for th& 
advertisement, and those who were carried away by him 
were thoroughly ashamed of themselves for the part they 
had taken. Most of them apologized to the Superintendent, 
and afterwards, when becoming members of the Club, to 
prove their sincerity entrusted him with their prosy papers, 
to use as he deemed best for the interests of the Club. 

It may be added here that the simple fitm front shown by 
one energetic friend of order in the Club caused the whole 
movement to collapse, and it turned out one of the veriest 
shams ever exposed. The ring-leader left the Club with- 
out making one real friend, despised by the men he had 
deluded ; and it is a scandal even now to think of such au 
outrageous pretension to disorganize the Bushmen's Club. 
Still this undertaking has produced one good effect, for 
since then no movement of this kind could find acceptance 
among the buahmen anywhere, for any suggestion of inter- 
ference with the managoment of the institution is scouted 
in the bush, in tho Club itself, and In the city or wherever 

Immediately after the foregoing attempt the following 
public notice appeared in the Evening Journal of March 
8, 1871 ;— 

" Mr. Peter Campbell, temperance lecturer, &c, announcea 
that he is a member ^No. 3!>) of Bushmen's Club, but not 
connected in any other way either with that club or 
'William.'" 

As a set-off to the above, the following will no doubt bo 
read with interest : — 
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" Thh BnsHMBN'a Club. — Some friencU, eTidently bushmen, 
have anonymously seat to ' William,' the Hoo. Superinten- 
tendeat of tho Bushmea's Club, a vatob and chain, and a 
purse with money. The recipient intends to sell the watch 
and appendage, the proceeds of which, with the cash received, 
will be devoted to the relief of sick or diatreesed bushmeo. 
The new diggings have made havoc among the ranks at the 
Home, three different parties of experienced diggers having 
left for Ulooloo Creek. The last batch of five sober, steady, 
and well equipped workers, with tents, ka., started on 
Monday. They are not the sort who waste their substance 
in riotous living and then go pennilose, homelcsH, and 
friendlesB wherever an empty pocket and a confused brain 
drive them ; but men who shepherd their money as well as 
their sheep. The result is tha,t this class are able to move 
off in any direction from their Club when what appears to 
offer advant^s conies before them. The Club has benefited 
many, and it is sincerely hoped that bush people will con- 
tinually patronise their own institution, not forgetting that 
subscription-lists for extending its work are lying open at 
every known head station in the colony."— March 28, 1872. 

The following letter on this subject signed " Hope," 
appeared the next day ; — 

"to the editor. 

" Sir — ^The paragraph in your issue of yesterday, referring 
to a watch, &c., having been forwarded by unknown friends 
to the Hon. Superintendent of the Bushmen's Club, gives me 
a pleasure greater than I can describe. Soon after the Club 
was started I visited it, and saw enough to convince me that 
the undertaking would prove successful. The result proves 
that I was not too sanguine. Abundant evidence is given 
that the men for whose benefit and comfort it was sot on foot 
hold it in high appreciation. I believe, Sir, that from this 
Club a great institution will spring. The Hon. Superinten- 
dent, at the time I visited the Club, spoke of making 
provision for worn-out or afflicted bushmen, of providing a 
home for orphan children, and of properly educating such as 
had not the means. Of course, such an institution cannot 
be expected to reach maturity in a few months ; but if past 
k3 



Bucceaaea may be taken as an augury of the future, there ta 
no reasoa why it shall not embody within itself a vitality 
that shaJl cause it to shed its blessings over the whole of our 
Australian Colonies. When Muller, of Bristol, commenced 
his firat ' Orphanage,' he little dreamt of the gigantic pro- 
portions that his philanthropic plans were to assume ; nor 
can ' William' now tell what under God's blessing will open 
up from this Bushmen's Club. 

" Sir, I rejoice in the success of this institution, I have 
seen a great deal of bushmen, and confess that at one time I 
thought it just as likely that a leopard could change its spots 
aa that a cheque cotdd be held by one of them for any 
length of time, without undergoing the 'melting-down' 
procesa. No pooner did the bushman receive it than a 
thirsting for drink sprang up in his soul. As soon as possible 
the fatal glass found its way t* his lips, and as long as cash 
remained his companions were the scum of our towns and 
villages. How frequently the poor wretch has fallen a victim 
to the delirium that attaches to alcoholic excess multitudes 
of sorrowing relatives will ever remember. Such deaths ar» 
lamented with a bitterness even greater than if, having ' been 
lost in the bush,' the bushmen's bones 'lay bleached on 
some dreary wild,' 

" The fact that there are now hundreds of subscribers to the 
Bushmen's Club plainly indicates that a better day has 
dawned. These men are really busbmen, desirous of husband- 
ing their means, and many of them of living reformed lives. 
Their respect for the Manager is often spoken of; and no 
doubt the small present anonymously forwarded by some one 
must be taken as an individual proof. I hope, Sir, that this 
watch will not be sold, though the object named to which tha 
money would be devoted was in every way praiseworthy ; I 
would say, let it be kept as a memento of the unknown 
donor's good will. Success, then, to the Club, and may its 
friends work on. 

" I am, Sir, &c., 

" HOPB." 

At the monthly meeting held on the 1st April, 1871, 
there were present Messrs. N. Blyth (chur) and H. Giles. 
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" WiHiam," tlie Hon. Superintendent, reported that he had 
been placed in a position to make an offer of ^1,700 and a 
"bonus of £20 for Mr. Hosking'a right of purchase ; — ^thia ho 
"waa Horry to say was declined, on the ground that the present 
lessee did not intend selling the entire property but would 
■entertain offers for a short lease. 

"That agreeable to resolution of former meeting, to make 
a thorough canvass of the Bush for subscriptions for a building 
or extension fund, he had sent out a number of circulars and 
-subscription-lists to the stations, &c., returnable Slst May 
nest, that he had heard the lists were' doing pretty well, but 
he did not think so much money would be raised by sub- 
scription as by issuing shares ; that the bushmen, as a rule, 
■desired to try what they could do among themselves in their 
■own way, and wishing, if possible, to keep the Club in their 
own hands for their own particular class, instead of by a 
system of shares sinking the institution among outside share- 
holders; that Mr, Angas kindly offered to lead off the lists 
with £100, but it was thought advisable to await the result 
of the present appeal to the bush, and see what the bushmen 
intended doing before further steps were taken in town in 
the matter; that Mr. Alexander MacCulloch, sen., of 
Gottlieb's Well, had paid the Club a visit, and expressed 
himself pleased with the arrangements ; that there waa at 
present a small number of inmates at the Club, this being 
accounted for by the fact that lambing season had begun, and 
the Ulooloo diggings had just broken ont, and it was likely 
under those circumstances that business at the Club would be 
dull for a time ; aud also that more bedding would be required, 
ea the winter was approaching. Total receipts for the past 
month, £7Z 3a. 3d, ; total number of tickets issued to date, 
334." 

The monthly accounts were examined and passed, and 
ordered to be paid as usual. 

It was resolved by the Board that the address to bushmen 
signed by the members of the Sub-Committee appointed at a 
meeting held at the Club, and a circular from the Board of 
Management addressed to the maiiagers of statione, &c, 
should be circulated. 
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To caH the bush people's attention to the circulars and 

aubscription-lists for the purpose of raising funds, &c., the 
following notice was inserted in the newspapers: — 

" Bushhbn'b Club. 
" Important Notice to Bushmen. 
" Bushmen are informed that circulars and subscription- 
lists have been sent to all known head-stations in the colony 
for the purpose of raising a Building or Extension Fund, and 
they are hereby urgently requested to add their names to 
them without delay, as the lists are returnable on the 3Ist 
May instant ; or the Honorary Superintendent, 'William,' will 
thankfully receive any sums direct from persons wishing ti> 
contribute towards this TCry desirable object, 
"'William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club. 
" Whitmore-aquare, April 7, 1871." 

The following extracts are taken from the Express, April 
.26, 1871 :— 

" The Bdshhbk'b Club. 
"[Communicated.] 

" There are many things which go to prove at this stage 
of our existence as a Bushmen's Club— ^nd it may not be 
amiss to further enlighten our friends on the subject — that a 
little energy well and judiciously directed may suffice to 
originate and establish one of those important and useful 
institutions. The history of the Bushmen's Club established 
in Adeltude shows marked progress since its inauguration, 
and only let the need of some such place of resort in the 
sister colonies be once felt, and the advantages afforded by 
such institutions to working men be known, and become 
apparent, and there will probably be no lack of patronage. 
Although a large amount of publicity has been given to this 
Club, there are yet hundreds of bushmen who know more 
about their old haunts than their own Club. It is for the 
benefit of those that this is written. 

" Of the vast sums which are spent every year in drink it 
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ia estimated that nearly one-half comes out of tbo pockets of" 
the working classes ; and if all the glittering eoTCreigEB spent 
by bushmen alone in drink weie laid side by side, how many 
such Cluba might be literally paved with goldl How mudi 
could be done towards improving the social condition of the 
people if those sums could be collected, and devoted to some 
such worthy object as this? 

" This Bushmen's CQnb is supported by the fees of membeiB. 
— 6b, annually — the charges for board and lodging, and by 
contributions. The establishment is managed by a Board of' 
three, annually appointed by the members of the Club, and 
the property connected with it is vested in three trustees — 
Messrs, J. H, Angas, W. K. Thomas, and D. Murray — ap- 
pointed by a public meeting of all tbe original subscribers- 
Many bushmen are attracted to tbe Club as well by its 
popular form of government aa by the advantages it offers, 
and the low rate of the annuid subscription, viz., 5b., and 
board and lodging, which is fixed for members of the Club at 
15a., and non-members 16s. per week. 

" lu such Clubs it is always desirable that those whose 
interests are most concerned should have the largest share of 
control. It is intended as the winter advances that, there 
shall be, if possible, opportunities given for instruction and 
amusement. Arrangements will be probably made for 
coursea of lectures on interesting and scientific subjects, 
somewhat after the following plan : — 

" On Monday evening — A Singing Class ; 

" Tuesday — A Temperance Meeting; 

" Wednesday — A Debate; 

" Thursday — Lectures; 

" Friday- — Readings or Recitations. 
" Many who have visited the Club have been struck with 
the appearance of a number of bronzed able hearty weather- 
beaten men — some growing grey, and others in the prime of 
life— respectably clad, and comfortably seated in a clean and 
airy, but plainly furnished room, many talking together, some 
playing at chess or draughts — which seem to be their 
favourite games — and the younger ones exercising them- 
selvM at athletic sports, quoits, &c., out of doors. On Sun- 
days a simple unsectarian religious service is held by the 
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Superiatendent for the benefit of those who c£umot or do not 
attend church or chapel, m the Reading-room mornings and 
CTeninga; the newspapers are removed, and rehgtous pubhca- 
tions placed upon the table. The rules positively forbid the 
uee of an; intoxicating drinks on the premiBes; also all 
gambling or profane languf^e; and although only a minority 
of the men are total abstainers, experience has proved very 
forcibly to the minds of most bushmen and their friends that 
the Club works better without those drinks, that though 
some of them at first wished for their introduction they are 
now to a man against them. Such influences must do good. 
Bushmen have been heard to say that it is a blessed place — 
not only good food for the body, but also good food for the 
mind — that they have no anxiety now about their money, 
for if they had a hundred notes in their pockets when they 
«nter the Club it would be taken cai'e of for them; others 
have said that if anything were to happen to shut up the 
Club Qow it has once been started it would he one of the 
greatest calaouties that could happen to the bush people; 
others have spoken of the debt of gratitude specially due to 
the promoters and friends of the movement, who came 
forward so nobly to help the institution forward. 

" There can be no question about the management of the 
Cloib being thoroughly appreciated by thoughtful men, as is 
proved by its progress, and the harmony, decorum, and good 
feeling which have with but few exceptions constantly pre- 
vailed among its inmates, as also their again returning to 
partake of its advantages. In all movements of this kind 
there are certtun to be a few captious individuals, and the 
purest management will not prevent this. Later experience 
of the Club has shown that, as with all good and benevolent 
enterprises, there is need of much patience and wisdom to 
surmount aU the difficulties which arise when the novelty of 
the undertaking wears away. Numerous illustrations might 
be given of the real good that is being done by the estabUsb- 
ment of this Bushmen's Club, and the grand question after 
aH is how to make it self-supporting. If what has now been 
s^d on this subject will cause bushmen to stop and consider 
what is for the greatest good, and be the means of stirring 
them up to action, and induce those that are lukewarm and 
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half-hearted to go forward and place their names on the 

subscription-lists which are now lying at the stations in the 
country, for raising a Building or Estension Fund, it will be 
furthering a good work in Imnd, which will eventually re- 
dound to their benefit in saving the present large reutaJ, and 
thus make the institution entirely self-supporting in the 
future, OB well aa form a Benefit I'und, which is vety much 
needed for the relief of aick and distressed buahmen." 

The following is extracted from an article in the Eegiater, 
dated April 28, 1871.-— 

" We have on previous occasions alluded to the usefulness rf 
the Bushmen's Club, but a few further remarks respecting an 
institution which has achieved so much good, and which 
needs to be known far and wide, will not be deemed out of 
place. An endeavour is now being made to make the estab- 
lishment self-supporting, and for this purpose subscription- 
lists have been forwarded to all the head squatting stations in 
the colony. Should bushmen and squatters regard the 
benefits of the Club in a right light, there is very little doubt 
but that a handsome nucleus to a fund for erecting a suitable 
building would be speedily raised. This, with contributions 
from friends in Adelaide, might be sufficient to enable the 
promoters to undertake the purchase of premises, or the 
erection of a home suitable for the objects of the Club. If 
this desirable result could be secured the large expenditure 
now incurred for rent would be saved, and the institution 
would doubtless be able to support itself entirely. 

" We are glaJ to hear from ' William,' the untiring friend 
of the budiman, that arrangements Etre in progress for 
providing the inmates with instruction and amusement, 
during the long evenings of winter. 

" It is to be hoped that cmb will be taken to prevent the 
meetings becoming wearisome, and that the lectures wilt be 
such as shall prove interesting as well els informing. The 
success of these veek-nigbt gatherings will greatly depend 
upon the wisdom which is displayed in their management, 
and in the character and mode of the teaching adopted. 
Amusement and instruction must not be divorced, and as 
for as we can gather, there is no intention to do so. The 
promoters so far have done all they can to meet the rational 



needs of human nature. The rooms are clean and aiiy; 
ohess and draughts, periodicals and books are provided 
inside, while outside all sorts of athletic sports are available. 
On Sundays, ' William' informs us, a simple unsectanaa 
religious serrice' is conducted by himself, and religious pub- 
lications are substituted for secular. Intoxicating liquors 
are not sold or admitted into the institution, and although 
at first some of the bushmen demurred to this, yet nov they 
are quite reconciled to the decision of the promoters, and 
think they have acted very wisely in the matter. To have 
introduced strong drink into the Club, and to have dispensed 
it to some of the inmates and not to others, which must 
have been done, would have operated very injuriously to the 
interests of the establishment, and therefore the best plan 
was to exclude it altogether. Gambling is also proiiibited; 
but because these two evils are excised bushmen must not 
be led away with the notion that the institution is a dull 
uninteresting place, where little freedom is allowed, and the 
play of the spirits kept in continual check. This is a 
mistake, for the greatest liberty is permitted consistent with 
moral and rational good. There is scarcely a bushman that 
has entered the Club who has not acknowledged its benefits, 
and, conducted as it is — offering a good home and good food 
for the body, with ample recreation for the mind — it cannot 
fail to exercise a beneficial influence upon a class of persons. 
most of whom have hitherto hod no abiding place when they 
came into the city, and itho have consequently too often 
wandered away into haunts of vice where tbey have lost Ixith 
health and money. We rejoice at having another opportunity 
of wishing the establishment God speed, and trust that the 
effort now being made to raise a fiind for building purposes 
will receive an ample measure of support from those who are 
more particularly concerned in its welfare." 

At the usual monthly meeting held on the 2nd Uay, 1871, 
there were present Messrs. N. Blyth (chair), H. Giles, G. B. 
Young. 

The Hon. Superinteudent reported that there had been a 
falling off in the receipts, it being lambing season, so that the 
bushmen were generally employed, and the slack business 
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time afforded an excellent opportunity to prepare for a large 
influx of men when the reaction takes place, to have every' 
thing in readiness; that it would be advisable to call a meet' 
ing, after the return of the Bubscription-liata, to take into- 
oonsidemtiou the best means to adopt respecting the 
property, whether further efforts should be made to purchase 
it altogether or only a part of it, or whether a lease should 
be obtained, and a temporary dormitory added to the present 
premises; that Messrs. Chamock and Tumbull, and two 
Quaker gentlemen had kindly presented some books and 
Eng^h newspapers; that a letter had been received from 
£ H. Laurauce, Esq., Resident Magistrate, Greenough,. 
Western Australia, returning thanks for a supply of reports, 
addresses, &c., &c., forwarded to him by laat March mail;, 
that the Clab was growing iu favour with bushmen, and the 
duty of all interested evidently was to prepare ample accom- 
modation to make the undertaking pay ; and that in 
consequenoe of the anticipated increase more bedding would 
be required. Total receipts for past month, £iQ 10a. ; total 
number of tickets issued, 341. The usual accounts were 
examined and passed for payment. 

Resolved by the Board — That a meeting of Trustees and 
Board of Management be convened some time in the month 
of June, to take into consideration the question of the future 
position of the Club in respect to t!ie present building, and. 
the desirabihty of either attemping to purchase the freehold 
or taking a lease, and building a dormitory, or procuring 
premises in some other aituatioa; that Mr. T, Elder be 
invited to attend the meeting, as that gentlomiin had 
formerly made a lil>eral offer of assistance. 

The following advertisement was inaerted to stir up the 
holders of subscription-lists to be punctual in returning 

J Club- 

" It is respectfully requested that holders of subscription 
lists will be very punctual in returning them, filled up or 
otherwise, by 31st day of May next, as it is a matter of great . 
importance to the Board of Management and the bushmen.. 
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that the result of the canvasa should then be known, prior to 
to a meeting of trustees, &c., to he held in the beginning of 
-Jane, to take into consideration the future position of the 
-aub. 

" William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club. 
"Adelaide, May 2, 1871." 

"The Bdshuen's Club. 
[From the Evenitig Journal, May 4, 1871,] 
" A meeting of the Board of Management of this institu- 
tion was held at the Club-house on Tuesday, May 2. The 
Board acknowledged with thanks the receipt of a number of 
newspapers and periodicals from Messrs. Chamock, Tumbull, 
and Barrett, and a valuable bos of books &om Messrs. Platts 
& Co. It was stated that there had been a decrease latdly 
in the number of inmates, there being now twenty, which 
was to be aocoiinted for by this being the lambing time. A 
lai^ influx might be expected when the season was over. A 
letter was produced by ' William' from Mr. E. H. Launmce, 
Hesident Magistrate in Western Australia, which after 
thanking him for documents in connecting with the Club 
forwarded in March, said ' They convey ample information to 
guide the formation of a similar Club here, should such a 
scheme be deemed feasible. I will not fail to send you local 
notices that may appear in regard to your institution, and to 
acqutuut you with any practical action that may result here. 
With our small, scattered, and rather poor population I see 
many difficulties, but the desirability of such a Club to divert 
«ome of the money earned in the bush from being spent in 
-drink is daily present to me and others.' Captain Scott, 
Police M^strate of Sydney, also wroto to ' William,' 
promising to distribute the documents sent to him among 
the squatters, and stating — * I feel a deep interest in the 
•establishment of a similar institution in Sydney, as from my 
position as Police Magistrate I see the enormous amount of 
oniseiy which homeless shepherda and stockmen are subject 
to by being dragged and robbed by fiends in the shape of 
vomen, who allare them to destti^. Nearly two years ago 
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I attempted to form such a Home in Sydney, got the Bobjoct 

irell ventilated through the public Press, and wrota about 
160 letters to squatters, police magistrates, and merchants, 
and the result was a miserable failure, £i lOs. being the 
whole amount aubaoribed, which I returned to the different 
donors, paying all the expenses of advertisements, stamps, 
&c., out of my own pocket. I am so occupied all day I have 
no leisure to canvass the city. Perhaps this fact ma.j 
account for a portion of the failnre. No doubt with your 
energy and perseverance you might succeed in forming such 
au institution in Sydney. It wCl be a step involving a coa- 
sidemble amount of ri^ and expense. I shall at all times 
gladly receive any account of your continued success." These 
extracts are sufficient to show that a lively interest is felt 
outside of South Australia, and that the idea of Homes in 
the different colonies for vanderiug bushmen may eventually 
be realized. The Club in Adelaide is growing dtuly in favour 
with the bushmen, and with a view to making a strong effort 
to increase the accommodation and cause the undertaking to 
pay, it was resolved by the Board of Management to ctfi a 
meeting of trustees and others at the beginning of June. Ab 
the subscription-lists are returnable on May 31 the result of 
the present canvass will probably be then known, and the 
meetii^ will be to consider the future action of the Club in 
respect to the present building, the desirability of either 
attempting to purchase the freehold, or take a lease and build 
a dormitory, or else procure premises in another situation. 
It may be mentioned that Mr, Joseph Selignmn, of Momba, 
near Wilcaunia, New South Wales, who a short time back 
sent a contribution of £5, has lately forwarded a cheque for 
£7 15a., being the subscriptions of several bushmen, and £S 
of his own." 

The Northern Argut, May 19, 1871, says :— 
" The Bushmen's Club, in Adelaide, is to be congratulated 
on its success in eetabhshii^ itself as it haa done, for this is 
the only colony where an attempt of this sort has succeeded. 
The Police Magistrate of Sydney tried the experiment about 
two years ago. He says that he wrote about 160 letters to 
squatters, police magistrates, and merchants, and the result 
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ms a. miserfible failure, XI lOs. being the whole amonnt 
BubBcribed, which he returned to the dificfent donors, paying 
all the expenses of advertiaementfi, stampB, &a., out of his 
own pocket. It is therefore something for bushmen to be 
proud of that they hare a Club of their own in South 
AuBtralia, where they can enjoy in the same way, according 
to their station, the same oouTeniences that gentlemen do in 
their clubs. Subsoriptioa and members' lists are now cir- 
culating throughout the colony, with the object of raising 
funds to build a new cIub-houBe or to enlarge the old one. 
Particulars, as to the advantages, &c, of ntembership, may 
be obtained of ' Wilham,' Hon. Superintendent, Bushmen's 
Club, Whitmore-square, Adelaide." 

It being deemed advisable to furnish absent niembera of 
the Club aud Mends of the institution with a short account 
of progress, the following is a copy of the report taken from 
the Advertiser: — 

" The following information has been handed to us by the 
Hon. Superintendent, ' William,' and will without doubt be 
acceptable to the up-country population and true friends of 
bushmen generally, while it will probably surprise many that 
such a work is going on in our midst ao quietly : 

"Beaders will remember that the Bushmen's Club was 
formally opened by His Excellency, and since that day its 
promoters and untiring friends have not been idle, as is 
abundantly proved from the subjoined synopsis of trans- 
actions up to 20th May : — 

" The number of members on the roll has gradually in- 
cressedto 335; total of weekly boarders entertained, 346; 
casual boarders, say 200 ; and about 60 travellii^ bushmen 
have been temporarily relieved. The greatest number of 
inmates at one time has reached 33. 

" The expenditure has been on an average about ^100 per 
month — this including the cost of fumishing the institution. ' 
The property belonging to the Club is insured for £300. 

" The total value handed to the Superintendent for safe 
keeping during the period, of cash, funds as per Bank pass- 
books, cheques, &c., amounted to £3,458 18s. S^d. ; and the 
deposits of this kind in charge on 20th May were worth 
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^770 3a. 11^. The entire Bom drawn ont by instalmeuts . 
nas £2,688 4s. 4d., and number of depositors 174; thus 
giving an average of nearly £20 each. An immense boat of 
letters, book parcels, and newspapers (English and colonial), 
have passed throngh the Club Post-Office to their destination 
<ir been retained aa requested until sent for, and all unclaimed 
letters were advertised at the end of tbe year. 

" The business in the labour department has been trifling 
compared with what may yet be expected. At the present, 
settlers prefer hiring men at their doors rather than send 
to Adelaide, and having to pay their expenses to the stations. 
There are very few inmatos at the Club just now, most of 
the hands being under engagements during lambing. But 
this dulness will end in a month or two, when a large influx 
may reasonably be expected. 

" It is very necessary that ample accommodation should be 
speedily provided by the Trustees and Board of Management 
to meet the anticipated demand for room. 

"The subscription-lists for either building a new Club- 
hotise, or extending the present one, are returnable on May 
31, and it is sincerely desired that the bushmen of South 
Australia will not hai^ back from assisting to promote such 
a really good work. This is a matter of much importance to 
them all as a class, and the Committee hope that they will 
with willing hearts substantially help on this noble institution, 
for it has proved itself to be such to aU minds not blinded by 
prejudice, and capable of doing great good to the future. 

" As a general rule the members and inmates have con- 
ducted themselves in a sober, quiet, orderly, and fratem^ 
manner, and many new and lasting friendships have been 
formed at the Bushmen's CHub among the men. 

" It appears but a simple question of time for this inatitu~ 
tion to become the centre of attraction to bush people. The 
Superintondent has been enabled to send a few cases of 
sickness to the Hospital, and some for private treatment, 
through the consideration and kindness of Messrs. Angasand 
other frienda. When the Club becomes stronger it would be 
well to pay a yearly sum for a stipulated number of beds in 
the Hospital But this and many other improvements, such 
as a Benefit Fund, Sco., are matters for consideration when. 



tiie property is aecared and the Club firmly eatabUalied."— 

May 37, 1871. 

The next Board meetJjig was held on June 2, 18T1. 
Present— Messrs. K. Blyth (chair), C. B. Young, and H. 
Giles. 

The Hon. Superintendent reported that bu^Deas was vety 
Black on account of lambing, and that it probably would be 
for a month or two longer; that he had advertised for the 
subscription-lists which were sent out in March last, and all 
tmclaiiaed letters lying at the Club, as also to warn the 
members whose tickets had fallen due for renewal ; that then 
had been twenty-three subscription-lists for Building and 
Extension Fimd returned with money to the amount of £IU 
14s. from 173 subscribers; that Messrs. Grant & Stokes had 
kindly put themselves down as annual subscribers of ^10 
lOs. 

It was resolved hy the Board that the £111 143. received 
for the building and extension, and all subsequent subscrip- 
tions for this purpose, at present be paid into the Saving! 
Bank in the names of " WUliam" and Mr. H. GUee. Measre. 
D. Murray and W. K. Thomas, trustees, having joined the 
.meeting, it was resolved, after full consideration of the ques- 
tion of premises, that " William" shoidd see Mr. J. Hoeking, 
and enquire the terms on which he would seU his right of 
purchase, or in the event of his esercising that right himself, 
the terms on which he would lease the premises as at present 
occupied for a term of five years. The usual monthly bills 
were examined and passed. Receipts from all sources for 
May, £66 18s. Id. ; number of tickets issued to date, ZG5. 



" 'William,' Hon. Superintendent, desire* to return thanks 
to the kind friends at Lower North Adelaide, who have pre- 
sented through Mr. Alfred Gore a lot of very valuable book* 
for the Busmen's Club library, mcluding ' Goldsmith's 
Animate Nature,' illustrated, and complete, in eight 
Toliunes; also Robertson's Historical Works, in eleven 
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Tolumes, &c. This is a very acceptable gift, and will qO' 
doubt be hig^y appreciated." 

Extracts from mjaut^ of special meeting held at Mr. C. 

B. Young's office, June 21, 1871 :— Present^liaBsra. D. 
Murray (chiur), C. B, Young, and H. Giles. 

A letter was read fixim Thomas Klder, Esq., regretting his- 
absence, also a letter from W. K. Thomas, Esq., eipres^g 
his agreement with proposition to buy the property. A 
letter from Mr. James Husking was read, ofiering the- 
property at present occupied without the stable at a rental 
of XlOO per annum, or to purchase it for .£1,000. After 
taking into c<)nsideration ways and means it was moved by 

C. B. Young, Esq., and seconded by H. Giles, Esq., that th& 
property be purchased, which was agreed to. " William" 
was deputed to inform Mr. Hoaking that his terms wer& 
agreed to, and that Messrs. Scott & Bakewell, solicitors,. 
were appointed to prepare the conveyance. 

On 5th July the usual monthly Board meeting was held. 
There were present Messrs. N. iilyth (chiur), C. B. Youngs 
and H. Giles. The minutes of the special joint meeting 
of Trustees and Board, held oa June 21, were confirmed. 

" Williaih," Hon. Superintendent, reported that it was now 
the dullest time of the year for the institution, as the amount 
of receipts would show, but that in a month or two the bush- 
men would begin to come to town, and he believed that as 
there would be now no rent to pay afler a little while the- 
Club he hoped would work on its own merits and profits;. 
that he had advertised the subscriptions, X133 18a. 6d., 
received from the bush for the Building and Extension 
Fund, and that he had paid it iuto the Savings Bank, and 
also bad advertised for all straggling lists ; that according to- 
arrangements come to at the special meeting he had informed 
Mr. Hoskiug that his ofier was accepted, &c., in writing;. 
that he had written a long explanatory letter to G. F. Angaa, 
Esq., and that in reply he believed that gentleman had 
kindly agreed to a lend on a promiesory note of the Trustees 
X500 for twelve months without interest; that he had also 
written to J. H. Angas, Esq., reporting progress, that in 
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reply he (Mr. J. H. Angaa) had sent a very kind and sympa- 
thiaing letter with cheque enclosed for XI 00 ; that Mr. Hoaking 
had informed him (" William") that the property was insured 
in the Imperial Office for £800, at the rate of 6 per cent, per 
-annum, and that the policy should be renewed on the Ist 
July, 1871 ; that special permission had been obttuned from 
the Company to use the building for the Bushmen's Club; 
that a iirat-class cooking-stove was needed, also a good fence 
around the property (iron, if possible); that it would bo 
advisable to prepare a plan of dormitory and decide on a 
spot to build it upon; that the drains required attending to, 
and the garden walks and other odd jobs done to improve 
the place. Total receipts for past month, £i5 5a. ; total 
number of tickets issued, 386. 

A communicatioa was read from Mr. J. Hosking, asking if 
the purchase-money, .£1,000, would be ready on the 10th 
instimt, also a notice that the land was being brought und^ 
the Real Property Act by Sir Charles Cooper. 

It was resolved by the Board that Mr. Hoskit^ be informed 
that the money would be ready immediately the conveyance 
was ready for completion by the Trustees; Mr. H, Giles 
undertook to pay tiie insurance premium on the premises; 
builders to be applied to to give an approxinuite estimate of 
the coat of a dormitory something like the plan "William," 
Hon. Superintendent, submitted for the approval of the 
Board. 

The following is taken from AdvertUer, July 13, 1871 : — 
" Thb Bubbuen's Cbua 

" The following communication respecting this useful insti- 
tution has been supplied to us ; — 

" Many persons in the other colonies, as well as in South 
Australia, will be glad to learn that by the favor of God, and 
the indefatigable exertions of the promoters and friends cS 
the Bushmen's Club, a sufficient portion of the late property 
of Sir C. Cooper has been secured for the Club, that is to say 
a piece of land having 246 feet frontage to Whitmore-squar^ 
with an average depth of about 120 feet, including the large 
dwelling-house, the cottage at present occupied as an office, 
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store, &c., by the Superintendent, outhouses, &a., for tlifl 
sum of £1,000 cash. When all the funds were drawn 
together the Board of Management found that the amount 
avculahle was between ^00 and £600. This was not 
enough, as the £1,000 liad to be paid, and on a certain 
day. In the dilemma applications were made to the aged 
CluTStian philanthropist, G. F. Angas, Esq., and his son 
Mr, J. H. Angas, which was not in vain. Their truly bene- 
volent hands were ready to assist in this good undertaking, 
and Mr. G. F. Angas at once sent a donation of £100, and a 
promise to lend on a promissory note of the Trustees, £500 
without interest, for twelve months. This generous offer, with 
the addition of another donation of £100, from Mr. J. H. 
Artgaa, places the Club in a very favorable position. This 
purchase will release the Board of Manc^ement from the late 
heavy rental of £110 per annimi, and enable them to put up 
a good dormitory, and make sundry alterations and improve- 
ments which are much needed to add to the comfort of the 
inmates and improve the bouse and grounds. The building 
is insured in the Imperial Office for £800, and the property 
of the Club in the Marine Office for £300. Much credit is 
due to the Trustees — Messrs. 3. H. Angas, D. Murray, and 
W. K. Thomas, and to the present Board of Management — 
Mtesra. N. Blyth, H. Giles, and C. B. Young, for their unre- 
mitting gratuitous exertions, not only to make the institution 
OiU established fact, hut to make it if possible self-supporting. 
The bush people and all interested in the institution wiU be 
very pl^ed to hear that to complete the work, their old and 
tried foend ' William ' has guaranteed to the Trustees and 
Board to superintend the progress of the Club gratiutously 
for two years certain (d. v.). This is indeed a noble gift at 
this stage of the Club's existence. I'he institution is rapidly 
growing in favour, and now numbers 390 members on the 
roll, and is becoming more and more useful to the bush people. 
It is ^ucerely to be desired that the many flockmasters and 
gentlemen in this colony interested in pastoral pursuits, and 
having at heart the welfare of their employes, will on this 
occasion come nobly forward and assist. It is also to be 
hoped that the bushmen, and the friends of the bushmen 
generally, will make a strong effort during the next twelve 
ii 
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mouths to clear off the £500 mortgage ao kindly lent t^ Mr. 
Angas, aad thutfaet the Bushmea'a Qub entirely free. The 
Hon. Superintendent ' Willitua ' will be glad to receive dona- 
tions or subscriptions from all friends to this cause, as veil as 
from those who have hitherto entertained doubts as to the 
success of the institution." 

The Regiiler of July 13, 1871, in an article on the afiatrs 
of the Bushmen and their Club, says : — 

"Slowly but surely the Bushmen's Club is being established 
on a permanent basis. It is but two or three years since the 
question of providing in Adelaide a comfortable home for a 
large and ill-cared for class of the community was mooted, 
and the object sought has become an accomplished fact. 
Bushmen have now in the city a place that they can call 
their own. Whenever they are required by business, or by 
the exigencies of a somewhat precarious occupation, to visit 
the metropolis, there is an asylum where they can uot merely 
rely upon a friendly welcome, but where they have a right to 
enter. The only formula through which they have to pass 
are to enrol their names and pay a trifling sum by way of 
entrance fee. This done, they are entitled to the freedom of 
the Home, and may take up their residence iu it Care was 
taken whilst the rules of the institution were being framed 
to make them aB little irksome as possible, and experience has 
proved their suitability to the requirements of the case. The 
rate charged for board and lodging is esoeedingly reasonable, 
the food supplied and the accommodation provide are un- 
exceptionable, and the restrictions imposed do not interfere 
with the proper personal liberty of the inmates. As in all 
well-regulated families, certain rules have to be conformed to, 
but they sit lightly upon those who are disposed to regard 
the retreat as a Home. Very prudently the management 
interfere as littlo as possible with the internal affairs of the 
establiahuicnt, leaving it to the Superintendent and the bnah- 
mcn themselves to carry into effect the idea with which the 
Club was started. How successful this policy has been events 
have ahown. 

" It will be remembered that when the Board took a lease 
of the building iu Whitmore-square, once oooiipiei by Sir 
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Oharles Cooper, their avowed intention waa to give tiie 
Home a trial The pecuniary support they had received, 
-although liberal, did not warrant them ia going to great 
expense, and they wisely thought that a year or two 
would prove whel^er their philaQthrophic efforts would be 
rightly appreciated. A few mouths ago the friends of the 
inBtitution were made aware that the ezperiraeut had been 
so for aatisfiictory, and that the Board had resolved upon 
purchasing the fee-simple of the property. The balance of 
funds in hand, supplemented during the last few months by 
special contributions &om bushmeu, amounted to I^etween 
£500 and £600 towards the £1,000 required. An applica- 
tion was then made to Mr. 0. F. Angaa, who, with his 
accustomed Kberality, not only forwarded a donation of 
£100, but agreed to lend upon a promissory note £500 for 
twelve months without interest. At the same time Mr, J. 
H. Angas presented a cheque for £100, so that the Trustees 
— Messrs. J. H, Angas, D. Murray, and W. K. Thomas— not 
only found themselves in funds to pay down £1,000 cash, 
but also in possession of a credit balance of about £250. 

" The purchase has beeu effected, and the Club is now 
seised of a piece of land with a frontage of 246 feet to 
Whitmore-square, and an average depth of 120 feet, together 
with the lai^ dwelling-house, cottage (now used as offices 
and store by Superintendent), outhouses, and other appur- 



"The immediate effect of this transaction will be to relieve 
the Board, which now consists of Messi-s. N. Blyth, H. Giles, 
andC, B. Young, from the heavy annual rent charge of £110, 
and enable them to cany out in their own way many altera- 
tions which have been required from the first, hut which they 
felt indisposed to make upon leasehold property. It is inten- 
ded, without loss of time, to put up a convenient dormitory, 
and make other improvements about the bouse and grounds, 
with a view to promoting the comfort of the inmates. The 
premises are already insured for £800, and the property of 
the aub for £300. 

" The Board of Management and the Trustees have, without 

the incentive of fee or reward, given unremitting attention 

to the duties of their position, their aim being first to make 

L 2 
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the Home attractive, and secondly to make it, if posable, 
self-supporting. In all theae efforts they have had the cordial 
co-operation of the Hon. Superintendent, whose unwearied 
and self-denying labors have contributed much to the Buccesa 
of the institutiflp. Had the superintendence fallen into the 
hands of a man leas esteemed by the bushmen, lesa able to 
understand their difficulties and assist them with his advice 
and synipathy, it is more than doubtful whether the Club 
would have attained its present popularity. This being the 
case, it is gratifying to know that ' WUliam ' has agreed to 
remain at his present post without salary for two years more, 
in order to complete the work which he has undertaken, and 
see the Home eatablished as one of the institutions of the 
land. The intrinsic merit of hia offer is not at all lessened 
by the fact that he takes a strong personal interest in tha 
class benefited by the Home. WhUst he has had charge the 
number of members has advanced to 390, and the advantages 
of the Club have become more and moi-e extended. There 
are still many flockowners and persons interested in pastoral 
pursuits who have done little to aid the good work, and it 
would be ft gracious act on their part to give something to 
the institution, if only by way of thank-offering for returning 
prosperity. It must be of service to them, if for no other 
reason because it affords them a ready means of coming into 
contact with the men they require for station hands. There 
is no cause for fear that their donations will be either qub- 
applied or unnecessary. The £500 so freely lent by Mr, Angtw 
ought to be returned by the end of the twelvemonth, and there 
are many expenses connected with improvements to the build- 
ings and so forth which will have to be met. The Honoraiy 
Superintendent intimates that he will be happy to receive 
contributions from those who formerly stood aloof front the 
institution as well as from its staunch friends; 

"The Board have at length seen their way clear to the 
initiation of a Benefit Fund for the use of members who have 
become incapacitated for work either by old age or illness. 
This was one of the objects prominently placed before the 
public in the prospectus of the Club, and if carried out will 
be of immense advantage. Improvidence is one of the most 
«<wispiciious weakness of bushmen, and does much to aggra- 
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Tftte the ills to which aa a cleiss they are peculiariy subject. 
It will therefore be a real charity to give them facilities for 
making provision against infirmity aud bad times. As the 
Club beoomea older and more consolidated the sphere of its 
usefulness becomes more extended, and we heartily recom- 
mend it as fui institution worthy of the sapport of the bene- 
volent. 

The following letter, which appeared two days after the 
former article, will no doubt be acceptable to the general 
reader : — 

" The BoaHMBB op Sodth Austbalia. 

" TO THE EDll^R, 

" Sir — ^As bushmen have been more or leas before the public 
for the last twelve months, perhaps it ia only reasonable that 
the majority of the good people of Adelaide should- hear 
something about them as they are and ought to be. Most 
people think that those reckless-looking drunken men they 
see occasiouably rolling in the gutters are a fair type of the 
bushmen ; and though I muat confess this is true in a measure, 
still I would nuse my voice against this libel on a great many 
-of those who are in a true sense ' nature's noblemen,' ready 
with beart and hand to help everything which bears the 
impress of philanthropy. Those are the men who in their 
own sphere are earnest workers for the cause of reform 
■among their own class, and those are they who I hope may 
live to see the day when bushmen will be respected fJirough- 
out the length and breadth of Australia. A few words about 
the first-mentioned class of bushmen — I mean those who of 
their own free will become the prey of the many 'sharks* 
who, in spite of all laws, consider the improvident bushmen 
their pray. How well they manage, the records of our Police 
Ojurta best testify. It seems almost impossible to do those 
men any good ; yet time and patience work wonders. Perhaps 
men may not fdwaya be led by those whose only desir^ is to 
transfer the hard earnings of the bushmen from his pocket 
to theirs. Ask Mr. Beddome what is a bushman. He wUl 
tell you, " Oh 1 they are the biggest set of fools I ever came in 
contact with. They are men who will turn from their best 
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frieads to the denizens of Light -equate, as I know to mj Brannr 
ftnd their loas." Whilst admitticg this to be tme, still ve must 
not coodcmn the innocent with the gailty. Whilst there is 
much that is foolish and improvident about bushmen, thtj 
are as a class a noble, generous lot of fellows, with a heart 
ever ready to fed for those who may need their sympathy, 
and if there is one thing more prominent than another in 
them it is gratitude, and I am sure there is many a heart 
amongst them at this moment throbbing gratefully to those 
noble diaintereeted gentlemen who by their acts prove that 
the bughman is a man and a brother, and that they are ready 
to help him if be will only help himself. I^et us then do as 
those geutlemen would have us do — steer clear of the vile 
crew who too long have robbed us, and become a living proof 
that we never forget our friends. The disinterested interest 
taken in us ought to be an incentive, and noble incentive, 
for us one and all to work earnestly for the object in view — 
that is to help to amalgamate into one all classes of bush- 
men, and thus make ourselves a Home, independent alike 
of the many sharpers, alias friends, alias publicans, who for 
upwards of thirty years have fattened on us. A few 
words mora, and 1 have done. Bushmen are not wanting in 
gratitude, as future experience will prove. With ' William' 
at the helm we will yet, with God's help, prove that the 
United Bushmen of South Australia are a class who are able 
and willing to discern friends from fot^s, and thus we will 
prove that we are able to respect ourselves, and make others 
do so likewise. 

"lam, Sir, &c, 

" BnSHMAN," 

—RegiaUr, July 15, 1871. 

It having been mooted occasionally from the beginning of 
this movement that there should be a benefit fund in con- 
nection with the institution, it was now considered desirable, 
at the request of a number of bushmen, that some steps 
should be taken to initiate the affair ; in consequence of 
which the following advertisement was inserted in the news- 
papers, as a {Hvliminary atop: — 
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"To TBI BnsmcEtr of Sodth Adbtbalu. 

" The property of the Club being dow Becured, the next 
atep is, if possible, to establiBh a Benefit Fund. 

" Membera of the Club, or any buahmen, are respectfully 
requoBted to communicate with me on this subject before the 
end of August neit, and expresB their views, also state the 
amount they are willing to subscribe for thia purpose either 
weekly, monthly, or yearly to secure help in old age, or timeB 
of sickness or distresa. 

"'William,' Hoa Superintendent. 

"Bushmen's Club, July 11, 1871." 

On the 2nd of August, 1871, the nest annual Board 
meeting was held. There wer& present Messrs. C. B. Young 
(chair) and H. Giles. 

The Hon. Superintendent reported that he had obtamed a 
Flavel's kitchener, for the kitchen, at a cost of about £22; 
that a man had been engaged to put the drains in better 
order; that he had engaged a man to go round the sheds 
during the shearing season to take the names of persona 
desirous of giving money to aadst in paying off the debt on 
the property ; that he had bad an interview with J. H, Angae, 
Esq., and it was considered that the best plan was to send 
the acting agent to Mount Remarkable by mail — Mr. Angaa 
promised that hia Manager at Willowie, Mr. F. J. Whitby, 
should be commnnicated with to provide a good horse for the 
joiimey; an address had been prepared for the Collector by 
" William," to read to the men, and other things needful for 
his work had been supplied, and an advertisement to the 
bush people, calliog attention to his work, inserted in the 
newspapers ; that preliminaiy steps had beeu taken during 
the past month to initiate a benefit fund for aged, sick, and 
distressed bushmen, independent of the regular Club funds. 
Total receipts for July, including subscriptions and loan from 
Mr. Angas, .£1,161; total number of tickets issued, 397. 

Resolved by tbe Board — That a cheque be signed for£l,000 
to pay for property, as a letter had been received irom 
Messrs. Scott & Bakewell, solicitors, stating that the convey- 
ance would be ready in a few days. 
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Copy of the adTertiaemeat calling the attention of the 
bash people that subsoriptiona would be collected during the 
shearing seaeoa of 1871 : — 

"Bushmen's Club. 
" The members of the Club, and buah people generally, are 
hereby informed that John O'Connell (member of Buahmen'a 
Club) is authorised to obtain the names of persons, with the 
amounts they are willing to subscribe toward the above-named 
inatitution, and hand them over to the Managers, &c,, of the 
different stations or sheds during the shearing season, 1871, 
" He will at once commence in the North. 
" Pro Board of Management, 
" 'William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club. 
" Adelaide, July 29, 1871." 

The following appeared in the Advertiaer of August 9, 
1871 ;-» 

"The Buahmen'a Home ia making substantial progress, 
and bids fair to be one of our most useful public institutions. 
There are now between three and four hundred members, 
and ' William,' the Hon. Superintendent, continues to receive 
fresh promises of adhraion and support. The Club has 
attracted attention even in New South Wales, and among his 
recent correspondence ' William' has received an eameat and 
sympathetic letter from a shepherd in that colony, who ex- 
presscB the warmest interest in the Club, and has already 
remitted about £10, which he has collected towards its 
support. 

" The Club has already done much good, and will doubtless 
be the means of preserving many buahmen from thoae degra- 
ding exceases by which so many worthy men have wasted 
their hard-earned savings, ruined their health, and prepared 
for themselves a future of remorse and wretchedness. God 
help them." 

A special meeting of the Trustees and Board of Mani^e- 
meat was held at Mr. D. Murrays office on the 9th August. 
There were present MessrB. D. Murray (chair), J. H. Angai^ 
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ttod W. K. Thomas (Tmateea), and Mr. H. Giles represeating 
the Board of Mwiagement. 

It was agreed to request Mr. Soott, solicitor, to tender 
the purchase-money for the Whitmore-square property, and to 
decline further payment of interest Plans of dormitory 
were examined, and that of Mr. Peter Gumming, architect, 
Approved. It was agreed to ask tenders when the means 
were forthcoming, as only .£125 was at credit of current 
account, it being considered necessary to raise at least £400 
before commencing work. " WiUiam," Hon. Superintendent, 
■was instructed to get an estimate of the fence around the 
proper^, iron and paling. The monthly accounts were 
examined, found correct, and passed for payment. 

The next meetii^ of the Board was held at the Club on 
September 2. Present — Messrs. N. BIyth (chair), C. B. 
Young, and H. Giles. 

Minutes of meeting of Trustees and Board held on 9th 
August were confirmed. 

The Hon. Superintendent reported ihat there had beeu 
444 tickets of membership issued since the opening of the 
Club, and that as there was not sleeping accommodation fot* 
a. fair}proportion of that number it was absolutely necessary 
that more room should be obtained, and that the capabilities 
of the institution were cramped for want of sleeping accommo- 
dation; that be had made enquiries and calculations about the 
fencing, &a, as requested — the charge for iron of 130 sheets 
to the ton was £25, aad that aufBcient to go all round the 
property would cost about .£58, also that there was another 
kind (black iron) which would cost about £42 ; that Mr. 
Whitbs^, of Willowie, bad proTided a horse for the acting 
agent, that it was too early yet to give opinion as to result of 
the canvass for subscriptions ; that it had beeu found neces- 
sary to &ame a few new rules, and a new clause for the con- 
stitution of the Club, and with the sanction of the Board 
they would he hung up in the Beading-room for three 
months, and if passed at the meeting in Deeember be incoi^ 
porated with the regular constitution and rules; that Mr. 
Hosking had informed "William" that the money— £1,000 
caah — ^h&d been received for the property; that two men sent 
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from the Club to tha Hospital had died diirii^ the past 
month, both of them had a little money — one named Ander- 
son left fi wife and family, his effects were aeot to them ; the 
other, named T. Kelley, left in custody of Hon. Superinten- 
dent £11 16a,, and having no friends in this country, and 
no clue being found to his relations, the Superintendent 
requested to know what to do with it. Total amouat of 
receipts for past month, £80; number of ticketa issued, 444. 

It was resolved by the Board that the money deposited in 
the hands of " William" by an inmate, who had died in the 
Hospital, and as far as known baa no relations or friends, be 
handed to the Curator of Intestate £states ; that the rules 
and new articles for the constitution be approved. 

Mr. H. Giles reported that the purchase of the property 
had been completed, the money paid, but the deeds not yet 
ready; that temporary repairs had been done to the fences, 
and new posts and palings put where required. 

On the 5th September a joint meeting of Trustees anct 
Board of Management was held, to take into consideratioD 
the propriety of erecting a dormitory. Present — Messrs. D. 
Murray (chair), J. H. Angas, W. K. Thomas (Trustees); H. 
Giles, Esq., representing the Board of Management; Mr. P. 
Cumming, architect; and "William," Hon. Superintendent. 

It was i^reed to invite tenders for the erection of a 
dormitory according to Mr. Cumming's plan, and afterwards 
to decide upou the erection of the whole or half according to 
the prospect of funds coming in. It was agreed also to make 
an effort to raise by volunt^y subscriptions the sum of £500, 
and to petition Farliament to supplement to a similar extent 
the sum thus raised. It was agreed to modify the architect's 
plan by reducing the width of the building to twenty-five 
ffeet, thus reducing the number of bedrooms to twenty in 
place of twenty-four, and that the Board of Man^ement act 
as a Budding Committee. 

The following is a brief newspaper report of the late im- 
portant transactions of the Club : — 

" For some time past the want of more sleeping aco(»a- 
modation has been severely felt at the Bushmen's Club, but 
hitherto the uncertain state of the property has prevented 
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an; action being taken in this matter by the Board of 

Management. We are informed now, bowever, that steps 
have been taken, and that on the Stt August last, at a joint ■ 
meeting of the Trustees aud Board, plana of a dormitory 
were esamiued, and that of Mr, Gumming, architect, 
approved. Aa only a small Bum of money vas at the credit 
current account in couBequence of the late draft of £1,000 
caah, which waa recently paid to secure the property, it was 
conffldered necessary to postpone the matter for a short time, 
and eudeavour to raise £400 before oommenoing building. 
Subsequent events have proved, however, that a large 
number of bushmeu may be reasonably expected after shear- 
ing, &o., and there being 444 tickets issued from the Club it 
has called forth the undaunted energy and perseverance of 
the buahmen and their friends, who determined to make 
another effort to overcome the difficulty, for which purpose a 
meeting was held on September 5. Present — Uessrs. D, 
Murray (in ohair), J, H. Angas, and W. K. Thomas, 
Trustees ; Mr. H. Giles representing the Board of Manage- 
ment; 'William,' Hon. Superintendent of Club; and Mr. 
Cumming, architect. After a short debate on the subject, it 
was agreed to erect a dormitory according to Mr. Cumming's 
plan, and afterwards to decide upon the erection of the whole 
or half, according to the prospect of funds coming in. It was 
agreed also to modify the plan under the circumstances \y 
reducing the width of the building, thus reducing the number 
of small bedrooms to twenty — the Board of Management to 
act as a Building Committee. 'William' reported to the meet- 
ing that Mr. Thomas Elder had that day paid the Bushmen's 
Club a visit for the first time, having been absent in England, 
and expressed himself highly pleased with the place and its 
arrangements. We trust that the bushmen themselves will 
not be backward in supporting with their subscriptions and 
patronage their kind friends in Adelaide, who have taken 
such a deep interest in tbeir welfare aa a class. The Hon. 
Soperintendent will be glad to receive subscriptions from any 
findnds desiring to aid the good work. We hear that a large 
muster of bushmen may be expected at the annual picnic 
this year, of which due notice will be given. The matter of 
the Benefit Fund is stitl under consideration. ' William* 
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reports that a few subscriptions are beginniug to come ia 
from the bush; he has also received a letter from the acting 
^ent apeaking in encouraging terms of the prospects of the 
Club this seasoD, but as shearing has not yet begun on some 
stations it would be premature to speak positively as to 
results. Another month or two will probably show what the 
bushmen will do." — Express, September 7, 1871, 

J. H. Angas, Esq., having called " William's" attention to 
an application addressed to' the Municipal Corporation ontiie 
5th September, 1871, as follows: — 

"James Hosking requested that the plantation at the 
south-east corner of Whitmore-square might be removed. 
Keferred to the Public Works Committee, with power to 
act;" 

The following correspondence took place upon the 
subject; — 

"Bushmen's Club, September H, 1871. 
" To His Worship the Mayor and Corporation 

of the City of Adelaide. 
" Your Worship and Gentlemen — The Trustees and Board 
of Management of the above-named institution regret to aee 
an intention on the part of the Corporation to clear away the 
plantation at the south-east comer of Whitmore-square, and 
beg to request that the portion in front of the Club premises 
may not be removed. 

fj. H. Angas. 
" Names of Trustees, i W. K. Thomas. 

\ D. Murray. 
" Nam.i of Board of ( g- SSS • 

" I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" • WlLLIiM,' 

Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club." 

" Town Clerk's Office, .Town Hall, 
Adelwde, Sept. 14, 1871. 
" Sir— I hiiTe the honour, by direction of the City Council, 
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to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1 1th mstant, 
having refereDce to the preaeiratioii of that portion of the 
planted enoloBure immediately in &ont of the Bnshmen'B 
Club, Whitmore-square, and in reply am instnicted to say 
the Council has decided to remore only about 50 (fifty) feet 
at the aorthtsm end, and the same space at the southern 
«tid, leaviDg that portion you refer to intact. 
" I have the honour to be, Sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 
" Thouas WoBflNOP, Town Clerk. 
" To ' William,' Hon. Superintendent 
Bushmen's Club." 

A^ain, on the 13th September (tlie same month), a special 
meeting was held at Mr. Cumming's (the architeot'e) office, 
to decide upon a tender for building the said dormitory. 
Present — Messrs. D. Murray and W. K. Thomas, Trustees; 
N, Blyth and C. B. Young, Board of Management. 

It was agreed, after considering ways and means, that Mr. 
D. Murray should call on T. Elder, Esq., and other gentle- 
men, and endeavour to raise £200 — if successful, the entire 
plan of the dormitory to be carried out; &iling this, one-half 
to be proceeded with. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Angas, it was agreed that C. 
B. Young, Esq., draw up a petition to be presented to Par- 
liament; "William," Hon. Superintendent, to furnish such 
information as required. 

In the Register's Parliamentary report of 20th September 
appeared the following paragraphs : — 

" Mr. Clyde, in the absence of Mr. Murray, presented & 
petition from the Trustees and officers of the Bushmen's 
Club, praying that £500 be voted to subsidize the funds of 
the Club. 

" Received and read." 

" Mr. Clyde to move — ' That Petition No. 46, presented 
on 19th September, from the Trustees of the Bushmen's 
Club, be printed.' " 

Touching upon this matter the Es^ttt of September 22 
adds: — 

" The Trustees and Board of Managemmt of the Busb- 
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men's Club have felt themselves bound to make arrango- 
meets to iDcreaae the accommodation, ia consequence of 
the continual growth of the institution. Nearly all the 
bushmen being out of town at the shearing, &c., and the 
need being specially urgent for more sleeping accommoda- 
tion against their return, the present opportunity is con- 
sidered a very favourable one for building a new dormitory, 
the foundation stone of whioh will be laid on Saturday. The 
new building and its arrangements will add much to the 
comfort of the inmates, giving more space, and enabling each 
man to have hia own sleeping apartment. There are many 
improvements contemplated; some of them are partly carried 
out, and when completed former inmates will scarcely recog- 
nise the old place. We see by the Parliamentary Notice- 
paper that Mr. Glyde, M.P., has given notice of niotiou for ft 
supplementary grant of £500 towards the institution. This 
ia as it should be, for it is an institution that deserves the 
countenance and support of the colonists generally." 

The Evening Journal of same date also furnishes tbe fol- 
lowing: — 

" As wo lately stated, the Board of Management of this- 
Club have, owing to the increased interest taken in, and the 
healthy growth of the institution, been induced to make 
arrangements for providing more accommodation at the 
Home in Whit more square. As nearly all the Bushmen are 
at present busily engaged at the stations in clipping the 
sheep, and a large influx is expected so soon as the wool 
season has closed, the present seemed a suitable time for 
supplying the additional sleeping room that is urgently 
needed, and the dormitories, the number and size of which 
have been previously noted, are on the eve of being erected. 
Masons and other workmen are now engaged in clearing the 
space, and preparing for the laying of the foundation- stone of 
the new wing. Many improvements are also going on, and 
irhen former inmates return it ia believed that the old place, 
comfortable as it was, will have been so thoroughly renovated 
and brightened up as to be scarcely recognisable. Under the 
altered system, and the increased space, each lodger will be 
-able to get a separate room, and keep the key while he 
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TemainH in town, ao that it may be for the time hia own: 
oaatle. The friends of this useful and now thoroughly 
established affair are ghtd that Ur. L. Clyde, M.P., has taken 
action to endeavour to eecuro a grant of £500 to aid the- 
pronioterB. The institution deserves to be well treated, for 
those who have to do with its establishment have certainly 
worked with spirit, and given with liberality. Prejudioes 
had to be met, fought, and defeated, and objections to tho 
Club or its operations are seldom if ever heard. The buah- 
men have themselves contributed generously, and are idanti- 
fying themselves with the Home in greater numberB than 
ever; they, however, still claim the countenance, and to some- 
extent the help of others." 

All things being now ready to commence the new building, 
it was thought advantageous to the success of the undertaking- 
that the foundation-stone should be formally Ifud, and the- 
following invitation was inserted in the public papers : — 

" Bcsbhbk's CLua 
" General notice to buskmen and their friends. 
" The foundation-stone of the new dormitory will be laid 
(n.v.) on Saturday nest, 23rd instant, at 2 p.m. All friends 
respectfully invited. No collection. 

" 'William,' Hon. Superintendent, &c" 

The following is the Advertisei'a report of the ceremony : — 
" Since its commencement the Buahmen'a Club has been a 
continued success ; and the Board of Management, finding 
the urgent necessity of providing increased accommodation, 
determined to add a wiug to the western portion of the 
premises. Mr. Cununiug, the architect, was deputed to 
draw up plana for the addition, and tenders were called — 
that of Mr. Farr, for £440, being accepted. The building is 
intended to be used as a dormitory. It will be fifty-^ii feet 
long, twenty-five broad, and thirteen feet to the tiling. The 
average height of the roof will be seventeen and a-balf feet, 
and there will be no ceiling. This will allow ample space for 
ventilation, so as to give bushmen an equivalent for the open 



:296 HisTOitT o? 

huts to -which they have been acaustomed vMle living la the 
country. It will cootoia twenty separate deeping rooms, 
with the neceBsoiy fittingB. The w^ls will be of Glen 
OBmond stone, with cement dressings, and the roof of 
galvanized iron. It is intended, we believe, aa the Club 
increases, to add another wing on the opposite aide of the 
main building. On Saturday afternoon, September 23, the 
■ceremony of laying the foundation-stone of the new dormitory 
was performed by Mr. D. Murray, M.P.; Mr. C. B. Young 
.and other gentlemen being also present The grounds were 
very tastefully decorated with flags and banners, which gave 
them quite a. holiday appearance. Schroder's Band was also 
present, and enlivened the proceedings. Shortly after 2 
■o'clock- — a number of persons having assembled, and Mr. 
Murray having taken his position — the Hon. Superintendent, 
* William,' said he had a short address to present to Mr. 
Murray. He then read the following : — 

" 'To David Murray, Esq., M.P. — We, the members of the 
Bushmen's Club of South Australia, request that you -will on 
this special occasion accept of the accompanying trowel, noit 
for its intrinsic value, but as a slight manifesto of our esteem 
And regard; also as a remembrance in time to come of this 
happy event, namely, of laying the foundation-stone of the 
new dormitory. May Almighty God bless you with peace, 
proapenty, and happiness; and the institution itself with His 
fevour. 

" Signed on behalf of the members, 
" Tho9. Ward, 
" John Sibwabt, 
" Tbeblovb Hamhonb.'" 
" Ur. Murray thanked 'William' on behalf of the membors 
■of the Club for their address. He certainly felt he was 
greatly honoured in being asked to lay the foundation^^tone 
of the new building. Such an event aa that augured well 
for the future of the Bushmen's Home, and was ho thought 
the precursor of better things to come. He hoped the oam- 
fbrts and accommodation of the Home would recommend it 
to bushmen. He quite expected that there would be a Urge 
increase in the attendance of members, who already were 
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i, ftnd that some who came from curiosity would be 
induced to stay. He trusted that the Home would be a 
permanent Home and increaeingly useful, and that the build- 
ing would increaae the comforts of the bushmen. He again 
thanked the membera of the Club. 

" Mr. Archibald Duncan here presented a silver trowel to 
"Mr. Murray on behalf of the bushmen. It was manufactured 
by Mr. Steiner, Rundle-street, and on it were engraved tho 
words, 'Presented to David Murray, Esq., M.P., by the 
bushmen of South Australia. September 23, 1871, 1 Peter, 

ii. 17. 

" Mr. Murray expressed his thanks for this token of esteem 
from the bushmen of the colony, and Mr. T. Hammond again 
thanked Mr. Murray, on behalf of the members, for the 
interest he had taken in the Club. 

"Mr. Murray briefly acknowled the eompliment, statiug 
that the Club was greatly indebted to ' William' for ita 
success. 

"A bottle containing copies of that day's Eegiater and 
Advertiser, a portrait of Mr. J. H, Angas, a promoter of the 
work, on the back of which the words ' Promoter of good' 
had been written, and the following document: — ' This stone 
was laid by David Murray, Esq., M.P., on the 23rd day of 
September, 1871, in the thirty-fifth year of the reign of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, and the third year of the Governor- 
Bhip of Sir James Fergusson,' having been deposited in a 
space under the stone, it was lowered into its place. Mr, 
Murray declared the atone well and truly laid, and then pro- 
posed cheers for the Bushmen's Club, which was heartily 
responded to — the Band playing the National Anthem. 
Cheers were also given for the absent members; Mr. J. H. 
Angas, the President; the Hon. Superintendent, 'William;' 
and Mr. Murray. The company then adjourned to the 
m^u building, where re&eshments had been laid out, and 
after partaking thereof the proceedings terminated." 

The next meeting of the Board of Management was hdd on 
the 3rd October, 1671. Present — Messrs, C. B. Young 
{ohair), and H. OUes. 
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Hinntes of preceding meeting were read and oonfirmed; 

Touolieni called over, and found correct. 

The Hon. Superintendent reported tliat he had paid over 
to the Curator of Intestate Estates, as per order of Board, 
on account of James Kelley, deceased, .£14 16s., for which 
amount he held the receipt; that the fences were partially 
repaired; that he had called on T. Eider, Esq., who promised 
to visit the Club, and also to see Mr. N. Blyth about his vote; 
that Mr. Angas had sent " William" a letter, directing him 
to bring' before the notice of the Board the fact that the 
Corporation were disposed to remove the shrubbery in front 
of the premises, and to take the necessary steps to prevent 
it — this had been done; that the labourers and maaoos had 
been employed during the past week about the dormitory, 
the found ation-stone of which was laid by D. Murray^ Esq., 
on the 23rd September, 1871 ; that a movement had 
been made to get a supplementary grant of £500 for the Club 
from the Government placed on the Estimates; that he was 
now of opinion that the subscriptions from the bush after all 
espenses were paid for colleeting, would be very small; that 
on the 29th September a young man named William Costello, 
without any known friends, was sent to the Hospital, and 
died the same evening; that according to clauses 6 aod 12 
of the constitution it was time to give notice of the 
approach of the annual general meeting, and the nomination 
of candidates for Boai-d of Management. Receipts from all 
aoureea, £87; total number of tickets issued, 50S. 

Resolved by the Board that the annual general meeting 
be held on Friday, 22od December, 1871. 

The following advertisement was inserted : — 

" KOTICB TO BUSHHEN, 

" The annual general meeting of the Club will be held 
(d.v.) at the Club-house on Friday, December 22, 1871, for 
general business, and to elect a Board of Management in the 
place of Messrs. N. Blyth, C. B. Young, and H. Giles, who 
retire, but are eligible for re-election. 

" Farther Notice. — Qualified persons proposing to offer 
themselves as candidates must signify their williogaesB to 
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act if elected in wrHiog to me on or bt^cae lOth November 
next. (See coastitutioii, clauses 6 and 12.) 

" By order of the Board of Management, 

"'William,' Hon. Superintendent. 
" Bushmen's Club, Whitmore-sqoare, 
October 3, 1871." 

Respecting the GoTemment grant to the Bushmen's Club, 
the Register of 29th September had the following remarks: — 

"The Bushmen's Club. — The Tmsteea and Board of 
Maoagement of the Bushmen's Club have preaentod a peti- 
tion to the House of Assembly, which baa been printed on 
the motion of Mr, Glyde. It represents that upwards of" 
£1,500 has been subscribed for the purchase of premises for 
the purposes of the Bushmen's Club, and that a further sum 
of £1,000 is required to extend the building in order to meet 
the increasing demands for accommodatiou. It therefore 
prays that a sum of £500 may be placed on the Estimates- 
for 1872, in order to supplement the amount raised by 
private subscriptions. Considering the great benefits t^> 
the moral and social welfare of the bushmen which the Club 
offers, and considering also the energetic spirit of self-help- 
which the bushmen themselves have displayed in their con- 
tribatioDS to the funds, we do not think a more deserving 
case could be submitted to the Assembly, and wo trust it 
will receive favourable consideration when it is brought 
forward." 

The following is a copy of the debates as reported by the 
j^rfucrlwer, October 7, 1871: — 

"The Bcshmbn's CLca 

" In Committee. 

" Mr. Murray moved — ' That an address be presented to- 
His Excellency the Governor, praying His Excellency t» 
cause a s<im not exceeding £500 to be placed ou the 
Estimates for the year 1872, for the purpose of supple- 
menting contrihations in behalf of the Bushmen's Home.' 
(See Petition, House No. 88.) 

"He anticipated very little opposition to this motion, as he 
advocated not any local interest, bnt the claims of a class- 



. who he thought every class of the commimity miiBt feid th^ 
had an interest in. It was needless for. him to point out 
that to a large extent the hushnien were destitute of many 
blessings which persons possessed in the settled parts of the 

■colony, aud were therefore entitled to their consideration; 
but he might mention that the Maistance of Parliament had 
been granted for a Home of another class of persons in the 
colony— the Sailors' Home. Those who would be benefited 
thereby, however, had not the same claims upon the colony 
as the bushmen had, inasmuch as the sailors only came to 
the colony now and then, whilst the bushmen were con- 
tinually with them; and being absent from the settled dis- 
tricts, especially town, and visiting it only once a year, he 
thought it the duty of the Government to assist the colonists 
and the bushmen themselves by providing some kind of a 
Home for them. The bushmen had done all in their power 
to provide themselves with such a Home, havi:^ collected 
£600 in small sums from over 2,000 of their number, and 
the public had already supplemented that amount so as to 
make a total of about .£2,000, which iiad been expended on 
the Home and providing the necessaries for establishing it. 
Its success had been proved during the eighteen months in 
which it had been established by there having been from a 

-dozen to thirty inmates constantly inhabiting it, and the 
bushmen had shown their appreciation of it by returning to 
it again and agtun. The Committee of the Home- had 

• already taken steps to increase its accommodation by build- 
ing a new dormitory, which would cost something like £500, 
and they were endeavouring to complete the purchase of the 
property comprised by the Home, which would take another 
considerable sum, and they only asked the House to grant 
them a sum not exceeding £500, which they wovdd supple- 
ment by contributions from the public to a similar extent. 
He felt that the bushmen had a stong claim upon the 
"Government, inasmuch as they were a large portion of the 
community, connected with one of the largest industries in 
the colony, who had. received no sort of assistance from them 

jet. He thought it was a very creditable thing that a 
Home of this sort should be established first in South Atu- 
tralia, aud the other colonies Were making enquiries with a. 
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view of eetablishiDg similar Homes there. Already the sum 
of ^,000 had been lodged in the Home by the bushmen 
themselroB, which might have been spent in a. way not at all 
conducive to their interests had they not had the Home to 
go to, which also enabled them to receive lettera, to have 
communioatioa-with others, to use it as a 'pl&tx where they 
coiild obtain employment, and for many other purpoaos. He 
felt that every member of the Houee as well as himself 
should have the iatereats of the bushmen at heart, and that 
they should consider it only a privilege to lend a helping 
hand to those who were willii^ to help themselves. 

" Mr. Gogliu had much pleasure in supporting the motion. 
If there was one body of men more deserving of the consider- 
ation of the public than another it was the bushmen, and he 
thought the establishment of a Home for them was a step in 
the right direction. It would keep them from going to- 
hotels, and other places where they would spend their money 
foolishly, and regret It in their more sober moments. He 
was very glad it was an abstemious institution, and he 
thoiaght tbey could not do better than assist those gentlemen 
who had so kindly formed themselves into a Committee to- 
«stablish it. 

" Mr. Boupaut, before he said he would vote for the 
motion, asked the hon. member in whom the Bushmen's 
Club was vested, and, supposing the Club was broken up to- 
morrow, to whom the benefit of the £500 would go t 

" The Treasurer (Hon. J. Hart) said there appeared neither 
in the petition nor in the motion any guarantee that the 
sum asked for was absolutely for a building wliich would be 
like the Sailors' Home at Port Adelaide, which was in trust 
for all time, and therefore could not by any possibility be 
sold or made away with. The Sailors' Home also provided 
accommodation for the Shipping Master and his clerk, so 
that it was a Government establishment so far as that was 
concerned; and although something like j£4,000 had been 
contributed by private subscription and laid out upon it, the- 
whole amount subscribed by the Government was only 
£1,000, so that the circumstances of the cases were not 
similar to those represented by the hon. member for the city. 
He thought it would be a good thing to have in connection 
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with the Bushmen'a Club Bome similar arrangement to the 
Shipping MoBter's establiahment at Port Adelaide. During 
his visit to Melbourne he had gleaned Bome infonoation viih 

r^;ard to the system lately eetabliaed in California — that of 
the Government finding a Registry Office without fee for 
people out of employment. It had proved -very succeasfo], 
and there wag some talk of adopting something of the kind 
in Melbourne, and if such an office conld be arranged for in 
the Bushmen's Club building, the Government would see 
their way more clearly to vote for the sum now asked for. 
They, however, would not be able to do so unless they were 
informed that the building was vested in the hands of trus- 
tees, so that it could not be sold, and that the whole of the 
<jlovemment eipenditure would be on the additions to bo 
made to the building, otherwise it might be devoted towards 
the support of the institution, which of course the Govern- 
ment could not admit. 

" Mr. N. BIyth could inform the Goveromeut that the 
whole of the money was to be applied to enlarging the build- 
ing, that the building was vested in trustees for all time, was 
freehold property, and was tied down against any malappro- 
priation the same as similar institutions. As for the insUtu- 
tion asking for any sum to carry on operations, it was self- 
supporting — (Hear, hear) — and it was the success it had met 
with which had necessitated the enlargement of the accom- 
modation, and directed the attention of the promoters and 
the Committee to ask for this very moderate grant in aid to 
one of the most unostentatious but practical and moral 
movements which had yet been made in the colony, (Hear, 
hear.) There was a registry office attached to the Club for 
the benefit of the particular cla^ for whom it was designed, 
which was availed of to a -very considerable extent. The 
circumstance that a great deal of the money to found the 
institution was contributed by tbe biiahmen themselves was a 
very striking fact, and he felt that the success of an institu- 
tion like this would be a great beneQt to the community, 
and in the long run save Government a great deal of expen- 
diture in many of our public institutions. The object iu 
■establishing tbe institution was to a great extent a moral one 
— to give the men when they came to town an opportuni^ 
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of losing in a place where they could have respectable and 
ionocent amuEements, instead of making a vroag use of their 
time. He waa sorry that the motion had not met with 
a warmer reception on the part of the Government. 

"Mr. Hay would move an amendment, which wotdd perhaps 
alter the views of the Ciovemmest, to strike out ' on behalf 
'of the Bushmen's Home,' and insert ' for the enlargement of 
the building now used as the Bushmen's Home.' There was 
no idea that the sum asked for should go towards the support 
■of the institution, the intention of those frequenting it being 
he believed to contribute towards the support of their brother 
bushmen who were in indigent circumstances, and came to 
the Homo looking out for work till they found it. He could 
have wished that the Home had been established in a more 
central position, the only fear he hod for its permanency 
being its distance from the business part of the town. He 
considered it was in the wrong locality; but as the Superin- 
tendent (' WHliam'), who had shown so much energy and 
devotion, and the Committee, who had given great attention to 
the institution, believed the present was a suitable locality, 
be deferred to tlieir judgment so far as to agree to vote this 
X500; but he feared, if 'William's' supervision was taken 
away, for its permanency. 

'■ The Commissioner of Crown Lands (Hon. A, Blyth) 
remarked that the hon. member's {Mr. Hay's) amendment 
altered the position of the motion very much indeed, and the 
objections, which he was sure the Committee must feel were 
very well founded, were to some extent met by it; but he 
could not help saying, speaking entirely on his own account, 
that he was afraid there was a very great evil abroad in the 
comitry — that of looking too much to the Government for 
assistance. (Cheers, and No.) With the exception of 
churches and chapels, and the schools connected with tbom, 
which they were not at all behind hand with, he thought 
they did not give as much as they ought. The Hospital was 
a charitable institution which certainly must engage the 
sympathy of any person who thought about the matter ; but 
that simply £600 should be contributed towards it by the 
community, which comprised among Us members many very 
-wealthy individuals, and a large number of persons of great 
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ease in monetary matters, waa not creditable to them. Take 
another inatitution — the Benevolent and Strangers' Friend 
Society. Wan £100 contributed towards that sufficient for 
the community t They were too much in the habit of look- 
ing at their giving in theae matters Sin if they were not behind 
band, but he thoi^ht they were very much. Were the pro- 
position for a contribution towards the expenses of the Bush- 
men's Home he should stand out very strongly against it> 
but placed as it was by the amendment as a contribution, 
towards the building, which was to be vested in trustees, and 
could not be diverted from the object for which the Club was 
instituted, it relieved his mind from a good deal of the 
objection which might be made against it. 

" Mr. Murray accepted the amendment. 

" Mr. Pearce supported the motion. He agreed with a 
great many remarks which had been made by the last 
speaker, the only doubt he had whether to support the 
motion being the class for whom assistance waa sought. 
Whilst he admitted that the bushmen as a class should look 
to the Government for consideration, seeing that the pastoral 
lessees had been granted very valuable concessions, which 
led to a certain extent to the necessity for the Home, ho- 
doubted whether that class of the community (the lessee) 
should not have made provision for the bushmen without an 
appeal to that House. The allowing of fencing to be 
reckoned as an improvement had had a tendency to throw 
out of employment many bushmen, and as fencing continued 
this would be still more tht case. As many of the men 
would be growing old, he hoped the Committee would con- 
sider the advisability of establishing in conooction with the 
Club a Benefit Society as a provision for their old age. That 
would be a very valuable institution, and would relieve the 
revenue of the country of future calls, which he feared would 
otherwise be made upon it by the bushmen. 

" Mr. Cavenagh should have liked the mover to have 
brought down the balance-sheet to show whether the institu- 
tion was self-supporting or not. He had heard that it was, 
and therefore he was sorry that the matter had been broi^ht 
before the House, althou^ he should not oppose it, inst^d 
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«f the Committee making atiU greater eudeavout- to render it 

self-Bupporting. 

" Mr. Murray said the only objection i-aised which hod 
any weight was that the Biishmen'a Club was not established 
in a proper part of the town. To some extent he admitted 
this, but it was altogether beyond the power of the Com- 
mittee to get a Home established in a raoi-e suitable part of 
the town consistently with the means at their disposal. 
They had acquired the present building ou very advantageous 
terma, and were putting up the buildings on the most 
■economical principle. He was convinced that if it ever was 
required to be sold it would realize the full price paid for' it. 
It was vested in permanent trustees, so that if ever it came 
to be sold the amount advanced by the Government would 
be at the disposal of the public for any other public purpose. 
He did not anticipate such a result, but believed the Home 
would increase. With respect to what had been said by the 
hon. member Mr. Cavenagh, the institution had been self- 
supporting escept to the extent of X40 or £50, and after the 
■erection of this new dormitory, which would atford accom- 
modation for twenty-four more persons, he had no doubt nest 
year it would be completely self-supporting. The hon. mem- 
ber Mr. Pearce was right in saying that the destitute were to 
some extent relieved by the Home. There had been seveuty- 
«ight cases in which buahmen had been relieved by it, who 
otherwise must have gone to the Asylum. He believed the 
"Destitute Asylum and the Hospital would be relieved to a 
very large extent by the Club, for the habits of iudustiy and 
sobriety inculcated there would prevent them going to 
those places for some time. 

"Mr. Boucaut did not anticipate the Home would become 
a feilure, and should give the hon. member for East Adelaide 
his warmest support, but it was the duty of the House to see 
that money voted from the public purse should uot in the 
event of any possible failure of the institution fall into 
private hands. Such things had happened, and it was the 
duty of the Government to see that that possibility was 
guarded against. He would ask the hon. member to amend 
bia motion further by adding ' such sum to be paid on the 
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Attoraej-Giefin^l being satiafied vith the trugts declared in 
respect of the eaid Basfamen'B Home.' 

" Mr. Murray had no objection to the amendment. 

" Mr. Diifiield exceedingly regretted that the bon. member 
had brought forward this motion, as he thought there vas 
spirit enough in the people to carry on the Bushmen's Home 
without appealing to the public treasury. When applied to 
he gave subscriptions according to his means, and he believed 
equally with other people; but if as soon as they had got aD 
they could out of him and others in private subscriptions, 
the persons acting in the matter put their hands ia the 
public purse, the faith of the pubhc in subscribing to such 
institutions would be destroyed. In the form the matter 
would take with the last amendment, he was not sure the 
Bushmen's Home would not become a Government ioetitu- 
tiou. Why should they not just as much support a common 
Labourers' Home, or a Carpenters' Home! The system was 
one which could not be consistently carried out in le^slatiou, 
and be should oppose the motion. 

"Mr. Coglin was surprised at the speech of the bon. 
member Mr. DufBeld, after he had made an application and 
obtained a subsidy for a magnificent building within ft 
quarter of a mile of his own house — -the Gawler Institute. 
He was very much surprised that the bon. member, who h; 
thought had a kind social good feeling to society and his 
fellow men, should have made such a speech. He hoped, 
after the very judicious amendment of the hon. member Mr. 
BoTicaut, that the Government would support the motion. 
When a number of unfortunate men who came down, instead 
of going to various hotels and elsewhere, could have a good, 
moral, abstemious, and religious establishment superintended 
by a man like ' William' — be bad never seen him, but he 
always road of good men and tbeir works — the Government 
should give their aid, and be was sure the oolomsts would 
highly applaud their action. 

" The motion for this grant to the Bushmen's Club was 
carried." 

On the 13th October the following pleasing announcement 
was made in the Evening Journal : — 
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"Bdshmbn's Club. — ^We are infonned by 'WiUiajn,' the 
Honorary Superintendent of the Club, that the Hon. T. 
Elder h^ promised the handsome donation of £100 to the 
funds. This is an example vhich may well bo followed by 
-other wealthy gentlemen interested in the welfare of the 
bushmeu of South Australia." 

It is presumed that this gift of Mr. Elder's was in lieu of 
his share of the piece of land formerly promised to the Com- 
mittee, but in consequence of the conditions not being fulfilled 
by the other two persons interested in the land the matter 
fell through. 

The following correspondence will speak for itself : — 
"The Bushuen's Home and the Lasour Offices. 
" to the editor 
" Sir — Having an order for shearers, I could not get my 
complement, so I went to the Bushmen's Home, and enquired 
if there was any there to be had. I was told by the Super- 
intendent there were none in the Home, when one man 
stepped up and said there were several shearers wanted work. 
I offered to engage them, but the Superintendent stated that 
it was not the rule to supply men for another labour office. 
May I ask if those men are to be kept idle because they 
belong to the Home t 

"I am, Sir, &c., 

"E. Gasok. 
*' Labour OfBce, Hindley-street, west." 

" Thb Bushmen's Club and the Laboub Offices. 

" Sir— In reply to R. Gason's' letter about labour offices, 
&c, in this evening's Express, we respectfully bog that you 
will set the matter in its true light before the public. 

" The case was as follows : — Gason called at the Club on 
the evening of the lOth instant, about 7 p.m. There were 
but six bushmen (all told) stopping at the Club that night. 
This being shearing season, the men are away at their work. 
Four of those were invalids, the other two were down in the 
U2 



city at the time. One of them, who is a drover, had but 
that day arrived from the bush ; the other was not a shearer. 
We were present at the time Gasou called and made his 
request. ' WiUiam' told him that he did not think there 
were any shearers at aU. in the Club just then, but as the 
inmates would most likely be altogether at breakfast on the 
following morning he would then ask, and if any were wiUing 
to undertake such work ho would send them to Goscn's office, 
and Gason left ou this understanding. 

" We may also add that ' WiUiam' did send one man 
named MacDonald to his office yesterday morning, thinking 
that, though no shearer, he might do for a knock-about hand. 
Gasou's reasons for making such a statement about the Bush- 
men's Club, &c., is best known to himself. 
"We are, Sir, &e., 

"Thomas Wakd. 

"ARCHiBiLD Duncan, 

" 'WiLLiiM,' Superintendent of Club. 
"October 12, 1871." 

An allusion has formerly been made to a movement 
started in the sister colony of Western Australia to initiate a 
simitar institution for the use of the bushmen of that colony, 
similar to the one established in South Australia. We clip 
the following short note on the subject from the Adelaide 
Observer of Hth October, and a few extracts from letters 
which have been published iu the Perth Magazine, Western 
Australia : — 

" Bushmen's Club. — We see from the Church of England 
Magazine, a monthly publication issued at Perth, Western 
Australia, that Mr. E. H. Laurance, R.M., who acknowledges 
hia indebtedness to ' William,' the Hon. Superintendent of 
the Adelaide Bushmen's Home, for documents, reports, rules, 
and useful information bearing upon the institutions, is, in 
a series of letters, urging upon the people of the adjoining 
colony the desirability of establishing a similar Home. The 
writer deals exhaustively with the subject, and the imitation 
of South Australia that he in this matter advises might well 
be thought of by the inhabitants of more prosperons 
provinces. — First voice from Western Australia." 
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"Bushhek's Houe. 



" TO THB EDITOR OP THB ' CHDRCH OF ENGLAND MAOAZISB.' 

" Sir — The subject of Bushmen's Homes ie one to which 
my attention has been drawn during the past year, by 
witneaaing the great disadvantageH under which a working 
man lalwurs when out of employment, or ou a Tisit from the 
bush to the more settled parts of the colony. I therefore 
beg a snmll space in your pages to put before the public the 
want that exists in this colony in this respect, the outline 
of a scheme to meet the want, and a few particulars of the 
success which has attended the establishment of such an 
institution in South Australia. I do this in the hope that 
attention will be drawn to the subject, and that, among the 
many charitable and philanthropic objects which call for the 
sympathy and aid of Christians in this colony, the bushmen 
and other labourers may receive a share of sympathy in the 
temptations that surround them, and of assistance towards 
the amelioration of their physical, moral, and religious 
condition. 

" It could hardly fail to strike one whose duty it becomes 
frequently to punish drunkenness and other lawlessnees, that 
Tery little — might I say ' nothing T — is done to give an 
opportunity to these casual visitors to our towns to avoid the 
temptations that await them. Shepherds, labomers, and 
otiier buahmeu — either out of employment or on a holiday — 
have the strongest inducements to dissipate their earnings in 
drink ; they have little alternative but to lodge at a publiu- 
bouBc, or aneven worse haunt^a low boarding-house. There 
are always ' chums' on the watch for them and their money, 
and it is a sadly frequent and notorious fact that large sums 
of money — £20, £30, £40, and even more— are speedily run 
through on such occasions.. When the spree is over (with, 
too often, a climax of imprisonment), these men return to 
their work worse in pocket, body, and soul, to repeat the 
process at intervals. 

" The law punishes them for drunkenness, but cannot 
directly reward them for sobriety ; the pitblie-house decks 
itself with meretricious attractions for their enticements, and 
boon companions eagerly welcome them, while no counter 
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attraction ezista. Society comJemns tliem as degraded, 
improvident, hardened rioters, and ' passea by on the otliet 
side,' like the Phsrisee of old. What have we ever done as 
a community, or as individuals, to stretch out a reBCuing 
handt 

" It ia true that for the residents in the towns, Working 
Men's AEsociations and Mechanics' Institutes aSbrd oppor- 
tunity of improvement, and a means of spending leisure 
hours profitably ; but these agencies cannot be expected to 
reach the class to which I allude — the occasional visitors to 
towns — and would be insufficient to meet their need, even if 
the meo would use them. 

" Let any one seriously ask himself what a bushman is to 
do when he cornea into town — where is he to go — with whom 
is he to associate — what amusements and enjoyments ia he to 
obtain 1 la it not almost inevitable that he will go to the 
haunts where alone he finds a welcome— a flaring bar or the 
secret slum t That he will associate with those who give 
him a hearty greeting) That he will enter into vicious 
enjoyments and amusements since no virtuous pleasures are 
offered to him4 And that loss of money, health, and self- 
respect must be the end 1 How can he help it 1 Should we 
be likely to do otherwise were we placed in his position I 
Unless resirained by strong feelings of piety, he must follow 
the multitude, because no effort is made to 1^ him to better 
things. 

" I am not so Hanguine as to suppose a Bushmen's Home 
would draw away even a majority from the mode of life I 
have sketched ; but on the other hand I cannot doubt that 
there are men among them who would gladly avail them- 
selves of an escape, which should be made pleasant and 
profitable to them in every respect, and who would rather 
save their money, liberty, and their health, if opportunity 
were afforded them. The fact with which we ought to 
reproach ourselves is, that they have hardly any alternative 
but to be vicious. 

" In calling attention to the desirability of Bushmen's 
Homes, it must not be overlooked that the benefits designed 
to arise from them are not confined to those who would use 
them as inmates ; the squatter, &nner, and mechanio are in 
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reality benefited by whatever contributes to the steadiness, 
the sobriety, and the vigour of the labourers they employ j 
you cannot improve the condition of the one without con- 
ducing to the welfare of the other. Nor is it necessary for 
me here to point out how society at large is advantaged by 
the prosperity and respectability of the working man. 
Employers and employed should unite in recognising and 
iielping a project tending to their mutual advantage. 

"The idea is no novelty. Sailors' Homes, with similar 
objects to those I have indicated, exist in a large number of 
British ports ; great success has marked their efforts ; the 
English sailor knows that he has a comfortable home at each 
port where these friendly institiitions are in opei-atioq ; and 
in very niBny cases their existence keeps liim from a course 
■of sin. Abundant testimony to their usefulness has been 
given by public writers and speakers, by oificers of the 
highest i-ank in the navy, and by numbers of the grateful 
participators in their benefits. 

" Unquestionably there are many difficulties in the way of 
the establishment of a Home ; the money, the pix»per super- 
inteudeiicc, the enlisting of the interest of the men them- 
■eelves in the project, are matters which may not easily be 
attained ; but if we are convinced that the institution ia a 
desideratum, and would be calculated to raise the tone of the 
labouring classes, the difficulties ore not insuperable. Trusting 
in your nest number to give a sketch of the kind of Home 
that is required, I now leave the subject to the earnest con- 
sideration of your readers, and am. Sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 
" E. H. Laubance, Resident Magistrate, 

" August, 1871." " Greenough, W.A. 

Letter II. from Western Asatralia. 
-" TO THE EDITOR OF THE ' CHDBCH OF ENQLADD UAGAZINE.* 

" Sir — I propose in this letter to give an outline of an 
institution such as' would meet the want to which I oolled 
attention lest mouth. lu doing bo, I wish to aeknowledjie 
that I am indebted for uumy useful hints to the rules of the 
South Australian Club hefwe alluded to. 
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" It is a matter of great importance to the Buccees of auob 
an institution, to enlist the sympathy and oo-operation of 
tiie cinea for whom it is desired, by giving them a share ia 
it^ management. I nhould like to see many of the elements, 
of a Club introduced into its administration ; that the Com- 
mittee of Management should be elected by the members, 
and that fixed annual meetings should be held, which would 
give the members an opportunity of bringing forward any 
alterations they might desire iu the rules or conduct of the- 
Home. 

" The main objects will be to secure board and lodging for 
working men at moderate rates ; to provide for them means 
of healthful and innocent recreation and moral improvement j 
to act as a Bank of Deposit, where they can leave their 
savings to be invested, or otherwise taken care of ; and to- 
supply a general agency at which they can enquire for work, 
transact business, and receive other assistance. 

" It will, I think, be readily admitted that such an 
institution must be conducted on temperance principles. If 
intoxicating liquors were once introduced on tlie premises, it 
would be difficult to prevent over-indulgence in them. 
Eqiially, of course, it would be absolutely necessary to 
exclude any man who was the wurse for liquor. Innocuous 
beverages should be sold at the Home to its inmates. 

" By using the term ' bushmen' I do not contemplate con- 
fining the use of the institution to those who work far away 
from the settled parts of the colony. The title waa suggested 
by the special wants of that class, but in the towns probably 
other working men would be the most numerous members. 

" The title ' Home' eipresses the light in which its mem- 
bers should regard it, that whenever they come into th& 
town or locality where the Home exists, they may look upon 
it as their regular place of abode. And thci'e is no reasoD 
why it should be used by travellers only ; there might be 
permanent lodgera. 

" Membership should be obtained by an annual sub- 
Bcription of^say ten ahilliuga. The advantages of member- 
ship should be the supply of board and lodging at a lower 
rate than non-members, the possession of a vote ia th* 
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election of officers, and the use of the deposit and agency 
branch. 

" The Home should provide board and lodging for non- 
members at moderate ratoB. 

" Strict rules as to cleanliness, sobriety, regular hoiire for 
meals, and submission to the Superintendent in matters of 
order, would have to be drawu up, but this is not the place 
to surest all the details. A paid Superintendent, upon 
whom thorough dependence coidd be placed, is a primary 
requisite ; a married man, whose wife could act as a house- 
keeper, would be most suitable. 

" The smallest accommodation that would do to start with 
would comprise a room for meals, reading-room, store-room, 
kitchen, two rooms for the Superintendent, and a dormitory, 
which might be divided by partitions, and should contain not 
less than six beds. There are many other apartments which 
suggest themselves as desirablo, and of course the sleeping 
accommodation would have to depend on the demand, but 
the above might suffice at iirst. 

" The reading-room should be furnished with papers and 
periodicals, writing materials, chess and other games, and in 
course of time a library. This room might be made avail- 
able to non-members by the payment of a small sul»cription, 
so that men with homes of iJieir own could make use of it, 
with advantage to the funds of the Home, and no additional 
expense. 

" The Superintendent should be under the control of the 
Committee of Management, and receive directions from them 
as to the conducting of the Home. Hia authority should be 
recognised and supported by the members. Jt would be his 
duty to receive the deposits of money, to take charge of 
clothing and other property of members that they might 
desire to leave at the Home, to aSbrd them assistance when 
possible by receiving and forwarding letters for them, and 
giving information as to situations, &c. 

" From the above it will be seen that the first outlay will 
comprise the procuring and fitting up of a house, and the 
pay of a Superintendent and a female servant. It may be 
hoped that the Home would become self-supporting after a 
time, by means of members' subscriptions and a small ntnrgin 
u3 
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of profit on the TictualUng ; but it woold eerttunlf need 
considerable external aid tit first. The Superintendeat must 
be a man of iutelligenoe and respectabihty, and at all tioies 
ready for his dutiea, but he might combine other occupation 
with them. If he were a meohanio he could work at his 
trade, and, receiving board and lodging at the Home, he need 
not be oth^wise very highly remunerated. In country 
places, where expenBea would be greater and patronage leas 
r^ular, the institution should have lazid attached to it, to be 
&nned for the benefit of the Hume, or bj the Superintendent 
for his maintenance. 

" The foregoing is an outline of a Home for working men 
on tixQ moat economical scale practicable. I have spoken on 
this subject to several bushmen, sandalwood cutters, and 
others, some of whom are now in the .habit of running 
through their earnings in the manner related in my last 
letter. When the folly of their course is pointed out to 
them, they readily admit it, but naturally reply that th^ 
have no other amusements, and no place but the public- 
house to go to. They profess that they would gladly avail 
themselves of a Home ; they see what a difference it would 
make in their comfort and their pooketa ; they allow that 
the greater part of their money goes for the gratification of 
tiieir greedy associates, and that in every sense they are 
spending ' money for that which is not bread.' At Dongarra 
(Irwin) this state of things is painfully prevalent ; bush 
labourers congregate more there than at the Oreenough, and 
there is more money afloat ; the amount that finds its way 
into the public-house is sadly large. I wish I could see the 
way to start a Home there. 

" I must not m^e any further demand on your space this 
month, but will endeavour to supply your next number with 
a brief account of the establishment and progress of the'Club 
in Adelaide, gathered from newspapers and other documents 
kiiidly forwarded to me by the Superintendent 
" I am, Sir, 

"Yours faithfully, 

" E. H. Laubikcm. 

"September, 1871." 



Extntot firoB Un Third Letter from Wertem AutnlU. 
*' TO THB BDITOB OF THS ' CHUBCH OP BNOLAND HAaAZIHB.' 

" Sir — I have now to give you a few intereeting and 
«ncouraging pcirticulEirs regarding the BuBhraen'e Club in 
Adelaide, collected from circulars and newspapers furnished 
to me by ' William,' the Superintendent. 

"In January, 1869, a committee, collected together by 
J. H. Angas, Esq., and ' William,' presided over by the Hon. 
T. Elder, il.L.C, was formed, and a prospectus was issued 
And widely circulated. This prospectus gave an outline of 
what it wae proposed to do, and called upon the bushioea 
themselves to give it their support. In addition a well- 
known bush missionary (who goes by the name of ' William' 
and by that name tdone) went round to the various stations, 
Addressing the bushmen at each place on the subject, and 
giving them full information as to the objects and plana 
proposed. 

" And here, and indeed throughout the undertaking, the 
devoted services of this Christian man form a prominent 
feature, and were of exceeding benefit to the scheme. 
' William' had previously been among the bushmen, and by 
bis earnest addresses and evident interest in their welfare, 
had won their confidence. With his more direct efforts to 
benefit their souls he combined a care for their moral and 
physical improvement, and went about it in the name of 
Christ and with the hlessing of God. We may lack the 
help of such a ' William,' but let us hope that many, imbued 
with his spirit, will give such hearty co-operation as may be 
in their power. 

" Another circumstance in favour of South Australia is its 
larger population and better means of travelling ; the r»lway 
renders Adelaide ntuch more a rendezvous and resort for 
bushmen out of work or on a holiday tliau any town in this 
colony Clin (it present be.. At first it was intended to 
eitabllsh tlie Home at the Burra, but the advantages of the 
*Mipital soon c^iused Adelaide to be chosen in preference. 

" The movement was, naturally,, not unopposed ; there 
were many who had an interest in keeping things as they 
were, and getting the earnings of the men into the puUio* 
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house ; there were some bushmen who opposed it as they 
woidd have fought agaiuBt any good work ; and there were 
others who were persuaded by the above that it was a plan 
to interfere with their wages and their freedom. But there 
seenis to have been a lai^e iiumber who gladly hailed the 
project, and readily came forward to patronise it. As the 
self^overuiDg nature of the institution became better under- 
stood, the false objections gave way. With the prospectuses 
circulars were issued requesting subscriptions, and many of 
these were returned with promises of contributions. 

" In December, 1869, a large meeting was held, the Mayor 
of Adelaide in the chair, and Bishop Short being among the 
speakei^. At that time £646 had been received, and it was 
mentioned, as a satisfactory proof of the interest taken by 
the bushmen themaelvea, that 1,067 perBons on stations had 
contributed. At this meeting it was resolved to start the 
Club. 

" Among the papers sent to me is a printed statement of 
the constitution of the Club and its rules and regulations. 
The Board of Management consists of three persons annually 
elected by the members ; the Superintendent is appointed 
by them. There are also three Triiatoes. The yearly pay- 
ment for membership is five shillings. The rules specify th& 
charges for board and lodging and the hours for meals, and 
provide for the orderly conduct of the Club in other respects. 

" Up to June a building was rented at .£110 per annum. 
The success of the institution being then such as to give fair 
pi-ospect of its permaneucy, it was resolved to purchase the 
property hitherto rented. The price was .£1,000, of which 
about J500 was available. Bj donations of £100 each from 
Messrs. G. F. and J. H. Aogaa, and aloanof £500 for twelve 
months without interest from the former, the purchase was 
effected, and necessary additions wore made. ' AVilliam' had 
also guaranteed his gratuitous services for two years, and the 
Club is in a most favourable position. The current expense* 
are met by the regular income. Besides the regular amuse- 
ments — such as chess, draughts, &c., provided in the reading- 
room, special recreations in the way of lectures, debates, 
singing, &c., ore contemplated. On Sundays the Superin- 
tendent holds services in the reading-room for those who 
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caimot or will not go to chuFcb ; and Sunday ia observed 
with every mark of respect in the management of the Club. 
The food ia uneiceptiouable, and plenty of refreshment is 
available during the day, but intoxicating drinks are pro- 
hibited ; so IB gambling and profane language. 

" Such is the Bushmen's Club in Adelaide, and surely it 
affords encouragement to those who desire to establish similar 
iostitutiona. 

" I bave entered at some length into its statistics, because 
I think they will be interesting to your readers, and will 
prove that the idea is not impracticable even in Western 
Australia. The documents in my possession contain further 
details which I shall be glad to communicate to any one who 
wishes for them. 

" I bave sent to England appeals on this subject, and hop& 
to get promises of aid which may warrant the formation of & 
definite plan. But the people of this colony ought hardly 
to require extraneous help, and when it is considered how 
large a sum is spent by the working men in driuk, it is clear 
there are sources from which money might be profitably 
drawn. 

" In concluding these letters, I trust the suggestions will 
bear fruit in a hearty effort to do something for a class much 
tdmpted and much neglected, and I feel satisfied that the 
bushnten themselves will not be backward in co-operating 
when the proposal is put before them in a clear and definite- 

" I am, Sir, 

" Youra faithfully, 
" E. H. Laurancb, Resident Magistrate. 
" Greenough Flats, Sept. 13, 1871." _ 

The following pleasing communication has been taken froD» 
the Express's Parliamentary report of October 18, 1871 ; — 

" Among the Meas^^es from the Governor (borne by Mr. 
Morris, A.D.C), there is one informing the House, in reply 
to Address No. 10, that he fiad caused the sum of £500 to 
be placed on the Katimates for 1873 for the purpose of 
supplementing contributions for the enlargement of the 
building now used as the Bushmen's Home." 
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A meeting t^ Om Board wu siimiiMHied lor Norember 2nd, 
bat in coneeqiuice of mgait biuiiieas a&icB a qaaram 
-was not obtained. 

On the 23rd November the following speared in the 

" We had occasion a short time ago to chronide the 
pleasing fact that the Hon. T. E3der, H.L.C., had generously 
promised £100 to aid in Happlemeuting the Goyemment 
grant of £500 Lately voted (conditionally) by Parliament to 
the Bushmen's Club. We have now to mention that Capt^n 
W. W. Hughes has also promised £100 for the same purpose. 
' WiUism' begs to acknowledge, through our oolumns, with 
thanks, the receipt, through Mr. N. Blyth, of £5 from W. 
H. Chamock, Esq. As there is £500 to be raised by private 
subscriptions, in order to obtain the promised grant of a like 
-sum, it ia much to be desired that the stockholders and flock- 
mastera, and frieuda to the buahmea'a cause generally, will 
not be backward to assist in making up the reqiiired amount. 
The Club is about to sustain a great loaa in the wise counsel 
and valuable help of Mr. N, Blyth, who retires from the . 
Board of Management, after his second year's gratuitous aer- 
vicea, through press of other eng^emeats. Messrs. C. B. 
Young and H. Giles have, however, kindly consented to act 
again with another gentleman who will be nominated in place 
■of Mr. Blyth at the annual general meeting to be held shortly. 
As these gentlemen have had experience in the working <^ 
the Club, and prosperity has hitherto crowned their efforts, 
they are lietter able to understand the various details of the 
institution than straugora, and it is felt that the interests of 
the entire class of busbmen and their Club could not, in its 
present transitory stage, be placed in better hands. Mr. J. 
H. Angas has expressed a wish to consider the bushmen's 
picnic this year as his own treat to them, and will relieve 
the management from expense on that score. This is a 
thoughtful and a gracious act on Mr. Augas's part, as it woxild 
he unseemly — not to say impolitic — to give a picnic while the 
Club was wanting funds. It is hoped that all true bushraen 
in town, whether inrekates or not of the institution, and their 
fricnda will rally round the Club and join their fellow-bush- 
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men on the appoiated day, and make the picnic and the 
meeting — both to be held oa the same day — a complete 

succesB." 

On December 1 the meeting of the Board of Management 
-was held. There wore preuent Messrs. C. fi. Young (chcur) 
and H. Giles. 

Bills, vouchers, &c., were called over and found correct. 
The Hon. Superintendent suggested the desirability of fitting 
up the dormitory and laying on gas ; also the propriety of 
making some arrangoments about sending destitute sick 
boshmen to the hospital (as hitherto he had been much 
indebted to private friends for their assistance — especially 
Messrs. 0. F. and J. H. Angas, James Smith, and Dr. Mayo) ; 
-also that it would be well to follow up the Hon. Captain 
Hart's suggestion respecting the free labour-ofGce for tlie 
•city, and that the best way to compass this matter would be 
to hire an office in town connected with the institution. 

Total receipts for the month October, £118. Total 
receipts for the month November, £125 10a. Total number 
of tickets issued to date, 627. 

The Hon. Superintendent reported that in November he 
sent a short advertisement to the Mount Oamhier Standard, 
calling attention to the fact that an acting agent had been 
sent through the Sonth-Eastem portion of the colony to 
collect subscriptions for the Club in Adelaide. That on the 
14th November the new dormitory was passed as finished by 
the architect ; that the gas bad been laid on, and the fencing 
nearly completed. That the auditors should be warned that 
the accounts of the Club would be closed on the 9th Decem- 
ber next. That he had written to Mr. J. H. Angas, asking 
him to preside at the annual meeting to be held onthe 32nd 
■of the next month : Mr. Augas not only consented to do ao, 
but wished the picnic this year to be considered his own treat 
to the men. That Mr. W. H. Charnock had presented £5 
to the Club through N. Blyth, Esq. That Mr. S. Davenport 
had agreed to serve on the Board of Management in place of 
N, Blyth, Esq., who retires tiirough press of business. That 
Mr. Boothby bad been supplied with the names of the office- 
bearers of the Club for his directory. 
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It was reaolved by the Board that their next meetii^;^ 
should take place on December 15, to make arrangements for 

the general meeting. 

The foUotring is the notice of the picnic that was held on 
the day of the annual general meeting : — 
"Bushmen's Picnic. 

" On the day of the Annual General Meeting — to be held 
Friday, December 22 — a trip to the Bay and supper on 
return home have beeu decided upon. 

" The party will leave the Club-home, Whitmor&Sciiiare, 
at 8.45 a.m. punctually. 

" Provisions, music, aud amusements will be provided. 

" Bushmen (who are not inmates of the Club) and their 
friends in town who wish to go with the party, are respect- 
fully invited, and will pleaae send their names, or apply to- 
the Hon. Superintendent on or before the 20th instant, for a 
free pass for that purpose. 

" There will be no charge. 

" The meeting will be held (n.v.) in the evening (on thff 
retnrn of the excursionists), at 7 p.m. 

"J. H. Angas, Esq., J. P., has ^;ain kindly consented to 
preside. 

" ' William,' Superintendent, &c. 

"Adelaide, Dec. i, 1871." 

Here follows the report of the Bushmen's Club annufd 
picnic and meeting : — 

The members of the Bushmeu'a Cliib and their friends 
on Friday, December 22, enjoyed tliemselves in real good 
earnest. At a very early hour a number of flags in front of 
the Club-house gave indication of festivity, aud shortly after 
8 o'clock visitors began to assemble. Men of bronzed cheek 
aud stalwart frame, who no doubt had long lived in the more 
retired parts of the colony, seemed to have come to do 
honour to the promoters of the Club. The invitation to 
them was a generous and noble one, and they responded in 
such a way as to show their appreciation of things done in 
this style. For more than half an hour before starting the 
band sent forth its enlivening strains, and laughter and 
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pleasant joke passed freely round. Every one seemed happy 
and free from those influences that so frequently mar enjoy- 
ment and turn real pleasure aside. Shortly after 9 o'clock. 
busses from Hill & Co.'s establishment drore up in front of 
the Club, the ' Leviathan' taking the lead, drawn by six 
beautiful bays. All being ready, away the party started 
amidst cheers and music, with banners and gay ribbons 
floating on the breeze, and after visiting the Reyi»tBr and 
Advertiser offices, aud -the York Hotel, they drove off merrily 
to the Bay. At the newspaper offices they cheered in 
acknowledgment of a friendly presa, aud at the York in 
honour of Mr. J. H. Angas, M.P., who had so generously 
provided them with the treat. The excursionists returned 
to the Club shortly after 6 o'clock, aud after partaking of 
refreshment, 

THE ANNUAL UEETINO 

of the members was held in the diaing-room. There were 
between fifty and sixty bushmen present, and Mr. J. H. 
Augas, M.P., presided, and in opening the proceedings said 
in accordance with the advertisements in the daUy papers 
they that evening were about to hold the second annual 
meeting of the Club. The business of the meeting was 
principally to lay before thena a report of the proceedings of 
the Club during the past year. It was now three years since 
a meeting of gentlemen interested iu bushmen decided upon 
the establishment of a Bushmen's Home, and two years ago 
a large public meeting was held to advance the interests ot 
the undertaking. Since then the Home had been opened, 
aud great pn^ess had been made, it having heen necessary 
to provide additional accommodation. He felt very much 
encouraged to find that the institution had been so well 
patronised, and that it had been so very highly spoken of by 
all the men who had taken up their quartei-s in the Home. 
The demand for acoommodation had increased, and the report 
would give a very interesting account of their operations.. 
He hoped that tbey would go on as encouragingly in the 
coming year as in the one which liad so nearly drawn to a 
close. Before calling upon Mr. H. Giles to read the report, 
he mentioned that Mr. Neville BIyth had signified his 
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inability to act upon the Board of Management, and he was 
sure they would all regret such inability. There was, how- 
■«ver, another gentleman — Mr. S. Davenport — who had 
signified his williugiiesa to occupy the position. It would be 
for the meeting to elect the Board of Management for the 
■ensuing year. With the exception of Mr. N. Blyth, the 
whole of the other gentlemen were willing again to fill their 
positions on the Board, which they had occupied with so 
much credit t« themselves and advanta^ to the Club. 
■{Applause.) He then called upon 

Mr. H. Giles, a member of the Board of Management, to 
read the annual report as follows : — 

" Your Board of Management are highly gratified in being 
able to lay before you a very cheering report of the progress 
of the institution during the second year of its existence, and 
cannot fail to recognise the goodness of God in granting such 
a measure of success to the undertaking, and congratulate 
jou and all the members of the Bushmen's Club, not only ou 
account of its steadily growing prosperity, but also its 
increasing popularity among the persons most interested in 
its establishment. 

" We are of opinion that it will be generally conceded by 
the members and their subscribing friends that there has 
been much real good work done, and that the labour and 
expenditure bestowed have, by the favour of Divine Pro- 
vidence, produced their legitimate results. 

" At the last annual meeting your Board strongly recom- 
mended cordial co-operation among the bnshmen and their 
firient^ to secure a freehold property for the Club. This we 
■are happy to say has been done in the following manner : — 
Negotiations were opened with Mr. James Hosking (who 
held a right of purchase for the property of Sir C, Cooper), 
■and arrangements were made with him to buy the liu;ge 
■dwelling-house, a cottage, and outhouses, with sufficient land 
for the present purposes of the Club, for the sum of £1,000, 
cash on a given day. £S00 was all the available funds ia the 
liands of the Board, but upon stating the matter fully to 
■George Fife Angas, E^., he very generously placed at the 
■disposal of the Trustees (upon their promissory-note) the 
sum of £500, without interest for twelve months, to relieve 
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the Club from the dilemma, and thus enabled them to com- 
plete the purchase of the property ; and to this gracious act 
of Mr. Angas, and the liberal donations of the worthy chair- 
man (Mr. J. H. Angas) and the bushmeu themselves, may 
be mainly attributed the present favourable condition of 
the institution. It at once i^lieved the management from 
the heavy rental of £110 annually, which was clogging their 
movements, and enabled them to make sundry other much 
needed improvements and alterations. The £500 thus 
borrowed from Mr. Angas ought to be returned at the end of 
the twelvemonth, which expires in July next 

"Several applications having been made, if became 
necessary that more sleeping accommodation should be pro- 
vided, to meet the increasing demand for room ; but until 
the freehold was secured the Board were not prepared to take 
action for supplying this great need ; so soon, however, as 
the deeds were handed over, a meeting of the Trustees and 
Board of Management was held in August last, when plana 
of a dormitory were examined, and that of Mr. James 
Cumming, architect, adopted ; but it was considered prudent 
to postpone fiirther action until £400 could be raised. 

" On September 5 another meeting was held, the matter 
being pressing, and it was resolved to erect the wliole or half 
of the proposed addition, the Board undertaking to act as a 
Building Committee, being guided in their decision by the 
sum received. In a very short time, through the Uberality 
of Messrs. Angas, Elder, Hughes, and a few other friends, 
the Board determined to add the dormitory (complete) to 
the western portion of the premises. Mr. Farr's tender for 
building — £440 — being accepted, a good substantial stone 
building was soon raised. Its dimensions are — length, SQ 
feet; breadth, 25 feet ; height, 13 feet to wallplate ; it is 
light, airy, well ventilated, is a credit to the architect and 
builder, and an ornament to the city; it contains 20 separata 
sleeping apartments ; the walls are of Glen Osmond stone, 
with cement dressings ; the roof of galvanized iron. The 
foundation-stone was formally laid by D. Mftray, Esq., M.P., 
on the 23rd September last, Mr. C. B. Young being present. 
The biulding was passed as finished and occupied on Novem- 
ber 14. So far as these rooms go, each inmate will be 
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enabled to get a pleunly fHrniehed separate sleeping apart- 
ment (with uapacious lavatory attached), and if he bo chooses 
can keep his own key whilst in town. The new building, by 
giving more apace, adds very much to the comfort of the 
inmates, and there is already a cry-out for more rooms of the 
same description. A larger dining-room will soon be ui^ently 
required. On the suggestion of Mr. J. H. Angas, on 5th 
September last a petition was drawn up by Mr. Young to 
the Parliament, and presented by Mr. Clyde, M.P., asking- 
for asupplementarygraut of £500 to aid the promoters; and 
in October His Excellency sent a message to the House, that 
he had caused that sum to be placed on the Estimates for 
1872 for enlargement of the building. It is to bo hoped 
that this sura (when received) will place the Olub in a still 
better position, and enable it to free itself from all encuni- 
brances. 

"A policy of insurance has been executed in the Imperial 
OfBce on the building for the sum of £800, and the furniture 
has also been insured for £300 in the Marine Office. 

" There have been 355 tickets of membership issued during 
the last twelve months ; the number reported last year was 
285. These, added together, make a total of 640 issued since 
the opening of the Club in May, 1870. There are now good 
on the books 357. As might have been reasonably expected, 
many of the first year's members have failed to renew their 
tickets, the causes being deaths, marriages, departure to- 
other colonica, want of opportunity, &c. On the other hand 
many new members are joining the Club. 

" Last year it was reported that complete accommodatioD 
was provided for twenty-four persons. We are in a position 
to state that provision is now made to accommodate nearly 
double that number, there being forty-seven beds (including 
servants') made up in the Home and new dormitory, Ac., 
oombiued, and ready for use in ease of emergency. 

" In tbe labour-department very little business has been 
done beyond making employers acquainted with the fact that 
there is a labnur-offioe connected with the institution. This, 
no doubt, is to be accounted for in the following manner : — 
There are very few single men hired for the stations in the 
city. Large numbers of men travel the country - at all 
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seasons of the jeax in search of employment, and any vacancy 
that may occur upon a run is generally filled up from their 

ranks. 

" During the debate on the Oovemment giunt in the 
House, alluaion was made by Captain Hart to the desirability 
of establishing a free labour-office in oouiiection with the 
Bushmen's Club, similar to the Shipping Master's office in 
the Seamen's Home. The Board suggest that when the Club 
is further advanced it may be desirable to rent an office suit- 
able for the work in a good business portion of the city, and 
trork it in connection with this Club. But this is a subject 
for further consideration after the matter has been well 
ventilated, and its necessity fully ascertained. 

" The postal department in connection with the Club, and 
especially the plan adopted of advertising all unclaimed 
letters monthly, has proved a very great boon, and supplied 
a want long felt among the migrating bushmen, they having 
by this means sort of head-quulers where their letters, &c., 
can be addressed to them, thus enabling many of them to 
-communicate with their trienda, which they have been unable 
to do in some instances for many years before, having no 
.settled abode. 

" A large number of letters, papers, book parcels, &c., 
have passed through the Club to their destination (or 
retained, as desired) ; and, in instances where the parties are 
not found, they have been returned to the General Post 
Office after having been kept a reasonable time. 

" Kespecting the Savings branch, the following account 
mU beat speak for itself ; — The total amount of property 
deposited by busbmen with the Hon. Superintendent for 
safe keeping during the past year (1871), in cheques, drafts, 
pass-books, cash, &&, amounted to the large sum of £4:,906 
Ob. 5d. There was drawn out by instalments £3,865 1 9s. 2d., 
leaving £1,034 la. 3d. still in custody. The following 
■comparative statement will better show the state of affairs ; — 
1871— depoMted, £4,900 Os. 6d. ; repaid, £3,865 19s, 2d. ; 
property left on hand, £1,034 la. 3d. 1870 — deposited, 
£1,372 168. 2id. ; repaid, £1,213 17s. Sid. ; property left 
on hand, £159 4s. 6d. Increase, 187i--deposited, £3,527 
4a. S^d. ; repaid, £2,Sfi2 la. S^d. ; property left on hand. 
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£874 16b. dd. Total since opening of tbe Club — deposited, 
£6,272 168. 7id. ; repaid, £4,079 ICs. lOJd. ; property left 
on hand, £1,193 5b. dd. 

"Add to thia the oheBta, awage, parcels of clothes, &c., of 
fifty different persons at present scattered throughout the 
€olony to their work, and it must be admitted that these 
Jacts speak volumes in favour of the institution, showing the 
trust and confidence reposed in it by the men. It is a 
crucial test from which there can be no appeal. If the Club 
were not appreciated by the bushmen (as a rule), it te not 
reasonable liat they would entrust their hard earnings in 
this manner. If the promoters continue steadily to show a 
firm front, prejudice aud opposition will hide their heads and 
eventually die out. 

"There are now belonging to the library 191 volumes. 
The number of books has been doubled since last year's 
report. There have also been some periodicals and files of 
papers added, We would avail ourselves of this opportunity 
to thank the kind friends who have bo generously presented 
books, newspapers, and periodicals. They have been indeed 
both instructive and interesting, and very acceptable. 

" The total number of weekly boarders during the past 
year was 361 ; casual boarders, about 500 ; travelling bush- 
men relieved, 35. The highest number of inmates at one 
time in the Club, 33. 

" There have been several cases of death in the Hospital 
of bushmen belonging to the Club, This is to be accounted 
for in the following manner : — In most cases they remain toO' 
long in the bush when diseased without medical help, con- 
sequently the disease get« past remedy before the patient 
gets to town. Two only have left any property at the Clab j 
one named Kelly left £14 16s,, and being entirely friendless 
this amount was paid over to the Curator of Intestate 
Estates ; the other, A. Anderson (a married man), his money 
and effects were sent to his wife and family. In each caae a 
proper receipt waa taken. Two others have been sent to the 
Lunatic Asylum ; one named Thos. Johnstone (alim Editor} 
was sent through the Hospital, and has since died, the other 
by doctor's certificate. We would here suggest the advisa- 
bility of making arrangements with the authorities for 
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provision in tliq Hospital for destitute sick bushmen whert 
they come to town. Hitherto their admission haa been 
obt^ned through the benevolence of ticket-holders. The- 
Messrs. Angaa havo generously sent tickets and orders to- 
' William' for this and other medical purposes ; but we would 
be glad to see a claim upon the Hospital, either by paying 
an annual sum to that institution, or otherwise, 

" Many circulars and subscription-lists have been sent ti> 
the stations during the past year, and an agent was also sent 
to the various sheds during the shearing season to obtwn 
' subscriptions, with small resulis. The amounts received 
have been advertised monthly. 

"There is still prejudice existing among some bushmen^ 
and false reports made by captious individuals ; so much so, 
that biiahmeu appear now to disregard anything that may be 
said about the institution, and content themselves by paying 
the Club a visit and trying it for themselves, 

" On the first establishment of the Club at Whitmore- 
square, it was supposed by many that there would be a 
difficulty about the distance from the business part of the 
city. This idea is fast losing ground among the members of 
the Club. They find that, after a healthy invigorating walk 
of five or seven minutes, they can be in the bustle and 
turmoil of the city, and when tired of it they can retreat to- 
the quietude of their present comfortable home. 

" It is right on this fitting ocoasiou to remember the palus- 
tokiog preliminary Committee, and heartily to acknowledge 
our thanks to them all as the moaus, under God, of establish- 
ing this useful institution. It must be very gratifying to- 
them to find their undaunted perseverance crowned with 
Bucceas ; and we may hope that, through the Divine blessing,, 
the Busmen's Club of South Australia will yet extend its 
influence and usefulness to the neighbouring colonies, 
especially now the experiment has been fairly — and so far 
successfully^ — tried here. 

" Though the Club is in such a favourable progressiva 
state, the friends of the cause must not relax their efforts, 
for thei'e reniaia many improvements to make, and much 
work to be done. 



" We canuot conclude this report without bearing testimony 
to the valuable servicea rendered to this institution by the 
press generally, and we trust that kindly feelings may ever 
«sist between this free, enlightouod, and powerful friend and 
the Bushuien's Club. 

" In conclusion, we suggest that it is desirable for tho 
better working of the establishment, that the accompanying 
new rules, &c., should meet with the approbation of this 
meeting, and be hereafter incorporated with those already in 
«Eiatenoe. 

" The following is a summary of the most important 
movements made and improvements done on the property 
during the last year : — The property for the Club has been 
purchased, a new dormitory built, fitted up, and furnished. 
The accommodation has been increased from sufficient for 
twenty-four up to forty-seven. Three sides of the property 
has been newly fenced. Tlio di-aiuage has been re-arranged 
and improved. The garden and walks are now undergoing a 
like process. Painting, whitewashing, &c., where necessaiy, 
done. A new Flavei's kitchener has been put up at a cost of 
over J20, and other minor affairs too numerous to par- 
ticularise in a document of this kind. 

" The statement of receipts and expenditure, amongst 
other items, showed a balance in hand t« December, 1870, of 
£564 18s. 9d.; received for board and lodging, £685 9s. 3d. ; 
subscriptions, donations, tickets, &c., £S07 13s. 2d. ; loan 
&om Mr. G. F. Angas, £500, free of interest ; overdraft at 
Bank, £231 Is. fid. ; interest, £27 198. 5d. The expenditure 
embraced house expenses, £952 16s.; building, £449 28. 
lid. ; purchase of premises, £1,000 ; fees returned by the 
Board of Management, £27 13s. Id. ; printing and stationery, 
£07 7s.. 2d. ; law charges, &c,, £16 3s. 5d. ; cash in hand, 
£45 4s. lid. The balance-sheet showed— land and buildings, 
£1,600; donationfromMr. W.W.Hughes, £100; furniture. 
£309. The liabilities represented — overdraft at Bank, 
£231 Is. 5d. ; aecounts due, £46 68. Id. ; loan from Mr. 
Angas, £500. Credit balance, £1,232 I2s. Gd." 

'nie Chairman said they had heard tho report read, and 
he was sure it must be satisfactory to every member of tho 
Club. (Applause.) He felt highly gratified at hearing of 
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Bttoh eDOOuraging reaulte, and he trusted that the bushmen 
would uot allow the Club to stand still, but that every mem- 
ber would do his utmost for the advancement of ita interests. 
They had heard what had been done, and he hoped in their 
iuteroourse with buahmen they would try to make known the 
good the Ciub has effected. The promoters did uot wish to 
puff up the Club, but were desirous of proving it to be an 
advantage to bushmen. He thought the fact that during the 
ourAnt year nearly £5,000 had been entrusted to the care 
of their excellent Superintendent, ' William,' — (cheers) — for 
depositing in the Savings Bank, spoke volumes for the 
institution. He really never thought that in two years they 
would have such a large sum of money brought to the Club 
for safe custody by bushmen visiting Adelaide. The Club 
was vested in three Trustees, and was brought under the 
Real Property Act, and could not be devoted to any other 
purpose but that of a Bushmen's Club, so that ail the mem- 
bers would participate in all the investments that were made 
and in the results that would accrue from an establishment 
of its character. Ho believed that in Victoria a similar under- 
taking was being initiated, although he thought South Aus- 
tralia was the only one of the colonies which had in operation 
a Bushmen's Club. By the zealous efforts of "William" much 
information had been circulated, but nothing further had 
been done in the other colonies beyond receiving it, although 
he believed that at Bendigo a Bushmen's Club was about to 
be started, (Applause.) He trusted that by the experience 
they would gain through the South Australian Club they 
would be materially benefited, and that their institution 
might be largely patronised by the class for whom it was 
intended. 

Mr. D. Murray moved — " That the very satisfactory report 
and financial statement now read he adopted and published, 
for the information of absent members and friends of the buah- 
meo's cause, imder the direction of the Board of Manage- 
ment," After the very valuable report they had heard, he 
thought they would feel that it was quite unnecessary for him 
to occupy much of their time with remarks. He believed they 
would all admit that the Club was in a most flourishing state, 
and their financial position could only lead them to rejoice 

N 
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in the succeas of the work, (Applause.) One thing thaf 
tended to make the Club popular waa the comfort to ht. 
found in it. He had had considerable experience in travelling 
in the colony, and in contrasting aome of the hotels and 
boarding-houses with the comfort and convenience found in 
the Club in the variona departments ; he could not but feel 
that every bushman that visited the Club would prefer to 
cast his lot amongst them, rather than go elsewhere. ■ He 
considered that the Club was appreciated very highly by the 
biishnien— (hear, hear)— and he believed when its benefits 
became more known it would receive more patronage. The 
Club was a credit to the members, and an ornament to the 
city. He waa deeply gratified to find the necessity for an 
extension iu the premises, and he thought they should have 
a larger diuing-room. The new dormitories appeared to bo 
perfect — being aiiy, clean, light, and comfortable. The first 
necessity for comfort was good sleeping accommodation, and 
he thought it would he better, if they contemplated estending 
the premises, to provide more dormitories, rather than n 
dining'halt. The Savings Bank iu connection with the Club 
augured well, and the number of tickets (355) which had 
been issued was a proof of its usefulness, and he had no 
doubt that those bnahmen who had not yet gone into the 
Club would feel the necessity of visiting it. Eeferring to 
the promised grant-in-aid of X500 from the Government, he 
said it would be given conditionally upon a aimilar amount 
being raised by the Club. Ho waa glad to say that about 
half the required amount had been raised, and he had no 
doubt the other half would be made up shortly. He trusted 
that at the end of next year the Club would have all asaets 
and no liabilities. (Applause.) He suggeated that in future 
they should have au account of the amount received from 
the boardera as against the household disburaementa for the 
day, so that they might ace if the Club paid for itaelf. He 
thought the Club waa paying its expenses, and that it would 
not require the aid of Bubacriptiona. (Applause.) 

Mr. C. Sabine seconded the motion with great pleasure, as 
it afforded him immense gratification to see the results of 
the labours of the Committee and their own exertions, as 
shown by the balance-sheet laid before themu He ooncuired 
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■with Mr. Murray that it would be more aatiafactory if tho 
bakiico between the receipts for boarders aud the current 
household espenaea were shown. The receipts at present 
Appeared to be .£770, and the expenditure for provisions, 
rent, w»^ea, &c, £952. He thought there was cause for 
gratification at the small difference, and he believed next 
yeai", when the Club would have no i-eut to pay, that it 
wwld be a great success. He was glad there was likely to 
be a Icbour-office in connection with the Club in a more 
central portion of the city, aa it would be a material help 
<ind convenience to busbmen and employers. He was glad 
also that Parliament was likely to give a grant of £500. It 
showed that bushmen were not going to be despised, but 
that they were likely to occupy a higher position in the 
social scale. He was pleased that their chairman had been 
returned to Parliament, and in the re-arrangement of the 
electoral districts he hoped that they would send into 
Parliament such men as would be able to advance their 
interests. (Applause.) 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

The Rev. Jamea Lyall moyed-— " That the success which 
has attended the operations of the Bushmen's Club 
in the past demand from this meeting an cipreasion of 
■devout thauks to God, and lays a double obligation upon 
the buahmen and their friends to further the enterprise, 
not only in South Australia, but in all the sister colonies." 
He expressed his thorough interest in the welfare of tho 
Club, and s^d he was present at the time when the under- 
taking was initiated, and he had been delighted from time to 
time to hear of its success and prosperity. He felt extremely 
gratified at the decided success of the institution, notwitli- 
Btanding the many prejudices which had been awakened from 
every quarter. These, however, had been overcome, and the 
Club's success afforded encouragement for the establishment 
of similar institutions in this or the other colonies. He 
thought thoy- should render their thanks to God for their 
Bucces.1, and that it was a most suitable sentiment to give 
espr^saion to at the close of such a day. He had long felt 
an interest in bushmen, and had often wished that tho 
ministere in the city could get an-ay more frequently to speak 
n2. 
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to them iatbebusb. When younger, be had preached to tbem 
with the greatest pleasure. They had achieved good results, 
and he was sure better things could not be done than that 
they should try to bring others to share in tlie benefits which 
he felt they so lai'gely appreciated. (Cheers.) 

Mr. H. Hussey seconded the motion, remarking that it 
contained sentimeuta that he approved, and which he was 
glad had been embodied in a reaolution. They were called 
upon to thank God, and be thought that eaofa bushman 
should remember that tbe undertaking was initiated by a man 
who had great faith in God, and that unless he had had 
faith it would not have been a suoeess. With the co operation 
of " William" bo bad been inspired to do a little, whilst 
others had done much, and " William" had abundantly 
proved the force of the sentiment, " Faith laughs at impossi- 
bilities and says it mual be done." He trusted that God's 
blesaing might still attend the labours of those connected 
with the Club, which he believed would be a lasting benefit 
to busbmen and to the colony. 

Tbe motion baving been carried, a series of rules for the 
better government of the institution were discussed senatim 
and adopted. 

Mr. Thomas Kuowles, one of the busbmen, moved — 
" That the thanks of the bushmen generally, and of tbe 
members of this Clnb particularly, are hereby presented to 
the Trustees — Messrs. J. H. Angas, D. Murray, and W. K. 
Thomas ; to the Board of Management— Messrs. N. Biyth, 
C. B. Young, and H. Giles ; to the Auditors — Messrs. D. 
Kobin and C. Birks ; and to the generous donors — Messrs. 
G. F. Angas, T. Elder, W. W. Hughes, and many other kind 
friends, for their unremitting exertions and practical sympathy 
with this movement on the bushmen's behalf; and that the 
following gentlemen now nominated be appointed as a Board 
of Management for the ensuing year: — Messrs. S. Davenport, 
C. B, Young, and H. Giles." 

Mr. Charles Lewis, also one of the members, seconded tbe 
motion, which was carried without a dissentient. 

Mr. D. Murray acknowledged the vote of thanks on behalf 
of the trustees, although be said their duties had been 
iracommonly easy, whilst he was sure their thanks were well 
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deserving to those who had earned on the work. (CheerR.) 
The trustees felt a deep iaterest iu the Club, aad it hod been 
their desire to carry out their functions so as to advance its 
auccesa. (Applause.) 

Mr. C. B, Young also returned thauks oa behalf of the 
Board of ^Management. His duties on the Board had always 
been of a pleasurable character, because everything from the 
first had gone oo so smoothly. They had been aided by 
gentlemen of ample means, whilst they had received liberal 
support from the public and the Parliament. He was also 
gratified at the success they had met with, and he was sure 
it must be pleasing to the ofBee-bearera. There was one 
thing he should like to see provided, and that was a 
distribution iu the bush of a better class of books. He 
knew the majority of bushmeu were fond of reading, but he 
regretted that the principal class of literature in circulation 
was not of a desirable character. He was sure a different 
«laB8 of literature would be greatly appreciated by buahmen, 
but he did not know whether the Club could take the matter 
in hand. He hardly thought so, but he believed they could 
secure a travelling agent, who might have a circulating 
library, or could supply books at a little above cost price. 
The Trustees had worked harmoniously together, and he waa 
sure they deserved more credit than Mr, Murray would have 
them believe. 

The Honorary Superintendent " William" then read the 
following address \— 

" Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen — There are one or two 
matters connected with the best interests of the buahmen 
which, with your kind permission, 1 will bring before this 
meeting. The first, aad, I may venture to say, the moat 
important, ia the oeceasity of initiating or oi^nising some 
kind of Benefit Society in connection with this institution, 
and raising a fund for the purpose of pensioning — if I may 
use the term— old and worn-out bushmen, in this way in- 
ducing them while young to provide for their declining 
years, and also for relieving cases of sickness or distress. 
For my own part, I cannot see that the Club, as a Club, will 
ever be complete without some auch arrangement, and the 
question now is how to accomplish this object. Its desirability 
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all must, I tbink, admit ; but we hkve to look, iu tbe second 
place, to its practicabilitr. 

" Sevei-al plaua hnvo passed in review before my own 
miad, bat none yet sufficiently simple and workable. If the 
biishmen wore a stationary cbtsu, the matter would be easy 
enough to settle ; but anyone acquainted with the reatlMs, 
migratory propensities of bushmen muat see that there are 
apparent insiirmountablo difficulties to grapple with. Still 
I have a plan to surest to this meeting, or rather, I would 
say, ail outline to give, which may tend to ventilate the 
subject, and may call forth remarks or expressions of opinion 
fi-om other persons better acquainted with such matters. If 
it only does this, I shall feel thankful. Now for the plan, 
such as it is. 

" It appears to me that admission into the Society should 
be by fee according to age (on a graduated scale), and ai» 
annual payment afterw^ds of (say) from £2 to £5 per 
annum. This might be paid , monthly or weekly, op for any 
number of years in advance, if desired ; but whichever it 
might be, payment should be very strictly enforced upon pain 
of forfeiture of all former payments or benefit from the 
Society ; only those who piiid to its funds should be entitled 
to its benefits, and no payment should be made to a member 
until he has been a full year on the books. No one should be 
admitted (to begin with) in a sickly condition or of known bad 
character. It might be prudent to open the books of such a 
society when the names and fees of, say one hundred, were- 
obtained, and it should be brought under the Friendly 
Societies' Act. 

" I would gladly lend my energies to bring alxiut any such 
a consummation as this, and should feel thankful to any of the- 
secretaries of the different Friendly Societies for further 
information or advice on thia important subject. I may now 
add that, when time permits, I am engaged in compiling a 
history of this Bushmen's Club from its very beginning, and 
intend (d.v.) to publish it when ready — which will be some 
little time yet — and will give the profits, should there be 
any, to assist in forming this Benefit Society. 

" The neit matter is a kind of land speculation. It 
occurred to me a shcvt time ago that it would be advan- 
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^ ) to the Club could a piece of frontage on Gilbert- 
street be secured. It would give ns a right-of-way south- 
wards, and prevent others from building outhouBee, &c., in 
&out and cloee to the preHent premieeB. Should it be found 
neceaeaiy in the course of years to build a new homestead, it 
would be wise, I think, to have (if possible) eufGcieot ground 
on the south of the present building on which to erect it, for 
the progress of the Club should not be stopped while another 
building was being put up in the place of the present one. 
Why should not a new building be erected to face the south, 
which would be far preferable to facing the hot winds of the 
north J I merely mention this because a piece of land of any 
required size cau now be purchased at f 1 15s. per foot, and 
it will be too late to ' ehut the stable door when the horse is 
gone.' If a frontage of 80 or 90 feet cannot be obtained, 
perhaps a right-of-way of 12 or 15 may be. I believe it will 
enhance the value of the Club property should it ever become 
necessary to dispose of it. One other subject, and then I 
have done. We only meet once a year, and God only knows 
whether we shall meet together again. Time is short, and 
we must work while it is called day. It has often come 
under my knowledge that married bush people when they 
come to town after living in the bush, or when about to 
ohango situations, labour under many disadvantages if they 
have to stop in town for any length of time. They are 
compelled, if they have no frienda to shelter them, to either 
hire a bouse or rooms, and furnish it, or stop at an espensive 
botol or boarding-house ; and this soon swallows up their 
small savings, and many with their families (should times be 
dull) become destitute. I should like to see a nest (a row) 
of small cottages built round the premises — separate from 
the single men's, of course—and plainly furnished by the Club, 
which might be rented from the institution for any length of 
time, and the occupiers might board themselves in any way 
they liked. This would bo, I believe, a great boon to many of 
the married bush people, and give them a decided interest in 
the general prosperity of the Club. I would also suggest that 
when more room is provided, any parents having boys from 
twelve years old and upwards, able to wash and take care of 
themselves, might entrust them to the Club to be boarded 
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and schooled at the city Bcfaoola at a low charge of, say 8b. 
or 10a. per week." 

" William" thea proposed a vote of thanks to the Chfur- 
man, which was seconded by Mr. H. Giles, and carried with 
three cheers. 

The Chairman, in acknowledging the compliment, expressed 
his warmest sympathies with bushmen and their Club, 
referred to the noble character of the institution and the 
vast benefit that was likely to result from its influence, and 
spoke in the highest terms of the zeal and indefatigable 
energy of "William," who declined to labour in the good 
work otherwise than gratuitously. 

The proceedings then terminated. 

The following is a copy of the additional new rules, referred 
to in the annual report, added to those already in existence 
at the Club .■ — 

To the Constitution clause 3, Rules and Kegulations, was 
added the following, \ix. : — 

" Every proposition for altering the Rules, &c., must be in 
writing, and be signed by at least ten members of twelve 
months' standing, and must be delivered to the Superinten- 
dent two calendar months before the day on which the nest 
annual meeting is to be held. It must be immediately copied 
by him and exhibited in a conspicuous place inside the Club- 
house. Such proposition (if carried) at the annual meeting 
shall be incorporated with the rules, &c., of the Club." 

To Schedule A of the Rules and Regulations was added : — 

" 17. When a person has entered his name aa a boarder 
his charges for boai-d, &c., will go on, unless he gives proper 
notice to the Superintendent that he is going away. After a 
bushman's effects have been given in charge to the Club, 
they cannot be removed from the premises without permission 
from the Superintendent. 

" 18. Should any inmate on quitting the Club leave any 
property on the premises without specially giving it in oharga 
to the Superintendent, the Board of Management cannot be 
responsible for its safe custody. 
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"19. If a boarder leaves the Club in debt, having' 
property, it will be sold after the expiration of three months 
unlesB a satisfactory commuuication be i-eoeived from him. 

" 20. Biiahmen are Btrongly recoomiended to lodge in the 
custody of the Superintendent any money or articlea of value, 
&ad not to leave such things in their rooms. 

" 21. For the bettor carrying out the Rules of the insti- 
tution, and for the sake of the servants, the iumates are 
expected to be punctual for meals. 

" 22. Strangers cannot be allowed upon the premises with- 
out the sanction of the Superintendent; but inmates will 
be allowed to have their friends to visit and take meals with 
them, for which extra meala they will be charged the usual 
rate. 

" 23. Should the property of any inmate be missing, he is 
requested' to inform the Superintendent of same without 
delay, that proper enquiry may be made. 

" 24. All payments or deposits will be made to the Super- 
intendent, who is the only authorised person for receiving 
them. 

" 25. The Superintendent promptly replies to all enquiries 
respecting absent bushmen that may be made by friends or 
relatives, and takes charge of all letters addressed to his care, 
advertising all unclaimed letters lying at the Olub, monthly 
or quarterly as needful." 

The following artiole is from the AdvertiaeTf December 26, 
1871 ;— 

" One of the most important and interesting gatherings 
■ which have been held during the period of ChristmaHtide 
was that of the Bushmen's Club, a full report of which wo 
have presented to our readers. 

" The tirst practical effort made to form an institution of 
this kind originated from a suggestion thrown out in this 
paper a few years ago. The most sanguine friends of the 
movement, however, could hardly at that time have antici- 
pated such a successful result. It was well known that 
uufc rtunate bushmen in their periodical visits to Adelaide 
generally got into the hands of designing knaves and brasen 
prostitutes, who destroyed their health, robbed them of their 
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hurd-earned wages, and then when they were ' cleaned out' 
— as tho phrase was — turned them into the atreets. A fev 
weeks' dissipation, during which they were plundered on all 
hauds, sufficed to ' melt their cheques,' and, broken down in 
health and penniless in parse, they had again to return to 
the bush, ' sadder,' though in many cases not ' wiser men,' 

" Ic was supposed, therefore, that a Home in town which 
would afford to bushmen the comforts of a respectable- 
estftblishment at a moderate espense, and where they would 
be free from the temptations which ordinarily surrounded 
them in tlicir periodical visits to Adelaide, if once established 
and its usefulness made known, would receive the support of 
the men themselves. Happily the matter was taken up 
from the first by the right sort of men. Gentlemen interested 
in pastoral purBuita gave both their money and their time to 
set the thing a-going. But we need hardly inform our 
readers that the great success of the Club is owing in a large 
measure to ' William,' the Hon. Superintendent, who first of 
all travelled over the most of the squatting districts, and 
personally pointed out to bnshmen the practical advantages- 
of the proposed institution, and then with noble generosity 
and self denial offered his own services to the committee to 
start the Club in Adelaide. All the friends of the institution 
know how much it has been indebted for its success to the 
imwearied diligence and ceaseless zeal of this one man. la 
his previous unpaid missionary labours amongst the hush- 
men, ' William' had won their confidence, and they knew 
that any objects which he recommended for their benefit 
would be worthy of their support. (Here follows a copy of 
financial statement as from annual meeting.) Much as has 
been accomplished by the Club already, the indefatigable 
Hon. Superintendent has other schemes of usefulness in 
connection with it which he desires to introduce as soon as 
convenient. He wants a Benefit Society for the support of 
old busbmen when they are past work — a capital suggestion, 
which we hope to see taken up warmly by the men them- 
selves. He also suggests that provision should be made in 
connection with the Home for the wives and children of 
bushmen. ' William' says — ' I should like to see a nest, or 
row, of small cottagea built round the premises — separate 
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from the aingle men, of course— and plainly furniBhed by the 
Club, and let them be rented from the institution for any 
length of time, and let them (buebmen's families) board 
themselves in any way they like. This would be, I believe, 
a great boon to many of the ntarried bush people, and give 
them a decided interest in the general prosperity of the 
Club. I would also suggest that when more room ia pro- 
Tided, any parents having boys from twelve years old and 
upwards, able to wash and take care of theniselves, might 
entrust them to the Club to bo boarded acid schooled at the 
city schools at a low charge of, aay 8b. or lOs. per week.' 

" We congratulate the buslimen on the decided success of 
their Club, and hope it will go on yet more prosperously, 
developing within itself fresh means of uaefulneaa." 

The nest Board meeting was held on January i, 1872. 
Present — Messrs. C. B. Young (chair) and H. Giles. 

Bills and vouchers were called over and found correct. 

Hon. Superintendent reported that sundry improvements 
and alterations had been made during the past month. That 
he had conferred with Mr. J. H. Angaa about the piece of 
land fronting Gilbert-street ; he (Mr. Angas) suggested that 
the matter should be brought before the Board of Manage- 
ment ; this was done. That certain necessary alterations, 
suggested by Mr. Angas, were made in the trust-deed, and 
then returned to Mr. Scott (solicitor). Mr. W. Storrie pre- 
sented the Club with Chambers' Journal, bound and com- 
plete for ten years. Received a letter from the Town Clerk, 
kindly granting permission to erect a sign-board on the 
corporation plantation (which is situated in front of the 
Club premises), provided the Trustees remove it when re- 
quested. That several large donations have been received 
during the past month, from Mr. F. J. Beck (L. L. & G. 
Insurance 'Company), £.5; T. G. Waterhonse, Esq. (per 
Alexander Hay), £21 ; Hemy Scott, 15 guineas donation, 
and a promise of an annual subscription of £5 ; H. T. 
Richmond, of Mount Brown, £20 ; Gavin D. Young, Esq., 
jeiO; F. H. Dutton, Esq., annually £S. 

Total receipt* from all sources, £104 10s. 
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The Following short notice appeared ia the Evening Jo«rnal ' 
of Januaiy 13, 1872 :— 

" BR4NCH Bushmen's Clubs. — Mr. J. Biddoch, M.P,, has 
offered £100 towards the eatablishment in a central part of 
the South Eaatem district of a branch of the Adelaide Club 
for buahmen. Other influential residents have also promised 



Tbe usual monthly meeting was held on February 3, 1872. 
Present — Messrs. H. Giles (chair) and C. B. Young. 

Tbe Hon. Superintendent reported that the Trustees re- 
commended tbe partition in the dining-room to be removed ; 
also the re-arrangement of the sanitary condition of the 
premises. 

Total receipts from all sources, £191 10s. 

Total number of tickets issued, 67i. 

It was resolved — That the advisability of the purchaau rf 
a piece of land fronting on Gilbert-street be left for tbe 
decision of the Trustees. That the Hon. Superintendent 
obtain a light for the front of the premises. 

The following Circular, signed by the Board of Manage- 
ment, was sent to gentlemen likely to befriend bushmen : — 
" Adelaide, February 7, 1872. 

"Sir — The Board of Management of the Bushmen's Club 
have the honour of bringing before your notice the present 
position of that institution, with a view of seeking your 
assistance in completing its permanent establishment ou a 
safe basis. 

" Considering the depressed state of the colony at the time 
the Club was started, it met with a liberal amount of support, 
but the sum then subscribed — about f 1,500^-although 
enough to commence operations ou a sufficiently large scale 
to give the experiment a fair trial, was not adequate to its 
permanent aud efficient establishment when its success and 
usefulness were fully coufirmed. 

" The friends of the institution will be glad to learn that 
it is not from want of snooeas that further funds are rajoired. 
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but that tbe uBefalnesa of the Club demands an extenaioa of 
its benefits and increased accommodation. 

" The public benefits of the Club have recently been 
brought before Parliament, and a vote of £600 obtained 
to supplement private contributions. £200 have been 
generously contributed by two geotiemen, and a further 
sum of £300 ia required. The Board confidently reckon on 
the ready assiatanoe of the pubbo in raising so small a sum 
towards ao good a cause. 

"The promoters of the institution, not being willing to 
-delay the benefits of the Club until funds could be obtained 
to erect a large and expensive building, rented and have sub- 
sequently purchased the premises formerly occupied by Sir 
Charles Cooper, in Whitmore-aquare. The incfeasiug de- 
mand for accommodation rendered it necessary that at least 
twenty bedroonis should be added, and a very neat and com- 
modious dormitory has just been completed, with every con- 
venience, for the aura of £480, 

" That great benefits have been conferred on the class for 
whom it waa intended by the estabhshment of the Home, ia 
unquestionable ; and that it has been appreciated, ia proved 
by the number of persons who have availed themselves of it, 
-and the fact that in so short a time it has become almost if 
not quite self-supporting. 

" The friends of all benevolent institutions may reasonably 
hope that gratitude for returning prosperity may be evidenced 
by increased liberaUty on the part of all classes in aupport of 
.all that is useful and good, and the promoters of the Bush- 
men's Club appeal with confidence to the public, and 
especially to those connected with the squatting interest, for 
the assistance they require. 

" If you are disposed to contribute, we would ask the 
&Toar of your filling up the enclosed form with the amount 
you are wilUng to aubscribe, aud return it to the Honorary 
.Superintendent, Whitmore-square, Adelaide. 

"Neville Bltth, I ^^^^ ^f 
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(Form endoMd with above uf<dlowiiig.) 
" I enclose the sum oi £ : : being tny donation 
towards supplementing the conditional Government grant to 
the Buabmea's Club. 

"AddresB " 



On the 9th of February, 1872, the following preaa telegram 
was received in Adelaide : — 

"A meeting at Hamilton (Victoria) has resolved to form 
a Bushmen's Home, also an association for the prevention of 
stoclc stealing." 

The usual monthly meeting came off on March 1. There 
were present— -Messrs. Davenport (chair), H. Giles, C. B. 
Young; also Trustees, Messrs. I>. Murray and W. K. Thomas. 

Bills and vouchers were called over and found correct. 

The Hon. Superintendent reported that the Trustees had 
purchased the said piece of land ironting on Gilbert^reet 
for .£233. That sundry iniprovemeuts had been effected in 
the rooms of the Club. That the following gentlemen have 
responded to the circular sent out by the Board of Manage- 
ment for raising funds ; — Messrs. 0. B. Fiaher, £2 2s. ; E. 
W. Pitts, £1 Is. ; Mr. J. 0. Hawker, through H. Scott, £25; 
Messrs. J. MoT. Gibson, £2 2s.; Anst^ & Giles, £10 lOi 
The Hon. Superintendent " William" laid before the Boards 
Boheme for the establishing a Benefit Society in connection 
with the Club, and a labour-office in town. 

It was i^eed to have the proposal circulated amongst the 
Trustees and members of the Board, and then brought for- 
ward for consideration at a future meeting. 

The trust-deed, as modified by the Gfovemmont, affecting 
the Constitution and Rules, was considered and approved — 
two of the Trustees, viz., Messrs. D. Murray and W. K. 
Thomas, being present and concurring. 

Amount of receipts for past month, £122 fis. Id. 

Total number of tickets issued to date, 696, 
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" The establishing of a GoTemment labour-offico has been 
lately advocated, with a view of profitably distributing what- 
ever eurpliia labour there may be in the large towns over the 
whole colony. Naturally new arrivals cling to the metropolis, 
and frequently get rid of their last shilling before they 
discover the necessity of looking for employment. At present 
their only resort is the private labour-office, where the infor- 
mation as to the labour requirements of the country is- 
naturally very limited. The establishing of a central Govern- 
ment ofBce, well advised as to country labour necessities, and 
with the machinery at command for drafting applicants for 
work to any apot where it is to be found. Las been urged 
strongly, and will no doubt fiud favour with the Govern- 
ment." 

At the following monthly meeting (held April 3, 1872)- 
there were present Messrs. S. Davenport (chair), H. Giles,. 
aud C. B. Young. 

Accounts, &c., were found correct. 

" William," the Hon. Superintendent, reported that sundry 
improvements had been effected ; these were approved of by 
the Board. That Mr. W. Fowler had presented a donation 
of £5, and the National Bank £10. 

Total receipts for the past month, £118 5s. 

Total number of tickets issued to date, 707. 

The alteration in the Constitution and Rules of the Bush- 
men's Club above alluded to, are as follows r— 

Clause 3 to be read, " 1, 2, 3, 6 of Rules and Regidations 
may be altered from time to tinae," &o., &c. 

Clause 12, instead of "shall be held in the third week in 
December," should read "should be held about the third 
week in December," &c., &c. 

Alterations suggested by Government. ^The old clause 1& 
is abrogated. 

New clause 16 reads thus — 

" Failing which the Trustees shall be at liberty to sell and 
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'dispose of fill property belonging to the Club, and tbe 
proceeds to arise from such sale shall be applied in manner 
following, that is to say, in the first place all and every sum 
of money nhich shall have been advanced by Her Majesty's 
Government of South Australia, in aid of the said Club, 
shall be refunded to said GoTemment, and the balance or 
remainder of the said moneys, to arise from such sale, shall 
be devoted to a fund for the benefit of sick," &c. 

The following clauses have been added : — 

" Clause 1 7. — A book to be called the Record-Book shall 
be kept, in which shall be entered the resolutions of the 
members present at every meeting, and all entries in such 
book signed by the chairman for the time being shall be 
■conclusive evidence of the facts therein stated and of such 
meeting being duly convened. 

" Clause 18. — It shall be lawful for a majority of tuembers 
present at a meetiug to be called by the Trustees for that 
purpose, and of which said meeting thirty days' pi%viouH 
notice shall be given as hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, 
such notice shall be inserted four times in each of the follow- 
ing newspapers published in Adelaide, that is to say, ^e 
SoulJi Australian Register, the Adelaide Observer, the iSouth 
Australian Advertiser, and the South Australian Weekly 
Chronicle, and at which said meeting not less than twenty of 
the members for the time being on the roll of the said Club 
shall be present, to come to a resolution for the sale, mortgage 
or leasing of the said piece of land or any part thereof at or 
for snch price or sum for such term of years not exceeding 
fourteen years in posseasion, and at such rental, and iipon, 
imder, and subject to such terms and conditions as they 
shall determine. And the Trustees for the time being shdl 
at all times carry out and fulfil, as far as in them lies, such 
resolution or resolutions as shall be come to or passed at 
such meeting. 

" Clause 19. — It shall be lawful for a majority of members 
■present at a meeting to be called by the Trustees for that 
purpose in the manner directed in the last preceding imle, 
and at whioh said last- mentioned meeting not less tiun 
twenty of the members for the time being on the roll of the 
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said Club shall be preaeat, to come to Bucb reaolutioa ns 
they may think fit for the purchase of other land whereon to 
erect a branch Home in other parts of the said province, 
whenBoever and so often as they shall deem it advaatageoua 
or proper for the said Club so to do, or for the removal of 
the said Home to some other part of the said province, ia 
which laat-mentioned case the eaid land and hereditaments 
hereinbefore described shall be sold, and the proceeds to arise 
from such sale Bhnll be applied iu or towards the purchase of 
■other land and the erection thereon of a Bushmen's Home, 
and the said last -mentioned prcmiijcs when so purchased as 
aforesaid shall be held by the Trustees for the time being of 
the said Club upon and for the like trusts and purposes as 
are herein set forth and dechired." 

BENEFIT SOCIETY. 
Improvidence ia one of the most conspicuous weaknesses 
of buahmen and does much to aggravate the ills to which, as 
a claas, they are peculiarly subject. It is, therefore, a great 
good to place facilities in their way to make provision against 
human infirmities and bad times. Consequently at a meeting 
of bushmen, specially held for the purpose, it was unani- 
mously considered desirable to establish a Fund in connection 
nith the institution for the mutual benefit of the members. 
The following is the scheme proposed : — 

" OBJECTS. 

" The objects of the society would bo as follows, viz. : — 

" 1st. To raise a. fund (by entrance fees, by a regular 
annual payment, hy donations, and by interest on capital) 
for insuring to men of good character medical assistance and 
pecuniary rehef in time of old age and sickness, and for 
assisting members when travelling in search of employment, 
or in distressed circumstances. 

" 2nd. The name of the society should be ' The Bush- 
men's Mntufd Benefit Society,' or abbreviated by the initials 
B.M.B.S. 

" 3rd. That this society should carry on its business on 
the premises known as the Bushmen's Club, situated in* 
WMtmore-sqnare, and should consist of an unlimited num~ 
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ber of male members of any i-eligiouo perauaaon, of good 
moral chtiracter, free from disease, at fourteen and not abor& 
forty-five years of age, AH candidates should produce a 
oe[ti6cate of health from the society's doctor (if any), if not^ 
from such duly qualified medical practitioner as may be 
satisfactory to the society. 

" 4th. That the Truateea of the BuBhmen'a Club shoidd 
idso be the Trustees of the B.M.B.S. 

" 5th. That the affairs of this society should be managed 
by the Trustees and by the Board of Management (for time 
being), assisted by the Snperiutendent and Secretary of the 
Bushmen's Club. The Superintendent and Secretary at all 
meetings should call over the names of the officers and mem- 
bers, and duly note the absentees, aonounce the receipts and 
disbursemente, and in all respects keep good accounts and 
minutes of proceedings of the meeting ; he should receive 
the notices of the sick members and lay them before the 
Boai-d of Management, should be responsible for all sums of 
money that majkfrom time time be paid into his hands by 
any person on account of the society ; he should receive and 
pay all moneys on account of the Society. The Bank oftho 
society should be the Bauk of in which he 

should deposit all sums of money to the credit of the society, 
in the names of the Trustees ; he should have custody of all 
goods belonging to the society ; he should receive all parcels, 
letters, and other correspondence on accoimt of the society ;. 
lie should answer all communications subject to the approval 
of the Trustees or Board of Mant^ement, and attend to the 
general business of the society ; he should (if required) give- 
security pursuant to Local Act No. 22 of 1852, intituled 
' An Act to regulate Friendly Societies ;' should prepare the 
annual returns (should the society be brought under said 
Act), and transmit them to the Governor-in-Chief as required 
by said Act, and he should give security for the mouey and 
property entrusted to his care pursuant to the stud Act. 

" 6th, That the annual general meeting of the members- 
of this society should bo held about the 30th June in each 
year, to receive report of Trustees, statement of Secretary 
and Treasurer's account, appoint Auditors, and to elect 
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OfiBcera of the society, and to tranBact any other itnportant 



" 7th, That the Board of Management at their regular 
monthly meeting ahould have power to eiantine any books- 
or papers connected with the society, hear and determine 
appeala, and transact the general busiuese of said society. 

" SCALE OF ENTHANCE FEES ISTO THE 80CIET1'. 

*' The cause of failure in the infancy of clubs is the general 
insufhciency of sums at interest and the scale of entrance 
fees ; this scheme is designed to provide against this con- 
tingency. 
"Males only, from 14 years old to 17 inclusive, XI 
18 " 20 2 

" 21 "25 4 



3(i " id 20 

" 41 " 45 30 

" The higher sums may be paid by instalments. 
" N.B. — The aunuid payment not under £3, which must 
lie paid in advance either weekly, monthly, or quarterly, &c. 
" Note. — The average duration of life is calculated to be- 
about thirty -two years. 

"member's frivileoe. 
" No person should receive beuefit until the entire amount 
of entrance-fees of ( ) members, according to age, is. 

paid up and invested. 

"old age. 
" It is suggested that the following allowance (as far as 
the funds will permit) be made, viz. ;— An allowance of 16s, 
per week outside the Club, or a home for the remainder of' 
their days (when incapacitated from work) at the Bushmen's 
Club, with an allowance of 6d. per diom, provided they give 
up the outside allowance of 16s. 

" SICKNESS. 

" Any member who has been admitted twelve ealcndar- 
months, and who is not suspended for being in arrears, if he 



become eick end incapEible cf following any employment, if 
such incapacity is not occasioned by immoral conduct, he 
ebonld receive fi'om the eociety the following allowance for 
siok-pay, viz., outside the Club : — 

"For the first four mouths of illnesa £1 per week. 
" second " 15s. " 

" thirdaudiacontinimncelOs. " 

" The society should have power to regulate the rate of 
sick payments, according to, the state of the funds. 

" A member requiring assistance from the sick fund should 
produce a certificate from a legal medical practitioner, and 
he should be paid according to scale, and he should period- 
ically give such proof of his inability to labour as the society 
may require. No member should be allowed to declare off 
the funds without a medical certificate. In any case where 
a surgeon recommends intoxicating liquors as medicine, such 
medicines must be labelled and furnished by the apothecary 
as other drugs. 

" Any member in the receipt of the funds of the society, 
.and found to be imposing thereon by stating himself to be 
sick and incapable of following his employment or usual 
avocation or calling, when he is able or actually doing so, or 
found gaming, or guilty of any gi-oss misconduct, should 
for the first offence refund two weeks' sick pay, and for the 
second offence he expelled and forfeit all benefits in the s^ 
■ society. 

" It should be optional with a member at any time whilst 
-on sick pay to give up his outside pay and go into the Club 
to Jive, or to obtfun a tii^ket for the Hospital (from the 
society) if preferred. 

" Provided, that if the society grant him a bed iu the 
Hospital (by free ticket), he should not receive the JitS 
-allowdnce for a sick member, but a portion only, snob portion 
to be hereafter decided upon. 

" If a member choose rather to reside at the Club and 
obtain free medical attendance (from Club doctor) whilst 
there, he should pay a proportionate amount for his board, 
-.according to his weekly allowance as per scale. 
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"Should a member prefer other medical treatment to- 
that provided by the society, and to board and lodge him- 
self iu the city or with friends elsewhere, he should pay his 
own private doctor, and receive the regular weekly allowance 
as per scale. 

" No member (or other perron) to claim moneys of the 
society if their sickness (or distress) is caused through 
drunkenness. No pei'Bon should be admitted as a member 
of this society in a sickly condition, or of known bad 
character, or over forty-five years of age ; and no person, 
unless a member, should participate iu the bonefita of the 
society. The eipeuses of interment of all members who have 
been good on the books of the society twelve calendar months, 
should be defrayed out of the general fund, such expense 
not to exceed ; but no payments should be 

made &om this fund for funerals until certificates have been 
received by the secretary from applicant* as follows ; — 

" This is to certify that [aged a member 

of the B.M.B.S. died at and was interred at 

by The expenses of the interment amounted to- 

£. : : . 

"Signature 

"Profession 

"Residence 

" Witnessed by a legal medical practitioner, or minister, 
or two householders. Vouchers for payment must be pre- 
sented at the same time. 



" The beat thing (probably) will be to provide for a mem- 
ber's temporary want, and get him employment so soon as 
possible. A careful guard must be set over this department 
to prevent imposition. 

"application of funds. 

" All moneys received on account of entrance fees, annual 
subscriptions, donations, and interest ou capital, should be 
called the General Fund, and he applied in carrying out the 
objects of the society and iu paying the expenses of manage- 
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ment, according to the rules of tlie society. The Board, 
should have power to make grants from the above-named 
fund for henevolent purpoaes ; and so much of the funds of 
■the society as may not be wanted for iromediate use, or to 
meet the usual accniing liabilities, should be invested ia 
-any way the Trustees and Board of Management may decide 
to be most conducive to the best iuterests of the society. 
The TruBtees and. Board of Management should have power 
to establisb a fund for the relief of widows and orphans of 
■deceased membei-s. 

" Note 1. — As it must necessarily be some time before a. 
joung society can superannuate its old members (unlesB a. 
very large number come in at the start), perhaps the best 
way to get over this difficulty would be, that every m.ember 
■of the society should be a member also of the Bushmen's Club, 
though it does not necessarily follow that every member of the 
Club must be a member of the society ; and what assistance 
is rendered to aged persons may (if thought advisable) 
be given, in the first instance, out of any B.C. funds that 
may be to spare, provided that the applicant shall have been 
good on the books a given time (say a year). 
"admission. 

" All candidates requiring admission ii.to the society should 
communicate {enclosing a deposit of five shillings) with the 
secretary, who would issue a printed form to be filled up. 
When this is approved by the Board, he should be informed 
of the fact, and upon paying the balance of the entrance 
fee — according to age — sign the rules, and comply widi 
all the requisitions of the society ; he should be enrolled 
as a member and receive his certificate as such, but 
■should present hiniself once at one of the meetings. at 
the Club-house before the expiration of his first twelve 
months' entry on the books. If the candidate be rejected, his 
deposit-money should be returned, less expenses. The 
forms for admission should contjiin columns, viz., date, name, 
age (last birthday), present place of abode, occupation, name 
of station last employed upon, nationality, whether married 
or single, if member of Bushmen's Club or any other society, 
and signature of medical officer by whom examined. 
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" Tlie society ahoiild keep a registration-book in which 
those particuiara should be entered, and when a member 
■changes his place of abode, he shouli notify the same to the 
secretary, otherwise all communications should be sent to 
the last address, notified to the secretary, and be deemed duly 
(br warded. 

" Every member should pay hia member's-fees weekly 
^when practicable), and any one owing thirteen weeks' 
fees, and not making payment withm that time, should 
be suspended and forfeit all benefits of the society for 
twelve months ; and if he owes six months' fees, he should 
cease to be a member, but the society should have power to 
re-admit him (on payment of all money owing by him) as a 
new member. 

" FORM OF CERTIFICATE, 

" This is to certify that of 

^ed was duly enrolled a member of the 

' Bushmen's Mutual Benefit Society,' Adelaide, the 
day of 187 . 

As witness our hands, 

I Board of 

I Management. 
Sec. 

" EXPULSION OF BAD CHABACTEKS. 

" If any disputes arise between the members of the society, 
it should be referred to the Board of Management, and if not 
settled by them, it might be referred to a joint meeting of the 
Tr '.stees and Board of Management ; failing a settlement 
by them, it should be referred to the annual genera! meeting, 
their decision to be final. 

" Ail complaints, or appeals, must be specified in writing, 
and a copy of the charge (if any) forwMded to the party 
accused, so as to afford reEuonable time for his defence. No 
appeal should be received unless forwarded one month 
previous to the meeting at which it is to be heard, or within 
one month of the decision appealed against 

" Any candidate for admission making a false statement to 
any of the questions required to be answered by him, with a 
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Tiew to obtiuD admiaBioD into the aocietj, should, on proof 
thereof, be immediately expelled. 

" Before any member Bhould be expelled, the followiog rule 
diaU be observed i — The Becretaty shall lay the case before 
the Board of Mauagemeut at their usual monthly meeting, 
after which the member charged with the offence should be 
IVimiahed vith a copy of the chai^ a reasonable time (say 
one month) before the time appointed for hearing; and every 
member having committed an offence, who shall go out of 
the way, or not appear when called upon to answer as to his 
conduct, shall be proceeded against as if present, but hia 
expulsion may be appealed against as provided for in cases 
of dispute. 

"Note. — The first thing to be done in establishing this 
society, is to have the report of a competent actuary, showing 
the average or established lav!S of call on the hinds. Such 
actuary would have to consider the peculiar habit-i of life of 
bushmen, and this consideration would make any European 
fact vary, and he should be careful to leave the mai^n on 
the right side. A better idea could then be formed of the 
allowance to be made to widows and orphans." 

The next monthly meeting was held on May 2, 1872. 
There were preaentr — Messrs. H. Giles and C. B. Young (in I 
the chair). 

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Superintendent, " WiUiam," reported that a 
gentleman of Wareowie had presented a donation of £5 to 
the Club funds. That Captain Finnias had presented 
Chambers' Cyclopiedia, four large volumes, worth £30 ; 
and that Mr. John Lindsay had given eight volumes 
Westminster Review and twenty-nine volumes of McMillan's 
Magazine, to the Club Library. That a lady of Mount 
Gambler had written to him with a view to promote the 
estabhshment of a similar institution at that place. That 
the property on the Gilbert-street side had been fenced in 
with a good sii-feet lapped and strapped fence at a cost of 
over £20, and that the property was very much improved 
thereby. That twenty-five pairs of blankets had been 
obtained, and the gas fittings completed. The horse 

I 
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belongiug to the Club, which had been taken care of by a 
gentleman living near Wellington, was got home during 
the past month, and appeared fit for work again. He 
{" Wilham"), therefore, Buggested to tiie Board the deaira- 
bility of Bending round an agent to sell and renew the 
members' tickets, to collect subscriptions and informatioB 
about the Benefit Society, to prepare the way for the History 
of the Bushmen's Club among the men, and introduce the 
business of the Bush Book Association. He further reported 
that J. H. Angas, Esq., had made application to the Chief 
Secretaty for the payment of the £600 grant ; and that so 
soon as all the accounts were ledgered up to date, it would be 
necessary to take steps to raise another wing to the building. 

It was resolved by the Board that this business be done. 

Total amount of receipts for the past month, X78 5a. 

Total number of tickets issued to date, 729, 

The following article is taken from the RegiUer of May 
18, 1872 :— 

" The Bushmen's Club. 

"This useful institution has now been in eaistenoe for 
rather more than two years, and it is with pleasure we record 
the success it has achieved and the prosperity it continues 
to enjoy. The fact tliat 700 members have been enrolled 
since the Club was started is sufficient proof of its popularity 
with bushmeu ; and the generally large number of inmates 
shows that the institution really is appreciated as a home by 
the class it is intended to benefit. The liberal act of the 
Government in granting the Club the sum of £500 is highly 
commendable. It will enable the Directors to extend their 
operations, and probably to carry out needed improvements 
in connection with the buildings. Already ' William,' the 
Superintendent, is again pressed for room. The dining-room 
has had to be enlarged by taking in the smoking-room ; but 
what is much wanted is a new building, similar to that 
recently erected as a dormitoty, to include dining and 
smoking-rooms, which would allow the present rooms used 
for those purposes to be turned into bedrooms. The piece of 
land behind the Club, with a frontage in Gilbert-street, has 
at length been secured, at a cost of £233. This is a valuable 

Q 
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addition to the property, and it will add oon»derably to the 
eouvenience of the place. If it could be done, the ereotiou 
of a row of small cottages upon this frontage, to be lefc 
famished to married buehmen, would be a great advantage. 
At present the Home affords no accommodation of this sort^ 
and, as many married men are subecriberB, it is only right 
that some provision should be made for them, so that when 
they visit town with their families they may not be com- 
pelled to lodge in expensive apartments, or to furnish rooms 
for the time of their stay. 

" It is felt that the institution has by no means reached 
the limit of its usefulness, and hopes are entertained of 
gradually extending its operations until much shall havo 
been effected which now can only be desired. One proposal 
is that the Home should board lads of fourteen years and 
upwards at a low rate, &> as to admit of their being sent in 
from the bush for education in town. Such an arrangement, 
if it were carried out, would so evidently be productive of 
much good that nothing need to be said in its favour, 

"Auother proposal of the Superintendent is to institute a 
Benefit Society in connection with the Home, the objects of 
which would be to raise funds by entrance-feea, annual pay 
ments, donations, and interest oa capital, for providing mem- 
bers in times of siokoess with medical assistance and 
pecuniary relief, and in times of dd age or incapacity for 
further work, with a permanent weekly sum or a home at 
the Club. There would also be the object of helping dis- 
treflsed members by relieving their temporary wants, and 
endeavouring to get them employment through the Bush- 
men's Cluh labour-office, the head-quarters of which 'William' 
hopes yet to see in the centre of the business part of the- 
city. The Superintendent has prepared the prospectus of such 
a society, more, however,-in the hope of receiving hints from 
those versed in these matters than with the desire for its 
immediato adoption. The principal features of the scheme 
are that the entrance-fees should vary from £1 to £i5, 
according to the age of the person entering, fourteen being 
the lowest, and fifty the highest age taken ; the annual sub- 
scription to be not under £3, These payments, ' William' 
believes, would secure to the member £1 per week fbr the 
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first four mouths of iUueas, 15b. for the second four months, 
and 10b. for the third four, which sum would be continued 
if neoeseary. In the case of old age or incapacity for work 
the allowance would be 16b. per week, or a home in theCluh 
and 6d. per diem. There are other, details in the scheme, 
but these will suffice to show its general bearing. The 
estftbliBhment upon a good basis of a society with these 
objects, which bnahmen might be induced to join, is a most 
desirable thing. We heartily hope that the scheme may be 
carried through, and be well supported hj the class it wonld 
specially provide for. The foundation of a library to circu- 
late in the bush is another measure contemplated. An 
influential committee of gentlemen have issued a circular 
calling upon those connected with the squatting interests to 
help in tiis work by giving subscriptions for the purchase of 
necessary books. The movement would afterwards be made 
self-supporting. The circulation in the bush of literature of 
a healthy kind is much needed. As it is, the books supplied 
on the stations by hawkers and others are for the most part 
novels of the moat sensational kind. It is to be hoped, 
therefore, that the appeal made in order to starting a Bush 
Book Society will be extensively responded to. 

" The whole of the Club property is now properly vested 
in trustees, to be held for all time for the Club purposes. 
An alteration became uecessaiy in the deed before the 
Govemraent grant could be received, providing that in the 
event of the institution falling through, and the property 
being sold, all moneys received from the Government shall 
be returned. Other clauses have also been added, providing 
for the keeping of a record-book, and giving power to the 
m^ority of the members at a properly convened meeting to 
direct ibe trustee to mortgage or sell the property, or to 
secure land in other parts for the. establishment of branch 
Bushmen's Homes. But, as tbe promised ' History of the 
firat Bushmen's Club established in Australia' is nearly com- 
pleted, our readers will have the opportunity of gaining 
fuller particulars upon all those points than can be given 
here. In the meantime we hope the Home will continue to 
be extensively used by the bushmen of South Australia, and 
well supported by the public of the colony generallj." 
2 
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The following are the Advertiaer't remarks upon the same 
gulgect, dated May 20, 1872 : — 

" Amongst the most useful and successful of the benevolent 
institutions of the city must be classed the Bushmen's Home ; 
for under the earnest and indefatigable superintendence of 
•William,' the Horae has attained a position of prosperity 
and apparent stability which the most sanguine of its pro- 
moters could hardly have anticipated. Several hundreds of 
busbmeri have enrolled themselves as members of the Club, 
and from time to time the increasing demands for accommo- 
dation at the Home have necessitated the extension of the 
premises in Whitmore-square, 

" The Superintendent has supplied us with some interest- 
ing information respecting this institution. Wo learn from 
him that only two years have elapsed since the Home was 
formally inaugurated by Hia Excellency the Governor, and 
since then its history has been one of progress. Since the 
last annual meeting extra dining-room accommodation has 
been afforded, but the accommodation is stiU found to be 
inaufBcient. It is suggested as an advisable improvement 
that a new dining-hatl should be erected, and the room at 
present used for that purpose converted into temporary 
sleeping apartments and smoking rooms. The Gilbert-street 
frontage adjoining the Home has been, purchased through the 
kind assistance of Messrs. J. H. Angaa, M.P., and D. Murray, 
at a cost of £233, and this has necessarily enhanced the 
value of the property. The property has been formally 
vested in trustees, but before the trust-deed could he settled 
a modification of the Constitution was made necessary, to 
meet the reasonable representations of the Government, firom 
whom a grant of £500 has been recently obtained. The 
principal alteration had reference to the winding up of the 
affairs of the Club, should circumstances arise which might 
necessitate the closing of the Home. In prospect of so 
untoward and, we hope, improbable an event, it is provided 
that if, after due notice has been given of the position of the 
Club, it shall be found impossible to re-organise the insti- 
tution, the Trustees shall have power to sell the property 
and appropriate the proceeds — first, to repay all sums of 
money which may from time to time have been advanced by 
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the Cfovemment ; and aeoond, to aet apart the balance, if 
any, towards a fuud for sick and dietreased bushiuen. Otber 
alterations have been made to the effect that by resolution of 
a meeting of raembers, duly convened, the property may be 
sold, mortgi^ed, or leased ; that, at a meeting also duly con- 
Tened, the trustees may be empowered to purchase land and 
erect a branch Home wherever it may be advantageous to d^i 
bo; or if considered desirable, they may sell the present 
property and apply the proceeds to the purchase of land and 
the erection of a Bushmen's C3ub elsewhere in the colony for 
like trusta and purposea as the present Home. 

" Useful aa the institution has been, we are pleased to 
learn that its sphere of usefulness is likely to be still farther 
extended. Hitherto the advantages of the Club have been 
offered to or accepted by adult bush labourers only; but a 
valuable suggestion has been made, and one which it is hoped 
wiU be carried to a successful issue, that lads from the bush, 
ftxtm fourteen years of age and upwards, should be admitted 
to the Home as boarders at a reduced rate, while being 
educated at the city schools. The education of children in 
the bush isa matter of so much importance, and yet attended 
with BO much difficulty, that we hail this proposal with 
pleasure, and trust that the su^estion may not only be 
adopted, but be carried out with great benefit. 

" We have also been shown a draft constitution of a pro- 
jected Benefit Society in connection with the CQub. It ig 
proposed by this society to afford assistance to members 
■when in sickness or distress, by a weekly payment of money, 
by board, lodging, and medical attendance at the Club, by 
admission to the Hospital, or by other means of relief. The 
establishment of a Bushmen's Labour Office in connectioa 
with the Home is also projected. 

" Respecting the inmates, the Superintendent speaks very 
highly of their general demeanor and conduct. He espresseB 
regret that there are still a number of bushmen who, 
through ignorance of the Home and its arrangements, avoid 
it, and prefer other less adv'antageous places of residence in 
the city, and he earnestly appeals to them to share the com- 
forts which the Home affords. 'William' refers to the 
departure for Europe of Mr. David Murray, one of the 
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truatoes, who haa evinced generoua firiendahip and practical 
sympatliy witli the objeota of the Home, and aaya he wiH 
cany with him the beat wishes of the bushmen of South 
Australia, who are indebted tu him so greatly. We hope Ihe 
Home may become increaeiiigly useful and increasingly 
prosperous, and that the new projectB to which we hsTe 
referred may he carried out with the eame energy and success 
as have marked the brief history of the Club itself." 

The following is a copy of correapondence respecting the 
Oovemment grant to the Club, from the Chief Secretaiy to 
J. H. AngftH^ E^'i and also that gentleman's answer to the 
same: — 

"Chief Secretary's Office, 

" Adelaide, May 27, 1872. 

" Sir — I am directed by the Chief Secretary to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 27th inst.,. applying on 
belialf of the Bushmen's Home for payment of the amount 
voted by the L^ialature in aid of that institution, and in 
reply to draw your attention to the following extract &om 
Addreas of the House of Assembly, No. 10 of 1871, having 
reference to this matter, for the purpose of supplementing 
contributions for the enlargement of the building now used 
aa the Bushmen's Home, such sum to be paid on the Attomey- 
Geoeral being satisfied with the trusts in respect of the aaid 
Bushmen's Home, aud to request you to be good enough to 
state whether such oonditio&s have lieen compUed with. 
" I have the the honour to be. Sir, 
" Your obedient servant, 

" J. BooTHBY, Under Seoretozy. 

"J. H. Angaa, Esq., M.P., Adelaide." 

"AdelMde Club, May 30, 1872. 

" The Honourable the Chief Secretary. 

" Sir — I have the honour to acknowledge yours of the 
37th inst., and in reply beg to state that the late Attorney' 
General (Mr. Boucaut) perused the trust-deed of the Bui^ 
men's Club, and made some suggeations, which were adopted 
in accordance with his request. Messrs. Scott & Bakewell, 
solicitors to the Club, prepu^ the document. They will be 
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happy to ftimi^ aay further information wbicb may be 
required. 

" I have tbe honour to remain, Sir, 

" Your obedient servant, 

" J. H. Anoab." 
The following is a letter written by Ur. Angas to " William," 
Hon. Superiutendent of the Bushmen's Club : — 

"Adelaide Club, June 10, 1872. 
" Hon. Secretary Bushmen's Club. 

"Dear Sir — Will you have the goodness to inform the 
Board of Afanagement that the grant of €500, voted by 
Parliament in aid of the Bushmen's Club, will, I expect, be 
payable this month. 

"Also that I have had a conversation with Mr. Angas (my 
father) concerning the debt of £509 due to him from the 
Club. I informed him that the Club could pay off the debt, 
but I also stated that it was drairable to add a new wing to 
the building, whereupon he at once offered to lend the money 
for another year without interest. I would recommend the 
Board of Management to take these matters into immediate 
«on»deration, and to get plans of additions and t^terations as 
aaoa as possible. 

" Yoiirs truly, 

" J. H, Anoas." 

The following, copied from the Evening Journal of June 
11, 1873, will no doubt be read with pleasure by many a 
lover of such institutions as our Bushmen's Home : — 
" Bushmen's Homb in Sydnby. 

" On May 31 a meeting was held in the Central Police 
Court to inaugurate a Bushmen's Home. Captain Scott, 
M.P., presided, and there attended the Rev. A. W, Webb, 
Captain Evans, Messrs. T. Dawson, W. D. Mearee, W. T. 
Pinhey, S. H. Lewis, H. B. Lee, De Beaker, Boran, Smart, 
AnJ Lovett. 

"Mr. T. Dawson proposed, and Captain Evans seconded — 
' That it is ded^ble that a Bushmen's Home be established 
in Sydney for the bene&t of shepherds, stockmen, gold diggers, 
drovers, and others.' 

"Carried. 
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"Mr. Lee mored, Mr. Smart secondii^ — 'That a oocor 
mittee be appoiated, consiBtiug of the gentlemen present, 
with power to add to their number ; that Captain Scutt be 
chairman, and that three-form a quorum.' 

" Mr. Webb stated his iuabtlity to act, and his name was 
therefore omitted from the resolution aa adopted. Mr. 
Smart was appointed Secretary, Captain Evans Treasurer. 
SubBoription-lists were opened, and a eub-committee was 
appointed to prepare rules. The general committee decided 
upon holding fortnightly meetings." 

The Sydney Morning Herald of Monday, June 3, 1872, has 
the following OD this subject, which gives us much pleasure 
of inserting here, and showa what proceedings have been " 
taken also at Sydney to inaugurate a Bushmen's Club in that 
city : — 

" Bushmen's Home. 

" In accordance with an advertisement (inserted by Captain 
Scott, P.M.) which appeared on Friday, convening a meeting 
for the purpose of taking into consideration the desirability 
of establishing a Bushmen's Home in Sydney, the following 
gentlemen attended : — Messrs. Evans, T. Dawson, W. D. 
Meares, W. T. Piuhey, S. H. Lewis, H. B. Lee, De Beaker, 
Boran, Smart, Lovett, Rev. A. W. Webb, and Capt. Scott. 

" After some conversation respecting the object of the 
meeting, in the success of which all appeared to be deeply 
interested, it waa proposed and carried — ' That it is desirable 
that a Bushmen's Home should bo established in Sydney.' 

" It waa afterwards proposed and carried that the gentle- 
men then present should form themselves into a committee^ 
with power to add to their number, to carry out the objecta 
of the meeting-^Captain Scott being appointed chairman, 
and Messrs. Scott, Dawson, and Evans a sub-committee t^ 
frame and prepare rules and regulations to be submitted to 
the committee at a meeting to be held a fortnight hence, at 
4 o'clock p.m., at the Central Police OfGce, for their approval j 
Mr. T. Walter Smart consenting to act as honorary Secretary, 
and Captain Evans as honorary Treasurer. The objects of 
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this inBtltutioti were fuUj explaiaed and enlarged upon I7 
the TariouB gentlemea preaent, all of whom coutd personally 
attest to the great necessity which exists for its formation, aa 
scenes witnessed by them occur daily and nightly in the 
streets, in the parks, at the Police Courts, in paddocks, in 
fact, everywhere, of persons lying about in a deplorable state 
of drunkenneaa or destitution. 

" The object of establishing a Bushmen's Home is not a 
charitable one in a pecuniary sense, but one to provide bush- 
men, shepherds, stockmen, bullock drivers, diners, &c., with 
a temporary home, where, for a small sum paid weekly, they 
will obtain wholesome food, clean beds, and good advice as to 
the investment of their savings, and in obtaining, through a 
r^istry-ofBce established on the premises, speedy and respect- 
able employment, without any extra charge, every induce- 
ment being held out to tliem to become strict teetotallers. 
Doubtless in course of time branch institutions similar to 
this Sydney one will be established at all the principal towns 
in New South Wales — Bathurst, Mudgee, Orange, Yass. 
New England, Maitland, &o. 

" The only thing the committee solicit is, by subscription, 
to collect sufficient means to purchase beds and clothing, 
furniture, crockery ware, kitchen utensils, all of the humblest 
description, and to pay three months' rent, after which the 
institution will be a sefr-supporting one. 

"The amount required will be about £150. Each mem- 
ber of the committee will receive subscriptions." 

Bushmen's Home oh the MnRRnHBiooEE. 

While quoting from the Adelaide Ohserver a recent article 
respecting the marked success which has attended the 
establishment of a Bushmen's Club in South Australia, the 
Hay Standard of June 6 atrotjgly urges the desirability of a 
similar institution being founded in the Upper River District. 
The paper mentioned contends that' in the Darling, Lachlan, 
and Murrumbidgee country there is ample scope for such a 
Home, and pleads that the benefits it would confer should be 
seoxired. The special temptations and trials of bush life are 
also dwelt upon as reasons why aetion should be taken, and 
that early. 

o 3 
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The Club in Adelaide. 

A special meeting of the Truatees and Board of 1 
me&t vas held on June 12, 1872. Present — Messrs. C. ] 
Toiing (chair), H. Giles, and W. K. Thomas representing the 
Trustees. 

It was resolved that Mr. Camming be requested to prepare 
working plans and estimate, immediately with a view to the 
building of the eaatem wing. A ^)ecial meeting to be called 
on the 14tli to aonsider estimate, &o. 

On the 14th the said special meeting was held, the plans 
submitted by Mr. Gumming were approved, and it was con- 
sidered desirable to complete the building as soon as there 
were any funds available for the purpose. Mr. H. Giles 
was requested to ascertain whether money could be legally 
borrowed on the Club property. 

The next monthly meeting of the Board was held July 2, 
1872. Present — Messrs. S. Davenport (chair], H. Giles, and 
C. B. Young. 

Mr. Giles reported that no answer had been received to his 
enquiries respecting a loan on the Club property. 

Vouchers and accounts examined and found correct. 

Receipts for past month, .£71 10s. 

Number of tickets issued, 739. 

Superintendent repoi^d that Messrs. W. A. E. West and 
J. H. Angas Iiad called during the month, and the form^ 
gentleman had given a donation of £3 to the bushmen's 
funds. Also that he had turned all spare land into a kitchen 
garden. That during the past month be had forwarded 
documents, &o., to three different places — two Victoria, one 
Sydney — containing sufficient information and instructions to 
enable the applicants to establish and work Homes for bush- 
men, thus making five movements in all on foot in the 
different colonies. Mr. Angas, sen., having generously per- 
mitted the £500 loan to continue for a further tirelve 
months, the chairman was requested to thank him on behalf 
of the Committee. 

The Committee concurred in the desirability of the follow- 
ing advertisement to the public for fud la rai»ag £250, the 
deficiency delaying the erection of the required wing : — 
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"BnsHiieN'a Club. 

" It being found necessary to increase the accommodation 
at thia institution by the addition of another wing to the 
exiating building, wluch will cost about X500, 

" The Gonunittee will provide £250 if a like amount be 
raised by the friends of the institution. 

" Donations will be thankfully received by 'William,' Hon. 
Superintendent, Whitmore-squaro, Adelaide." 

The following short notice calling attention to the 
advertisement, appeared in the Chronicle, July 6, 1872 : — 

"It will be seen by an advertisement that subscriptions 
are invited in aid of the Bushmen's Club, it being proposed 
to add another wiug to the present building. That increased 
accommodation is again required, shows that the institution 
is being more and more appreciated." 

"On the 13th July, 1872, the following article from a 
kindly hand appeared in the Border Watch, bearing upon 
the Home movement : — 

"the Bushmen's club uotbhukt. 
" Communicated hy M. C. 

"A very pleasing effect is said to be produced 1^ viewing 
a snowy landscape through rose-coloured glass. The chilling 
expanse of snow and inhospitable fields, the frozen streams 
and bare trees, are all transformed by the soft warm haze 
that would fain heat the beholder to the belief that the 
dreariness of winter has been exchanged for the balmy 
charms of suminer. But the delusion is as short-lived as it 
is harmless, the brightly tinted glass is soon laid aside, and 
the aceue around ia coldly prosaic as before. We are all, 
however, familiar with looking at matters rose de couleur in 
cases where the process is neither unhurtful nor transitory. 
One of the instances in which this is persistently done by 
well-meaning people is with reference to the social and 
intellectual advancement of our uatiou during the present 
era of its existence. 

" Commercial enterprise, and munificent alms deeds are 
salient features of our modem civilization, and out of these 
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facto an eminMttly comfortable and charming theory is 
frequentlj conatructed as to our superiority ill every 
conceivable point over past ages and peoples. Each charitable 
project, and every missionary enterprise is scanaed with 
rose-coloured spectacles till, through their illusive glow, 
such marveilouB statistics are compiled that we are almost 
hoaied into believing we have attained to the milleaium 
without knowing it. We are, most of us, a trifle sick of 
hearing that our morals and machinery are unrivalled in the 
universe; that British integrity and British calico are 
unimpeachable, and that we may defy creation in the matter 
of subscriptiou-listo and Brummagem wares. Granted that 
there is a substratum of truth in all these highly-coloured 
assertions, still we have daily evidence around us that 
notwithstanding our vaunted liberality and widely-spread 
charities, our benevolent institutions and Bible societies, 
there is a large and ever-increasing number of our fellow- 
creatures whose whole lives and surroundings are a terrible 
protest against the song complacency with which we eternally 
compliment ourselves, upon our moral and social condition 
aa compared with other periods. We cannot shut our eyes 
to the fact that insobriety and impurity, poverty and squalor, 
and inhuman vices claim an appalling per ceutage iu our 
midst. It is well to have glowing reports of missiouary 
labours in the South Sea and Pacific Ocean, imposing 
statistics from religious tract societies, and a satisfactory 
import and export report ; yet these hardly constitute a 
sufficient cause for pieans of national laudation, while our 
legislators refuse to grapple with the cankering evil of 
drunkenness for fear of diminishing the revenue, of offending 
this interest, or lessening the profits of the other. 

"It may be I'ather pleasant thus to look at the darker 
phases of life around ns through the incense which wo bum 
at the shrine of our supposed moral elevation, but it ia 
not the mode by which the social evils and difficulties that 
in one form or other perplex all states can be abolished or 
lessened. One of ours, as a community and colony, is 
undoubtedly the anomalous and unsatisfactory oondition of 
a large section of our working people who are known among 
us aa bushmen. While the increasing influx of papulation 



and ita ineTituble coneequences have, in a meaaure, clianged 
the whole aspect of coloDial life during the past few years, 
the peciihar disadvantages under which this class labours 
remain still unaltered. The typical bushman now, aa then, 
is a wandering nondescript workman; now here, now there — ■ 
shearing, reaping, fencing, road making, tramping it in search 
of employment — doing anything that comes in his way, and 
not at all disinclined to do nothing. He is usually, pohtically 
speaking, of somewhat advanced views, with very fixed ideas 
as to individual rights, and the vaguest regarding theology- 
Erratic in his movements, irregular in his habits, the things 
that he can be counted upon for with least fear of dis- 
appointment is, not to miss a spree when tbe opportunity 
offers itself, nor turn a cold shoulder to a 'mate' in distress. 
Living at times a monotonous and isolated life, his recreations 
limited to a pack of greasy cards, and the singing of songs 
not strictly evangelical; his intellectual resources comprised in 
a sensational novel, and the relating of ' yarns' of doubtful 
veracity, and still more doubtful morality. Then a periodical 
viat to a township, where that summary" process known aa 
* *knoi±ingdown a cheque' is forthwith commenced, till the 
hardly-earned wages of months is dissipated in a few days' 
orgies, and before the poor deluded man has realized what 
he is about, he finds himself one morning, with an awfully 
muddled head and unsteady hand, lifting his 'swag' (if 
haply he has one left) to tramp it once more, perhaps haunted 
by the terrors of delirium tremens; perhaps to stray away 
and never be heard of more, till some chance traveller in a 
dim guUy or shadowy range comes upon the ghastly remains 
of what was once a human being. There is a coroner's 
inquest, and then it is all over — the wretched misspent life 
that no one misses or regrets, save perhaps a sorrowing 
mother beyond the Pacific, who waits and fears through the 
long years tilt hope is dead. 

"The story is eitremely common-place, and altogether lacks 
the tensationalism which threatens to become an essential 
ingredient in every tale and grievance that would effectually 
commend itself to sympathy and redress. But the tragedy 
of a wrecked life and a godless death is, notwithstanding, 
infinitely mpre awful, more unspeakably sad, than any a 
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^mpattetio audience ever sighed or shuddered at in the 
brilliaut light of a magnificent theatre. The adventures of 
a hero, after the Guy Livingstone type — clever, handsome, 
and reckless, with a decided penchant for violating the 
Beveuth commandment — may be more exciting, more 
picturesque, but they are hardly of such vital importance to 
us, as Christians and fellow- creatures, aa the tale that is so 
l^bly read in the bloated hazard feces and unsteady gait 
of the wretohed, misguided men, who are permitted by the 
lawaof our country to be stupified and beggared by wat«r beer, 
raised to double strength by mtx vomica and cocculus indicua; 
by a minimum of pure spirit, seasoned with white vitriol 
and oil of cinnamon and cayenne, by courtesy called gin, 
and such stuff, and then turned adrift to wander whither 
they will. Homeless, penniless, and friendless, tempted and 
despairing, God help them ! We pass them by at our street 
comers and on our highways, terribly in need of a little 
sympathy and help, which, though we are so humane (aid 
benevolent, they somehow seldom receive. 

"But even when those who have time and inclination to - 
proffer both come to the fore, the grave *problem arises — 
which ia the most effectual way in which this may be 
accomplished 1 Those who have giyen moat time and thought 
to the subject have coma to the conclusion that the best 
and most practicable mode of doing this is by establishing 
bushmen's clubs in the centres of population throughout the 
«olony. The movement was for some time under discussion 
in Adelaide, the result being that a Bushmen's Club has 
been successfully organized, and ia now in capital working 
order therein. 



But it must be home in mind that aR movements which 
-aim at the uprooting of long-existing abuses must inevitably 
meet with much opposition and misrepresentation ; and 
though the scheme was long under discussion, it is but two 
jeaiB since the Club was fairly started. It was formally 
opened in May, 1870, by His Exoelleiu^ and the late 
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lamented Ladj Edith Ferguasoo. Her Ladyship, as is well- 
knowD, took a warm interest iu the movement, and with 
touching thoughtfulnesa alluded to it even iu her dying hours 
as one which she deeply desired to be placed on an assured 
footing. Not for her noble birth, nor her exalted rank, 
should we deem that wish a sacred trust, but for the pure 
imselfish benevolence, and the tender womanly heart that 
prompted it. She has passed away to her reward, leaving 
behind her the memorial of a life of charity and good deeds, 
and the most fitting tribute we could pay to her memory 
would be to take up this movement, so noble iu its aims aiKl 
so practical in its designs, until in every bush township a 
iondfide Bushmen's Home or Club is established, to subvert 
a,nd replace the order of things which has so long and 
disaatrouBly prevailed. 

"No one who candidly considers the question will fail to be 
convinced that these iustitutions are calculated to effect more 
towards accomplishing this end than any other agency that 
could he employed. Mechanics' institutes, and moral essays, 
cheap tracts, and temperance lectures are very good in their 
way ; but no one who is not deeply affected by the infirmity 
of loolting through coloured glass will venture to affirm that 
any or all of them can exercise a permanent or salutary 
effect on men whose only resort, when they leave the 
solitudes of the buah, are the public-house and the wine- 
shop. We see the fruits of this state of things daily around 
118, and all who seriously consider the matter must deplore 
it deeply. But we have the remedy partly in our own hands. 
With the results and experience of the Club in Adelaide 
before us, we have only to ba really in earnest to make a 
united effort in order to establish a similar institution ia 
Mount Gambier, Situated as we are in the centre of an 
extensive agriculturfd and pastoral district, there can be no 
question that a Bushmen's Club, properly organized, and 
efficiently conducted, would be liberally patronised, and in a 
short time self-supporting. 

"The great thing ia to aet the movement on foot, and if 
only those who are intereated in the moral welfare of this 
long-neglected class, and those who have time and infiuence 
at tiieir disposal, would heartily o^operate iu the matter> 
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this might soon be effected. In the present atate of afKurs 
amongst us, commodious premises couJd be secured at a 
moderate rental, to give the scheme a fair trial, and test the 
practicability of permanently establishing such an institution 
in our midst. The handsome subscription of ;£100 is already 
guaranteed by a gentleman in the district towards this object, 
and we could always rely iipon receiving a Government 
grant on the same conditions as it was advanced to the 
Adelaide Club ; so that the expenses attached to the 
imdertaking need not wholly scare us from taking it in 

On August I, 1872, the Board met again for their usual 
monthly work. There were present — Messrs. C. B. Young 
(chair) and H. Giles. 

Minutes of previous meeting were read and confirmed. 
Vouchers called over and found correct. 

The Superintendent urged the necessity of providing more 
room. He reported that Mr. Wm. Watson had beea 
appointed and sent to the bush as travelling agent during 
the shearing season. That an application should be made to 
the City Council about finishing up the watertable and 
forming the road in front of the premises. That it would he 
necessary to pass a resolution at the next annual meeting to 
enable the Trustees to mortgage the property if necessary, as 
per clause 18 of Constitution of Club. 

A letter was read from G. F. Angas, Esq., informing the 
Trustees that the ^500 loan would remain without interest 
till July 13, 1873, when the promisaory-note would be pre- 
sented at the Bank of Australasia for payment. 

A deposit-receipt for £52 10s. was presented, being a 
donation from Mr. Price Maurice, per J. H. Angas, Esq. 

Receipts for the month, £7i 10s. 

Number of tickets issued, 749. 

" Wniiam" was directed to call on Mr. J. H. Angas to 
discuss tbo raising of funds for immediately commencing the 
new wing. 

The following short articles, commenting upon the prospectB 
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<J the Club, &re clipped &om the Evening Journal and 
Expreis of August 2, 1872 : — 

From Evening Journal: — 

" It wOl probably be remembered that a generous frienj 
of the Bushmen's Club lent £500 to the Trustees without 
interest for twelve mouths to-assist it, and we now learn that 
he has renewed the loan on the sanie liberal terms for another 
year. ' William,' the Hon. Superintendent, also informs us 
that Mr. Price Maurice, through his agent, Mr. C. Sabine, 
has supplemented to the extent of 50 guineas the aubscrip- 
tions that were collected on his runs to aid the establishment. 
This donation will go to the Building Fund, and the gift will 
be particularly acceptable and timely, because the Committee 
recently offered to provide £250 towards the cost of erecting 
a much-needed wing to the building on condition that the 
bushmen and their friends raised a similar sum. As the 
institution is calculated to do much good, well-wisbers will 
be encouraged to support the enterprise cordially. It is 
regarded as certain that the accommodation which the Club 
can at present afTord will be insufQcieut for the number of 
Yisitors to the city, who, after shearing is over, will, it may 
reasonably be presumed, desire to benefit by the advantages 
of the Home. Under these circumstances, it seems absolutely 
necessary that no time should be lost in providing the 
required funds, so that the needed additions may be erected 
some time before the end of th6 year. There is ample cause 
already for congratulating the supporters of the Club upon 
its success. When more space is provided, however, and the 
Mutual Benefit Fund has been fully inaugurated, even greater 
prosperity may safely be expected. The place is now useful, 
commodious, and comfortable, but it will bo possible to- 
eitend the benefits conferrable when greater space is at the 
disposal of the officers. Honour is unquestionably due to- 
the promoters and warm supporters of the movenient for 
ameliorating the condition of bushmen. The anniversary of 
the Club is being looked forward to with interest, and pre- 
parations are already being made to celebrate it worthily. 
Some of the present and past inmates have suggested that as 
a great distance has to be travelled by many of the men who- 
attend, the proceedings, instead of being restricted to the 
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annual picnic and meeting, should be extended over a veek. 
Probably when the treasury is fuller and the institution has 
become Btronger, the Board mil coneJder these and other 
suggestions baring upon the fitting commemoration of the 
institution's atart. It was at a late meeting of the Bush 
Book Association decided to aat the Board of Management to 
take charge of this affair, and the Committee have accepted 
the responsibility, regardii^ this undertaking as properly a 
branch of the general work,- The dissemination on outlying 
■stations of wholesome literature must be considered as a most 
important project. We leam that the scheme forfoundit^a 
Bushmen's Benefit Society has advanced some stages, but is 
not yet matured. It is, however, receiving due consideration, 
and it ia supposed that apparent difficulties will vanish." 

From the Express: — 

" Our readers will probably remember that a generous 
wealthy friend of the bushmen lent the sum of .£500 (without 
interest) for twelve months for the advancement of the 
Bushmen's Club. It is with great pleasure that we now 
record the fact that the same gentleman has placed the same 
sum at the disposal of the Trustees for another year on the 
same understanding. The Hon. Superintendent also informs 
us that Mr. Price Maurice, through Mr. C. Sabine, has 
supplemented the subscriptions raised for the Club upon his 
runs by his employes to the q^nount of £53 10s., which sum 
is to go to the Building Fund, This timely gift erf Mr. 
Maurice is very acceptable, particularly as the Committee 
have but recently offered to provide £350 towards building a 
much-needed wing to the present premises, if the bushmen 
and their friends raise a like sum. As the institution is 
-calculated to do much good in the future, it is hoped that the 
friends of the movement will not be backward in raising the 
required amount. It is considered certain that there will 
not be sufficient room in the present premises (under present 
.circumstances) for the number of inmates that may teoBoa- 
ably be expected to avail themselves of the advantages of the 
Club at the latter part of the year, after shearing, so that 
there is no time to be lost if the proposed extension is to 
benefit the institution this year. We heartily oongratulate 
the bushmen and their good friends upon the snccesa of tlie 
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Club so &r ; and wo may safely venture to predict that when 
the new wing is added, and the mutual benefit fiind set in 
motion, this institution bids fair to become one of the moat 
useful, commodious, and comfortaUe establishments in the 
colony. All honour to the Messrs. Angna and other kind 
and generous friends who have so nobly come forward to 
mark out a new era for bushmen, by helping them, in this 
social manner, to help themBelvea. We hear that some of 
the men are already preparing for a grand gathering at their 
usual annual picnic and meeting. Some of them suggest 
that as this celebration takes place only once a year, and 
they have so far to travel, the holiday ought to last a week, 
but the desirableness for workmen who have to earn their 
living by the labour of their hands travelling long distances 
for the sake of a week's amusement is open to question. At 
a recent meeting of the Bush Book Association, it was re- 
solved to apply to the Board of Management of the Club to 
take this matter also into their hands, and work it (if practi- 
cable) in connection with the institution. This the Com- 
mittee have kindly consented to do, feeling that the develop- 
ment of this branch of usefulness rightly belongs to the 
Club ; therefore all communications (va future) upon this 
subject must be addressed to the Hon. Superintendent 
* William.' The scheme for the proposed Benefit Society has 
advanced a few stages, but more time is needed to mature 
the project, as it requires grave thought and consideration." 

The following note appeared in the Exprti^a notice to 
correspondents the same date ; — 

" SoBscBiBBR. — We have enquired into the matter referred 
to in your letter. The sum of £500 was voted for 1871 in 
the enlargement of the premises known as the Bushmen's 
Club, but there is no sulwidy towards its mcuntenance. The 
engagement of servants is very properly vested in the Hon. 
Superintendent, who is responsible to the Board of Manage- 
ment. If any cause of complaint exists, it should be referred 
to the Board. Some of the servants now in the Bvuihrnen's 
Club have been there a couple of years, and are highly 
spoken of by the Superintendent, although others have been 
dianged after only short periods of service. The Club is as ' 
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mach a private luBtitutioD as any other establishment (and 
there are many of them) to which a special rote of public 
money may have been granted, and an appeal to the Board 
of Managers is the proper course to lie pursued by any one 
having grounds of complaint," 

On August 6, 1872, it was decided to publish the History 
of the Club, and aa a preliminary step the following 
advertisement was inserted in the leading daily papers : — 

" It is contemplated to pubhah the History of the First 
Bushmen's Home in the colonies, provided a sufGcient num- 
ber of subscribers can be obtained. The work wiU contain 
about 300 closely -printed pages of higUy interesting infor- 
mation respecting the rise and progress of this useful insti- 
tntion. It will bo illustrated with views of the present 
premises aud design of future erections, with a preface by 
the compiler, a copy of last balance-sheet, and other 
miscellaneous matter appended. Orders to be sent in 
immediately for copies of the first edition to 'William,' Hon. 
Superintendent of Club, Adelaide. As the profits arising 
from tho sale of this work will be devoted to the interests of 
the Club, the prices will be as follows: — Stiff covers, 4s. 6d. ; 
Cloth, 5s. 6d. ; by post, 6d. added. 

" A list of subscribers will be published with the work." 
The Advertiser commented thereon thus : — 
" We have pleasure in drawing attention to an advertise- 
ment elsewhere, announcing that a ' History of the Adelwde 
Bushmen's Home'— the first Boshmen's Home in the colonies 
— will shortly be printed, if sufficient encouragement is given 
by the public It is proposed to devote the proceeds to the 
building fund of the Home. Doubtless many bushmen and 
others of the general public will be glad to subscribe to a 
work containing the history of an institution whieh has 
proved so very successful as the Bushmen's Home in this 
city. Full particulars respecting the book are given ia the 
advertisement. We learn that the Committee of the Bushmen's 
Home have decided to add an eastern wing to the present 
building forthwith. This extra accommodation is required, 
and it is intended to carry it out at once in order to have it 
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ready for the use of the men after shearii^. The proposed 
additions comprise a dining-hall and smoliiiig'-room." 

The following is from the Register : — 

" The BnsHMEK's Home, — In Tuesday's Regkter it waa 
notified that ' William,' the Honorary Superintendent of the 
Bushmen's Club, Whit more-square, intends compiling EUid 
publishing a volume of 300 pages, giving a complete history 
of this, the first such Home established in the Australias. 
The work is to contain interesting information regarding the 
rise and progress of the movement that so auspiciously 
resulted in the successful establishment of the present 
institution, and the interest will bo heightened by views 
being presented of the premises now occupied, with the pro- 
jected additions. Financial and statiatioE^ details will form a 
part of the production. In our business columns, ae already 
mentioned, the intended publication has been described ; but 
we may remark that in all probability many bushmen will 
be glad to possess such a record as the aslf-denying worker 
may be expected to send from the printing press. With his 
BBiial liberality, ' William' intends giving, in addition to hia 
own labour, any pecuniary proceeds of the venture for the 
benefit of the establishment which has occupied so much of 
his time and energy. The class whose interests have been 
unselfishly promoted owe him a debt of gratitude, which it 
may reasonably be presumed they will not be alow to 
acknowledge in a way that will gratify the Superintendent, 
to wit, by immediately ordering a largo number of aubscrip- 
tiou copies of his forthcoming boot." 

It being suggested to the Superintendent that some friends 
would assist the work forward by advertising therein, the 
following notice was issued Auguat 8, 1872 : — 
" HiSTOBT OP THE Bcshmbn's CLrB, 

" Special notice to tradesmen, &&, desirous of advertisiDg 
among bush people and others. 

" Any person forwarding (immediately) to 'William,' Hon. 
Superintendent (21s.) one guinea, will be entitled to a copy 
of the work (when printed), and two inches space for an 
approved advertisement in the firat edition. 
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On the 23nd August & friend m disgnlBe undertook to 
enlighten the City counoillors as to the Bt&te of the roads, 
&o., about the Club premises by sending ^e following letter 
to ijie Begiiter : — 

" TO THB BDFTOB. 

"Sir — As a citizen I Tenturo to ask whether the ooon- 
cillors for Grey Ward know of the existence of the Bush- 
men's Club. Are they aware tbat^or a praiseworthy 
purpose an outlay of about .£2,000 has already been made ; 
that a further sum of £500 ia about to be expended in 
erections ; aud that up to the present moment the place is 
ahnost unapproachable ) Do they know that the reserve in 
front of the main buildings is made a mud-heap, aud that busb- 
men approaching the institution at night are in danger of being 
smothered ? I think that the Club is degerving of more 
generous treatment, aud hope that the couucillors for Grey 
Ward will confer with each other as to what should be dona 
This neglect has an appearance that should be immediately 
remedied. 

" I am, Sir, &c, 

" CmzBH." 

On August 13, 1872, a joint meeting of Trustees and 
Board of Mau^ement was held at Mr. Cumming's (architect) 
office, to decide on tender for building the eastern wing; 
Present — Messrs. C. B. Young, H. Giles, and W. K, Thomaa, 
representing the Trustees. 

"William" reported that, agreeably to the suggestioQ 
thrown out at the last meeting, be had called on Mr. J. H. 
Angas for counsel aud advice respecting the raising of the 
£250, to enable the Boturd to proceed with the new addition. 
That gentleman kindly consented to lend the sum (£260) for 
building, without interest, for twelve months, on a joint 
promissory-note of tbe Trustees and Board of Management 
whenever the money was wanted. This gracious act of Mr. 
J. H. Angas enabling the Committee to commence the work, 
it was a^eed that Mr. Parr's tender be accepted for XSiO, 
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and that tlie matter of drainage be left to Mr. Ctumuing. 
And the firet atone of the new eaatem wing waB laid (with- 
out ceremony) on Augoat 26, 1872. 

The Superintendent reported aleo that he had received a, 
note from Mr. J. H. Angaa, stating that hie father was willing 
to give the ^£500 due to him to the Club next July, provided 
a like sum was raised by the friends of the institution by that- 
date next year, 1873. That considerable work had been done 
during paat month in pulling down old building, electing 
away rubbish, and preparing for masons, &o. That Mr. H. 
A. Short called during the month and presented the Club- 
witb a copy of the Auatralaaian for one year. 

The following are the Press conunents on the movements. 
lately made, Sco. : — 

From the Evening Journal, August 30, 1872 — 

" The great importance of the pastoral Interests of South 
Australia and their close connection with the welfare of the 
colony are subjects which all can appreciate. While sensible 
of the extent to which the success and value of our pastoral 
pursuits have arisen Irom the intelligence, energy, and enter- 
prise of the squatters, it would he unfair not to take inti} 
account the important part bushmeu have played in the 
growth of that branch of industry into a source of national 
advantage. They have supplied the labour, without which 
the capital and enterprise of the squatter would have been of 
little avail. Although the present system of managing runs 
leads to less manual help being required than was formerly 
the case, still there are some thousands of men employed in 
the colony in the various necessary departments of station- 
work. 

" Any movement to promote the welfare of tbo hushman 
should therefore have the sympathy and co-operation of the 
public. It is on this account that we have given consider- 
able prominence in our columns to the affairs of the Bush- 
meo's Club. We are espeeiaUy glad that from the commence- 
ment of that valuable institution we have had to record its 
uaiaterrupted progress and prosperity. The Club has fully 
answered the expectations of the promoters in affording a home 
to bnshmen visiting town. Hundreds have been glad t» 
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avail themselves of ita comfortable accommodatioa, and bo 
escape the temptations attending lodging at public-housea, 
or more questionable places. The Savings Bank connected 
with the Club haa also been extensively used. The general 
agency the Home has afforded for transacting all kinds of 
buahmen'a business haa been valued to an equal extent Some 
Idea of the appreciation in which the Club ia held will be 
gained from the fact that since ita formation aeven hundred 
and sixty-four mambers have been enrolled. Of these about 
four hundred remain good on the books. An eatimate can 
also be formed of the large extent to which deposita of savings 
have taken place when it is stated that during the same time 
the Hon. Superintendent has repaid the men fully £10,000. 

" The institution haa been hberally helped by several 
frienda, who from the first have never flagged in their 
interest and assistance. We have pleasure in calling atten- 
tion to a very liberal offer recently made to the Trusteea by 
Mr. C F. Angaa, proofs of whose genoroaity the colony ia 
constantly witnesaing. To enable the Truatees to purchase 
the freehold which is now used for Club purposes, Mr. Angas 
kindly lent the sum of £500 free of interest. Last month 
the loan was renewed for another year upon the same terras. 
But Mr, Angaa now offers to give the Club that amount, 
oouditionally upon other friends of the inatitution con- 
tributing a similar sum. Immediately on £500 being raised 
the promissoiy-note now held from the Trustees will be givea 
Ittuik to them. We earnestly hope that it is only necessary 
for this liberal offer to be made public for the needful sura 
to be raised which will secure the carrying out of Mr. Angaa'a 
offer. The help will come very opportunely. The accommo- 
dation afforded in the present buildings, notwithstanding the 
recent additions, haa become loo limited to meet the growing 
wants of the Club. It has therefore been decided to build 
another wing similar to that erected laat year. Already the 
walla are rapidly going up, and the addition when finiabed 
will provide a largo dining-room and an adjoining smoking- 
room. The partition dividing these chambers will be 
removable, so as to give the estra advantage of a large roomi, 
available at auy time for social gatherings. 

" We strongly \uge upon squatters and all who are 



•ougl 



THE BCSaiiaK'S CLUB. 337 

intorested in the Club the desirablendss of &a effort being at 
once made to secure the gift we have referred to. The life 
of a buBhman is one of considerable monotony and solitude. 
It is no wonder that the temptations of public-house life, to 
which in the past their holidays inevitably eiposod them, 
have been extensively yielded to. The Homo provides a 
beneficial check to the social excesses by which as a class 
they have been too much characterised. Already has its 
influence for good been widely exercised. The addition to 
its funds which this gift will make will place the institution 
in a most healthy financial position. The sum required to 
be raised ts not a large one. A slight eiercise of generosity 
<m the part of those of our%ealthy colonists who are more 
or less directly interested in pastoral pursuits will at once 
meet the case. We therefore hope that the Honorary Super- 
intendent will soon be able to announce that the necessary 
^00 has been subscribed, and that the Club will con- 
sequently receive the benefit of Mr. Augaa's liberality." 

From the Advertiser, August 30, 1872— 

" This very excellent institution has been so much 
appreciated that it is again found necessary to enlarge it, and 
with a view to doing that ah appeal is now being made, not 
simply to those directly interested — the bushmen^ — but also 
to their employers, and to the public generally, who are 
asked to assist in rendering an inatitutiou that has proved 
itself such an advantage in the past, a still greater source of 
good. We understand that Mr. G. F. Acgas, J.P., with 
characteristic liberality, has renewed for the second year a 
loan of £500 free of interest ; and Mr. Angas is prepared to 
do still more. He offers, conditionally upon a like amount 
lieing raised, to make the Trustees a present of the loan ; 
and it is to take advantage of this very generous offer that 
the present appeal is being made. We may point out that 
the institution is not solely a boon to the bushmen, but it ia 
also an advantage to the proprietors of runs, and to the 
commercial public of Adelaide, amongst the latter of whom 
a considerable sura of money is annutdly spent." 

The following short notices taken from the Evening Journal, 
September 3, 1S72, respecting the formation and progress of 



Bushmen's Homes in the sister ooIonieB, vill, witEoat doubt, 

be read with great int«rest :— 

" The Sydney Bubhhbs's Home. — A public meeting was 
lately held in furtherance of the project of establishing a 
Bushnien's Home for New South Walea. Captain Scott, 
Police Magistrate, presided. Captain Evans, the Treasurer, 
reported that he had received £121 9a. lOd., which sum stood 
in the books of the Savings Bank, besides promised coa- 
tribotions. He had no doubt that another £100 would 
without difficulty be collected. It was resolved, ou tho 
motion of Mr. Meares, seconded by Captain Evans, that 
under these favourable circumetances it is expedient that a 
Bushmen's Home shoidd be at once commenced. A Snb- 
Committee was then appointed, consisting of Capttuu Scott, 
Chairman j Captain Evans, Treasurer ; Mr. J. W. Smar% 
Secretary ; Mr.,W. D, Meares and Mr. Lavers, to select pro- 
mises suitable, purchase fiu^iture and other requisites, and 
report to the General Committee. The Chairman was 
authorised to request the Governor to become patron." 

" BiTsnHEN's Housa. — Tho example sot by AdoMde in 
successfully founding the first public Home for bushmeu in 
Australasia is now being worthily followed by Victoria and 
Now South Wales. The latest example of this in the 
adjoining province is the projected erection at Hamilton, ia 
the Western District, of a two-storey brick structure, with 
accommodation for about thirty, or even at times forty, 
inmates, irrespective of the Superintendent and his family. 
The ground floor will contain sitting and bed-rooms for the 
Manager, large dining-room and kitchen, the whole of the 
upper floor being the dormitory. The cost ia expected to be 
about £500." 

In consequence of the severe Ulness of the Hon. Superin- 
tendent, the next meeting of the Board of Managomont for 
general business was not held until November 4, 1873. 
Present — Messrs. H. Giles (chair) and C. B. Young. 

Vouchers called over and found correct. 

Total receipts for the past two months, £137 1^ 

Total number of tickets iaaued to date, 838. 



It was resolTod by the Board that the annual general 
nuetiug be held December 20, 1872, and the fallowing 
advertisement was published : — 

"NonOB TO BnSHMEN. 

" The annual gener^ meeting of the Club will be held 
(d.t.) at the Club-house on Friday, 20th December, 1872, 
at 7 p.m., for general business. Persons holding proxies 
(intended to have effect) are requested to send them to 
' WiUiani,' Hon. Superintendent, before that date. Further 
particulars hereafter. 

" By order of Board of Management, 
"'William,' 
" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Club." 

On the 3rd December the neit meeting of the Board took 
i^ace. There were present — Messrs. C. B. Young (chair) and 
B. Giles, when the usual monthly bnsiaesB was transacted. 

Total receipts for November were jE127 16b. 

Total number of tickets issued, 866. 

The greatest number of boarders ever attained at the Club 
was reached during this month — 52. 

The Superintendent reported that he y/ea compelled to 
take possession of the new dining hall in consequence of so 
many boarders coming in. That he had provided twelve 
more beds, furniture, &c., and placed them in the late dining- 
room, which makes a nice light airy bed-room. That it 
would be necessary for him to give notice of the annual 
picnic and formal opening of the dining hall. That J. H. 
Angas, Esq., M.P., had kindly promised £10 towards the 
picnic. That the Club accounts would, with the Board's 
permission, bo closed as luual on the 9th December, and the 
report and balance-sheet made out ; and that a special 
meeting of the Board be called during the month to examine 
and pass same, also to make final preparations for annual 
general meeting to be held on the 20th tnst. 

To inform absent members and friends of the different 
movementB on foot at this season, it vraa thought necessaty 
to insert the following advertisement ; — 

'« s- 
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"ImFOBTANT NoTIOB to BtrSHNKIf, 
"BPSHMEN'B PICKIO. 

" On the day of the anDual general meeting, to be held on 
Friday, December 20, 1872, a trip to Henlej Beach and 
supper on return home, have been decided upon. The party 
will leave the Club Home, Whitmore-Bquare, at 8.4S a.m. 
pnnctually. 

" Provisions, muBic, and amueements will be provided. 

" Bushmen (who are not inmates of the Club) and frienda 
of members, who wish to join the party, are respectfully 
invited, and will please send their names, or apply to the 
Hon. Superintendent, on or before the 19th instant, for afreo 
pass for that purpose. 

" There will be no charge. 

" On the return of the excurBioniata, about 6 p.m., J. H. 
Angas, Esq., M.P., will formally open the new dining hall, 
and baa again kindly consented to preside (after supper) at 
the annual meeting. The day's recreation will terminal* 
with a philharmonic concert, commencing about 8 p.m. 

" 'WlLUAH,' 

" Hon. Superintendent Bushmen's Clulx 
"Adelaide, December 5, 1872. 

"Now, buahmen, rally round your Clab, and make the 
enterttunment a great auccess." 

The following article bearing upon this subject appeared ia 
the Evening Journal of December 6, 1872 : — 

"The BuaHMEii's CLua — We understand that the new 
dining hall in connection with the Bushmen's Club is to be 
formally opened on Friday, the 20th ioat. A request, signed 
by a large number of bushmen, has been forwarded to Mr- 
J. H. Angas, M.P., asking him to perform this duty, and we 
hear^that not only has he consented, but will preside at the 
annual meeting. An advertisement elsewhere gives full 
particulars of the day's proceedmga, and we see that the 
annual picnic is to take place at Henley Beach. Not onlj 
ore the members themselves expected to lead in the day's 
enjoyment, but their friends are invited, and each vrill be 
furnished with a free ticket on (^plying to the Superintot- 
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dent of the Club. By way of contributing towards the 
expenBee, Mr. Angaa h&B, with his accustomed liberality, pro- 
mised £10, and no doubt as a lai^e number of men are at 
the Club, the enjoyment of this festive day will surpass any- 
thing of the pafit ; music, a variety of amusements, and 
refreshments of the best kind being provided. We also hear 
that all the members of the Board of Management have con- 
Rented to serve ugain if re-elected. Messrs. H. Giles and C. 
B. Young, having generously kept at their post from the 
oommeocemeut of the Club, have made themselves well 
acquainted with Its working, and are, as well as the Trustees, 
deserving of the best thanks of all who feel an interest in 
this institution. The proceedings will terminate with a 
philharmonic concert." 

A special meeting of the Board was called for the 17th 
December, at which the report and balance-sheet was 
examined and passed for the annual meeting. 

On December 20, 1872, the following notices appeared in 
the evening papers ; — 

Eoeniny Journal — 

"The Eoshmen's Picnic. — On Friday, at about Q a.m. 
three lai^e omnibuses, filled with bushmen, started, accom- 
panied by a brass band, from the Club-house in Whitmoro- 
eqtiore, under a good display of bunting, their destination 
being the seashore at Henley Beach, where the bushmen and 
their friends have arranged to spend the day. On their way 
tbey drove past the Register and Observer offices, and there 
gave three hearty cheers for Mr. W. K. Thomas, one of the 
Trustees of the Club ; after which they proceeded on their 
journey, nothing daunted by a pelting shower which waa 
falling at the time. 'Ihe picnicers intend returning in time 
for this evening's proceedings at their institution." 

" Bushmen's Club.— The annual meeting of this useful 
institution will be held uudor the presidency of Mr. J. H. 
Angaa, M.P,, this evening. Arrangements have also been 
made for sn excursion to the sea beach during the day, and 
for a concert in the evening." 
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Exprttt and Teiegraph — 

" The bushmeu's picnic is being hdd to^ay at Heolej' 
Beach. Upwards of sixty buahmen and their frieods Htarted 
&om the Home about 9 o'clock in three coaches supplied by 
Hill, Mills, & Co. The leading one, containing the Conoordift 
Band and the banner bearing the inscription " United Biiab- 
mea's Club," was drawn by six horses. After proceeding 
along several streets, receiving as they passed the hearty 
cheers of the citizens, who turned oat en masse, they drew 
up at the Advertwer office, and gave three hearty cheers; and 
then drove on to the Register, where a similar compliment 
was paid. Having returned to the Home tu pick up any 
strf^lers, the party proceeded on their way with every 
intention to enjoy themselves, in spite of the threatamn({ 
Btate of the weather." 

The following reports of the day's transactions, clipped 
from the evening papers of December 21, 1872, will, as a 
wind-up to this compilation, be acceptable to tite general 
reader : — 

From the Evening Journal — 

"Tee EnsHMEN's CMja 
"thb picnic. 

" Friday, December 20, was a red-letter day to the bueb- 
men of South Australia at present staying in Adeliude. At 
about 9 a.m. three large and well-filled omnibuses, started, 
accompanied by the Concordia Brass Band, from, the dub- 
house in Whitmore-square, under a good display of h im rin g, 
their destination being the seashore at Glenelg, where the 
bushmen and their fnends spent the day. On their way 
they drove past tbe Register and Obterver offices, and there 
gave three hearty cheers for Mr. W. £. Thomas, one of tbe 
Trustees of the Club ; they visited the Advertiser office and 
gave cheers there also, after which they proceeded on their 
journey, nothing daunted by a pelting shower which wss 
falling at tbe time. At Olenelg a very pleasant day was 
spent in games of quoits, football, and oflier sports. A tent, 
which they took with them, was erected, and in this a good 
supply of refreshments was provided. The greatest harmony 
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licfevit^ed, and the men, necessarily having emnewhat kindred 

tastes, enjoyed to the fullest extent the company of each 
other. At about i p.m. they started on the return journey 
under the joyous strains of music, and arrived at the Club- 
houae at ^wut 5 o'clock. 

"OPBUINS OF THH DlNINa HALL. 

"The appearance of the Club and grounds preaenta a 
marked difference to that of last year, and is vaatly improved. 
A new wing is now added, and the garden has been laid out 
in beds, and shows signs of care and cultivation. The place 
was gaily decorated with flaga, internally as well as externally. 
It is pleasant to observe that careful proviBiou is made for 
the bushmao's true and often in his loneliness his only frienid 
— bis dog. Neat little houBea are erected, and kept remark- 
ably clean, and in them we noticed several canine tenaata. 

" On the return of the party from the sea-side, the opening 
of the new dining hall took place. The ceremony was per- 
formed by 

" Mr. J. H. Augas, M.P., who said that it afforded him 
much pleasure to meet them that afternoon, more par- 
tioularly as he understood they had had a very enjoyable day 
for the picnic. The object of assembling was to formally 
open that new wing to the building, which had been erected 
in consequence of ttie accommodation being insufficient for 
the number of men who had joined the institution. They 
had been obliged to build according to their resources — to 
cut the garment according to the cloth — and had tbey had 
sufficient funds they would have erected a new building 
entirely. They were, however, compelled to put it up by 
degrees, and they had built these two wings with a view of 
carrying out the design, a drawing of which was exhibited in 
the hbrary. He was pleased to find that the number of 
members had considerably increased, and he hoped it would 
continue to do so, in order that tbey might ultimately be 
able to complete the building, and erect the centre portion in 
accordance with the design. The building just completed 
formed the eastern wing of the general phm, and comprised 
a dining-room 40 by 25 feet, and a smoking-room 25 Ity IS 
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feet, Beparated by a movable partition, so that the whole 
could be thrown into one hall, when required, measuring 66 
hy 25 feet, and having a height of 18 feet. Ample provision 
was made for ventilation, both by the windows and the roof. 
When the friends of the inBtitiition were in a position to 
warrant the erection of the central building, it was intended 
to convert the east wing into a dormitory in the same manner 
oa the west wing, which was completed last year, and with 
which it correaponded in exterior. The style of the building 
was Italian, and was conatructed of hard bliiestone, with 
dressings of cement. The contract was taken at £540 by 
Mr. Farr, who carried out the work under the direction ef' 
Mr. James Gumming, as architect. He had examined the 
plans originally prepared, and he could assui'e them that the 
Trustees had made such alterations as to insure the beat 
arrangement for carrying out the design. He had seen the 
works several times while in course of construction, and he 
helieved them to be finished in a very satisfactory manner. 
The object they had in view was not only to provide a dining 
and smoking-room, but when the partition was removed it 
would form an excellent lecture hall and a room in which 
they could hold their periodical meetings, soirees, and enter- 
tainments. The settlers often had such meetings in tho- 
countiy, and he did not see why they should not enjoy 
similar social gatherings at their Club. Knowing that many 
among them were men of intelligence and well able to con- 
tribute to the enjoyment of their companions, he trusted that 
these periodical meetings would be held. There were no- 
men, he thought, who could not in some measure benefit 
their fellow-creatures ; and if they only made good use of 
the talents and opportunities with which Providence had 
blessed them, they could not fail to exert a beneficial 
influence upon those associated with them. The Club could 
not be considered a decided success until it was a self- 
supporting institution, and he hoped they would do what 
they could according to their several abilities to promote its 
well being. He then formally declared the hall open. 

" The company having given three cheers for Mr. Angaa 
sat down to dinner, an excellent spread having been pro- 
vided. 
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" THH ANNUAL MEETING 

iras afterwards held. There was a large attendance of bush- 
men and others. The President (Mr. J. H, Angas, M.P.) 
occupied the chair, and there were also present Messrs. J. M. 
Solomon, M.P., W. K. Thomas, J.P., K. L. Coward, and othar 
fUends of the institution. 

" The President said that this was, as they were aware, the 
third anniversary of the Bushmen's Club. As there vaa to 
be a concert at 8 o'clock the proceedings must necessarily be 
Tery brief, therefore he should not trouble them with many 
remarks. If it had not been iit&t they were straitened for 
time he should have indulged in a few remarks to them aa 
bushmen, but he trusted that he should have another oppor- 
tunity of doing so. There were several gentlemen who bad 
received invitations. He had recei^'ed a letter from Mr. 
Jamea Smith regretting his inability to be present as he was 
unwell, but he sent his thanks for the invitation, hoped they 
might have a good gathering, aud that the institution would 
meet with continued and increased success. Uc also had a 
letter from Mr. David Fowler, who would have been glad 
to have attended, had not circumstances prevented. The 
principal matters mentioned in the programme were the 
report of the proceedings during the last year and the 
financial statement. He would now call upon ' William,' the 
Superintendent, to read the report, which would give them 
full information as to what had been done. 

" The Superintendent then read the report of the Board of 
Uanagement for the year ending 9th December, 1872, as 
follows:— 

" Mr. Chairman and Members of the Bushmen's Club — 
Your Board of Management are highly gratified on this 
occasion to meet you, and render an account of their trans- 
nctious during the third year of the establishment of this 
increasingly-popular institution, and take this opportunity 
first of all to acknowledge the goodness of Almighty God in 
prospering the work, for without His favour nothing good, 
strong, or durable is accomplished. Secondly, to congratulate 
you, Mr. Chainnon, the members, and all the friends of bush- 
men, not only on account of the Club's continuance, but its 
■teadily-growing usefulness to the class of men it is more 
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especiaUy intended to benefit, aa the following particulars 
Till ehow. 

" It will be necessary, to get ti clear idea of the work done 
in the past twelvemonth, to draw a slight ekctch of trana- 
aotions dtu-ing the first and second yewrs of the Club's 



"You will probably remember that in the beginning of 
1870 the present premises were rented from Mr. Jaa. Hos- 
ting, for £110 per annum, and that it was Etrongly recom- 
mended by the Board (at the first annual meeting) that 
measures should he taken to secure the freehold to save that 
£110. In 1871 negotiations were opened with Mr. Hosking, 
which resulted in the purchase of sufBcient laud and buildings 
for present purposes for the sum of £1,000 cash down on % 
given day. It will also be remembered that George Fife 
Angas, Esq., caine to the fore, and (as the Committee bad 
not so large a sum available) lent £500 without interest for 
twelve months ; that to this timely generous act on the part 
of Mr. Angas, sou., the Lberal donations of our worthy 
Chairman, and the subaeriptions of the bushmen themselves, 
together with the efficient services of tlie Hon. Superinten- 
dent ' William,' must bo attributed the accurity and present 
favourable condition of the Club. It will be remembered 
that, on account of more sleeping accommodation being 
required, it was resolved to add a new wing to the building, 
and on the 23rd September, 1871, the foundation-stone of & 
dormitory was formally laid by D. Murray, Esq., M.P, The 
building was finished and opened for use on the 14th Novem- 
ber following. 

" It was suggested by the Board at last aamual meeting 
that a large dining-room would soon be needed to meet Uie 
pressing need for space. Shortly after this it was proposed 
by Mr. Angas to draw up a petition to Parliament. This 
was prepared by C. B. Young, Esq., and duly presented by 
Messrs. D. Murray and L, Clyde, asking for a supplementary 
grant of £500, which sum was placed on the Estimates for 
1872. The same gentleman also recommended that a frontage 
on Gilbei-t-street be secured to the Club- 

"Your Board are now in a position to state that the 
Government grant of £500 was duly received, but c<m- 
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diUonallf : — 1st. That a like sum of ^00 be nused by 
private subscriptions. Snd. That, in the event of the uuder- 
taking proving a fiu'lure, the money borrowed from Her 
Majesty's Government be returned. 

" To meet the first requirement the bulk of the Bubscrip- 
tiona were aoon raised, the following gentlemen generoudy 
pving each the handsome sum of £100: — Messrs. G. F. 
Angas, J. H, Angaa, T. Elder, and Captain W. W. Hughes j 
the balance was made up by the buahmeo and their friends. 

"A frontage on Gilbert-street (before alluded to) of 148 
feet was secured to the Club in February last for the sum of 
^233. Messrs. J. H. Angas, Hon. Thoa. Elder, and D. 
Murray undertook the responsibility in this case, there being 
no funds to spare ; and these gentlemen, together with 
Messrs. Anstey & Giles, W. Duffield, and H. B. Hughes, 
■eventually made it a present to the Club. 

"On the 13th July last notice was received from Mr. 
Angas, sen., stating that in accordance with the request of 
the Trustees he had agreed to allow the promissory-note for 
iEfiOO that day due to stand over for another year — again 
without interest. But the kindness of Mr. Angaa was not 
to rest here ; he did more than that, for on the 28th August 
last the Hon. Superintendent received a note from our 
respected Chairman, stating that on £500 being raised by 
sutecriptiona for the Building Fund of the Club, his father 
would give back to the Trustees the prom iasory -note due to 
him in July, 1873. In consequence of this a fund has been 
opened, colled the Angaa Contingent Fund, and it ia now 
ui^ed upon the bushmen and the friends of the bushmen to 
make a strong effort to obtain this noble gift of Mr, Angas'a. 

" Again, it has recently been found necessary to increase 
the accommodation by the addition of a second wing to the 
building, which will coat between £500 and £600, and oa 
the 2nd July your Board offered to provide £250 out of the 
current funds if the other part was raised by the friends of 
the institution. As the matter was very pressing and it was 
considored desirable that the building should be ready for use 
after shearing time, application was made to Mr. J. H. Angaa 
again, who considerately offered to advance £250, without 
interest, for one year, to meet the wishes of the Board, and 
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by his 80 doiDg it enabled the Board to commence building 
at once, and the fine diuing-hall we are now assembled in ia 
the result of that act of kindness. 

" A policy of insurance has been executed on the building 
for the sum of £800, another on the furniture and fittings 
for X300. Last meeting it was reported that accommodation 
was provided for forty-sevea persons ; we can now state that 
the Home is prepared to receive sixty persons without over- 
crowding, the lai^e' room lately used for dining purposes 
having been converted into a dormitory containing twelve 

'' There have been 234 tickets of membership issued during 
the past year. The total number reported last meeting was 
640 ; these added together make a t»tal of 876 tickets issued 
since the opening of the Club in May, 1870. There are now 
271 good on the list, and though there is a falling off in the 
number of members there is a considerable increase in the 
number of boarders. This decrease of members is attributed 
to various causes. A great number of bushmen have left 
the colony; many fail to renew their tickets for want of 
opportunity; prejudice, marriages, and deaths have their 
influence also. It appears that there has been so much said 
pro and con. about the institution that the men disregard 
anything that may now be urged, and content themselves 
by paying the Clnb a visit and trying it for themselves. 

" Very little business has been done in the labour depart- 
ment. This ia to bo accounted for by the facts that none 
but bush labour is obtained at the Club Office, and the 
vacancies ou the runs being generally filled by persons seek- 
ing employment in the country. 

" The suggestion of Captain Hart respecting a free general 
labour oQice for the whole of the colony, similar to the Ship- 
ping-Master's Office in the Seamen's Homes, to be opened and 
worked in connection with this establishment, has not been 
carried out, your Board being of opinion that the institution 
has not yet sufficiently advanced to undertake the work. 

"The Club Post-Office has been kept pretty busy during 
the year, and has greatly benefited the bush people. Avery 
laige number of letters, papers, book-parcels, &o,, have been 
passed on to their destination. 
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"The library has slowly but steadily increased to 227 
voltimes. There have been some periodicals and files of" 
papers added. We gladly return thanks to Messrs. Storrie 
for their valuable gift of ' Chambers's Journal' complete for 
ten years ; also for a gift of four lai'ge volumes of ' Cham- 
bers's Explanatory Dictiouary,' valued at 30 guineas, pre- 
sented by Mr. Finniaa ; to Mr. H. A. Short and other kind 
and considemte friends, for papers, periodicals, &c. They 
afford much inttsreat and instruction to bushmeu — a claso- 
proverbial for reading. 

" The number of weekly boarders admitted during the' 
year was 580 ; casual, about 630 ; travelling bushmen 
relieved, 69 ; showing an increase on last year's report of 
317 weekly boarders, 120 casual boarders, 3i travellers, &c,^ 
relieved. The highest number of inmates at one time in the 
institution, 52 ; last year's report gives 33. 

" In the savings department tliere have been large sums in 
cash received and paid back ia instalments, and a number of 
cheques, drafts. Savings Bank pass-books, &c., have been left 
in the Superintendent's custody. It should be observed 
here that the moneys deposited for safe keeping are liable to 
withdrawal at any time. The Club derives no pro6t from 
the transaction, but confers gi'eat benefit on the bushmen by 
securing their means for them and by paying it back in sm^ 
sums as required. 

" There are also the chests, swags, bags, parcels of clothing, 
&c., of over eighty different bushmen left in store, while the 
owners of same are away in the country at their work. 
These facts \indonbtedly prove the need, usefulness, and 
increasing popularity of the institution among the men. 

" A workable scheme for a Benefit Fund has not yet been 
found, though it is not lost sight of, and it ia considered at 
present prudent not to risk the character or integrity of the 
Club on any mere speculation. Should any practicable plan 
be forthcoming it will be adopted by your Board, Tlie same 
rules which guide other Friendly Societies are impracticable 
for buahmen generally. 

" There have lieen four cases of death in the Hospital of 
men belonging to the Club during the past year, and the 
sum of £8 48. with a silver watch was handed over to the 
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Curator of Intestate Eatataa, and a proper receipt obtained 
for the aame. 

" Several tickets have been given away for medical attend- 
ance, supplied chiefly through the Jf essra. Angas. In a short 
time arrangements may be made to supply the great want of 
medical attendance for sick bushmen in town from the Club 
itself. 

"On this occasion it is onr pleasant duty to recognise the 
services of all those who in any way contributed so liberally, 
and were instrumental under God in establishing this useful 
institution. The efforts put forth have not failed t* elicit 
praises and to stir up the energies of the friends of bushmen 
in all the principal sister colonies. It must he very gratify- 
ing to them all to find that their labours have been appre- 
ciated in the right way. It is further hoped that tbe 
bushmen and the friends of the institution will not relax 
their efforts, and will endeavour to make the Club not only 
useful, but permanent and self-supporting — bearing in mind 
that there yet remain many useful and important branches 
to shoot forth. 

" In drawing this report to a close we desire to bear 
testimony to the invaluable services rendered to this insti- 
tution by the Editors of the Register, Adverther, and Press 
generally. 

" In conclusion, it may be remarked that the promised 
history of this, the first Bushmen's Club in the colonies 
(compiled by ' William'), is now in the press, and will (d.v.) 
be published some time in the beginning of the coming year; 
and as the profits arising therefrom are to be devoted to the 
benefit of the institution, a very large circulation ia antici- 
pated." 

" The financial statement was read, and showed : — ^Assets — 
Land and premises, £3,022 9b. 3d. ; furniture and fittings, 
£499 is. 6d.; cash in hand at date, £a\ lOs. 3d.— total 
assets, £2,573 4s. Liabilities — Loan due to Mr. 0. F. Angas, 
X500 ; overdraft at Bank of Australasia at date, £147 12s. 
6d. — total liabilities, £647 12s. fid, Escess of assets over 
liabilities, £1,925 lis. fid. In reference to Mr. Angas's loao 
of £500, it was stated that it was lent without interest, and 
on the understanding that if an equal amount should be 
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raised by Ju^ 5, 1873, it should form part of the estate of 
the Club. 

" Mr. B. L. Coward moved — ' That the very satisfactory- 
report and financial statement now read be adopted and 
published for the information of absent members and friends ; 
&ud that the measure of success which has attended this 
establishment demands from this meeting an expression of 
devout thanks to God, and lays a greater obligation upon all 
concerned in its prosperity.' 

" Mr. J. M. Solomon, M.P., seconded in an able speech, and 
the motion was carried. 

" Mr. James Joyce moved, and Mr. Chsirles Lewis seconded, 
and it was resolved — " That the thanks of the hushmen 
generally, and of the members of the Club particularly, ara 
hereby tendered to the Trustees — Messrs. J. H. Angas, D. 
Murray, and W. K, Thomas ; to the Board of Management 
— Messrs. S, Davenport, H. Giles, and C. B, Young; to 
Messrs. O. F, Angas, J. H. Angas, Hon, T. Elder, Captain 
W. W. Hughes, Messrs. H. B. Hughes, D. & W. Murray, and 
other kind and considerate friends, for their practical sym- 
pathy and support ; and that the following gentlemen now 
nominated — Messrs. H. Giles, C. B. Young, and R. A. Tarlton 
— ^be appointed as a Board of Management for the ensuing 
year.' 

" Thanks to theChairman and the Honorary Superintendent 
«loaed the meeting. 

"THE CONOBBT. 

" It must have been with feelings akin to those of triumph 
that ' William' and the other zealous friends of the insti- 
tution saw how liberally patronised their efforts were by the 
public in that department of their labours in which the public 
might be expected to participate. Before the business 
meeting was fairly closed, ladies and gentlemen began to 
assemble in the large dining hall in anticipation of the ,even- 
ing's concert. Before it commenced the room was full, and 
a little later it bectune quite crowded, several of the elite 
graciously adding their welcome presence to the entertain- 
ment. Great praise la due to the ladies and gentlemen who 
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'so nnosteatatioasly and benSTolentlj gare their aerrices as 
performers ; and we are sure that they felt amply rewarded 
when at the close of the evening sixty powerful lungs 
■vigorously testified to the appreciation aa many hardy buab- 
meu had of the efforts which had been so sncce^sfully made to 
onterttun them. 

"Mr. J, H. Angaa, with a few appropriate obeerrations, 
introduced t!ie performers. After an overture had been well 
played by Herr Ivison, Mr. J. C. Hawker sang 'The Englieh- 
tnan,' and as ho sang, the tonoa struck familiarly on the ear 
of one of the sous of the bush, who, taking up the refrain 
from the middle of the room, where ho was sitting, astonished 
the crowded assembly by joining lustily in the song. Herr 
Fischer then sang ' The Death of Nelson' in a key about a 
third lower than tliat in which Brabam has written it with 
excellent espression, and elicited warm applause, aa indeed 
did all the performers. Mrs. Proctor sang ' The Last Rose 
of Summer,' Miss Vaughau sang ' The Dashing White 
Sergeant,' Dr. R. Peel sang ' Molly Bawn,' Mr. Burrell sang 
' When other Lips,' Mr, Jagoe sang the ' Friar of Orders 
Grey,' Mr. Bell sang in several dnets and part songs, and 
Mr. Oughton took the bass in tno unaccompanied quartettes. 
Messrs. Watson and Peacock sang in character two comic 
songs — ' Married to a Mermaid' and ' The Cork Leg* 
respectively. Several other duets made up a capit^ 
programme, which it is no flattery to say was gone through 
exceedingly well from beginning to end. If we were called 
upon to particularize we should mention as being highly 
entertaining the duet between Mrs. Proctor and Dr. Pad 
called ' The Lovers' Quarrel.' It is a little musical drama 
in itself, and it was certainly very cleverly performed, and 
met with an encore. The recitation ' Monsieur Tonson' is 
famUiar to everybody ; but we think that no one who beard 
it recited at the Bushmen's Club on Friday evening by Mr. 
Fred. Whitington ever heard it better delivered. The enter- 
tainment was a great treat, and such as bushmea rarely 
have the opportunity of enjoying. 

" The National Anthem was then snug, and Mr. Solomon, 
M.P., called for three cheers for the Chairinan, which were 
immediately given. The company then dinpersed." 
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!EVom the Expreu and Telegraph — 

" The Bubhuen's Club, 
"anniversart celebkatiom. 

" The members of the Bushmen's Club, Whitmore-aquare^ 
celebrated their third anniversiit7 on Friday, December 20, 
by a picnic ou the Gleneig Beach. Upwards of sixty biiah- 
men and their friends Btartcd from the Home about 9 o'clock 
in three coaches supplied by John Hill & Co. The leading 
one, containing the Concordia Band and the banner bearing 
the inscription " United Bushmen's Club," was drawn by six 
horses. After proceeding along several streets, receiving as 
tbey passed the hearty cheers of the citizens, who turned out 
en masse, they drew up at the Advertiser office, and gave 
three hearty cheers ; and then drove on to the RegisUTf 
where a similar compliment was paid. Having returned to 
the Home to pick up any stragglers, the party proceeded on 
their way with every intention to enjoy themselves, in spite 
of the threatening state of the weather. Arrived , at the 
scene of the day's festivities a variety of games, comprising 
cricket, football, quoits, &c., were indulged in, and the 
weather having cleared up, and being delightfully fine, 
thorough enjoyment and harmony characterised tlie pro- 
ceedings. About 5 o'clock the party returned to the Club^ 
where the men assembled in the newly-erected eastern wing 
of the premises. 

" OPENING UF DINING HALL. 

"Mr. J. H. Angas, M. P., addressing the men, said it afforded 
him much pleasure to meet them that afternoon, more 
particularly as he understood they had had a very enjoyabl© 
day at the picnic. The object of assembling them was to- 
formally open that new wing to the building, which had been 
erected in consequence of the accommodation being in- 
Bufficient for the number of men who had joined the insti- 
tution. Tliey had been obliged to build according to their 
resources — to cut their garment according to their cloth ; 
but had they had sufBcient fimds, they would like to have 
erected a new building entirely. They were, however, com- 
pelled to put it up by degrees, and they had built the two 
wings with a view to carrying out the design exhibited in the- 
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library. He waa pleased to find the number of members had 
■ooDBiderably increased, and he hoped it would continue to do 
so iu order that they might ultimately be able to complete 
the building, and erect the centre portion in accordance with 
the design. He then mentioned that the building just comr 
pleted formed the eastern wing of the general plan, and 
-comprised a dining-room 40 x 25, and a smoking-room 25 x 
16, which were separated by a movable partition, eo that the 
whole could be throwu into one hall when required, me'astir- 
ing 56 X 25 feot, and having a height of 18 feet. Ample 
provision was made for ventilation, both by the windows and 
the roof. When the funds of the institution were in a 
position to warrant the erection of the central building it was 
intended to convert the eastern wing into a dormitoiy in the 
same manner aB the western wing which was erected last 
jear, and with which it corresponded in its exterior. The 
style of the building was Italian, and was carried out in hard 
bluestoue with dressings of cement. The contract was taken 
&t £540 by Mr. C. Farr, who had executed the work under 
the direction of the architect (Mr. James Gumming). He 
had examined the ,*lana, and he could assure them the Trua- 
teea had made the beat arrangements for carrying out the 
detail. He had seen the works several times during their 
construction, and he believed them to be completed in a 
-satisfactory manner. The object they had in view was not 
only to provide a dining and a smoking-room, but when the 
partition was removed it would form an excellent lecture- 
room, in which they could hold periodical meetings, readings, 
-and entertainments. The settlers often had thrae meetings 
when in the countiy, and he did not see why they should not 
bold such social gatherings at their club. Knowing that many 
among them were men of intelligence and well able to con- 
tribute to the enjoyment of their companions, he trusted 
these periodical meetings would be inaugurated. There 
were no men he thought who could not in some measure 
benefit their fellows, and if they only made a proper use of 
the talents and opportunities with which Providence had 
blessed them, they could not fail to exert an infiuence for 
good upon those associated with them. He hoped they 
would do what they could, according to their sereral abihtio, 
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for the irelfare of the ioBtitutiou. He tlien ftamally ijeclareil 
the hall to be open. 

" Cheers haviug been given for Mr. Angtu, the oompany sat 
down to an excellent supper. 

"AHMtlAL KBETINO. 

" At 7 o'clock the annual meeting of the members was held 
in the large hall opened that evening. The whole of the 
bushmeu resident in the Club were present, and took a deep 
interest in the proceedings. Mr. J. H. Angas, M.P., pre- 
sided. In opening the meeting, he remarked that that weia 
the third anniversary of the Bushmen's Club. As, however, 
thoro was to be a concert at 8 o'clock, and the proceedings 
must bo brief, he should not trouble them with many 
remarks, although he should like to have indulged in a few 
words regarding the bushmen and their interests, but he 
trusted he should have another opportunity of addressing 
them. There were several gentlemen who had received 
invitations to be present that evening, but ho regretted to 
say some of them were unable to attend. Mr. James Smith 
had sent a note regretting his inability to be present, ei- 
pressing his thanks to the bushmen for their kind invitation, 
and hoping they would have a successful gathering, that the 
institution might meet with continued and increased success. 
Mr. D. Fowler also wrote, regretting that he could not be 
there, and expressing his hearty sympathy with the insti- 
tution. The principal matter to be brought under their 
notice was the report and financial statement, which he 
would ask * William,' the Hon. Superintendent, to read. 

" ' WilUam' then read the report, as published in to-day's 
Adeertitar and Chronicle. 

" Mr. B. L. Coward moved — ' That the very satisfactory 
report and financial statement now read be adopted and 
published for the information of absent members and friends, 
and that the measure of success which has attended the 
establishment demands fVom this meeting an expression of 
devout thanks to God, and lays a greater obligation upon all 
concerned in its prosperity.' He B^d it was not expected of 
him to make many remarks, seeing that the time was so &r 
gone, and they were all in expectation of spending a pleasant 
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vrenitig. He could not, however, help saying a few words 

TeBpectiug the report, in the part referring to the prof and 
oont, which had been expressed in the bush with regard to 
the Club. Therefore, he had come down from the bush as & 
bushman — not as a shepherd or a Stockholder, but as a bush- 
man — to know what kind of au establishment the Bushmen's 
Club was ; and he could say with the Queen of Sheba, 'Not 
half has been told.' He was sure in no part of the colony 
was there such a place. He had taken up his abode for 
several days in the Club, and he had found in it everything 
a bushmau could desire. They ought to be proud in 
possessing such an institution ; and he trusted every one of 
them would endeavour to do all in his power to further ite 
BUGceas. (Applause). 

" The Chairman, in asking Mr. J. M. Solomon, M.P., t> 
second the resolution, remarked that that gentleman, when 
Mayor of thia city, was one of those who had taken a lively 
interest in inaugurating this movement, and he was pleased 
to welcome him in their midst. {Cheers.) 

" Mr, Solomon, in seconding the resolution, said the Chjur- 
inan had been pleased to refer to him as one of the first who 
had taken an active interest in the formation of the Bush- 
men's Ciub. He certainly did not anticipate that in threa 
years it would have made the rapid strides it had. They 
must not forget the indefatigai>le exertions of ' Williajn,' 
seconded by the princely gifts and labours of Mr. G. F. Angas 
and his son, the Chairman ; and there must be a pride that 
South Australia stood first in the efforts she had made in 
this matter, and that the other colonies, which were con- 
Mdered much more important, were following in her foot- 
steps. He need not remind them that tliat evening they and 
a number of lady and gentlemen friends hod attended, not 
BO much to listen to speechifying as to celebrate the success 
of the Club. He should therefore curtail the remarks he 
might otherwise have indulged in. Their Club had made 
such rapid strides as had characterised no sailors' home, or 
institution having kindred objects, in any of the other 
oolouies ; and therefore he thought South Auatralia might 
be justly proud of the position she occupied in thia move- 
aftent. It had had an effect which he was sure had been 
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uoticed by all ia their city, for they now no longer saw their 
buahmen going through tiie etreets h&ring no one to care for 
them. They saw that men with their hard • eamingB were 
not led away into scenes of vice aa they were at one time. 
Therefore he considered upon tliat ground alone the instil 
tution should be encouraged by every one, and more par- 
ticularly by the Government. He wished the Club every 
prosperity. (Applause). 

" The resolution waa carried nem. con. 

"Mr. James Joyce then moved — ' That the thanks of the 
bushmen generally, and of the members of the Club par- 
ticularly, are hereby tendered to the Trustees — Messrs. J. H. 
Angas, M.P., D. Murray, and W. K. Thomas ; to the Board 
of Management — Meaara. S. Davenport, H. Giles, and C. B. 
Young ; to Messrs. G. F. Angas, J. H. Angas, M.P., Hon. T. 
Elder, Captain W. W. Hughes, and Messrs. H. B. Hughes 
and D. & W. Murray, and other kind and considerate friends, 
for their practical sympathy and support ; and that the 
following gentlemen now nominated — Messrs. H. Giles, C. B. 
Young, and R. A. Tarltou — be appointed as a Board of 
Man^ement for the ensuing year.' He thought there was 
no man present who did not feel it his bonndeii and 
grateful duty to record his thanks to the gentlemen he 
had mentioned in the resolution. (Hear, bear.) 

" Mr. Uhaa. Lewis seconded the resolution. 

" Mr. Solomon, in submitting the resolution, remarked, with 
reference to the Chairman, that he was sure the vote of 
thanka was not one-tenth part of what he and his femily 
deserved for the interest they had t^en in the Club. 
{Applause). 

" The resolution was then carried unanimoxisly, 

"The Oliairman expltuued that a change had been made in 
the Board of Management, Mr. Tarltou being appointed in 
the place of Mr. Davenport, in consequence of the latter 
gentleman's business engagements preventii^ his regular 
Attendance at the Board meetings. 

"Mr. A. S. Steivart then proposed, and 'William' seconded, 
A vote of thanks to the Chairman, which was carried with, 
three dieers, and ' one more.' 
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"The Cbairman retanied thaoka fbr the hearty vote of 
thanks they hod accorded him. He was very pleased to be 
with them that eveniag, eepecially aa the report was one that 
must have satisfied them all. He trusted every year they 
mi^t see an increased number of men in tlie Club, for he 
was sure it met all the requirements of bushmen. As he 
had said before, he hoped it would not only be used aa an 
eating and sleeping establishment, but that lectures, eater- 
toinmoats and such like meetings, which tended to elevate 
them in the social scale, might be instituted; for he waH 
satisfied they had friends of valuable attainments who would 
aasLBt them on such occasions. He impressed upon them, 
however, that whilst so muoh was being done by their friends 
on their behalf, they must not fbiget that a great deal of the 
success depended upon their own efforts and individual 
support. They had two wings to their building, and he 
hoped they would soon be able to fly. (Laughter.) They 
now wanted the body. (Laughter.) He held in his hand a 
photograph of the Bushmen's Home which had been estab- 
lished in Castlereagh-street, Sydney, by Captain Scott's 
exertions, after obtaining j^pers and information from 
* William.' Judging from the photograph, the building was 
not so good as that of the South Australian Bushmea'a 
Home ; but he trusted it would be of great benefit to those 
fbr whom it was organised, and that by the establishment of 
such institutions throughout the colonies, bushmen might be 
morally, socially, and pecuniarily benefited. (Applaiiae.) 

" Upon the motion of Mr. John Bryan, seconded by Mr. 
Wm. Patterson, three hearty cheers were then ^ven f(» 
' William,' 

" The Chiurman SEud 'William's' services had been rendered 
oheerfully, and without remuneration, in season and out ot 
season. His motives were pure and honest, and he hoped he 
be might reap his reward in a higher world. (Cheers.) 

"the xniertainhent 
was very largely attended by the members, and lady aad 
gentleman friends of the institatioD. Mr, J. H. Angas pre- 
nded, and in opening the proceedings said he certainly did 
not think twelve months ago he shoold have witnessed Buoh 
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a scene as was presented in tbe hEkll that evening. He vaa- 
Bore they need not say that their bushmen were neglected, after 
what they saw. It showed the members of the Club had 
the sympathy of the people of Adelaide and Burrounding 
districts. The ladies and gentlemen who were to entertain 
them had voluntarily offered their valuable services for their 
gratification, and he knew they would highly appreciate their 
kindness. The programme wets then proceeded with, and 
Was of n high-ctass character, comprising choice songs, duets, 
quartettes, and recitations, the ladies and gentlemen taking 
part in the entertainment being Mrs. Proctor, Miss Vaughan^ 
Herr Fischer, Dr. Peel, and Messrs. J. C. Hawker, G. F. Bell, 
G. Oughton, W. H. Bnrrell, L. J^oe, and F. Whitington, 
The entertEunment was a most enjoyable termination to the 
day's feativitiea. Mr. W. K. Thomas, in moving a vote of 
thanks to tbe ladies and gentlemen who had so generously 
aaaisted, said he thought a more excellent entertainment 
could not have been provided. He suggested to those who 
had the control of the institution that the entertainment 
which had been so well inaugurated should be the precursor 
ot many more. (Hear, hear.) He thought if once a month 
such entertainments could be arranged the bushmen and 
their friends would appreciate the efforts made in that 
direction. A vote of thanks having been accorded to the 
Chairman, the proceedings terminated with the singing ot 
the National Anthem." 

On the 25th December, 1872, a leading article appeared 
in the Register, commenting on the progress of tlie Club 
thus: — 

" Of all the philanthropic movements started in the city, 
none has been attended with more genuine prosperity than 
the Bushmen's Club. The history of this institution, as 
detailed at the annual meeting held last week, b full of 
inter^t, and of instruction too. The gentlemen who 
originally took the matter in hand were wise enough not to 
attempt too much at first. They saw that bushmen coming 
to town required a place of resort which would combine as 
far as possible the comforts and enjoyments of a home with 
perfect freedom of individuBl action, and this want they havo 
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been gradiu^l; aapplyiDg. Had they determined upon 
oollocting four or five thousand pouada before beginning to 
-carry out their desigQ, the probability ie that they would not 
by this time have mode a single step in advance. As it is, 
the success attained during the day of small tbinga has 
stimulated private liberality, and has induced the Parliament 
to make a special grant for building purposes. It is ex- 
ceedingly gratifying to read of the progress that is being 
regularly made by the establishment. Every year it is 
increasing in popularity, and every year the amount of 
accommodation provided is being extended. At first an old 
building was rented at an annual cost of £110. An 
advaotageous offer for its purchase was made and accepted, 
and the money, thanks to the timely aid of Mr. G. F. Aogas, 
vras paid down. In its then state the edifice was not capable 
of providing sleeping room for more than two or three dozen 
inmates — a much smaller numtwr than it was thought 
desirable to make provision for. The Board of Management, 
after feeling their way, gave orders for the erection of a new 
wing, which was completed in the course of a couple of 
months, the opening ceremony taking place in November 
last. The next step was to purchase a frontage to Gilberts 
street ; then to build a new dining-haJl ; then to erect a 
second wing ; and now it is contemplated, although this 
addition may not be carried out for some time to come, to 
have a large central ediKce connecting the wings. Fur all 
these improvements money, either in the way of loan with- 
out interest or actual gift, hae been readUy forthcoming — the 
only assistance received from the State being the aforesaid 
grant of .£500. The Club, besides being well supported by 
bushmen, has secured^he sympathy and substautial support 
of wealthy men, such as Messrs. G. F. and J. H. Angas, 
T. Elder, W. W. Hughes, D. Murray, H. B. Hughes, Anstey 
& Giles, and W. Du£eld. A more deservii^ channel for the 
liberality of well-to-do colonists it would be difficult to find, 
and it is pleasit^ to observe that they have fittingly respon- 
ded to the calls mode upon them. The Home, we are told, 
wilt now readily accommodate sixty inmates. It is furnished 
with a library and various other accessories, which must 
materially contribute to the satiafaction with which bnahmen 
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eaxi take up their quarters there. It is moreover well and 
ineipenMYely conducted, and it U no unworthy boaat that^it 
8tm holds the lead amongat the bushmen'fl homea of AustraUa, 
not only in respect to the date of its organization, but also in 
reference to the efficiency of its management. The disin- 
terested efforts of the Superintendent to make it a real home 
for the class in which he feela so deep an interest are beyond 
all praise. To this may be chiefly attributed the unqualified 
aucceaa which the institution has met with. We commend 
the course taken in building up the Bushmen's Club as an 
example that may well be followed by all baTing in view the 
promotion of movements of a philanthropic nature. The 
lesson it teachea, and teaches moat impreaaively, is that the 
most should be made of moderate means." 

The compiler feels that he cannot conclude his work in a 
better manner than with the few following remarks, viz. : — 

ThS protection afforded to morals aud character in this 
institution can hardly be overstated, and this is accomplished 
by a measure of control and by regulations which are felt a 
burden only by the disorderly and the disaolute. 

This experiment (for so it must be called) has so far been 
eminently successful, and there is reason to believe that 
the improving influence of Clubs, such as these, will act upon 
the other lodging-houses for the good of the working classes 
generally. 

The object in publishing this work is particularly to call 
the attention of those who may be in circumstances to 
establish such institutioua to the pecuniary means which are 
required, and to the facilities which are afforded by the 
experience already gained in the management. 

It has already been shown that with a small capital (leas 
than £1,000) the first Club for bushmen in the Australiaa 
has been set up, which in less than three years has become 
worth over £2,000. 

It will be well to add, for the guidance of any patriotic 

persons who may have it in view to set up Clubs (or other 

institutions of a similar nature) on a smaller scale, that small 

Cluba can hardly be made self-supporting, unless the Gom- 

4 
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mittee and Superiatendent can give their time gratuitously 
to give them a good start at the commencement. 



ADELAIDE BUSHMEN'S CLUB. 
Balance Shbbt tor the Ybab iNsiHa Dbcehber 9th, 1872. 



DecembsrO, 1872. 
To Land akd Prbhi9ks^ £ «. d. 

Amoant expended od and estimated valae at this 
date 2,022 9 3 

" FUHNITUBB AND FimnGs— 

Amoant expended for to this date, less 10 per cent. 

estimated depreciatioD for wear and tear , . . 499 4 G 
" Cash— 

Salaace in liand at thi» date 61 10 3 

£2,&73 4 

LlABILTTlXS. 

June 9, 1872. £ a d. 

By Q. P. Anoas, Esu.— 

Loan dne by C9nb, withont interest. This amount 
will form part of tlie assets Bhonld an equal 
amoant be ooUeoted before July S, 1873 ... 600 O 
" Bank 07 AuaraALASiA— 

Overdraft at this date U7 12 6 

647 12 S 

" Stock Accottnt — 

Exceae of assets over liftlMlities 1,926 11 S 



Adelaide, Deoember 9, 1872. Thos. Fori, AeoonntMit. 



MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS. 



The following articleB, letters, &c. (wbidi will no doubt be 
deeply interesting to bu^ people), are collected from varioaB 
sourocB, but (ihiefly from that truly valuable newspaper, 
The Auitralaaian, and introduced here for perus^ The 
following, however, is taken frooi the South Auiiraiian Ad- 
vertiser: — 

" Books for Bushubn. 

"A meeting was held in Mr. Henry Scott's office in 
Adelaide on Thursday, bfarch 14, 1872, for the purpose of 
organising some plan for the systematic circulation of books 
«f a suitable character amongst persons employed in the busb. 
Mr. C. B. Young, as convener of the meeting, was called to 
the chair. Lettera were received from several gentlemen, 
who were unable to attend, promising their support to the 
movement, and one from the Honorary Superintendent of 
the Bushmen's Club, ofiering to render any assistance in hia 
power, and enclosing £1 from a ' Bushman' in aid of the 

" The Chairman said, it was not so much with a view of 
^tting his own ideas on the subject carried out, as of obttun- 
ing the opinions of others perhaps better qualified than him- 
self to suggest the most suitable means of supplying a known 
want, and putting within the reach of the bush people books 
■of an improving and instructive character in place of the 
trashy novels which were at present almost the only books 
they were able to obtain. He would, however, submit his 
own scheme, with a view of its being improved upon by 
others. 

" Ist A central depot would be required in Adelaide ; 
probably arrangements might be made for having it at tha 
Bofllunen'e Club. 
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" 2nd. Depots would be eatabUahed in each of the outside 
towDships, which wouid involve no esponee, as the booka 
Gould be left for sale with respectable storekeepers. 

".3rd. Each head station would be a local depSt for circu- 
latiug books on the run where the owners chose to avail 
themselves of the movement. 

" 4th. It would be desirable, if possible, to have a travel- 
ling agent to supply the places the other arrangement could 
not conveniently apply to ; but, as this might be too costly, 
possibly a, few respectable hawkers might be found, who- 
would undertake the sale of the books. There were three 
difficulties to encounter in sttu'tiug snob an undertaking- 
funds, selection, and distribution. With regard to the first, 
he did not wish to see a society formed with anything like an 
annual begging-list.. The persons for whose benefit the cou 
templated society would be formed were able and, he believed, 
quite willing to pay for the advantages they would receive. 
There must, however, be a fund to start with for the purchase 
of books. He would he contented to see the thing started 
with a capital of .£250, if more could not be obtained, and 
would propose an annual subscription of from two to five 
guineas from the stations, according to the number of persona 
employed. Probably the proprietors would, in most oases, 
be wilbng to contribute one-half, and the men the other. 
There must be a committee of management, and a special 
committee for selecting books, which would not bo a very 
easy task. The books would be passed on from station to 
station, or exchanged every sii months, or oftener, if neces- 
sary. 

" Mr. H. Scott said that, though the meeting was not a 
very large one, and might be considered of a preliminary 
character, it would bo as well to take the initiative in the 
matter by passing such resolutions as would lead to the com- 
mencement- of a society for the contemplated purpose. He 
would therefore move the first resolution — ' That it ia 
desirable that steps be taken to supply suitable books to 
persons employed in the bush.' 

Mi. F. Stokes would second the resolution. He helieyed 
it would be a very beneficial movement. There were very 
many persons in the bush fond of reading, and great diffioul'^ 
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«iperieQced in ^tting readable books. It would be advisable, 
however, that the books Bupplied should not be of too dry a. 
character ; there should be a variety suited to all tastes, and 
works of fiction of a wholesome character, as well as those of 
a more solid description should be supplied. If such an 
■observation would not be out of place, ho hoped that some- 
thing would be done in the way of educating the children in 
the bush. They were now much neglected, and it waa as 
important to teach them to read as to supply books. He 
thought the difficulty of passing the books from station to 
■station might be overcome by grouping the runs— four or 
five of the adjacent stations arranging to exchange at fixed 
periods, and then getting fresh supplies from the central 
depot. 

" Carried. 

" Mr. J. A, Ferguaaon would move — ' That, in accordance 
with the former resolution, an association be formed to carry 
out the proposed object.' 

" Mr. C. Sabine thought the capital mentioned, £250, 
-would bo very small and insufficient ; it would not purchase 
more than a thousEuid volumes at most, which would not go 
fer to the extensive circulation proposed. There would also 
be a difficulty in exchanging the books from station to station, 
as there might be fifty men on one station and ten on another, 
the books that had supplied the fifty men for six months 
«ould not be read by the ten men in the same time. He 
would second the resolution. 
" Carried. 

" Mr. Thomas Giles proposed — ' That aoommittee be formed, 
consisting of the gentlemen present, and others whose names 
might be suggested by the meeting.' He thought it deair- 
■able that the co-operation of as many persons interested in 
pastoral pursuits as possible should be obtained. It was 
very much a matter for the squatters themselves, though 
fiom6 organization was necessary to carry it into effect. He 
supposed it was not intended that the operations should be 
confined to the North, and it would be well to seek the 
assistuioe of settlers in the South-East, Port Lincoln, and 
Yorke's Peninaula districts as well. He did not think there 



vould bo so iDuoh difficulty about exchanging the books ; it 
was easy enough to sand a box of books on to the next 
station. Some ta-ustworthy person on each station would 
have to take charge of the books, and be responsible for 
them ; probably where there was a storekeeper he would 
undertake the charge. 

" Mr. Smeaton would second the resolution. He did not 
imagine that such an extensive scheme was contemplated. 
He thought that the idea would be to get boo& aad 
periodicals gratuitously from any persona willing to con- 
tribute them. There were many persona who, when th^ 
had read a book or magazine, would gire it to anch a society 
OS was contemplated. From t^is source he thought a con- 
siderable supply might be obtained ; and, if not sufficient to 
carry out the object, it would at any rate be a great help. 

" The resolutions were all carried nem. con., and the names- 
of a number of gentlemen were suggested to be written to 
asking their co-operation," — Advertiser, March 18, 1873. 

Referring to the above subject, the following article is also 
taken from the colunms of the same paper of March 18th, 
1872 :— 

" For some years post considerable interest has been taken 
by persons connected with pastoral pursuits, and by the- 
puUic generally, in the social condition of that class of the 
community commonly designated ' bushmen,' and several 
schemes for their benefit have been at various times suggested. 
Out of tbis desire to do something for a class so far removed 
from the commou comforts and blessings of civilized life- 
sprang the Bushmen's Home, an institution whii^ wag 
launched in the face of much prejudice and great misgivings. 
The persons for whom this Home was intended being 
principally those engaged in pastoral labour, it was felt that 
the chief duty of providing for tbeir wants devolved upon 
those who profited by their toil — namely, the squatters, and 
it was feared that the squatters would rather discourage than 
help forward the movement. However, in this the lessees 
were unfairly judged, as many of them have come forward 
liberally, and, indeed, the most generous supporters of tbe- 
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Home Tank amongat tbe Bheepfarmers and stockholdets of 

the colony. Another difficulty arose in the minds of the 
buahmen themselves, who thought that the idea was a, 
squatter's own idea, and the intention that of reducing 
wages, or in some way interfering with the freedom of the 
men. This prejudice has vanished, or is fast vaaisbing 
away, and numbers of buehmcn can themselves attest the 
advantages of the Home or Club, and are ready to prove 
that, whilst it confers all the benefits promised, it ia entirely 
free from all the objections which were urged against it. 
Another movement for the advantage of bushmea is bow on 
ibot ; we refer to the project of establishing a Circulating 
Bushmen's Library, as shadowed forth in the report of a 
meeting held a few days since in the city of Adelaide. That 
meeting was but of an incipient character ; but the names 
of the gentlemen who convened and attended it are security 
that they mean to do something. 

" It must be understood, in starting, that this is not an 
appeal to general public charity. The bushmen, to a great 
extent, have the means of supplying their own wants ; but, 
though they have the means, they Imve not the opportunity. 
Bemoved by considerable distances from the centra of 
population, they are dependent for their reading upon what- 
ever literature travelling hawkers may see fit to cany about, 
and to a large extent this is of a very trashy description. 
The idea of the gentlemen who have now taken up the 
matter is, that a good library should be established, com- 
prising works to suit all tastes, selected by a competent 
committee, the books to be located in various central spots, 
whence they could be conveyed iu boxes to head atationa 
and other suit&ble places for distribution amongat the men, 
and then to be forwarded on somewhere else — a perpetual 
oircidation being thus kept up. There are far more readii^ 
men in the bush than would be imagined by pereous who 
merely judge of bushmen by the shaggy appearance of the 
more coflspicuoua members of the fraternity iu tbe streets of 
Adelaide and other towns ; and we believe they would not 
only willingly, but gladly contribute to the establishment of 
a library which they could justly claim as their own, Mr. 
C. B. Young, by whom the meeting was called together, very 



properly deprecated ' an annual begging-list,' imd proolaimeS 
hia belief that the parties for whom he pleaded wore both 
able and willing to pay for the advant^es which would be 
eecured to them. In the same spirit of self-reliance Mr. 
Thomas Giles said ' it was a question very much for the 
aqnatters themselves' — that is, so far as the bushmen required 
help ; and ve cannot too highly commend this recognition of 
the maxim that ' property has its duties as well as its rights.* 
Still, whilst maintaining that the bushmen themselves should, 
by their own contributions, make the library their own, luid 
whilst agreeing with Mr. Giles that the bushmen, so fitr as 
they may really require extrinsic help, should receive it &om 
the leasees of the Crown, there is no reason why other classes 
of the community should not aid in the first establishment 
of the enterprise. Funds will he wanted, and it muiit be 
remembered that books will need to be frequently renewed, 
as they will not last so long in the huts of bushmen and out 
in the scrub as they would in city dwellings. 

" There is just one thing absolutely necessary to the 
success of the enterprise— namely, that the buslimen be oot 
allowed to suppose that they are going to be drilled and 
schooled into a particular class of reading. Of course it is 
not intended to limit their choice, nor to put restraints on 
their intellectual tastes ; but whilst there is no such inten- 
tion there may arise the suspicion, and steps should be 
taken to anticipate it. In appealing to bushmen to patroiiise 
and support their oiro library, they should be invited to 
tumtmate books for selection, and printed forms should be 
auppUed to them, upon which they might inscribe the titles 
of books they would like to read. AU works so nominated 
by the bushmen should receive special consideration by the 
Committee of Selection, as nothing would more powerfully 
convince him that the library really belonged to himself and 
hia mates than to find that he could name a work and have 
it added to the library ; and, to facilitate choice, a catalogue 
of good and useful works should be freely distributed. Much 
more might he said on this subject, hut we forbear. The 
idea is a good one, and we hope the result wUI be the circu- 
lation of a sound and healthy literature throughout our oat- 
lying districts." 
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The following shova the first practioal effort made towards 
this object ; — 

South Aushuliah Bush Book Societt. 

Committee :— J. H. Angaa, Esq., M.P., Neville Blyth, Esq., 
-J.P., S. Davenport, Esq., J.P., Hon. Thos. Elder, M.L.C., 
J. A. Ferguason, Esq., Thomas Giles, Esq., J. P., Heiuy Giles, 
Esq., J. A. Hai^e7,Esq., George Main, Esq., Henry Scott, Esq., 
J.P., F. W. Stokes, Eaq., J.P., T. D. Smeatwn, Esq., J.P., 
Clement Sabiue, Esq., H. H. Turton, Esq., J.P., C. B. 
Young, Esq. 

[CircDlar.] 

"Sir — At a meeting held in Mr. Henry Scott's office, in 
Adelaide, for the purpose of forming a society for the circu- 
lation in the bush of suitable books and periodicals, it was 
resolved to apply to gentlemen connected with the squatting 
interest, and others who might be likely to aid in the contem- 
plated work, for their asaistance in forming a fund for the 
purchase of books and for such other help in carrying out 
the undertaking as it may be in their power to give. 

" It is proposed to have a central depot in Adelaide, and as 
soon as practicable branches at the various outside townships, 
-and to arrange a system of distribution and circulation 
among the ataticus. 

" It is intended to make the society self-supporting, and 
not to seek aid from those not immediately interested in the 
matter, except in eatabliaking a fund for the purchase of a stock 
of books in thejirat instance, 

" The substitution of books of a healthy tone in place of 
those now mostly in circulation in the bush being a matter 
of national importance, the committee think that they may 
fairly seek aid from all classes in commencing the work; but, 
when once started, they will look to the readers themselves 
for the means of continuing the supply. 

" In being asked to contribute towards this object, you are 
requested to do so without special reference to any particular 
district or station, but with a view to the general good ; nor 
cau the committee bind themselves to supply any particular 
locality from the circumatauce of their having received 
« 3 
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donattoDs from it, although they will make eveiy esertion to 
accommodate those who show a willmgneaa to help in the 
work. 

" Your early reply, and a remittance of any sum you are- 
willing to contribute, will oblige, in order that the work may 
be commenced at once. 

" I bave the honour to be, Sir, 

"Your obedient servant. 



" Hon. Sec. pro. tern." 
In the month of July, 1872, the Hon. Superintendent of 
tbe Buahmeu'a Club was requested to report to the Board of 
Managsment that a resolution was passed at the last meeting 
of tbe Bush Book Association to apply to the Committee of 
the Club to take the matter in hand, and blend its afiaiis 
with those of the Club. 

The following note bearing upon this subject is taken &om 
the Minute Book, August 1, 1872 :— 

" A proposal was submitted from the Committee of the 
Bushmen's Book Association to hand over tbe donations 
promised (to the Association) to the Butibmen'a Club for the 
purposes contemplated by the Book Association. The pro- 
posal was agreed to by the Board of Management." 

" Hard Drinking as a Habit ahoho Bushhek. 
"to the editor op the 'Australasian.' 

"Sir — I was struck by some remarks in your journal the 
other day, occurring, I think, in an extract from some other 
paper, on the prevalence of hard drinking as a habit among 
busbmen, taking that term to denote the ordinary hands 
employed by squatters. The writer went on to say that 
tbey were and felt, as a class, isolated — -no community of 
feeling between tbem and their employers, no interest taken 
in tbem ; couldn't something be done t and so on. 

" I agree thoroughly with the writer, that tbe habit to 
which he alludes is a great evil ; that it is well-nigh inTari&- 
ble among the lower classes of bush labourers. I have 
always felt great sympathy with these mfan* perdtu, who, as 
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it -wax, perish in the breach, and over vhose corpses thd 
maroh of civilizatioa paaaes onward. I have aided them with 
advice, and occasionally with more substantial assistance; 
but such aid haa nearly atwayB been inoperative. I therefore 
fear that we must search for the causes of this evil, so 
universal, so incurable, in the lower strata of our oommoQ 
nature. « 

" Want of education, want of recreation, and generally 
what we commonly call ' dulness,' are the chief predisposing 
causes of drinking in the buah. Not that the first of these 
disabilities obtains among bush labourers invaiiably. Many 
shepherds and ordinary workmen are comparatively highly 
educated, having fallen from higher positions. They sub- 
scribe for newspapers, they buy books, yet they have con- 
tracted the fatal habit, and in their intervals of leisure are 
among the most hopeless drunkards. The rank and file are 
uneducated ; their general barrenness of mind, their pencils 
(often protracted) of toilsome monotony, or monotony with- 
out labour, lead to an uneasy, depressing, half consoioua 
sense of dulness, which alcohol in exce^ certainly relieves 
for the time, with what certam though delayed injury to 
mind and body let physicians and philanthropists decide. 

" It must ^ao be borne in mind that we are dealing with 
Anglo-Saxons and Anglo-Ceita by birth or descent, and thus 
descended from those northern races which have always been 
notorious for hard work and hard drinking. It would seem 
to be a rule that all classes of men who lead irregular lives, 
lives in which there are irregular allotments of labour — 
danger, privation, and repose — are given to hard drinking. 
Sailors, lumber-men, navvies, hunters, and savages all come 
under this oat^ory. 

" When I admit that the practice is all but invariable 
amongallclaseesof buah labourers, I except the younger men. 
Uany of these — our best and highest class of labour at 
certain seasons — are the sons of small farmers in the more 
populous districts. Many of them are freeholders theuL- 
selves. They are sober, hard working, and generally econo* 
mical. They have a settled purpose for which to labour and 
to save, and are neither reckless or desperate like their older 
ooDorades. ' The old hands,' as they are often called, know 
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tbemaelTes bnt too well, and in law they are slaves, in &ot 
adacr^ti glebtB. They know from years of experience that 
the next public-house is the mtehtrom into which they must 
be Bwept — that inevitable hell from which they wiU emerge 
penmless to &oe another year's work, another year's lone- 
liness, as the ease may be. 

"All this is very 'sad, bad, and mad,' as Mr. Browning 
hath it ; but still I do not see that squatters and managers 
are open to any of the blame which your writer evidently 
bints that they deserve. On moat of the stations — particu- 
larly the larger ones — the men are comfortably housed and 
very well fed ; their wages afford them many small luxuries; 
' newspapers and books are lent to them ; and they are 
encouraged and advised to save their money. More than 
this is not done, and I contend that more cannot be done. 
If sick, they are cared for ; and in moat of the larger bush 
towns there are excellent hospitals, where they are taken in 
for long periods, and provided with lodging and medical 
treatment gratuitously. These hospitals are largely supported 
by the subscriptions of squatters, though the men contribute 
fiurly also. Again, I ask, what more can be done? 

" We cannot, by way of diminishing the feeUng of isolation) 
aak the station hAnds to dinner. Professor Kinney notwith- 
standing. Nor can we permit them the unrestricted run o£ 
our kitchens. Paterfamilias in London demurs to indisoriini- 
nate hospitality to Policeman X, or the man-at-arms of the 
period, from prudential reasons. The same reasons govern 
us. 

" I have sketchily thrown together some of the facts and 
ideas bearing on this important subject. I have alluded to 
the causes as they have presented themselves to me nfter 
many years' experience and some thought on the aubjeot. 
But the remedy I cannot say that I have discovered with ajay 
show of certainty. More education, more recreation — were 
these procurable, something might be gained from the enemy. 
It may be, that with a more concentrated population, habits 
more domestic, and dispositions more open to gentlenees, 
gaiety, and harmless excitement may be developed smong 
out workmen. But, I fear mo, that for many years the great 
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snny of ' roving men' that must tend and ahear the flocks 
of AuBtndia Deserta will be Arabs in eTeiytblng but tempo- 
rinoe. 

" Yours, &c., 

" ISHltAEL." 

"The Bdshuait. 

"to res EDITOB OP THE ' ADSTRALieiAH.' 

" Instant her drchng wand the gaddeaa wsvea. 
To hogB transforma them, and the sty receives." 

" Sir — I have read ' lahmaers' letter with much attention, ■ 
and, with your permission, will endeavour to point out how 
the olaaa of buabmen might be ameliorated without asking 
them to dinner. Had I not carried my swag, and looked for 
work in New Zealand, Queensland, Nev South Wales, and 
Victoria, I should not have the experience, or have gained 
the knowledge, and perhaps, I may add, the private history 
of ^uniliea that I possess. In the firat place I woidd suggest 
to squatters to improve the accommodation they give to their 
working men. Many a station hut is filthy in the extreme. 
Never listen to men who yam about their fellow-workmen, 
but dismiss on the spot the tale-bearer. The practice of 
jacketing makes inoalcolable mischief. I kuow by experience 
that gentlemen squatters do not yam concerning their men's 
merit, but others who are not gentlemen do, and to a lai^ 
extent. Permit no grog on 'the station. Have a weekly 
service, and create debating classes on large stations, and 
show that you are interested in the welfare of your men. 
All squatters know that when men are oomfort&ble they will 
remain, and not want a change, except perhaps a visit to 
Melbourne or the nearest township yearly, and then will 
return again to work, and work all the better for their trip 
(after the first few days). In the townships those unlicensed 
publio-housea called boarding-houses diould be closely 
vatched. The keepers of these houses and the keepers of 
some of the lower class of public-houses are the leeches who 
suck the life-blood of the bushman, and fatten like dung- 
flies on bis cheque. The liquor supplied by these vorthiea 
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16 not ofteu in the state supplied by the hrewer or the qorit 
merchant. They simply sell poison flavoured to taste lite 
brandy, gin, &c. The maddening effects of these drinki 
tend tu fill our lunatic asylums, aud occasionally offer a 
victim to the scafibld. Until a law is enforced for the 
punishment of the sale of adulterated spirits, and sly grog 
shops abolished, the bushman will be the victim <^ these 
people. Above all, in large townships, and evea in Mel- 
bourne, create homes ibr men out of employment on the 
principle of sailors' homes, with a registiy attached. The 
establishment of these places would pay well, and the further 
they are built from the public-house the better. 

" I write firona expenenoe about boarding-houses in the 
bush. 

"A Carthbsian." 

" Opr Bdsh Population, 
"to the editor of the 



"Sir — Your correspondent "lahmael," in your issue of 
Septemberl9, does something towards keeping alive attention 
to the present unsatisfactory state of our bush labouring 
population. With nearly all his facts I am quite willing to 
coincide. With hia wishes for the formation among them of 
' more domestic habits, and of dispositions more open to 
gentleness, gaiety, and harmless excitement,' I also hearti^ 
concur ; but from his conclusion that a little more education 
and recreation are all we can - do to mend matters, I most 
emphatically dissent. 

" My hopes are not so Utopian as to anticipate that by any 
possible alteration of the system of treating our bush hands 
we will convert them as a class &om roving, dissipated, 
discontented drudges, to frugal, reputable, and cheerful 
assistants ; but I do hope that by gradual alteration of that 
system we may improve the position of some of them to such 
an extent as to induce emulation among the rest, 

" I am not one of those who would lay all the blame of 
the men's present mode of life at the doors of the squatten 
and managers. They themselves are victims of the present 
situation. A few of them make spasmodic efforts to correct 
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it ; but, lilce ' Ishmael,' Boon relapse into the oan't-be-helped 
cry, and resign themselves to await the anival of a Deus ex 
machina. I think, bowerer, your correapoadent must have 
been connected with some exceptionally philanthropic settlers- 
to find such attention aa he Bpeaks of bestowed on the men. 
I am pretty well acquainted with the working; of more than 
a hundred stations in Victoria and New South Wales, and I 
do not know half-a-dozen where such attentions are the rule. 
The undisputed facts, however, are, that our bushmea (as a 
class) take no interest in their employer or their eniployment^ 
tiiat unless * dogged' they neglect their n'ork, that dissipation 
and Tagabondism act among tbem as recruiting sergeants for 
the hospitals, the gaols, and the paupers' graveyards, and 
that the few married men among them are by their mode of 
life contributing a rising generation whoso future is beset 
with danger and uncounteracted temptation. 

"Anxiety to evoke the opinions of others, and not any 
dogmatic belief in my own noBtruma, lead me to offer a few 
suggestions for the amelioration of this state of affairs. The 
first is, that until we can get our patients sufficiently long 
settled with us to be operated upon (if you like the word),, 
we cannot eipect by any fugitive treatment to correct a 
chronic disease. To a good man there is no such anchor as 
home, and no home is so dear as one made by their own 
hands. Most stations are erected on the portion of the run 
most likely to repay a little cultivation, whether in gardea 
or paddock, and most settlers hold by purchase a section or 
two round their houssB. Let them get over that grasping- 
feeling which grudges a patoh of earth to another, and on 
favourable places round their homestead mark out ten or 
twenty-acre blocks, and sell or give long leases of these to 
the best and steadiest men they can find. Every hour's 
labour that these men beatow on their plots is another bond 
between them and the place. Every shilling that they 
expend on improvements is a shilling kept back from pub- 
lican's poison. 

" The squatter will certainly be poorer by the grass of six 
or ten sheep, but his work will be done for him by a nian 
having an interest to do it well. Mutual forbearance and 
kindly feeling will in time convert eye-aervice into heart- 
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service ; the comfort of the three or fotir mea settled roond 
the home etation 'will be aa inducement to the others to 
-acquire a aimilar poBition, and a etandiag protest against the 
wretchednesB of the 'wallaby tract' In a few families bo 
formed, one of the mothers may be able to give rudimentary 
■education to the children of the others ; another may help 
lier husband's earnings by keeping for sale a few pounds' 
vorth of the small store aud knicknacks not usually found iu 
a station store ; another might keep a sort of boarding-bouse 
for the single men and casual labourers, of which more anon. 
"Next, iet US see if the squatter can do anything to induce 
habits of forethought and economy among the men. At 
present tbey know that a junk of meat and a bit of damper 
will be ready for them at a certain time without any care of 
their own, and (Jiat, however wasteful, they will never be 
hungry. They see no money and never use it. Their 
-cheque comes to them in a lump, and they abuse it. The 
very accumulation of their pay is often an inducement to 
them to give warning, or to ' work for the sack,' so that th^ 
may handle the representative of thdr earnings. To meet 
this, I believe the boldest innovation is required, a little 
troublesome perhaps at first, but perfectly feasible. Make 
the men their own bankers and their own providers. Discon- 
tinue payment by rations entirely. Add the equivalent to 
the current wages, and pay theraas far as practicable eveiy 
week. AUow them to organise their own messes, or to board 
with a married fellow-workman, as they may prefer. As 
soon as possible get rid of station storekeepiug and all store 
accounte, and let the men learn hy their stomachs, the most 
powerful of all reasoners, that if they are not themselves 
thiifty they will be hungty. At the same time let it be tiie 
rule that travellers shall not be gratuitously fed, and that 
loafers and sturdy beggars must betake themselves else- 
"where. I feel convinced that these alterations would, in the 
course of twelve months, shut up half of the public-honaes 
in the country, and that the houses so shut would be those 
kept by the least respectable of the publican fraternity. The 
dissipated among the men will be the least careful for some 
time. Their food and clothes will cost them more, and if 
inclined to drink, tbey will have less money to spend, and 
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after spending it all, tliey will be taught by hunger to be 
more careful nest time. The olgectors to this vill come out 
with the stereotyped bugbear of these men tjien killing sheep, 
firing the grass, and robbing huts. Of course, some of them 
will. Was there ever any good unaccompanied by some 
evil t Surely the improvement, however gradual, of the 
bulk of OUT men, to say nothing of the actual saving of £100 
to £500 a year for rations now extorted by loafers and 
drunkards for the sole benefit of publicans, is some equivalent 
for the exercise of a little extra T^ilanr« in the protection of 
our own property. Every criminal caught in these acts 
should be rigorously prosecuted, and eveiy insolvent loafer 
made practically acquainted with the workmg of the Vagrant 
Act and the discipline of the gaol. 

" Another matter that is within the power of settlers is, 
by improving the accommodation provided for the men, to 
civilise their tastes, to make them fond of the comfort 
accompanying lengthened permanent employment, and to 
make it contrast more favourably with the tramp consequent 
on dismissal Sooth to say, the contrast at present is not 
great. Food is extorted often in greater quantities than 
necessary. An eight or ten mile saunter in fine weather is 
no great hardship, and on three hundred nights out of the 
three hundred and sixty-five a camp-fire in the open air is 
infinitely preferable to a sheepskin in a bug-infestod, stinking, 
leaky, smoky men's hut, 

" Some nice critic will feel shocked at such a description. 
Depend upon it he has never been on the ' wallaby track.' 
I have. Oq ' Ishmael's' model stations books and newspapers 
are provided for the huts. I am glad to hear it, but think it 
■would be better to encour^e the men to combine to procure 
them for themselves. In a majority of the huts I am 
acquainted with, it would be hard to find a place light enough 
to read them in without joining the circle of card players ; 
and such a place found, it would require considerable powers 
of abstraction to understand them amid the foul language 
and 'cuto dodges that are occupying the attention of the 
other lodgers. 

" So far I have only tried to show that we can help onr- 
Belves. But there are some other possibly remedial measures 
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that are iu the province of the Govemmant. The first of 
these is the sytitem of licensing public-houaes. Let a highw 
Eitandard of bouse and householders be insisted on, increase 
the license-fee, and make «a annual certificate from the police, 
endorsed by the local bench, an absolute necessity for the 
issue of & renewal of license. Let the opening of unnecessary 
houses be opposed as tending to substitute two or three 
badly kept dens of rowdinesa for one well-to-do and welcome 
inn. Make it one of the penalties of the Publicans' Act, 
that after a certain numb^ of compltunts a policeman be 
quartered in the house, and let the causes agEunst supplying 
drink to men already drunk be strictly enforced. 

" There are other ways in which Government might help 
powerfully, though less directly ; but to thorn I shtdl barely 
allude. I^e settlement of ihe men is an important question, 
but the settlement of the masters is no less so. While the 
master holds under a tenure so uncertain as the present land 
law, self-interest is all-powerful in compelling him to get all 
he can out of his station in the four or five or ten years 
that are assured to him, if such a term can be used where 
his whole run might be free selected between breakftst and 
dinner. Did the masters see a prcspect of a portion of their 
runs, howeVer small, forming a home for themselves -and 
descendants, they would think more of the servants thej 
were destined to spend tbeir lives with. With moat of them 
the present idea is — after me the deluge. 

" Agfun, Government might secure the chance to the 
■working man of getting a patch of land in the neighbourhood 
of his work, independent of the will of an occasional seliiah 
owner. It might set apart a section here and there as an 
endowment for future schools. It might enact a compulsory 
school and hospital rate ; or it might carry on public works 
in the districts that contribute so large a part of the revenuei 
now devoured by the metropolitan maw. It might promise 
to do all this, and a great deal more, but wiU it do anything I 
Lord Macaulay once said — ' If, then, thera be an end to 
which Government is bound to attain, if there are two ways 
only of attaining it, if one of these ways is by derating the 
moral and intellectual character of the people, aud the other 
way is by inflicting pain, who can doubt which way eroiy 
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GoTOTmnent ought to take V Nobody ; but I bare very 
little doubt of our colonial Goverumenta finding a third way 
— that ia, drawing their salaries regularly, and doing nothing 
onleas compelled. My hopes for the improvement of the 
condition of our fellon-bushmea lie not in Government, but 
1 the Dcighboorly feeling of thoughtful and con8cientiou& 

" Yours, &c., 



" Bu8B Travbllbrs. 

"to the editor of the 'ACBTRALA8IAK.' 

" Sir — If you have room for the accompanying perhaps 
you will insert it. As long as aquattera make a practice of 
hiring men in the bush, they must feed travolIorB, or ought 
to do so ; and from my practical experience I can believe a 
ehy man would come off badly, travelling in winter, subsist- 
ing on a diumal ration of one pound of flour, seldom meat, 
and often without tea. 

" The ' Peripatetic' is too hard, much, on the swagsmao. 
How many in this colony ai-e thei-e who have carried their 
awags and looked for a job, and now may be seen in afQuencet 
Were they loafera t Ex una disce omnes is exploded long^ 
ago. Every one knows that there are loafers iu the bush aa. 
well as in town, but it is too hard to say that all men who 
say they are looking for work should be treated as loafers. 

" Knife-and-fork stations are few and far between, a pint 
of flour and a little tea and sugar being given on most 
stations, but no meat ; when meat is given, then the tea and 
sugar are withheld. The fat wether days are gone. A littl» 
more than a year ago I worked with a survey party, and saw 
plenty of men who lamented that the good old days had 
passed, and that on the best station in the west (for travel- 
lers) seven pints of fiour was the allowance for travellers, even 
if there were twenty. 

" Before concluding, I believe there are some few stations 
open for travellers, and a hearty welcome afforded. A very 
good anecdote ia told of one western squatter, when aaked to 
join others in starving travellers, who replied, ' Be Jasus, if 
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I don't feed them, Biddy will.' I have had my swag «way 
and settled, but I do not like to see men abused becaui^e 
theie are many had in the crowd. 

" YouTB, &c, 

" Cabthusian." 



" Bush Travbllebs, 
"to the editor op the 'australasiak.' 

" Sir — I am glad to see that attention has been drawn to 
the Yesed question of bush travellere, better known aa 
'swagsmen.' The letters of your correspondents ' Videtle' 
and ' Carthusian' serve to indicate the difference of opinion 
as to how these men should be treated ; while the first would 
resolutely decline to feed travellers, the latter contends tliat 
squatters 'must or ought to feed them, at any rate so long 
-as they make a practice of hiring men in the bush.' 

" In answer to this last I will speak for myself, and I dare 
say many others, that I would moat wilhngly forego the 
advantage of labour brought in this fashion to one's door, 
because for every man engaged, I have a penalty of fifty 
other men imposed on me whom I don't want, but who, 
nevertheless, all expect to he fed at my espenae. I am quits 
sure most settlers would willingly travel a considerable 
-distance to engage the men, could any plan he carried out to 
establish hush homes or depots. The subject is one of con- 
siderable moment to this young country, and merits the 
attention of legislators, as well as of the more immediately 
interested settlers. 1 notice that one of your leading articles 
in the last issue is devoted to the subject of imnugration, and 
there we are told that there is room for any number of 
people out here - and surely no aaue person will disput« 
■that this country is capable of supporting a far Ituger 
population ; but then we must deal with things as they are, 
and to pour an additional number of working men in upon 
us at present would, I think, but add to the grievance com- 
plained of. Very few will deny that many of those who hate 
been wandering in search of employment are men both able 
aixA willii^ to work. It is no use blinking the question by 
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Bumming them up as a parcel of loafers ; this anawere no- 
good purpose, and will never help us out of the difBculty. I 
have had occasion to hire several men during the past few 
months ; they were ail glad to get employment, and, except- 
ing one or two, proved themselves steady workers. Nor 
does the dearth of employment arise from tho excessive rate 
of w^ea. I don't think many will be found to say that the 
price of unskilled labour is too high with ua, and I've mostly 
remarked that tho men most ready to cut down wages are 
the last to take advantage of the reduction by employing more 
labour. 

"The causes of this surplus of bone and sinew have been 
ably traced in one of your leading articles. Gold di^ng 
entailed its good and evil ; but I think our Government has 
much to answer for in the present unsatisfactory condition of 
the poor man. Stopping supplies, and thereby causing a- 
cessation of public works, has helped to keep the poor still 
poorer, and made many a poor fellow cany a swag for the 
first time. Shearing and washing will occupy a good many 
for a time, and the harvest will require an extra number of 
hands, but when that is over, a similar state of things will 
recur, and the same bauds of men be seen roving about. 
This is not encouraging, and I wish I could say how to meet 
the difficulty. Of course, if men were prudent and saved 
their money, the slack time could be tided over better; but 
this they won't do, and indeed it is hard to blame them for 
going to the public-house. In m(^ cases they have no place 
else to go ; once there they become the prey of veritable 
bloodsuukera, for, as a rule, the class of men who keep publio- 
houses in the bush are most unfit to be licensed; magistrates 
or police have scarcely any power over them. If by any 
means homes could be established here and there throughout 
the country, a moat important step would be gained ; but 
how to accomplish this is the question, whether by private 
enterprise or Government assistance. I think the settlers, 
should do it themselves ; eventually, I believe, they would he 
self-supporting. I have trespassed enough on your space, 
and humbly offer these remarks for your cons i deration. 

"As Old Settler. 



382 HiBToaT OF 

" P.S. — I m&y add that at the present time, in the midst 
of aheaiing, an unuanal number of men are moving about in 
quest of work. One reason ia that water being scarce, TBiy 
few setUera are washing. While reprobating the poltroonery 
of feeding loafers ' for fear of being burned out,' I think a 
batter motive might prompt settlers at such a time in giving 
thoee who are now travelling something to eat." 

" SwAOMEH. 

"to the EDITOa OF THE 'AUSTRALASIAN.' 

" Sir — Permit me to say, with reference to a letter on 
■* swagmen' in your last issue, that it may be found practica- 
ble for shire councils and road boards to afford employment 
to those who are really ansioua for it in slack seasons. Over- 
seers and other appliances might be provided, and such work 
as clearing, draining, and forming of roads held over to slack 
seasons. In such circumstances the present demoralising 
system of indiscriminate feeding of swagmen might cease, as 
a fair day's wages could he had for a day's work Corporate 
bodies can, I believe, undertake work in sections, not exceed- 
ing £100 each, by means of day labour. As matters stand 
at present, these bodies are often competing for labour at 
thriving seasons, and are not able to afford employment when 
it is most wanted. I could mention various instances in 
which road works have been satisfactorily carried out by day 
labour at leas than half the sums demanded by contractors. 
" I am, &c., 

"A SQtfATTEB." 

"Station Hots. 

"to the editor of the 'ADSTBAL ASIAN.' 

" Sir — Now that our squatters are at rest as to the disposal 
of the public lands, now that the paralysing cloud of uncer- 
tainty is cleared away from their horizon, is it not time that 
many of them turned their thoughts to the state of the 
dwelling-places on their stations for their men, propnly 
■called ' huts' t Sheepwashea, yards, wnolsheds, fences, danu, 
-wells, &0., a,TB being attended to; shall we not ask that these 
huts be ^so improved ) 

, .. .v.uuyK- 
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" No ooe at all familiar with the up-country atation huts 
can for a monieDt question the need of improvemeat. The 
Deed is urgent. The oty of the (Forking men on atations is 
bud and bitter for better accommodation. 

" The Legislature enjoins its officers (the police car other 
functionaries) to examine the factoiy, the workshop, and the 
lodgii^ of the innkeeper. I must say that it is high time 
that some such power of inspection be granted for the huta 
of onr Btations. No words may exa^;erat« the wretchedness 
of some of these station huts. 

" Let me draw the picture of one in which, a family of five 
are now living, on a station which brings tu many thousands 
a year to an owner, without mortgage or debt of any sort. 
It IB a hut 13 z 16, made of logs, the walls seven feet high, 
the floor like the road for dust (it was in summer when I saw 
it last), while in winter, of course, there is mud. The 
window is a pane of glass, the door some rough battens 
between which you may put your finger, the chimney 
tumbling down. In this place the woman must wash and 
cook, and the family must sleep and eat. The roof is of 
bark, letting the daylight in, while the logs are so rotten 
that they absorb the rain, and keep everything damp the 
winter through, 

" Near by is a square hole some few feet deep, into which 
in winter is drained the surface water, and with it goes the 
droppings of the goats, the hens, and the dogs. This is 
their summer beverage, so thick that they must strain it 
through muslin, and then so bad that a thirsty man ia 
Ji'ebruary can hardly put his lips to it Such, I assure you. 
Sir, ia no overdrawn picture of some of our bush huts in 
which young colonists are born, cradled, and brought up, 

"A 'men's hut' at a home station is the home of the 
ballock-driver, the ploughman, the boundary-rider, the 
<»rpenter, and of the other men — from one to forty — who 
may be employed on the station. If there are any men at 
all working Uiroughout the year, the men's hut is their 
abode. 

" I am glad to say that there is an improvement in these 
men's huts, but they are as yet miserable places for the must 
part for the home of regular hands on a statitHL They are 
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^ften filthy in the ertreme. The usual h&bit ia to h&ng 
the eheep for the day's supper nigh the breakfast table ; 
men's buta are often thus like butcher shops on a small scale. 
Too often the hut has no divisions ; the men eat, sleep, and 
drink all in the one apartment, while the cook has his work 
to do at the fire-place in the same room. 

" There is a want of light in winter and ventilation in 
summer, or possibly there is too much of both, for the roof 
may leak, and the shrunken logs may never be filled in. 

" I want to see whitewash in these huts, and soap, and 
windows, and a sleeping-room, and an eating-room, and a 
safe. Indeed, I want the deoenoies of civihsation to be 
observed. I want no master or manager to be able to say, 
' I have not been ia my men's huts for a year.' I want 
movable benches, so that men may not need to sit on 
buckets turned up when they draw to the fire in winter. 

" You have before heard of the shearing huts. These are 
used only for the short season of shearing. I pity the decent 
and respectable in these places. Where perhaps thirty to 
a hundred men assemble, you must calculate on a few foul- 
mouthed, abominable characters, whose eveiy sentence is 
embellished with an oath. 

" I think that there should certainly be a sort of choice 
left where the number exceeds thirty or so, and that there 
should be two huts or more, so that the more moral might 
perhaps escape the misery of having their ears polluted with 
obscenity, their Simday n^ht's rest broken in on by gaming 
and Buch-hke profligacy. I think it is cruel to our young 
men to force them to associate with such men as are invariably 
found at the woolsheds. 

" I do not ask for well'bailt, well-fitted huta to be used 
for such a short season, but I do say l^at there ought not to 
be that excessive over-crowding so common, where men are 
compelled to sleep among the bales in the abed, or anywhere 
to the danger of health of body or health of morals. 

" Indeed, Sir, I hope to see our station men more cared 
for, and I feel sure that they will learn in time on their part 
to care for tbeir masters ; at present there is nothing but 
discontent in the master's office with the master againat his 
men, and in the hut with men against the master. 
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Toniid tb^r skiDB, bo tight that the cord is eyak into the 

fiesh. They are continually asking for medicine, of which 

castor oil is their fevourite. It is wonderful to see with what 

gusto they drink it, and how they smact their lips afterwards. 

They are generous to the very last morsel, and are otherwise 

willing to asMSt, as they Bay, 'white fellow.' 1 have heard 

it asserted that the blacks have no idea of a future state. 

, Nothing ifl more urroneoua; they have a perfect belief in 

'i future rewards and punishments. ' Buckin boree' (the white 

I devil) will take them down to his hole and eat them, if they 

do wrong ; while ' Deoe' (God) will take them to hia ever- 

; lasting rest if they act right. They also believe that their 

\' -doctor and law-giver can bring rain when he likes. He is a 

I great man with them, and presides over the ceremony of 

what is erroneously called 'making young men'; but which is 

in reality a sort of making of Freemasons. Their lodges are 

i well Ifud out, in length from east to west, in breadth from 

/ north to south. Their emblematic devices are carved on 

trees. The candidate is met by a guide who conducts him 

1 to the lodge, and after initiation a front tooth is knocked 

I out. No wbite man, as I am told, was ever yet permitted 

to see this ceremony. The black race is fast disappearing, 

■even on the Faroo, our habits and customs not seeming to 

agree with tbem ; and they are often badly treated even for 

, the most trivial otfence, aud sometimes horsewhipped when 

; they don't deserve it." 

I "An Adybnture in the Scrub. 

* * • # 

" I had occasion to travel from the Black Swamp to Mount 
Drummond, on the sea coast. The road (called so by 
«ourtesy, though really only a rough bush track) avoided the 
scrub, and ran round the base of tJie Marble Ranges, folloW' 
ing slightly the coast line. This, though a pleasaat«r way, 
was a much longer one tlian might be found, and aa my 
buuneas was ui^nt, I determined to scrub it. By leaving 
the road at a spring called the Fountain, a straight line 
■ could be stmok through a gap in the Marble Bauges, and 
Mount Drummond reached at a saviDg of twenty miles. 



Though the diBtance was much dKntmed by taking tlus 
route, few ever travelled it, in oonBequence of the scarcity of 
water und the secessity for each one to strike out his own 
track. A friend, kuowing my hurty, advised me to try it, 
and gave me the necessary directions for finding the watering* 
places, three of which lay between the Fountain and Mount 
Drommond. I therefore rolled up oiy swag and BUuted cm 
my journey. 

" My first day's march brought me to the Fountain — not 
an inn, be it remembered, replete with all oreature corofortSr 
but a spring — and such a spring. I merged from the scrui> 
on the evening of my hot day's ntarch upon one of the moat 
lovely spots I ever beheld. In the distance to the north lay 
the Marble Ranges, the waving woods that covered its slopes, 
glittering in the rays of the declining sun ; to the west a 
dense forest extended to the coast; and to the east and 
north-east a vast sea of scrub reposed, bounded to the view 
by the horizon alone. The gem of the scene lay, however, 
close before me, like an oasis in the desert. In the centre ot 
a small patch of grass, most refreshingly green, was a very 
small lake, glittering like a diamond iu a setting of emeralds. 
A shea-oak or two, with their beautiful drooping foliage, stood 
01) its banks, and an ancieut gum, which, though its head 
was still verdant, seemed tottering to its fall, reigned 
monarch of the place. The margin of the pool was fringed 
with bulrushes, out of which, on my approach, two or thre& 
ducks rose with a whir and flew sulkily away. Ne:ir th& 
trees was situated the spring which gave the name to the 
locality. From among the stones, and spouting up to the 
height of several inches, gushed forth a spring of the purest, 
coolest, most translucent water. Mournfully musical was 
the refrain which it sang, and which seemed to be echoed 
from the rushes around us. The night- forewarning breezes 
swept in gentle gales among their stems, or rippled the still 
surface of the waters, as if invisible fairy footsteps were 
tripping lightly and gaily over the lake. To add life to th» 
scene, a few wild pigeons were either drinking on the mai^in 
of the pool, or mournfully cooing in the branches of th» 
gumtrce. After qneaohing my thirst by repeated draughts 
from the fountain head, I made a fire, »Dd from flour which I 
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Iiad with me made some cakes. After I had satisfied my 
haoger, I gathered a quantity of dry boughs, with the leaves 
atill upon them, and laid them down as a mattraas, upon 
which I spread my ble^et. To ward off the night-wind, I 
broke down some green boughs, and placed them acientiflcally 
between my bed and the wind. Then I sat down to read a 
page or two from a book which I always carried with me. 

" The calui still night, the gentle sighing of the wind in 
the featherly foliage of the shea-oaks, the rustling of the 
reeds, the mourning of the pigeons, and the distant howl of 
the Australian jackall, exercised a saddening inSuence upon 
my mind, and made me feel alone in the world. But as I 
read a portion of the 33rd Fs^m, 'The Lord is my Shepherd,' 
I felt that His sleepless eye saw me there as I sat, sad and 
sohtary by my little watobfire, and that the hand of His 
providence was there; and so, oonfiding in Him, I lay down, 
and slept calmly and peacefully. I awoke with the first 
dawn of day, and having indulged in a good wash, made my 
lireakfast, and long ere the sun had risen had started on my 
■way. 

" I have already stated that ray friend had directed me to 
cross the saddle between the north block and the Marble 
Banges. I should have said that was the direction he ought 
to have given me ; instead, he directed me outside the block 
tdt(^ether, thus placing me in a position of considerable 
danger. The first day's march was unattended by any 
particular circumstance. The day was hot, certainly, and 
the heat was increased by reflection fh)m the hard euth or 
white sand I had to traverse. Still, it was to be borne, and 
I manfully struggled on in expectation of a cooling drink 
when night should find me camped at the nest spring. As 
the day drew to a close, I began to look about anxiously for 
the accustomed signs of water. None, bowever, were to he 
aeen. The scrubby rises looked parched and barren ; not a 
forest tree was near, nor a bird to bo seen, save where high 
up in the air an e^le winged hia circling fiight, perhaps 
regarding me with wonder, or following my track with the 
pleasant anticipation of supping off my carcase. I listened 
in Tain for that sure token of the close proximity of water — 
the sudden whir of a starUed pigeon, and mile after mile I 
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travelled, every moment growing more ansioua. Hope 
Btru^led f^ainat the constantly recurring thought that I 
was off the track, and I fully eipeoted, to see at the foot of 
each rise I crosaed the welcome spring. But the night drew 
on. The sun set amidst coppery clouds, betokening a hot 
day for the morrow. The stars came twinkling through the 
heated haze, and the stillness of night settled on everything. 
Stillness, I said ! yes, the stillness of an Australian summer's 
night, when the locusts make the woods re-echo with their 
continuous chirping ain^ng note, and when the grasshoppers 
and crickets, having slept through the heat, burst forth into 
a mad revelry of noise, at the ascension of cloud-enveloped 
night to her starry throne. Fearing that in the dark night 
I might possibly pass the locality of the spring, I determined 
with a heavy heart to camp ; so without lighting a fire I 
unrolled my bedding, and threw my wearied limbs dowa 
until the firat dawn of morning should enable me to proceed 
on my way. When I again started all was quiet. At firat 
the air was cool, but as the sun approached nearer and 
nearer the horizon, it grew hotter ; and when at last lie 
jumped with his fiery face into view, the heat grew oppresfdve 
at once. The prospect around me was dreary. Nothing 
but scrub as far as the eye could reach, save occasional 
patches of heath, which looked ready to take fire from the 
lightest spark. Here and there at long intervals a few 
stunted forest-oaks lifted themselves above the smaller 
shrubbery, but only to make the scene more solitary by their 
isolated appearance. But few signs of life were about. Now 
and then a lizard would run briskly away on my approach, 
or a snake would cross my path — nothing else was to be seem. 
I did not observe a single bird, save my companion of the 
night before, who had taken'up his lodgings in the boughs of 
a dead gum, and who had soared into the air when I com- 
menced my march, and went circling on his way along the 
track I was pursuing. I looked upon this as a bad omen. 
It seemed to me as if this bird, seeing my mistake, concluded 
my certcun death and the luxurious repast for him that wns 
to follow. On I marched, still preserving the course given 
me, the heat increasing as the day advanced. Over the tops 
of the scrub the warm air dashed in undulating vibmtioni^ 
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and that deceit of tlie desert — the mirage — spread tta 
banueoide waters ocoa^onally before my path. Towards 
evening two or three crows flew high over my head in the 
direction I was steering, and a few dry-lookiug birds were 
Btartled away at my approach. These aigns revived me a 
little. I concluded that water could not be very distant, 
and that the crows were bastening their way thither. My 
senses must by this time have become much confused, other- 
wise I should not have considered such small birds as signs 
of water. Such birds as those I saw exist upon dew, or 
upon moist roots gathered from the ground. But so it was ; 
each time a bird flew out, I fancied water near, and much 
precious time was lost in searching. Sadly wiser at last I 
pressed forward, determined to let nothing stop me or turn 
me aside, as I knew that two days more at the furthest 
vould find me on the coast, and then water was certain. As 
night set in, with tired limbs, parched throat, and glazing 
eyes, I entered upon a little gully or further depression, 
between two small hills. At the bottom of this depression 
stood three weird shea-oaks, and my eye was struck by some- 
thing hanging from the branches of one of them, whidi to 
my imagination, and in accordance with my desires, appeared 
to be a signal hung out by some former bushman that water 
iras there. To add to the justness of this conclusion, the 
gully I was traversing formed itself into a little creek, dry, it 
was true, where I was, but indicating, as I thought, water 
lower down. So 1 hastened my steps, and just as the twilight 
was darkening into night, I entered upon a little patch of 
naturally clear ground covered with grass, in the centre of 
which stood the three shesroaks around the bed of a diy 
waterhole) into which the creek entered and where it Btopi)ed. 
But though the dry hole first attracted my attention, it did 
not absorb it. A noise on my left attracted me, and looking 
in the direction I saw the gaunt form of a wild dog witli 
glistening eyes and his red skin stretched tightly over IiIn 
bones, which were painfully apparent. He was gnawing 
ravenously at something, which, upon scaring him away, I 
found to be bones — human bones. The truth flashed upon 
me at once. This poor man had strayed from the track, 
had found this waterhole, and had found it dry. Unable to 
B 3 ^^^^ 
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travel farther, asd with the ikiat hope thai Bome^ody would 
see it, he had hang a portion of his blanket upon a branoh in 
order to attract att«ntioii — ^but in vain. Here now lay all 
that remained of him — a few bleached bones, gnawed and 
regnawed by wild dogH, a few particles oi dress, and an old 
quart pot. Mj heart sickened at the sight, and I laid me 
down to rest, not knowing but that I might have to keep 
him company until the last trumpet should summon our 
dust t-)gether, and call us Irom om: lonely retreat into tho 
presence of the Infinite Creator. Such were my thoughts as 
I lay on my blankets gating at the stars, which seemed to 
twinkle so serenely high up above the boavens, and again 
the words of that psalm oame to my mind, ' He shall lead 
me beside the still waters.' Ah I what visions those words 
' still waters' coiyured up. I slumbered but uneasily, con- 
tinually being awakened by the sound of bubbling waters 
only to be reminded by my parohed throat of the ' baseless 
fabric' they were built upon. The wild dog whom I had 
startled from his scanty meal kept prowling about, and I had 
great difficulty in preserving my boots, swag, straps, and 
provisions from his purloining inclinations. Indeed, on the 
impulse of the moment, I threw him a piece of damper, 
when I saw him glaring at me from behind a bush, but the 
shot scared him away, and I saw him no more. Stiff and 
unrested I arose with the dawn, and after giving a parting 
glance at tjie remains of my unknown bedfellow, started on 
my leist day's tramp. I felt that I could not hold out for 
more than the day, and I experienced a gloomy satisfaction 
at knowing that I should have at least one companion in the 
scrub, that my bones would not be so far from other men's 
bones. The day was oppressively hot, fearfully soj though a 
thin mist over the sky prevented the sun's rays beating so 
powerfully as the day before. Still, the heat was dreadful ; 
every now and then the mirage would open out before me, 
when the country would appear like one vast lake dotted 
with islands. So deceptive was the appearance, and so 
muddled was I with the heat, that I would walk, as it seemed 
to me, up to my ancles in water, and the delusioQ would not 
vanish until I stooped to drink. The day's march was much 
the same as the previous one, only the pangs were much 
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more inten^fied. My flkin blistered and iny toi^ue awelled 
until it was too large for my mouth, and protruded betweea 
my teeth, A viscid spittle, which I could not discharge, 
glued my hps together, almost suffocating me, and eveiy 
attempt to swallow gave intense pain. High above me 
soared the noble eagle, and trotting behind, with hanging 
tongue, drooping tail, and panting sides, came the wild dog 
cf the night before. When he came too close, I turned and 
charged, at which he would run a short distance, only to return 
again on my track as soon as I resumed my march. The 
eagle from above sometimes swooped down, and once ao 
dcraely as to brush me with his wing. As the day wore on . 
my stength lessened, and I staggered along followed by my 
two companions, As the shades of evening drew on, a dight 
breeze arose. Oh ! how cooling it was to my fevered brow, 
and how it nerved me for a last trial. I staggered on, my 
©yea bent upon the ground, and my mind thoroughly bewil- 
dered. Suddenly a whirring sound from close to my feet 
aroused me, and looking up I saw a pigeon fly before me, 
and lodge upon a little plot of grass, ao green and lovely. 
Then my ears seemed to be suddenly unstopped, and I could 
bear the cooing of pigeons and the sweet twitting of birds 
among the branches of a copse of shea-oaka, into which I had 
unconscientiously strayed. Hastening my steps, I was on 
the margin of a little basin in the limestone rock, and in 
another minute was laving my swollen tongue with the 
water, while my heart was welling up in thankfulness to 
God for His sparing mercy. Reinvigorated by frequi"' 
draughts, and afterwards by a meal of Johnny-cakes, I w^.s. 
enabled to drive away my unwelcome companions, and ai'T-.i 
a night's refreshing sleep, to proceed on ray way. Ea" y 
next morning I reached the station I was bound for, and - 
concluded one or the most trying passages in my life." 
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DICK'S MATE. 

VoawkwIia'ithaBiekmiii, Muter twlt;,tlMtii) my old uute^JM^f 

Tiatvo year ago aame ilieariii' he'd afaltaa liurthu bwA. 
Ye lee we ww after cattle, an' hU har«e it wara't half broke, 
It fared and kem down a oropper on the mots of an old scmb oak, 
An' JacL, the poor dear ole fellow, when we went ter raise him, tlm 
Said ' Let ms lia still heres mates, for I never shall ride again. ' 
And that were the truth, sir, Barely, for ever since that thera tim« 
Quite helpleEiB he has berai lyin' up in that ole hat of mine. 
Hoot oC UieiB wanted ter eend him to t^ hospital ; but no. 



I led as I meant ter keep him, and I woaldn't let him _ 
80 I got the Bobs ter order some cnsbions an' "tbiaBS froi 
And Jack shan't want for uothin', not while Diok hev si 



'Twoold her bin mean if I hedn't stood to him in his sore need. 
For, bat thanks to old Jack only, I'd her gireu the crows a feed. 
As it was 'twere a close share rather, an' believe me when I say 
If it vam't for my poor mate yonder, I'd not hev bin here to-tUiy. 
How that was, I see you'd ask me : I will tell you than the tal^ 
How he from a death once saved me, that woald make the boldeft 

But at that time I am certain 3^00 wouldn't ever have found 

A strODger chap thaa Jack Joiner m all the wide oquntry round — 

Arealmie, great, handsome feller, no mote like 'that poor wrack 

Propped up in the pillers yonder, than a bandicoot's like a bear ; 

An' he ererywhera was reokoned the ringer of all the sheds. 

From Moolna on to Mooranea, and right to the Reedy Beds. 

Well, me and him was a muing from the Uulga BtUaboug, 

For the shearia' here at Moolna, an' the tramp was dry and long ; 

So we started on onr jonruey by the back track through the scrab^ 

We had one canteen of water, an' a tidy store of grab. 

We made the well by the gaaadaag/i, the place we bad meant t* 

stop, 
Next day soon after dinner tome ; 'twas dry to the smallest drop I 
80 then there was nothing for us, but to push on while we could 
For the tank on the track to Cooper's, where the old oat-statdon 

It would make onr way much longer, by some thirteen milt^ bmt 

We thought there w 

But I tell ye, sir, 'twas the worstest thing wc e 

For 'twas sandown when we reached it, lui' I 

As soon as I fairly saw it, all my brain seemed turning round. 
An' I got quite sick an' dizzy, and fell senseless on the ground. 
When I came back to my senses, Jack was holdin' up my head ; 
The fool, Uke a girl, was crying, far he thought as I was dead. 
When once more 1 triad to travel, I found t^t I oouldn't stand. 
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An' Bgun I ehonld have fiJlen, but far my paor nuto'i ibrong hand. 
I'd been ill before we stuted, an' the dronUi bed done me up. 
But I knew be coald make to Moolna without another sop. 
I wanted bim to leave me, bat do yon think the chap 'nil start ; 
Ha swore we waa mates tor the journey, an' that we wouldn't part ; 
So be jest stooped down, and pnt me up on to his brawny back, 
An' IsaTinft onr swags in the mallee, starts off on the station track. 
An' I tell ye, sir, be bore me right on through that desert wild, 
To within five miles of Mooloa, like a mother her ailing child ; 
Then at last his great strength failed bim, an' he tottered to tk* 

ground. 
And fell right there in the dray track, an' Iconldn't twing him ronnd. 
So there we laid both together, right under the burning gun : 
It seemed as oar jonroey was ended, an' onr tramp for ever done. 
But Providence must have started Hack Bill with the bnliock dray, 
-Ooinf out with the shepherd's ratiotxi, to travel along that way ; 
An' Miere on the aaud he foand us. myself qnit« gone in the head. 
An' Jack, in a faint with weariness, lying as though ho was dead, 
■So that is the reason, Mister, why I sticks to my poor old mate, 
For ye see 'twas him who saved me that day from my dreadful fat*. 

e managed quite well till n 
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This wilderness and bush of onrs 

Is bat a lonely spot. 
Where HCeatless bloom the dingy flowen. 

And wild birds warble not. 
And, passing through the sylvan seen% 

The traveller finds no shade 
Prom fiery suns his head to screen 

In forest, plain, or glade. 

Bnt feeble streams roll threads of brina 

Through pastures bleak and dry ; 
No gurgling brooks, no silver streomi 

Relieve the weary eye. 
And if yon tie upon the gronad. 

Where wattles sometimes bloom. 
Ten thonsaud ants will soon sorronud. 

To make one fret and f nme. 
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And if yoQ simaber in the wood) 

Ttut lie aroond salt lakei^ 
And liitea to the itir of life 

Ab day on dsrknesB breaks — 
And hear the wond'roni melodiet 

(Not loon iriU one forget) 
That rise wHhin these ancient wooda 

When muB arise or set— 
A melody of reitlessneu 

That brings the morning's woes. 
The countless hnm of blowflies' wings. 

The sting of mosquitoes. 
The blaclebird't voiee is strangely rioh : 

His never varied song 
Is CaK, Caw, Cato, in oroaking notes. 

That la«t the whole day long. 
But chief among them is the sound. 

Bo weird-like, deep and clear. 
The magpie daily hurls around 

Upon the morning air. 
And crawling melancholy forth 

From sheepskins, half asleep. 
The shepherd lights his morning pipe, 

And follows spoony sheep. 
Yes, tunafol birds and scented dowers 

Are few and far between ; 
And pleasant sights and happy honra 

Can here be never seen. 
Among the sombre old gum trees 

A swagsman came along, 
And speaking forth such words as these 

He sang tma doleful song. 

f 
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